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INTRODUCTION

It is hard to write accurately about fast-​changing social 
movements, especially secretive ones with mostly anonymous 
supporters. They can change quickly, and statements about 
them can transition from being perfectly accurate to woefully 
outdated with shocking speed. That has been my experience 
researching the far right in the United States. Counting this one, 
I have written three books on this subject in the last five years. 
The first of these, Right-​Wing Critics of American Conservatism, 
which I drafted in 2014, was an overview of those right-​wing 
movements that were never fully incorporated into main-
stream conservatism. It covered many ideologies, but it did 
include a chapter on American white nationalism. It is notable 
that neither Alt-​Right nor Alternative Right appeared at all in 
that book. This was not a mistake at the time. I had heard the 
term before, but in 2014, the label Alt-​Right had largely fallen 
out of favor; the far right had mostly stopped using it. Things 
changed quickly, and in 2016, it was sufficiently newsworthy to 
warrant an entire book. My book on the subject, Making Sense 
of the Alt-​Right, was published in 2017; it was quickly joined by 
a deluge of similar books by other authors.

Despite its recent release, Making Sense of the Alt-​Right is 
also outdated in many ways. At the time I  was writing, the 
Alt-​Right was almost exclusively an online phenomenon. It 
was a mob of mostly anonymous trolls, pushing racist memes 

 

 



2  Introduction

and silly frog cartoons. Many people were confused by the 
Alt-​Right and unclear about what the movement was. Was 
it just a collection of nihilistic young men, attacking political 
correctness out of boredom? Was it a catchall term for Donald 
Trump’s entire populist movement? Was it just a rebranding 
of racist groups like the Ku Klux Klan (KKK)? Was it a group 
of cultural libertarians, committed to free speech and opposed 
to social justice warriors? In 2017, much of that confusion was 
cleared up. As the Alt-​Right moved off the Internet and into 
the real world, its ideology became more apparent.

Although the Alt-​Right’s strategies have evolved since 
the term was coined in 2008, one thing has remained con-
sistent. White nationalism is the core ideology, even if not 
everyone who adopted the label realized it. This was one of 
the movement’s strengths. The term Alt-​Right was innocent 
enough that people who adopted the label could interact with 
people on other points of the political spectrum without being 
immediately shunned. It was also a weakness, however, as its 
ambiguous nature hindered its ability to promote a consistent 
ideology.

The Alt-​Right made international headlines in August 2017, 
when the “Unite the Right” rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
resulted in the death of a counterprotester and an upcoming 
murder trial for an Alt-​Right supporter who is accused of 
committing the act. The Alt-​Right immediately gained a repu-
tation as a violent movement, which it has yet to shake. People 
were concerned that this latest iteration of white nationalism 
might spawn a new generation of right-​wing terrorist groups. 
This has not occurred yet, but vigilance remains necessary, as 
there are far-​right groups threatening to make such a transition.

In this book, I seek to provide clarity about the Alt-​Right. 
I will explain how the movement evolved over its short his-
tory. I  will discuss its ideological antecedents, especially 
those racist extremist groups that made so many headlines 
in the late twentieth century, but eventually fell apart be-
cause of their own dysfunctional traits. I will show the ways 
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that the Alt-​Right differs from these earlier groups, but also 
note points of continuity. In addition, I will discuss the Alt-​
Right’s other influences, including those ideologies not fo-
cused on race.

It is possible that this book also will go out of date quickly. 
I  suspect that the Alt-​Right is already declining as a politi
cal and cultural force. Having suffered many setbacks, it is 
now turning on itself. Within a short time, the extreme right 
may once again decide that the Alt-​Right label has outlived 
its usefulness. Even if that occurs, however, it is important 
to understand the Alt-​Right. Its most effective methods will 
undoubtedly be adopted again. Those who would combat 
such movements should understand why and how the Alt-​
Right was able to experience such explosive growth, even if it 
comes to exhibit the same pathologies that brought down its 
predecessors.



1

 WHAT IS THE ALT-​RIGHT, AND 

WHERE DID IT COME FROM?

What Is this Book’s Purpose?

This book will provide some insights into the so-​called Alt-​
Right, which is short for “alternative right.” On its face, the 
term Alt-​Right is innocuous, providing little information 
about the movement’s ideological content. This was one of its 
strengths, allowing it to grow quickly in popularity. However, 
most observers are now aware that the Alt-​Right is a far-​right 
radical movement. Its mildest elements call for open and ex-
plicit white identity politics. Its most extreme voices are com-
mitted to white nationalism, ultimately seeking the creation of 
one or more racially pure white ethnostates in North America. 
The Alt-​Right is not just a more racist version of American con-
servatism. The Alt-​Right views all of politics through a racial 
lens, and it has little interest in political and policy questions 
that do not have an obvious racial angle.

The Alt-​Right’s motivating ideas are not new. Other 
movements, groups, and individuals have been embracing 
open white identity politics since the birth of the United States. 
The Alt-​Right, however, is unique in that it is well adapted 
to the digital age. Although it is slowly trying to increase its 
presence in the real world, it remains a predominantly online 
phenomenon. Most of its supporters are anonymous. For most 
of its short history, online message boards, blogs, and social 
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media were its main avenues for penetrating the public dis-
course. The Alt-​Right engaged in relentless online trolling to 
promote racial discord and keep itself in the public spotlight. 
It used irony and humor to disarm opponents and maintain a 
degree of plausible deniability about its ultimate goals.

The term Alt-​Right is about a decade old, but it first came to 
national prominence during the 2016 US presidential election, 
when the racial right was enthused by then-​candidate Donald 
Trump’s campaign. Although most members of the Alt-​Right 
recognized that Trump did not ultimately share their core ide-
ological convictions, his rhetoric on immigration helped push 
American politics in their direction. Important figures in the 
Trump campaign, most notably Steve Bannon (see the sec-
tion “Are There Alt-​Right Sympathizers in the Trump White 
House?” in chapter 8), who served as the Trump campaign’s 
chief executive, briefly served as chief strategist in the 
Trump administration, and is the former executive chairman 
of Breitbart News, expressed sympathy for some Alt-​Right 
positions.

The connection between President Trump and the Alt-​Right 
is often overstated—​the Alt-​Right’s ultimate goals are more 
radical and revolutionary than anything on Trump’s policy 
agenda. However, Trump’s presidential campaign energized 
the Alt-​Right and helped the movement reach a new audience. 
Had Trump never entered the GOP presidential primaries, 
and had a more conventional Republican like Senator Marco 
Rubio or former Florida governor Jeb Bush been pitted against 
former secretary of state Hillary Clinton, the Alt-​Right would 
not have shown much interest in the 2016 presidential election. 
The racial right’s newfound interest in partisan politics was 
clearly due to Trump, even if his political platform differed 
from their own and Trump himself had little understanding 
of the Alt-​Right.

The Alt-​Right’s growth seems to have stalled since Trump’s 
ascension to the presidency. Whether it had any substan-
tive effect on the outcome of the presidential election is 
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debatable—​the perceived connection between Trump and 
the Alt-​Right may have cost him more votes than it gained. 
However, its direct influence on policy since that time seems 
negligible. A series of missteps throughout 2017 hindered the 
Alt-​Right’s outreach efforts. Its most significant real-​world 
rallies and other public events were either duds or disasters. 
The Alt-​Right’s “Unite the Right” rally in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, in August 2017 ended with dozens of injuries and 
one death (see the section “What Was the ‘Unite the Right’ 
Rally?” in chapter 6). That event earned the Alt-​Right a vio-
lent reputation, which it has yet to lose. The movement faces 
increasing difficulties spreading its message, both online and 
in the real world.

Unlike other right-​wing ideologies such as conservatism 
and libertarianism, the Alt-​Right does not offer a coherent 
or well-​developed set of policy proposals. It has no major 
think tanks, and no elected politicians to date have publicly 
identified as being part of the Alt-​Right. At this stage, the Alt-​
Right is focused on changing the ideological outlook of white 
Americans, pushing them to reject basic American values 
such as democracy and equality. It borrows the idea of “meta-​
politics” from the European New Right (see the section “Who 
Is Alain de Benoist, and What Is the European New Right?” in 
chapter 3). This concept, first developed by the Italian Marxist 
Antonio Gramsci, suggests that political power is downstream 
from cultural power, and no revolution will be ultimately suc-
cessful unless a critical mass of the population accepts its fun-
damental premises.

Although there is no shortage of racism in white America, 
the number of people who support the Alt-​Right’s radical 
agenda remains small. Thus, the Alt-​Right is presently more 
concerned with the viral spread of its ideology than with 
lobbying for marginal changes to federal policy. In the short 
term, the Alt-​Right’s promotion of racist Internet memes and 
slogans may be inconsequential. Over the long term, however, 
the Alt-​Right hopes to expand the realm of acceptable political 
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ideas, allowing an eventual breakthrough of open and explicit 
white identity politics.

Extreme profanity and the vilest racial, ethnic, and religious 
slurs are common within Alt-​Right literature—​although it 
is true that some elements of the Alt-​Right eschew this kind 
of language. Vulgarity is an important element of the move-
ment, as it relies on shock value to gain attention. Nonetheless, 
I will not quote any of that material within these pages. The 
ideas promoted by the Alt-​Right are sufficiently alarming that 
I see no reason to bombard readers with repeated examples of 
vulgar and hateful language.

Although the Alt-​Right’s influence should not be 
overestimated, it is not going to disappear any time soon. It is 
now part of the public discussion. Even if the term Alt-​Right 
falls out of favor, the sentiments that motivated the movement 
still will be shared by a nonnegligible percentage of the US 
population, and its more successful tactics will undoubtedly 
be used again by others. For that reason, its goals, supporters, 
and activities should be well understood.

This book is focused on the Alt-​Right. However, to un-
derstand it, we must know what it is reacting against. 
For that reason, this book also discusses other right-​wing 
movements, including mainstream conservatism, libertari-
anism, paleoconservatism, and earlier manifestations of white 
nationalism.

What Is the Alt-​Right?

Outside of any context, the only political information that the 
term Alt-​Right conveys is that it is right of center and offers an 
alternative to the mainstream right. For a time, this was one 
of the term’s strong points. As a vague phrase, anyone with 
right-​wing inclinations who rejected mainstream conservatism 
might find it appealing. Over the course of its short history, 
the expansiveness of the label Alt-​Right has waxed and waned. 
At its inception, it was an umbrella term containing people 
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with several different ideological moorings—​but this changed 
as it became increasingly associated with the radical right. It 
did not enjoy extraordinary growth during this period. Even 
the far right mostly abandoned the term by the end of 2013—​
including Richard Spencer, the person who coined it—​but it 
came roaring back two years later on social media. In this sub-
sequent iteration, it once again briefly experienced a moment 
of widespread appeal. It was used by people with multiple 
right-​wing ideological dispositions until it again became ex-
plicitly and exclusively associated with white racial politics by 
the end of 2016.

White identity politics has been a central plank of the Alt-​
Right, even if some people who embraced the label thought 
otherwise. The Alt-​Right views identity as the foundation of 
politics, and race as a key element of identity. It rejects the 
now-​dominant notion that race is a social construct rather than 
a legitimate biological category, and it views the future success 
of whites as its predominant goal. The Alt-​Right is additionally 
an anti-​Semitic movement, and most of its leading voices con-
sider Jewish influence on political life detrimental to whites.

Immigration is the Alt-​Right’s primary policy concern. It 
claims that immigration from the developing world represents 
an existential threat to majority-​white countries. However, the 
leading voices of the Alt-​Right want something more extreme 
than a reduction of immigration. The movement ultimately 
wants fewer nonwhites in the United States, even if that means 
the deportation of American citizens. Most of the major hubs of 
Alt-​Right thought say little about how they would accomplish 
this. The Alt-​Right typically avoids the exterminationist rhet-
oric employed by earlier white nationalists like William Pierce, 
author of The Turner Diaries (see the section “What Was The 
Order?” in chapter 2). Spencer, who created the term Alt-​Right 
and remains the primary face of the movement, has called for 
“peaceful ethnic cleansing.”1

Although hard demographic numbers are difficult to come 
by, the Alt-​Right presents itself as a youthful movement. Most 
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of its supporters appear to be white millennial men. They do 
not seem to be concentrated in any one geographic region; the 
Alt-​Right can be found in the North and South, in rural, sub-
urban, and urban areas, and in Red and Blue states.

What Are the Core Principles of the Alt-​Right?

Although the Alt-​Right has many prominent figures, at this 
point it does not have a leader or group of leaders in the con-
ventional political sense. Other ideologies possess a well-​
articulated manifesto or political theory that supporters rally 
behind. The early communists treated the words of Karl 
Marx as gospel. Postwar American conservatives mostly 
agreed with the principles articulated in the famous Sharon 
Statement, adopted by Young Americans for Freedom in 1960,2 
and Russell Kirk’s “ten conservative principles.”3 The Port 
Huron Statement, which helped to unify the New Left, was 
adopted by Students for a Democratic Society in 1962.4 For the 
time being, the Alt-​Right lacks this kind of ideological consist-
ency or unity.

Some figures associated with the Alt-​Right have attempted 
to create a short list of principles that unite the movement. The 
blogger Vox Day, for example, has written “Sixteen Points” 
that he says define the Alt-​Right.5 Some of these points are 
widely agreed upon by those in the movement. For example, 
Day’s claim that the Alt-​Right is “anti-​globalist” is uncontro-
versial among them. However, his definition excludes many 
people who we could classify as Alt-​Right, and who use the 
label themselves. For instance, he claimed that “National 
Socialists are not Alt-​Right,” but the Alt-​Right supporters who 
identify as neo-​Nazis disagree. Those aspects of the Alt-​Right 
that despise Christianity similarly reject Vox Day’s insistence 
that Christianity is one of the “three foundational pillars” of 
Western civilization.

More recently, Richard Spencer attempted to lay out the 
unifying principles of the Alt-​Right in what he called the 

 



10  The Alt-Right

“Charlottesville Statement,” published immediately before the 
“Unite the Right” rally. The statement opens with Spencer’s 
catchphrase, “Race is real. Race matters. Race is the founda-
tion of identity.” The statement contained several common 
Alt-​Right talking points about Jewish influence and globaliza-
tion. However, the violence that occurred that same weekend 
overshadowed the statement’s release, and the manifesto re-
ceived little attention.

For the time being, Alt-​Right includes anyone who identifies 
as part of the Alt-​Right. The movement lacks the kind of or-
ganizational structure needed to enforce meaningful ideolog-
ical conformity. The Alt-​Right remains divided on many key 
issues, such as abortion, the role of religion in society (and 
which religious traditions should be favored), capitalism, 
and questions of tactics and strategy. However, although its 
members disagree on the policy implications of this stance, 
white identity is the Alt-​Right’s foundational principle.

Because race is the Alt-​Right’s most important issue, it nec-
essarily rejects important elements of American political cul-
ture. Mainstream conservatives and liberals have long argued 
about the meaning of equality and what kind of equality 
they hope to achieve, but few contemporary conservatives 
openly reject it as a goal (see the section “Is Conservatism a 
Universalist Ideology?” in chapter  7). Conservatives tend to 
focus on the idea of “equality of opportunity,” whereas pro-
gressives are more inclined to promote equality of material 
conditions. Conservatives and progressives also argue about 
which package of policies will ultimately lead to a more eq-
uitable society. Ideologues across the mainstream political 
spectrum argue about the correct interpretation of the US 
Constitution, the proper level of taxation, and how business 
should be regulated. The Alt-​Right has little interest in those 
questions. White interests are the Alt-Right’s main priority. If 
the Constitution, democracy, capitalism, or other elements of 
American political culture are inimical to white interests, then 
they would happily jettison them. For a thorough description 
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of the Alt-​Right’s beliefs, I recommend Thomas Main’s book, 
The Rise of the Alt-​Right.

Is Alt-​Right Just Another Word for White Nationalism?

Yes and no. White nationalists were always the core of the 
Alt-​Right, and white nationalists used the term as an out-
reach strategy. However, Alt-​Right has not always been syn-
onymous with white nationalism. Because it is an anodyne 
phrase, for a time some people who did not consider them-
selves white nationalists embraced it. This was especially true 
when it saw unprecedented growth in usage during 2015 and 
2016, before most people understood what its leading voices 
really wanted. Some white nationalists have always disliked 
the label Alt-​Right, rejecting the dissembling language and 
just calling themselves white nationalists. Others prefer the 
term Identitarian (see the section “What Is the Identitarian 
Movement?” in chapter 3).

Unlike white nationalism, which is an ideology, the Alt-​
Right label does not necessarily commit a person to a partic-
ular political philosophy. White nationalists used it because 
it helped them spread their ideology, and they will continue 
to use it if it remains valuable. The day may arrive when the 
term ceases to be useful. At that point, the radical right may 
drop it. This may already be happening, as many people on 
the far right—​including some white nationalists—​have aban-
doned the label. It is, therefore, worth noting that if Alt-​Right 
disappears as a term, people who agree with its core principles 
will remain.

What Is White Nationalism?

Racism and white supremacy have existed since the concept of 
race was invented. However, white nationalism is a relatively 
recent invention, only developing as we currently understand 
it after World War II. One thing that sets contemporary white 
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nationalists apart from earlier racist movements is the degree 
to which they focus on whites in a broad sense. Earlier racist 
groups and movements in the United States were interested 
in the supposed differences among various European ethnic 
groups. For example, the racist eugenics movement was not 
just interested in the supposed inferiority of non-​Europeans; 
it viewed many European groups with suspicion as well. The 
immigration restrictions of the 1920s were primarily a means 
of stopping the flow of southern and eastern Europeans into 
the United States (see the section “What Was the Progressive 
Movement of the Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth 
Centuries?” in chapter 4).

Racist literature in the United States and abroad in the early 
twentieth century included lengthy discussions about the cat-
egorization of different European groups. Many of the policies 
in Hitler’s Germany were based on the idea that Slavic peoples 
were an inferior race. Groups like the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) fo-
cused on religion as well as race, wanting the United States 
to remain both overwhelmingly white and Protestant and 
expressing hostility toward the nation’s growing Catholic and 
Jewish populations.

Following World War II, white nationalism focused on 
whites as a larger group. White nationalists continued to 
debate who, exactly, qualified as “white.” They still do so. 
However, today’s American white nationalists generally agree 
that the category of white includes all non-​Jewish people who 
can trace their heritage back to Europe. Part of this has to do 
with the demographic history of the United States. Although 
we should not overstate the degree to which the United States 
has ever truly lived up to its ideal of a “melting pot,” by the 
mid-​twentieth century, Americans labeled as white were in-
creasingly likely to have multiple European ethnic groups in 
their family tree. The number of Americans who could describe 
themselves as 100 percent English or German or Norwegian 
was shrinking, and so they developed a new identity as ge-
neric white Americans.
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Decolonization and the Western world’s decline as the 
preeminent power on the globe also led white nationalists to 
promote the idea that global white solidarity was important. 
We can find earlier examples of proponents of white unity—​
Madison Grant and Lothrop Stoddard in the United States, 
Oswald Spengler in Germany. However, in the early twentieth 
century, most Americans and Europeans took it for granted 
that whites would maintain their dominant status in world 
affairs and that the United States and Europe would remain 
overwhelmingly white in the future.

Damon Berry provided a useful definition of the term 
white nationalism. He described it as “racial protectionism,” 
predicated on the “belief that the white race is imperiled 
and that it is the duty of every white man and woman to do 
what they must to protect it from biological extinction.”6 This 
is the central idea of both the Alt-​Right and its ideological 
predecessors.

What Is Anti-​Semitism?

Anti-​Semitism means antipathy toward Jewish people. It is a 
very old prejudice. As the Anti-​Defamation League (ADL) 
notes, “Hostility toward Jews dates to ancient times, perhaps 
to the beginning of Jewish history.”7 However, anti-​Semitism 
can manifest itself in many ways and derive from many dif-
ferent justifications. In Europe after the rise of Christianity, 
hostility to Jews was often based on religion. Anti-​Semitism 
is not always driven by religion per se, however. In medieval 
Europe, Jews were often barred from certain professions, or 
they took up professions that were forbidden for Christians. 
Moneylending was the most notable of these, as Christians at 
the time were not allowed to lend money with interest. The 
stereotype of Jewish “usurers” has persisted ever since and is 
a significant element of anti-​Semitic propaganda.

Racist anti-​Semites have also attacked Jews on the grounds 
that they are not a truly European people, despite their presence 
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on the continent for thousands of years. A common argument 
among white nationalists is that Jews are a fundamentally for-
eign group and thus do not belong in white societies. The fact 
that they appear white, according to anti-​Semites, actually 
makes them more dangerous because this makes it easier to 
forget that they are an alien people.

Although racism and anti-​Semitism are correlated, not all 
racist and white nationalist groups have similar attitudes to-
ward Jews. We can find examples of racists that are not par-
ticularly anti-​Semitic. The Confederate States of America, 
for example, exhibited comparatively little open and official 
hostility toward Jews, as a few Jewish people held promi-
nent positions in the Confederate government. Even today, 
several prominent white nationalists disavow anti-​Semitism. 
Jared Taylor of the American Renaissance website and magazine 
(see the section “Who Is Jared Taylor, and What Is American 
Renaissance?” in chapter 2) is the most prominent of these.

Even though there are individual exceptions, the Alt-​Right 
can be classified as an anti-​Semitic movement. Alt-​Right anti-​
Semitism is typically the result of ethnic rather than religious 
hostility. They consider Jews a separate “race,” and one with 
interests that are inimical to whites. Kevin MacDonald, a re-
tired psychology professor, influenced the Alt-​Right’s views 
on Jews. He has written several books purporting to show the 
negative influence that Jews have had on European societies 
in recent centuries, noting their disproportionate numbers in 
movements such as communism.

Is the Alt-​Right Misogynist?

Although gender is less central to the Alt-​Right than race, we 
can describe the Alt-​Right as a misogynistic movement, and 
most people who identify with the movement—​including the 
women involved—​would describe themselves as antifeminist. 
Different elements of the Alt-​Right exhibit these attitudes to 
varying degrees, however. You can find voices in the Alt-​Right 
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with views on women that are similar to mainstream conserv
ative views. They may prefer traditional gender roles but do 
not object to women being involved in politics. In fact, some 
people are eager to have more women publicly involved. By 
appearing friendly to women, the Alt-​Right may appear less 
threatening and as a more normal element of American poli
tics. Some of the most popular Alt-​Right and Alt-​Lite (see 
chapter 9)  YouTube personalities are women, such as Tara 
McCarthy, Lauren Southern, and Brittany Pettibone.

But there is an element of the Alt-​Right that genuinely 
despises women and wants them to have no part in politics. 
Reading Alt-​Right material, one encounters arguments against 
women’s suffrage. These people argue that women should 
not be allowed to vote because they are more likely to vote 
for left-​wing ideas and less likely to exhibit extreme ethnocen-
trism. Others in the Alt-​Right argue that women rob political 
movements of their cohesion and their presence leads to un-
necessary drama. The worst misogyny can be found among 
those Alt-​Right personalities pushing so-​called white Sharia—​
the idea that women in the white ethnostate should have the 
same status as women in Saudi Arabia. The Daily Stormer, one 
of the most visited Alt-​Right websites, was largely responsible 
for popularizing the concept.

Although there are exceptions, most of the Alt-​Right does 
not demand traditional gender roles because they hold tradi-
tionalist religious views. Instead, the Alt-​Right endorses what 
it calls “sex realism,” which is analogous to “race realism” 
(see the section “What Is Race Realism?” in chapter 4). They 
argue that men and women have traditionally occupied dif-
ferent roles because they are biologically different. That is, men 
and women are hardwired for different tasks in society and the 
push for gender equality in all aspects of life goes against the 
grain of human nature. Instead, they argue that a tradition-
alist division of labor between the sexes—​in which women are 
mostly focused on domestic tasks—​is in the best interests of 
both men and women.
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The Alt-​Right’s concern about gender relations is related 
to its obsession with race. Its proponents hate feminism and 
women’s liberation in part because they blame it for declining 
white birthrates.

Although the so-​called Men’s Rights Movement (see the 
section “What Is the Men’s Rights Movement?” in chapter 4) 
does not perfectly overlap with the Alt-​Right, it shares many 
of the same ideas, and the Alt-​Right has appropriated many 
arguments from Men’s Rights activists.

What Terms Does the Alt-​Right Use to Describe Itself?

The Alt-​Right’s various factions have adopted different ideo-
logical labels. The Alt-​Right’s most radical elements have no 
problem describing themselves as neo-​Nazis. This is not the 
modal view within the movement, though. Many people in 
the Alt-​Right criticize those elements of the movement that 
embrace the slogans and aesthetic sensibilities of Hitler’s 
Germany. These disagreements are often rooted in debates 
about persuasion; some in the Alt-​Right view swastikas and 
other extreme imagery as bad propaganda, noting that these 
kinds of images alienate people who otherwise might be 
amenable to the Alt-​Right’s message. Others in the Alt-​Right 
have genuine moral objections to the use of Nazi images and 
slogans.

Very few in the Alt-​Right use the term white supremacist to 
describe themselves. They argue that the term is inaccurate 
because it implies an acceptance of racial diversity, provided 
that whites maintain a position of privilege. The term white 
nationalist is less controversial in these circles, as the desire 
for a white ethnostate is a common denominator within the 
movement.

Some in the Alt-​Right have begun calling themselves 
“America nationalists.” They avoid foreign symbols and 
slogans, and prefer to merge their racial views with the im-
agery of American patriotism. Those following this strategy 
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argue that overt anti-Americanism, which is common 
within the extreme right, hinders recruitment. Thus, to reach 
American “normies” (see the section “What Is a Normie, and 
How Does the Alt-​Right Apply the Term?” in chapter 5), they 
need to drape themselves in the flag and insist that their views 
on race are congruent with traditional American values.

Alt-​Right supporters increasingly use the term Identitarian 
to describe their ideological orientation (see the section 
“What Is the Identitarian Movement?” in chapter 3). This is 
Richard Spencer’s preferred label, and he seems to be pre-
dominantly responsible for the term’s growing popularity in 
the United States. Like Alt-​Right, Identitarian is not an in-
herently racial term. Although it implies a commitment to 
identity politics, it does not necessarily imply that race is the 
most important element of identity. However, Spencer and 
his followers regularly argue that race is the most important 
element of identity. The term Identitarian is a European im-
port, and it had been used by right-​wing European groups 
for many years before the Alt-​Right concept was born in the 
United States.

What Words Should the Rest of Us Use 
When Discussing the Alt-​Right?

In 2016, there was a debate over the use of Alt-​Right among 
mainstream journalists. Because the term itself provides al-
most no ideological content, discussing the Alt-​Right without 
any context can mask the movement’s racism and radicalism. 
The term’s vagueness, furthermore, was clearly deliberate on 
the part of those in the movement. Unlike white supremacist, 
white nationalist, or white separatist, the term Alt-​Right is not in-
herently threatening, nor is it even inherently racial, as already 
noted. Thus, people might be drawn into the Alt-​Right’s orbit 
without realizing that they are joining the ranks of a white 
nationalist movement. For this reason, journalists discussed 
whether they should even use the term Alt-​Right, rather than 
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simply refer to people in the movement as white supremacists or 
white nationalists.

However, if mainstream journalists and academics refuse 
to use the term at all, it becomes more difficult to explain the 
nature of the Alt-​Right. The media’s general solution has been 
to use the term Alt-​Right, but provide additional context that 
explains the movement’s ideological orientation. In late 2016, 
the Associated Press issued new guidelines about how the 
Alt-​Right should be discussed. Whenever the term is used, ac-
cording to these guidelines, the story should also clarify that 
the Alt-​Right is “an offshoot of conservatism mixing racism, 
white nationalism, and populism,” or, more simply, “a white 
nationalist movement.”8

These guidelines may also be problematic, however, as they 
suggest that populism is an important element of the Alt-​Right 
(see the section “How Populist Is the Alt-​Right?” in chapter 4). 
Although the Alt-​Right opposes contemporary Western elites, 
they are not opposed to elites as such. The populist position—​
which has both left-​wing and right-​wing varieties—​implies 
that a virtuous “people” is being oppressed by a sinister “elite.” 
The Alt-​Right, however, is also generally contemptuous of 
most of American society. They do not simply loath the elites 
in media, politics, business, and academia. They are also criti
cal of ordinary white people who do not share their views.

The extent to which the public is now aware of the Alt-​
Right’s motives mitigates the problems associated with using 
the term. There was a time, particularly during the 2016 pres-
idential election cycle, when Alt-​Right seemed to encompass 
a much wider swath of the ideological spectrum, perhaps 
even being a catchall term for Donald Trump’s right-​wing 
populist movement. That no longer seems to be the case. 
Since the election, and especially since the 2017 “Unite the 
Right” rally, the term is now strongly connected with white 
nationalism. For this reason, there is less discomfort using it, 
although it remains important to provide context when it is 
discussed.
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If the Alt-​Right Is Ultimately About Racism, Why Does This 
Book Discuss Many Nonracist Movements and Ideologies?

Few of the major voices in the Alt-​Right have been lifelong, 
committed white nationalists. Most found their first ideolog-
ical home elsewhere. Within the contemporary Alt-​Right, we 
can find former supporters of positions across the political 
spectrum, including on the left. However, some ideological 
trajectories are more common than others, and there are ob-
vious links between the Alt-​Right and other varieties of right-​
wing thought, including some that are explicitly antiracist. 
Many Alt-​Right personalities were once libertarians. Others 
came out of mainstream conservatism. There is a significant 
connection between the Alt-​Right and paleoconservatism, 
though this is sometimes overstated.

When I make these connections, I am not arguing for guilt 
by association. The fact that many people entered the Alt-​Right 
after passing through a conservative, libertarian, or paleocon-
servative phase does not prove that these other ideologies are 
invariably racist. In fact, many people in the Alt-​Right who 
once identified with these other ideologies have contempt for 
their former political allies.

Nonetheless, there are elements of these other political 
philosophies that are ideologically proximate to the Alt-​Right, 
and these ideas often served as a bridge between mainstream 
right-​wing ideologies and radical white identity politics. These 
connections must be explored if we are to make sense of the 
Alt-​Right.

How Did the Alt-​Right Begin?

The term Alternative Right (it was not generally shortened 
to Alt-​Right until later) was first invented in 2008. The label 
was inspired by a speech given by the paleoconservative Paul 
Gottfried at an event hosted by his group, the HL Mencken 
Club. The speech itself did not call for the creation of a white 
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nationalist movement. Instead, Gottfried simply noted that an 
alternative to the mainstream, predominantly neoconservative 
right was beginning to form.9 This idea apparently inspired 
Richard Spencer, who coined the term Alternative Right and 
began to use it with some frequency at Taki’s Magazine, which 
he edited at the time.

As mentioned previously, the term was not invariably racial 
at first. Gottfried himself did not indicate that this rising alter-
native right would focus on race; rather, he suggested that it 
would have a libertarian orientation. However, over time, as 
Spencer’s racial views became more explicit, the racial aspects 
of the Alt-​Right became more apparent, and it became pre-
dominantly associated with white identity politics.

Who Is Richard Spencer?

It would be incorrect to describe Richard Spencer as the leader 
of the Alt-​Right because such a description implies a greater 
level of organization and hierarchy within the movement 
than presently exists. He is, however, the Alt-​Right’s most 
well known figure. This is largely because he invented the 
term, but also because he was willing to be the movement’s 
public face. The Alt-​Right contains a large number of writers 
and podcasters who prefer to remain anonymous and always 
create content under pseudonyms. Some of the people in the 
Alt-​Right whose identities are known today were exposed un-
willingly. That is, they were doxed by their ideological enemies 
(see the section “What Is Doxing?” in chapter 10). Spencer has 
always expressed his views openly, although they have be-
come more radical and explicit over the last decade. His will-
ingness to speak with journalists has also contributed to his 
notoriety, as has his position as the president of the National 
Policy Institute (NPI), a white nationalist think tank (see the 
section “What Is the National Policy Institute?” in chapter 6).

Spencer was in a unique position to be the face of a radical 
movement because he was apparently born into considerable 
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wealth.10 Being associated publicly with white nationalism can 
cause financial ruin. During 2017, many people lost their jobs—​
including low-​paying jobs with no ideological element—​when 
their Alt-​Right activities were exposed. This threat is a sig-
nificant impediment to the Alt-​Right. Due to his apparent fi-
nancial security, however, Spencer has fewer disincentives to 
embrace radical politics openly.

Spencer first began writing about politics for a popular au-
dience in 2007, when he contributed an article to The American 
Conservative focusing on the Duke lacrosse scandal, which in-
volved several white students who were falsely accused of 
raping a black woman. At the time, Spencer was a PhD student 
at Duke. His previous education included an undergraduate 
degree from the University of Virginia and an MA from the 
University of Chicago. Shortly after the article’s publication, 
he abandoned his academic aspirations and became an editor 
at The American Conservative.

Spencer was fired from The American Conservative a short 
time later. The exact reasons for his dismissal are not entirely 
clear, although ideological differences with the rest of the 
magazine’s staff appear to have been a primary reason. In 
2008, Spencer became the editor of a webzine called Taki’s Top 
Drawer (later renamed Taki’s Magazine), named after the site’s 
creator, a paleoconservative named Taki Theodoracopulos. 
Spencer took over from the previous editor, F. J. Sarto. Before 
Spencer took the helm at that webzine, its contributors, while 
outside the mainstream of conservatism, were not particularly 
controversial. These writers included several well-​known 
paleoconservatives and libertarians. Spencer soon began of-
fering space to more controversial voices, such as the white 
nationalist Jared Taylor (see the section “Who Is Jared Taylor, 
and What Is American Renaissance?” in chapter 2).

As was the case with The American Conservative, Spencer’s 
time at Taki’s Magazine was relatively short. He left that posi-
tion in late 2009. In 2010, he began a new venture, a website 
simply called Alternative Right. This did not focus exclusively 
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on race; it also published a number of articles on culture, eco-
nomics, and foreign policy. However, when it did venture into 
racial questions, it was much more explicitly racist than any
thing published at either The American Conservative or Taki’s 
Magazine. Although Spencer was not publicly using the term 
white nationalist to describe himself or his website at the time, 
its content was pointing in a white nationalist direction.

Spencer once again switched his focus after a short time, 
giving up editorial control of Alternative Right in 2012 to focus 
on running the NPI and a new website and print journal called 
Radix. Although he is now known as the face of the Alt-​Right, 
it was around this time that Spencer abandoned the term. The 
following year, he shut down Alternative Right entirely, appar-
ently without first consulting its new editors.

Spencer continued to write, organize conferences, and give 
talks during this period, but he was no longer predominantly 
associated with the term Alt-​Right. It was not until the term 
was revived by others, apparently without any direction from 
Spencer, that he once again became known as the face of the 
Alt-​Right.

How Did the Alt-​Right Revive?

After Spencer shut down Alternative Right, the Alt-​Right con-
cept appeared to be finished. The former editors of Alternative 
Right created a new website shortly thereafter, using a free 
blogging platform, but its audience did not seem to be growing. 
In early 2015, however, the term experienced a significant re-
vival on various message boards and on social media. White 
nationalists on Twitter began to use the hashtag #altright with 
increasing frequency. Aside from being vague, Alt-​Right was a 
useful term because it is short. Twitter users at the time were 
limited to 140 characters (this has since increased to 280), so 
Alt-​Right was helpful because it consumed comparatively few 
of them. The term became even more popular after Donald 
Trump’s presidential campaign began, when white nationalists 

 



What Is the Alt-Right, and Where Did It Come From?  23

online made supporting Trump one of their most common ac-
tivities. This revival was apparently spontaneous rather than 
due to any group’s or individual’s concerted efforts.

However, the term Alt-​Right did not gain immediate pop-
ularity among all elements of the online radical right. Some 
people continued to avoid it. The term really took off in pop-
ularity when it began to be used by the popular media as a 
description of the new online white nationalist movement 
and the troll culture that promoted it (see the section “What 
Is a Troll?” in chapter 5). Once the term gained a high level of 
public notoriety, the far right mostly embraced it, including 
people who once had misgivings. It is now ubiquitous on 
white nationalist websites.

How Large Is the Alt-​Right?

Because the Alt-​Right is a predominantly online, largely anony-
mous movement, estimating its size involves a lot of guess-
work. Depending on what numbers one trusts and how one 
defines the Alt-​Right, the movement’s size ranges between the 
thousands to tens of millions. The high estimate is based on a 
2017 poll conducted by ABC News and the Washington Post, 
in which 10 percent of respondents said that they support the 
Alt-​Right.11 If that number is correct, then there may be more 
than 20 million Alt-​Right supporters.

There are strong reasons to be skeptical of that estimate, 
though. The “Unite the Right” rally in August 2017 was the 
largest Alt-​Right event to date, and the largest gathering of 
white nationalists in more than a decade. Although it was a 
significant event for that reason alone, it is important to re-
call that it attracted only a few hundred attendees. Some of the 
organizers argued that the event would have been much larger, 
but because authorities shut it down before it even began, a 
number of people never reached the park where it was sched-
uled to take place. That said, even these organizers concede 
that the event would have drawn, at the absolute most, a little 
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more than a thousand people. If the movement could really 
claim many millions of supporters, and if those supporters are 
distributed even somewhat evenly across the United States, 
there should have been tens of thousands of people within 
easy driving distance of Charlottesville that shared Alt-​Right 
beliefs and would have been attracted by such an event.

Some may counter that the threat of doxing and exposure 
keeps many people who harbor Alt-​Right sympathies from 
showing their faces in public, especially since expressing these 
views can get a person fired. This is almost certainly true. 
However, as the Alt-​Right is predominantly an online phe-
nomenon, it is difficult to imagine that many people seriously 
support the Alt-​Right without also visiting the movement’s 
main websites. For that reason, web traffic may be a reason-
able proxy for the size of the population that is seriously en-
gaged with Alt-​Right ideas. Using this logic, Thomas J. Main of 
Baruch College sought to estimate the Alt-​Right’s size.12 In his 
examination of unique visits, Main found that not a single web-
site that could be properly classified as Alt-​Right enjoyed more 
than 1 million readers over the course of any given month, al-
though if the largest Alt-​Right websites are combined, the total 
monthly traffic was approximately 4 million visitors.

Even these unique visitor counts may be misleading, how-
ever. Not everyone who visits an Alt-​Right website supports 
Alt-​Right ideas. Some people end up at those sites because 
of an unrelated Google search. Others may have deliberately 
looked for these sites simply to find out what they are about, 
but after reading an article or two, they concluded that the Alt-​
Right was not something they wanted to support. Some may 
actively oppose the Alt-​Right but consume their material to 
keep tabs on what the movement’s followers are saying and 
doing. And although there is surely a large number of people 
who read this material and genuinely enjoy it, many would 
never express a racist opinion in a public forum. At this point, 
there is no way to know what percentage of people that con-
sume Alt-​Right material are active in the movement, but we 
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can be certain that it is less than 100 percent, and it is probably 
much less than that.

The Alt-​Right, furthermore, is adept at making itself appear 
larger than it really is online. At many online forums and on 
social media, it is possible for one person to create multiple 
accounts. This allows a handful of people working together 
to appear as a large and menacing online mob. At the start of 
2015, the Alt-​Right was a tiny movement, but it created the 
impression that it was a growing force by relentlessly trolling 
a subset of journalists, celebrities, and activists. This spurred 
many stories about the Alt-​Right in the mainstream press.

For now, the core supporters of the Alt-​Right represent a 
small fraction of the total US population, but its members have 
successfully projected an image of themselves as a much larger 
movement through their adept use of social media and other 
online resources (see chapter 5). This does not mean that they 
have no influence over American culture and politics; their 
memes and slogans have penetrated public discourse and 
attracted massive amounts of attention worldwide. They were 
one of the major stories of the 2016 presidential election. At 
this point, however, it would be inaccurate to describe the Alt-​
Right as a movement that enjoys massive public support.

What Does the Alt-​Right Do?

Alt-​Right activity takes many forms. Some Alt-​Right organizing 
looks like traditional political activism. During 2017, for in-
stance, the Alt-​Right conducted several public rallies. Alt-​Right 
groups hold fundraisers to support their fledgling institutions. 
A  small number of Alt-​Right-​supporting attorneys engage 
in litigation. Most Alt-​Right activity remains on the Internet, 
however. Alt-​Right personalities create podcasts, videos, blog 
posts, and long articles. Alt-​Right supporters share this ma-
terial on social media. Both prominent Alt-​Right personalities 
and their anonymous supporters engage in regular Internet 
trolling.
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To date, the Alt-​Right has mostly avoided other forms of 
mainstream political activism. The Alt-​Right does not seri-
ously engage with public policy. There is no Alt-​Right equiv-
alent of the Heritage Foundation or Cato Institute, writing 
white papers with the hope of shaping legislation. There are 
no significant Alt-​Right political action committees (PACs) 
supporting candidates for elected office. In fact, to date, no 
political candidate with a reasonable chance of winning 
an important office has openly identified as part of the Alt-​
Right (see the section “Are There Alt-​Right Politicians?” in 
chapter  6). The two most well known organizations associ-
ated with the Alt-​Right, American Renaissance and the NPI 
(both of which existed before the term Alt-​Right was coined), 
are focused on posting material on the Internet and hosting 
annual conferences.

Over time, the Alt-​Right may evolve and become more pro-
fessional and integrated into ordinary politics. For the time 
being, however, it remains a loose and disorganized move-
ment, focused on injecting white nationalist ideas into general 
circulation.

How Does the Alt-​Right Recruit?

Recruit may not be the right word when discussing the Alt-​
Right. As it is mostly not a membership-​based movement, 
it does not have a formal process in which new members 
are initiated. Other white supremacist groups have been 
organized as criminal gangs, as religious cults, or in a 
manner analogous to more mainstream political and cul-
tural institutions. The number of Alt-​Right organizations 
that are formalized to this degree is small. Groups like the 
Traditionalist Worker Party (TWP) and Identity Evropa have 
formal members and seek to build a real-​world movement. 
The majority of the Alt-​Right, however, remains predomi-
nantly online, and real-​world meetups appear to be mostly 
informal and social.
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Instead of drawing formal members in, most of the Alt-​
Right is more interested in pushing its ideas into the national 
conversation. It seeks to “red-​pill” (see the section “What Is the 
Red Pill?” in chapter 5) the largest number of people possible 
on the issues that it cares about, hoping that eventually a criti
cal mass will come to share the movement’s views on biolog-
ical racial differences, multiculturalism, anti-​Semitism, and the 
desirability of a white ethnostate.

Although it wants to spread its message as widely as pos-
sible, at different points the Alt-​Right has viewed some social 
groups as more persuadable than others. Most notably, the 
Alt-​Right used the Trump campaign as an opportunity to start 
a conversation with Republican voters. However, the move-
ment has not looked exclusively to the right when looking 
for potential supporters. In late 2016, there were discussions 
within Alt-​Right venues about reaching out to disaffected 
Bernie Sanders supporters. In late 2017, the Alt-​Right hoped 
to make inroads in the skeptic community—​a movement that 
seeks to debunk pseudoscience and other claims that cannot 
be demonstrated via empirical examination. Some voices in 
the Alt-​Right seek to promote their views on science and race 
within these networks.

The Alt-​Right online does not systematically target 
specific individuals for recruitment. However, on var-
ious Alt-​Right forums, one can find advice for persuading 
individuals within one’s social network to accept the Alt-​
Right worldview.

Offline, the Alt-​Right usually spreads propaganda with 
fliers. Groups like Identity Evropa (see the section “What Is 
Identity Evropa?” in chapter 6) regularly place small posters 
in public spaces that contain an Alt-​Right message. They 
usually also include a uniform resource locator (URL) so 
that interested people can look them up online. These flier 
campaigns are especially common on college campuses, 
as the Alt-​Right is specifically trying to reach out to young 
people.
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What Events Led People to Join the Alt-​Right?

We should perhaps view the justifications that radical 
ideologues give for the beliefs with some skepticism. Such 
people may provide post hoc rationalizations for their opinions. 
Nonetheless, we find several common stories from Alt-​Right 
supporters who have described their “red pill” experiences. 
Many people who identify with the Alt-​Right have pointed to 
racial controversies that occurred during the Barack Obama 
administration as the cause of their radicalization.

In recent years, shootings of unarmed African Americans 
spurred new questions of racial bias and inequality in the 
United States. These shootings galvanized advocates for mi-
nority communities and led to the Black Lives Matter so-
cial movement. However, some white Americans witnessed 
these events and reached a different conclusion. The racist 
right argued that media coverage of these events proved that 
institutions in the United States were systematically biased 
against whites.

Some in the Alt-​Right point to the George Zimmerman 
murder trial as a catalyst for their radicalization. Zimmerman, 
a Hispanic man, was tried for the 2012 killing of an African 
American teenager named Trayvon Martin. White police of-
ficer Darren Wilson’s 2014 fatal shooting of Michael Brown, 
also an unarmed African American teenager, was another 
event that garnered much discussion on the far right.

The Alt-​Right argued that the media covered these events 
in a biased and dishonest manner, deliberately demonizing 
the shooters and inaccurately describing what transpired. 
According to the Alt-​Right, these shootings were completely 
justified, and journalists, activists, and politicians were using 
these events as an excuse to generate hatred against whites. 
They made this argument even though neither Zimmerman 
nor Wilson was found guilty.

Refugee crises also led to a new wave of white anxieties. 
In the spring and summer of 2014, a large number of refugees 
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from Central America entered the United States, fleeing vio-
lence in their home countries. In 2015, Europe experienced a 
similar, larger wave of migrants fleeing violence and poverty in 
the Middle East and Africa. These images of mostly nonwhites 
entering the United States and Europe spurred fears about 
white countries being “overrun” by “invaders.”

More broadly, the Alt-​Right is reacting to the demographic 
changes occurring in the United States and other Western coun-
tries. The United States is on track to become a nation with no 
clear racial majority in a few decades. Several European coun-
tries are on a similar trajectory. Fear of their future as a mi-
nority is causing some whites to turn to racial identity politics.

Many people in the Alt-​Right insist that they were not raised 
racist, that they did not inherit their views from their parents. 
They say that they developed their views on their own, largely 
from reading material on the Internet. In fact, the notion that 
the so-​called baby boomers are naïve and contemptible racial 
egalitarians, and thus responsible for the demographic decline 
of white America, is now a meme within the Alt-​Right.

Do Alt-​Right Supporters Have a Psychological Profile?

Because of the Alt-​Right’s anonymous nature, studying the 
movement’s supporters in a systematic fashion remains dif-
ficult. However, some scholars are making this effort and 
providing some initial results. Patrick S.  Forscher and Nour 
S.  Kteily recently released a working paper in which they 
sought to provide a psychological profile of the Alt-​Right.13 
This study included a sample of nearly five hundred Alt-​Right 
supporters, and a comparable number of people who did not 
identify with the Alt-​Right. The researchers were then able to 
compare the two groups.

The study showed a few ways in which Alt-​Right 
supporters differed, on average, from other people. For ex-
ample, respondents were asked questions designed to measure 
their Social Dominance Orientation (SDO), which measures 
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a preference for social hierarchy and dominance over other 
groups. The survey also measured personality characteris-
tics, notably the degree to which people exhibit so-​called Dark 
Triad traits, which include narcissism, Machiavellianism, and 
psychopathy.

The results for Alt-​Right supporters regarding SDO were as 
the researchers expected. The study found that the “alt-​right 
sample reported high levels of social dominance orientation, 
strong support for collective action on behalf of White people, 
and strong opposition to collective action on behalf of Black 
people.” They were similarly “willing to blatantly dehumanize 
both religious/​national outgroups and political opposition 
groups, reported high levels of the motivations to express 
prejudice towards Black people, and reported high levels of 
harassing and offensive behavior.”

The researchers did indicate, however, that there were two 
distinct types of Alt-​Right supporters, which they labeled 
“supremacists” and “populists.” The former exhibited more 
extremist tendencies and higher Dark Triad scores. The latter 
were less extreme and more likely to show concern about is-
sues such as government corruption.

At the time of this writing, this working paper has not been 
published in a peer-​reviewed journal. More work remains to 
be done on this subject.



2

 “WHITE NATIONALISM 1.0”

THE MOVEMENT’S PREDECESSORS

What Is White Nationalism 1.0?

White Nationalism 1.0 is a derisive term coined by the Alt-​Right 
to define its ideological predecessors. It refers to those white 
nationalist groups and individuals that were active in the 
late twentieth century and the first years of the twenty-​first 
century. They use that term mockingly because these groups 
were ineffective. They had a deserved reputation for violence 
and had little to offer well-​adjusted white Americans. These 
groups were known for their constant infighting, and their 
leaders attempted to attract cultlike followings. In some cases, 
these white nationalists formed literal religious cults.

The Alt-​Right has attempted to distance itself from these 
forerunners, insisting that it represents something genuinely 
new, as opposed to a mere rebranding of the preexisting move-
ment. To some degree, this is true. Although the Alt-​Right has 
the same ultimate goals as earlier white nationalists, the move-
ment developed independent of these previous manifestations 
of right-​wing radicalism. Alt-​Right material rarely refers to 
Ben Klassen, Richard Butler, Matthew Hale, or any of the other 
major figures of twentieth-​century white nationalism.

Nonetheless, the gap between the Alt-​Right and White 
Nationalism 1.0 is not as great as many in the Alt-​Right would 
like to believe. The Alt-​Right has faced major setbacks over the 

 

 



32  The Alt-Right

past year, and in the process, has begun exhibiting many of the 
same pathologies as its forbearers.

How Were Racist Movements Traditionally Organized?

Since the modern white nationalist movement was born, 
it often organized itself in a manner analogous to other po-
litical movements. It sought to create formal, membership-​
based organizations and engage in real-​world demonstrations. 
Although it typically did not have access to mainstream 
newsstands, it sought to distribute literature through its 
mailing lists and other means.

As the social stigma associated with open racism increased 
in the latter decades of the twentieth century, white nation-
alist recruiting efforts became increasingly difficult. It became 
harder to attract quality adherents, and the people who joined 
these groups often had limited social prospects, had addic-
tion problems, or engaged in criminal behavior. Some of these 
groups would be better labeled as criminal organizations than 
political movements.

Older white nationalist groups often revolved around a 
charismatic leader, who built a cultlike following. Although 
some of these groups cooperated, they also engaged in regular 
in-​fighting. There were frequent, high-​profile disputes among 
various groups. Organized white nationalist groups, especially 
those that engaged in criminal activity, also faced a perennial 
problem of government infiltration.

What Is the Ku Klux Klan?

The Ku Klux Klan (KKK) is the most notorious racist organiza-
tion in the United States. A group of former Confederate officers 
established the group in the South during Reconstruction. Its 
most infamous leader was the Confederate general Nathan 
Bedford Forrest, who became the organization’s “Grand 
Wizard.” The organization was dedicated to restoring  
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white supremacy in the defeated Southern states, often 
using the most brutal methods to deny African Americans 
the civil rights that they were promised by the constitutional 
amendments that followed the war. The federal government 
quickly and justifiably declared the KKK a terrorist organiza-
tion, and it fell apart after just a few years.

However, the KKK experienced a major resurgence 
throughout the United States in the early twentieth century, 
largely due to the 1915 film The Birth of a Nation, which cel-
ebrated it. The new KKK maintained its previous hatred of 
African Americans but added Catholics and Jews to its list of 
enemies, and it continued to use violent tactics. The KKK be-
came prominent outside the South, especially in the Midwest. 
This new iteration of the group also eventually collapsed, 
largely due to the 1925 murder conviction of D. C. Stephenson, 
one of its most important leaders at the time. The Klan again 
experienced a resurgence during the Civil Rights era, when it 
fought new federal efforts to ensure equal rights for African 
Americans, including the Voting Rights Act.

The KKK has existed continuously since that time, but 
it is now tiny, disorganized, and marginalized. Alt-​Right 
supporters typically deride the KKK as at best ineffective, and 
at worst as being full of federal agents. The KKK does, how-
ever, still hold occasional rallies. For example, the month be-
fore the Alt-​Right’s “Unite the Right” rally in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, the KKK staged its own rally in that city, drawing a 
few dozen supporters. The KKK does not have a centralized 
leadership structure. Several small groups describe themselves 
as part of the KKK, but they are not unified in a single, hierar-
chical organization.

Despite its small size, the KKK remains the best-​known hate 
group in the United States. Part of its notoriety is due to the in-
fluence that it once wielded in American life, especially in the 
1920s. In that decade, the KKK held massive rallies, including 
in Washington, D.C., and included respected public figures in 
its ranks. The Klan also made a permanent mark on America’s 
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collective consciousness with its outlandish costumes, titles 
(like “Grand Dragon”), and acts of violence. The terrifying 
image of a hooded Klansman burning a cross remains what 
comes to mind when people think about organized racism in 
America.

Who Was Francis Parker Yockey?

Francis Parker Yockey was among the most influential postwar 
white nationalists, though he had many critics within the 
movement. Whether the Alt-​Right realizes it or not, Yockey de-
veloped many of its commonly expressed ideas. He considered 
himself the philosophical heir of the German historian Oswald 
Spengler. Yockey viewed his best-​known work, Imperium, as 
a sequel to Spengler’s celebrated book The Decline of the West. 
The German legal scholar Carl Schmitt was also an important 
influence on him.

Yockey, born in Chicago in 1917, had been involved with 
the radical right since the late 1930s. He earned a law de-
gree and was briefly involved with the war crimes tribunals 
in Germany after World War II, though he was fired after a 
short time. He spent the rest of his life trying to revive fas-
cist ideals. He created a group called the European Liberation 
Front that he hoped would successfully spread his vision. 
Yockey networked and organized in the United States, Europe, 
and even Central America and Middle Eastern countries. To 
travel and agitate around the world, Yockey used several 
false passports. He was eventually caught doing so and was 
arrested in 1960. Days later, he killed himself in prison by con-
suming cyanide.

Like contemporary white nationalists, Yockey tended to 
downplay the differences among European groups, rejecting 
the nationalism and intra-​European hostilities that led to the 
world wars. His long-​term goal was the creation of a vast 
new empire that would encompass all of Western Europe. He 
wished to see the result of World War II reversed. He viewed 
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the period between 1940 and 1944, when most of Western 
Europe was under Nazi control, as a moment when most of 
the West was united, and he thought it was disastrous that it 
was defeated and occupied by “barbarians.”1

Although he influenced white nationalists in the United 
States and abroad, Yockey held some views that make him 
different from most of the contemporary radical right. For ex-
ample, he had idiosyncratic views on the nature of race. He 
rejected Darwin’s theory of evolution and did not view race 
as merely a biological category, as most white nationalists do 
today. Instead, Yockey viewed race from a spiritual perspec-
tive, though he was a racist and an anti-​Semite. He was also 
vehemently anti-​American—​so much so that he wanted the 
far right to work toward an alliance with the Soviet Union. In 
Yockey’s view, the Soviet Union was communist in name only, 
and in fact behaved more like a traditional imperial power. 
Some racist agitators from that period, such as George Lincoln 
Rockwell, despised Yockey’s work for these reasons. Yockey’s 
most important American admirer was Willis Carto, who 
worked to popularize his writings after his death.

Despite his detractors on the far right, Yockey’s vision of 
a global fascist movement that transcends national borders is 
now a common trope within the Alt-​Right. Yockey’s goal of 
building bridges between the far right in the United States and 
abroad is also shared by the contemporary far right. In addi-
tion, he was one of the first Americans to publicly deny that the 
Holocaust occurred—​in Imperium, he stated that gas chambers 
were a myth. For an introduction to Yockey’s life and work, 
I recommend Kevin Coogan’s book Dreamer of the Day: Francis 
Parker Yockey and the Postwar Fascist International.

Who Was George Lincoln Rockwell, and 
What Was the American Nazi Party?

The American Nazi Party was among the more extreme and 
flamboyant white nationalist organizations that formed in the 
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twentieth century. The organization was founded in 1959 by 
George Lincoln Rockwell, and it garnered considerable at-
tention during the Civil Rights era. Rockwell had previously 
served as an officer in the U.S.  navy, and his followers con-
tinued to refer to him as “Commander Rockwell” for the rest 
of his life.

Like the later Alt-​Right, Rockwell was able to draw atten-
tion to himself and his movement by embracing an outlandish, 
right-​wing aesthetic sensibility. Rockwell and his supporters 
flew swastika flags, marched in brown shirts, carried weapons, 
and made Nazi salutes. The organization created a magazine 
called The Stormtrooper. It is worth noting that they did these 
things at a time when World War II was still a relatively recent 
memory for Americans. Rockwell also started using a corncob 
pipe, similar to Douglas MacArthur’s—​Rockwell was fond of 
MacArthur and supported him during his brief presidential 
bid. When discussing Jews and racial minorities, Rockwell em-
ployed the most abhorrent slurs and spread outlandish con-
spiracy theories about a Jewish and African American plot to 
destroy America.

Rockwell had political aspirations, seeking public office on 
a few occasions. He ran as a write-​in candidate for president in 
1964, earning a few hundred votes. A year later, he ran for gov-
ernor of Virginia, earning approximately 1 percent of the vote. 
Despite his abysmal performance, Rockwell remained ada-
mant that he would be president of the United States one day. 
It is impossible to know how Rockwell would have performed 
in a more serious presidential bid, however, as a former sup-
porter murdered him in 1967. The American Nazi Party did not 
long outlive Rockwell, but it spawned similar organizations. 
William Pierce, one of Rockwell’s associates, later formed the 
National Alliance (see the section “Who Was William Pierce, 
and What Is the National Alliance?” later in this chapter). The 
National Socialist Movement (NSM) (see the section “What Is 
the National Socialist Movement?” later in this chapter) also 
has roots in the American Nazi Party.



“White Nationalism 1.0”: The Movement’s Predecessors  37

In practical terms, the American Nazi Party’s influence on 
American life was negligible. At its peak, it enjoyed at most a 
few hundred supporters, and its truly dedicated followers num-
bered far fewer. Rockwell’s public speeches and propaganda 
did not derail the Civil Rights Movement. However, Rockwell 
and his movement succeeded in drawing a huge amount of 
media attention. The famous author Alex Haley interviewed 
Rockwell in the pages of Playboy Magazine. Rockwell toured 
the nation giving speeches at college campuses. Like the Alt-​
Right today, the American Nazi Party could draw surprising 
attention to itself by being as brash, offensive, and extreme as 
possible. Rockwell’s activism had a performative quality that 
made him irresistible to journalists looking for a good story. For 
a longer discussion of Rockwell’s life and work, I recommend 
American Fuehrer: George Lincoln Rockwell and the American Nazi 
Party, by Frederick J. Simonelli.

Who Was Revilo P. Oliver?

Many people associated with the radical right in the United 
States once had connections with the mainstream conservative 
movement. None, however, were as closely tied to conservative 
institutions as Revilo P. Oliver, who was a friend and colleague 
of many of the most important postwar conservatives. Oliver 
had a PhD in classics and was a professor at the University of 
Illinois. He counted important conservatives such as William 
F. Buckley, Jr., and Willmoore Kendall among his friends, and 
he helped found National Review, the flagship magazine of 
the conservative movement. He was also one of the founding 
members of the John Birch Society (JBS). During his time in the 
conservative movement, he contributed hundreds of articles to 
conservative publications.

Oliver, however, never really fit within the conservative 
movement. He loathed religion, and Christianity in particular. 
More important, he was a strong anti-​Semite, which put him 
at odds with Buckley, who considered purging the mainstream 
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right of anti-​Semitism one of the most important elements of 
his career (see the section “What Has Been Conservatism’s 
Response to Open Racism in Its Ranks?” in chapter  7). 
Although he was opposed to communism, Oliver thought that 
the conservative obsession with communism was misguided, 
as anticommunism was a distraction from the struggle against 
Jews, whom he considered a greater threat to Western civiliza-
tion. He broke with conservatives entirely in the 1960s.

After abandoning conservatism, Oliver lost access to all 
popular publications. However, he did become a significant 
figure in the white nationalist movement. He collaborated 
with William Pierce, founder of the National Alliance. He also 
began working with extreme-​right publications, such as Liberty 
Bell magazine, and published multiple books that lambasted 
conservatism, Christianity, and Jewish people. Oliver com-
mitted suicide in 1994.

Despite his prominence in the conservative movement 
during its formative years, mainstream conservatives rarely 
discuss Oliver. For example, he was not mentioned a single time 
in George Nash’s comprehensive history of the movement, The 
Conservative Intellectual Movement in America Since 1945. This is 
curious, as conservatives are typically eager to highlight cases 
in which they drove open racists and anti-​Semites from their 
ranks. The degree to which Oliver has been airbrushed from 
their history books thus seems like an anomaly. The difference 
may be that, in this instance, it was the anti-​Semite that aban-
doned conservatives, not the other way around. The conserva-
tive movement cannot claim that this break represented a great 
moral victory on their part. Oliver’s long relationship with the 
conservative movement and its most important leaders is thus 
only an embarrassment to conservatives.

What Are Skinhead Gangs?

Skinhead culture is a European import to the United States. 
The skinhead culture originated in the United Kingdom in the 
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1960s. It was a predominantly working-​class phenomenon, 
and its followers were best known for their shaved heads 
(hence their name), tattoos, and style of dress (bomber jackets 
and Dr.  Martens boots, for example). It was also associated 
with musical genres, especially punk. Alienation from main-
stream bourgeois society was a hallmark of all significant skin-
head groups.

Skinheads first appeared in significant numbers in the 
United States in the late 1970s. Although skinheads have al-
ways been overwhelmingly white, not all skinhead groups 
are racist. When the movement began, it was mostly apolit-
ical. As skinheads diverged into left-​wing and right-​wing 
factions, some were devoted to fighting racism. Those calling 
themselves Skinheads Against Racial Prejudice (SHARP) have 
engaged in violent confrontations with racist skinheads. The 
white supremacist element of the skinhead movement is better 
known, however.

Racist skinhead groups are notoriously violent and have 
been involved in numerous racist assaults and murders in the 
United States. Skinhead groups have also aligned themselves 
in the past with other white nationalist organizations, such as 
the KKK and the Church of the Creator (CoTC) (see the sec-
tion “What Is the Church of the Creator?” later in this chapter). 
Although they are in decline, racist skinhead gangs remain 
part of American life. According to the Southern Poverty Law 
Center, there were 78 active racist skinhead groups in 2016, 
down from the 2012 peak of 138.2

The Alt-​Right is mostly disconnected from the racist skin-
head movement, though there may be some skinheads that 
identify as Alt-​Right. Skinheads are rarely mentioned on the 
major Alt-​Right platforms, and the Alt-​Right has a different 
aesthetic sensibility. Whereas skinheads emphasize their 
working-​class origin and display it in their clothing, much of 
the Alt-​Right prefers to appear more modern and polished, 
preferring polo shirts and suits to steel-​toed boots and shaved 
heads. Whereas skinheads revel in their fierce and threatening 
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appearance, the Alt-​Right has sought to appear reasonable and 
well adjusted.

Who Is Tom Metzger?

Tom Metzger was one of the most significant white nation-
alist organizers of the late twentieth century. During the 1970s, 
he held a leadership role in the KKK and served as a minister 
for a Christian Identity church (see the section “What Is the 
Christian Identity Movement?” later in this chapter), though 
he later abandoned the Identity movement. Metzger unsuc-
cessfully pursued elected office on multiple occasions. Unlike 
David Duke (see the section “Who Is David Duke?” later in 
this chapter), Metzger always ran as a Democrat. On questions 
unrelated to race, Metzger often supported left-​wing policy 
positions. Although he had once been a fervent anticommunist 
and member of the JBS, he later turned against capitalism 
and embraced the Third Position ideology, which he thought 
would make his views more appealing to economically disad-
vantaged whites.

Metzger’s first foray into electoral politics occurred in 1978, 
when he unsuccessfully ran for San Diego County supervisor. 
Two years later, he won the Democratic primary election for the 
local congressional seat. Because of his racial views, the state 
Democratic Party disavowed Metzger, and he lost badly in the 
general election—​which likely would have occurred even if 
the party had supported him, as it was a heavily Republican 
district. He made one final attempt to gain political power 
in 1982, when he pursued the Democratic Party nomination 
for U.S. Senate. He lost this race badly as well, earning a little 
under 3 percent of the vote.

After abandoning electoral politics, Metzger again focused 
his attention on organizing racist groups. He created the White 
Aryan Resistance (WAR) in 1983. WAR was particularly in-
terested in recruiting skinheads. It was also responsible for 
multiple acts of extreme violence. In 1988, a skinhead group 

 



“White Nationalism 1.0”: The Movement’s Predecessors  41

affiliated with Metzger murdered an Ethiopian immigrant. 
Although Metzger was not directly involved in the killing, a 
jury in a civil trial concluded that he was liable for inciting 
the act, and Metzger and his organization were ordered to 
pay millions of dollars to the victim’s family. Because of 
WAR’s lack of resources, this verdict was a serious blow to the 
organization.

Metzger is notable for his enthusiastic embrace of new 
forms of media. In the 1980s he ran a public-​access television 
program called Race and Reason. He and his son famously 
appeared on Geraldo, the syndicated talk show hosted by 
Geraldo Rivera, leading to a melee in which Rivera’s nose was 
broken. WAR also published a monthly newspaper. In addi-
tion, Metzger was an early proponent of using the Internet to 
organize racist groups and spread the white nationalist mes-
sage. He created a website in the mid-​1990s and later hosted 
an online radio show. Today, podcasts are one of the Alt-​
Right’s most important propaganda tools.

Who Was William Pierce, and What Is the National Alliance?

William Pierce, who was previously associated with the 
American Nazi Party and worked with George Lincoln 
Rockwell, founded the National Alliance in 1974. Before 
turning to racist activism, Pierce was a physicist who earned 
his PhD from the University of Colorado and later taught at the 
University of Oregon. Before joining explicitly racist groups, he 
was a member of the conservative JBS. The National Alliance 
board included the former conservative Revilo P. Oliver. Pierce 
eventually located the National Alliance headquarters in West 
Virginia.

From the 1970s until Pierce’s death in 2002, the National 
Alliance was one of the most notorious hate groups in America. 
At its peak, it may have had as many as two thousand members, 
as well as chapters in other countries. A significant number of 
National Alliance members have been convicted of racist crimes.
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Pierce used his platform at the National Alliance to pro-
mote extreme racism, as well as a philosophy that he called 
“Cosmotheism.” Like many twentieth-​century white 
nationalists, Pierce felt it important to provide a religious foun-
dation for his political beliefs. Cosmotheism is a variety of pan-
theism. Cosmotheists do not believe in a personal god or gods 
and do not believe in an afterlife. Instead, Cosmotheists try to 
find meaning by protecting and improving the white race.

Pierce was also interested in using popular culture to spread 
his ideas. In the late 1990s, he purchased the White Power 
record label Resistance Records, which released racist punk 
and heavy metal albums. Resistance Records also released a 
computer game called Ethnic Cleansing, a first-​person-​shooter 
game in which the player murders minorities.

Pierce died of cancer in 2002. The National Alliance fell into 
disarray shortly thereafter. His successors lacked his charisma 
and organizational skills. Within a few years, the National 
Alliance ceased to be one of the more important hate groups 
in the United States. The group still exists and operates a web-
site, but there appears to be little overlap between it and the 
Alt-​Right, and few current Alt-​Right supporters cite Pierce as 
an inspiration.

What Was The Turner Diaries?

The Turner Diaries was a work of fiction written by Pierce, who 
initially published the book under the pen name “Andrew 
MacDonald.” It first appeared as a series of short stories 
published in the National Alliance’s publication Attack! The 
organization assembled these disparate stories and published 
them as a novel in 1978. It remains one of the most notorious 
works of white nationalist fiction ever written. The book traces 
the exploits of its protagonist, Earl Turner, as he engages in a 
race war.

The book is gruesome. The main characters slaughter 
blacks, Jews, and anyone affiliated with “the System.” The 
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book also describes the mass murder of whites considered 
traitors to their race on the “Day of the Ropes.” It ends with 
the protagonist’s final journal entry, written shortly before he 
flies a plane carrying a nuclear bomb into the Pentagon.

In the epilogue, The Turner Diaries explains how the vic-
torious white supremacists have engaged in the systematic 
murder, via weapons of mass destruction, of all nonwhites 
across the globe. Beyond its obscene violence, the book is noto-
rious because it inspired a few real-​world terrorist attacks. The 
white nationalist criminal group The Order took its name from 
the secretive inner circle that directed the genocidal campaign 
in The Turner Diaries.

The Turner Diaries received even more media attention when 
it was revealed that Timothy McVeigh, who conducted the 
deadly bombing of a federal building in Oklahoma City, used 
ideas from the book. The terrorists in the novel built bombs 
using fertilizer when they lacked access to more conventional 
explosives. McVeigh did the same. Pierce denied any responsi-
bility for the attack, however, noting that his book was a work 
of fiction and not intended to be a guidebook.3

What Was The Order?

The Order, also known as “the Silent Brotherhood,” was a ter-
rorist organization that operated in the 1980s. As previously 
noted, it was explicitly inspired by The Turner Diaries, taking 
its name from the cultlike inner circle in the book. Robert 
Matthews, who was also a member of the National Alliance, 
founded The Order in 1983 in order to wage a guerrilla war 
against the “Zionist Occupied Government” (see the section 
“What Does ZOG Mean?” later in this chapter). The small 
group committed a series of armed robberies and developed 
a counterfeiting operation. It stole millions of dollars, much 
of which it subsequently gave to other racist organizations. 
A significant portion of that money was never recovered.4 The 
group also murdered Alan Berg, a liberal Jewish radio host, 
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and planned to assassinate Morris Dees, who founded the 
Southern Poverty Law Center, which monitors hate groups.

The Order was brought down in 1984, when the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) traced Matthews to his home 
on Whidbey Island in Washington State. Matthews was 
killed in a subsequent shootout. Other members of The 
Order were subsequently arrested and imprisoned. Aside 
from Matthews, David Lane was the most notorious member 
of The Order. Lane is best known for coining the “Fourteen 
Words” (see the section “What Does 1488 Mean?” later in this 
chapter). For his role in The Order’s criminal activities, Lane 
was sentenced to 190  years in prison. While incarcerated, 
he continued to write white nationalist material. He died 
in 2007.

What Is the Militia Movement?

Militias are private paramilitary organizations. The militia 
movement is often conflated with white supremacy, and for that 
reason deserves some discussion in this chapter. However, the 
militia movement that briefly thrived in the 1990s was not pre-
dominantly focused on race. This is not to say that no militias 
were racists, or that white racial anxieties had nothing to do 
with the movement’s growth, but most militias subscribed to a 
nonracial, antigovernment ideology, often combined with con-
spiracy theories.

Posse Comitatus was an early manifestation of the mi-
litia movement. It was racist and closely tied to the Christian 
Identity movement (see the section “What Is the Christian 
Identity Movement?” later in this chapter). This group was 
responsible for several serious crimes. Most notably, a Posse 
member named Gordon Kahl killed two federal marshals in 
1983 and was later killed in a shootout. Posse members were 
also responsible for many smaller crimes, such as tax evasion. 
Because many militias do not recognize the U.S. government’s 
legitimacy, they refuse to comply with tax laws and other 
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regulations. Many militia groups expressed anti-​Semitic 
conspiracy theories analogous to those expressed by white 
nationalists.

The militia movement has a long history, but it experienced 
significant growth in the early 1990s, when several shocking 
events convinced some Americans that the U.S. government 
was becoming tyrannical. In 1992, a standoff between federal 
agents and Randy Weaver and his family left three people 
dead near Ruby Ridge, Idaho. Subsequent trials determined 
that government agencies had behaved improperly, and the re-
maining members of the Weaver family were awarded massive 
financial compensation. The government siege of the Branch 
Davidian compound near Waco, Texas, was even more signif-
icant. The Branch Davidians were a fringe religious group. In 
1993, a standoff between the group and federal agents ended 
with the deaths of eighty-two Davidians. These events were 
a major recruitment tool for militias, which enjoyed steady 
increases in their membership afterward. These groups often 
recruited at gun shows.

But the militia movement’s growth came to a dramatic end 
in 1995, when Timothy McVeigh blew up a federal building 
in Oklahoma City, killing 168 people. McVeigh had ties to mi-
litia groups, and he claimed that his actions were a response to 
Ruby Ridge and Waco. The bombing was a devastating blow 
to the movement. Whatever goodwill it had earned because 
of recent government overreach immediately collapsed, and 
many organizations simply disbanded.

In subsequent years, groups endorsing similar ideologies 
emerged. Many of these newer groups, such as the Oath 
Keepers and the Three Percenters, have emphasized that they 
are not motivated by racism or anti-​Semitism.

The Alt-​Right has shown little interest in the militia move-
ment, though there have been some connections. Several mi-
litia groups were present at the “Unite the Right” rally. These 
groups wore military-​style uniforms and carried weapons at 
the event. They all claimed that they had attended to support 
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the First Amendment rights of the rallygoers, rather than to 
express support for the rally’s message.

For a better understanding of the militia movement, I rec-
ommend To Shake Their Guns in the Tyrant’s Face, by Robert 
H. Churchill, and American Extremism, by Darren Mulloy.

What Does 1488 Mean?

White nationalists have used the term 1488 for decades. It 
has also been embraced by much of the Alt-​Right, though 
some of them seem to use it as an inside joke rather than a 
call to arms. It often appears in Twitter and on white nation-
alist message boards. These numbers represent a combina-
tion of two white nationalist slogans. The 14 represents the 
“Fourteen Words,” first coined by David Lane. The Fourteen 
Words are “We must secure the existence of our people and 
a future for white children.” This slogan was embraced by 
the white nationalist movement and is commonly expressed 
by the contemporary Alt-​Right. The 88 is a code for “Heil 
Hitler” (H is the eighth letter of the alphabet). Among white 
nationalists on the Internet, 1488 may be the most popular 
slogan.

What Is the National Socialist Movement?

After the American Nazi Party collapsed, its former members 
created multiple groups. The most famous and influential was 
William Pierce’s National Alliance, but the NSM is another 
such group. The NSM was founded in 1974. At that time, it 
was called the National Socialist American Workers Freedom 
Movement. It did not adopt the shorter name until 1994, when 
a neo-​Nazi named Jeff Shoep took over the organization.

Unlike many other contemporary white nationalist groups, 
the NSM openly adopted Nazi symbols. At public events, its 
members have historically worn Nazi uniforms and swastika 
armbands. The group enjoyed a period of robust growth in the 
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early 2000s, when competing organizations like Aryan Nations, 
the Church of the Creator, and the National Alliance collapsed. 
As recently as 2011, it was described by The New York Times as 
the “largest supremacist group,” and it apparently had hun-
dreds of members.5 The NSM website says that it has groups 
in dozens of U.S. states and multiple countries overseas. The 
true size of the NSM at any given time is difficult to estimate 
with confidence, however, and it is worth noting that it has 
never staged a public event in which hundreds of members 
appeared.

The NSM is best known for its public demonstrations. 
Although it has not altered its message, the group attempted 
to rebrand itself in 2016 by ceasing to use swastikas.6 Since that 
time, it has increasingly cooperated with other groups, notably 
the Traditionalist Worker Party (TWP) and other groups asso-
ciated with the new confederation of organizations called the 
Nationalist Front. The NSM was present at several significant 
white nationalist rallies in recent years, such as a “White Lives 
Matter” rally in Shelbyville, Tennessee, and the “Unite the 
Right” rally in Charlottesville.

What Is the Christian Identity Movement?

The Christian Identity movement was once a popular religion 
among racists in the United States. The religion maintained 
many unusual theological stances. Most notably, it sought 
to reinterpret the Bible in such a way that white Europeans, 
rather than the Jews, represented the true “chosen people.” 
The religion’s roots can be traced to nineteenth-​century 
Britain, where a small number of people argued that modern 
Europeans were direct descendants of the ancient Israelites 
described in the Old Testament—​a movement called British 
Israelism. This belief never gained more than a small number 
of adherents at the time. The original proponents of the idea 
were not apparently motivated by racial, ethnic, or religious 
animus.
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In the United States in the twentieth century, these reli-
gious ideas were used to justify preexisting anti-​Semitism. 
Those who embraced these views concluded that Jews were 
a cursed race, and that nonwhites more generally possessed 
no souls. No mainstream Christian denomination has ever 
endorsed these theological positions, and few Christians 
have embraced them. Nonetheless, these ideas gained a large 
amount of attention after they were adopted by prominent 
American racists. Richard Butler of Aryan Nations, for ex-
ample, preached Christian Identity ideas, and George Lincoln 
Rockwell of the American Nazi Party also endorsed Christian 
Identity.

Christian Identity has experienced a steep decline in re-
cent decades. During the 1990s, it was an important faction 
within the broader white nationalist movement. Today, it has 
very little influence. Within the Alt-​Right, there are numerous 
people who identify as Christians, but few who embrace 
the Christian Identity theology. The most popular Alt-​Right 
websites rarely mention Christian Identity. For a useful intro-
duction to the Christian Identity movement’s history, I recom-
mend Michael Barkun’s book, Religion and the Racist Right: The 
Origins of the Christian Identity Movement.

What Was Aryan Nations?

At the peak of its influence, Aryan Nations was among the 
more significant hate groups in the United States. Richard 
Butler founded the group in the 1970s. Butler, a former 
aeronautical engineer and inventor, hoped that the Pacific 
Northwest could one day become a “white homeland,” and 
he built a compound for the organization in Idaho, near the 
tourist city of Coeur d’Alene. Like many white supremacist 
leaders of this period, Butler followed the Christian Identity 
movement. The Aryan Nations compound eventually be-
came a gathering place for white supremacists. Butler held 
regular meetings that he called the “Aryan Nations World 
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Congress.” The compound also hosted annual skinhead 
gatherings.

Butler and Aryan Nations were often closely connected 
with violent extremism. Robert Matthews and other members 
of The Order had connections with Aryan Nations. The Order 
gave some of the money that it stole during its crime spree to 
Butler, but law enforcement could not prove that Butler knew 
the money was obtained illegally.

Aryan Nations did not limit its activities to its own com-
pound, hosting parades and flier campaigns throughout the 
community. Other locals objected to this, as they did not want 
their region to develop a reputation as a haven for white 
supremacists, but they could do little about it without violating 
the group’s First Amendment rights.

A lawsuit brought down Aryan Nations in 2000. After 
Aryan Nations members assaulted two people outside the 
compound, the Southern Poverty Law Center filed a lawsuit 
on the victims’ behalf. To pay the multimillion-​dollar judgment 
that resulted, Aryan Nations was forced to sell its property. 
Butler died in 2004, and the organization split apart shortly 
thereafter. None of its offshoots have attained a similar level of 
national prominence, however.

Contemporary Alt-​Right material rarely references Butler or 
Aryan Nations. Nor have any significant figures within the Alt-​
Right thus far followed the compound model of organizing, 
though the TWP (see the section “Who Is Matthew Heimbach, 
and What Was the Traditionalist Worker Party?” in chapter 6) 
apparently owned property where multiple members resided. 
However, Butler’s ideas about the Pacific Northwest as the 
ideal place for a new white homeland are still promoted by 
some white nationalists.

What Is the Northwest Front?

The Northwest Front wants to create a new white nation in 
the Pacific Northwest, hoping to spark a racist separatist 
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movement in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and western 
Montana. Richard Butler of Aryan Nations is best known for 
popularizing the idea, though he was inspired by a former 
KKK leader named Robert Miles. Harold Covington, who 
has been involved with white nationalist causes since the 
early 1970s, is now the person most associated with this idea. 
Covington has a long history of feuding with other white 
nationalists; Ben Klassen and William Pierce, for example, 
disparaged him.

Like Pierce, Covington has laid out his vision in a series 
of novels. He has written four novels explaining how a guer-
rilla war by white nationalists could cause racial minorities 
and the U.S. federal government to flee the region. He argues 
that a persistent, violent campaign, using tactics developed 
by the Irish Republican Army (IRA) to fight British control 
of Northern Ireland, could eventually make it impossible to 
govern the region.

As was the case with Pierce, Covington insists that his 
works of fiction are not intended to inspire any acts of real-​
world violence. But Covington was one of the few people ex-
plicitly named in Dylann Roof’s manifesto, which came to 
light at the time of his murderous rampage in Charleston, 
South Carolina. For now, however, Covington’s main activism 
is focused on encouraging white nationalists to move to the 
Northwest and form communities of like-​minded people.

Covington continues to fight with other white nationalists, 
and contemporary Alt-​Right platforms only infrequently 
cite Covington as a model. The idea that some portion of 
the United States should be carved out as a homeland for 
whites has been a common theme in white nationalist liter-
ature, however. Tom Metzger has drawn a similar (though 
larger) map of what he called the “White American Bastion.” 
Contemporary Southern nationalists would like to see the 
original Confederate States of America re-​created (see the 
section “What Is the Neo-​Confederate Movement?” later in 
this chapter).
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What Is the Church of the Creator?

The CoTC, also known as the Creativity Movement, is a re-
ligious group created by Ben Klassen in 1973, though we 
must apply the term religion somewhat loosely in this context. 
Klassen and his followers did not believe in anything super-
natural. In fact, they rejected all religious claims about gods 
and the afterlife. Instead, they wanted whites to pursue the 
improvement and expansion of their race with the zeal of reli-
gious fanatics.

Before turning all his attention to racist activism, Klassen 
was involved in conventional politics. He was a member of the 
JBS and briefly served as a representative in the Florida legisla-
ture. Klassen rejected all religions, but he despised Christianity 
in particular because of its effects on the white race. He argued 
that Christianity was actually a Jewish conspiracy designed 
to enslave whites, and that its maxims about forgiveness and 
celebrations of weakness were detrimental to whites. His con-
tempt for Christianity was so strong that he even rejected the 
racialized versions of Christianity that were popular among 
some white nationalists during his time—​he had no patience 
with Christian Identity, for example.

In place of Christianity, Klassen wanted a religion built ex-
plicitly and entirely around race, devoid of any references to 
the supernatural. He wrote three “holy books” that would 
serve as the foundation for Creativity: Nature’s Eternal Religion, 
The White Man’s Bible, and Salubrious Living. Although Klassen 
did not believe in any supernatural intelligence, he argued that 
“nature” provided certain lessons that humankind must ab-
sorb in order to thrive. These ideas were intuitive to Klassen, 
but he felt that Christianity and liberal ideologies had blinded 
whites to their truth. According to Klassen, every species and 
subspecies has a natural drive to strengthen itself and expand 
as widely as possible. He thus made this the central aim of his 
religion. In fact, the religion holds that anything that benefits 
the white race represents “the highest good.” Klassen gave 
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himself the title “Pontifex Maximus.” He had great aspirations 
for his organization and hoped that his compound would even-
tually be a training ground for the next generation of white 
nationalists. He wanted to create a “school for gifted boys,” 
where young boys would be indoctrinated into his belief 
system and prepared for a lifetime of activism and leadership.

Creativity enjoyed meaningful growth during the 1980s, but 
like other racist organizations of that period, it was hamstrung 
by its own violence. A  Creativity leader was convicted of 
murdering an African American man in 1991, and the CoTC 
was eventually forced to pay a $1  million settlement to the 
victim’s family. In 1993, law enforcement thwarted several vi-
olent plots by Creativity followers. Klassen killed himself that 
same year.

Creativity enjoyed a resurgence in influence and popularity 
when Matthew Hale took over the organization in 1995; he 
also claimed the title of Pontifex Maximus. Within a few years, 
Hale had organized dozens of new chapters across the United 
States. He made regular appearances in the popular media and 
was considered one of the more important racist leaders in the 
country.

By the early 2000s, however, the Creativity Movement 
began to collapse again. Hale was convicted of attempting to 
solicit the murder of a judge in 2004, and remains in prison 
for that crime. The Creativity Movement still exists and has 
active chapters in several states, but it is not one of the more 
significant groups in contemporary white nationalism, and it 
is rarely referenced in Alt-​Right material.

What Does RaHoWa Mean?

The term RaHoWa originated in earlier white nationalist circles, 
but some extreme elements of the Alt-​Right have also embraced 
it. RaHoWa stands for “racial holy war.” Ben Klassen devel-
oped the catchphrase for the Church of the Creator. RaHoWa 
was also the name of a white supremacist heavy metal band 
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that released music in the early 1990s. The term is not as prev-
alent as 1488, but it is used regularly by white nationalists on 
social media and on message boards.

What Does ZOG Mean?

Among white nationalists, ZOG stands for “Zionist Occupied 
Government.” It is based on the conspiracy theory that Jews 
control the U.S. government and other powerful institutions. 
The term was popular among twentieth-​century white 
nationalists, and the Alt-​Right still uses it in essays and forums, 
as well as on social media.

What Is the Atomwaffen Division?

The Atomwaffen Division (AWD) is a new group, formed in 
2015. Despite forming only recently, its style and rhetoric are 
more like that of the hate groups of White Nationalism 1.0 
than the Alt-​Right, which is why the group is included in this 
chapter. AWD expresses contempt for the Alt-​Right’s “key-
board warriors” and demands that its members step away 
from their computers and prepare for real-​world violence. Its 
propaganda materials present extreme imagery without a hint 
of irony. AWD was an offshoot of a now-​defunct website called 
Iron March.

AWD expresses admiration for several of the major fig-
ures of white nationalism, such as George Lincoln Rockwell 
and William Pierce. The group is also fascinated with Charles 
Manson, who led an infamous murderous cult in the 1960s. 
AWD’s most important text is a collection of newsletters 
written by a neo-​Nazi named James Mason in the 1980s. These 
newsletters were subsequently compiled into a book called 
SIEGE, in which Mason expressed his admiration for Manson, 
as well as Anton LaVey, the founder of the Church of Satan.

AWD mostly avoids the kinds of public demonstrations 
associated with other white nationalist groups and, more 
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recently, the Alt-​Right. It has conducted small flier campaigns 
on multiple college campuses. Although Alt-​Right groups such 
as Identity Evropa also have flier campaigns, AWD fliers are 
more threatening, including slogans such as “Join your local 
Nazis” and “Prepare for race war.” The fliers strongly imply 
that the group is prepared to engage in violent acts. AWD also 
emphasizes that its members are engaging in regular military 
training, and the group will accept only members willing to 
meet in the real world.

AWD members have already been tied to multiple murders. 
At the time of this writing, the organization has been connected 
to five killings, although two of these deaths were allegedly 
the result of one AWD member killing his own roommates, 
who were also members of the group. Because of its violent 
messages, talk of race war, and insistence that its members 
leave the Internet and act in the real world, AWD is poten-
tially one of the most dangerous white nationalist groups in 
the United States.

Who Is David Duke?

David Duke is among the most well known white nationalists 
in the United States. He is notable because he is one of the few 
people in the white nationalist movement to hold a significant 
elected office. He began working in racial politics at a young 
age, joining the KKK at seventeen. He later served as a Grand 
Wizard in the organization. While a student at Louisiana State 
University, he founded a group called the White Youth Alliance. 
He was also a member of the National Socialist Liberation 
Front, which began as the youth wing of the National Socialist 
White People’s Party—​known as the American Nazi Party 
until 1967. In 1980, he formed a new organization called the 
National Association for the Advancement of White People 
and cut ties with the KKK.

Over the last four decades, Duke has repeatedly entered 
the political arena. During the 1970s, he ran as a Democrat, 
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seeking a seat in the Louisiana Senate in 1975 and 1979. He 
briefly sought the Democratic Party’s presidential nomina-
tion in 1980, and again in 1988. After gaining a minuscule 
amount of support from Democratic supporters, he left the 
Democratic Party and ran for president on the Populist Party 
ticket in 1988. Although Duke never disavowed his associ-
ation with hate groups, he did downplay his racism during 
his later electoral bids, noting that he became less radical as 
he grew older. He continued to focus on racial issues, but 
he usually emphasized subjects that mainstream Southern 
conservatives wanted to talk about, such as affirmative action 
and welfare policy.

Duke changed parties again in 1989 and ran in a special 
election for a seat in the Louisiana House of Representatives as 
a Republican. That campaign ended with Duke’s sole general-​
election victory. He pursued a seat in the U.S. Senate in 1990 
(earning a little less than 44 percent of the vote) and ran for 
governor of Louisiana in 1991 (earning 39 percent of the vote). 
Duke sought the presidency in 1992, entering the Republican 
primaries, though he again performed poorly. Duke ran for 
the U.S. Senate once more in 1996, this time winning less than 
12 percent of the vote, and for the U.S. House in 1999, winning 
about 19 percent of the vote.

David Duke’s political career is an important moment in 
the history of the Republican Party. His main political efforts 
occurred at a time when the GOP was trying to distance it-
self from open racists. Had he entered the U.S. Senate or the 
Louisiana governor’s mansion, he would have been a signif-
icant albatross for the GOP. Despite winning support from 
Republican voters in primary elections in Louisiana, leading 
Republicans such as President George H.W. Bush denounced 
him, as did Buckley of National Review.

David Duke retreated from the political arena in the early 
2000s. He earned a PhD in history from a private university in 
Ukraine in 2005. He continued writing and broadcasting racist 
material during this period, but his influence in the white 
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nationalist movement waned. Early Alt-​Right material rarely 
mentioned him.

Duke again entered the public spotlight in the context of 
the 2016 presidential election. He enthusiastically endorsed 
Donald Trump, who was subsequently criticized for not im-
mediately disavowing Duke’s support. Hoping to capitalize 
on Trump’s movement, Duke again ran for U.S. Senate in 
Louisiana in 2016, but he won only about 3 percent of the vote.

Duke has since become a more significant figure within 
the Alt-​Right. He attended the “Unite the Right” rally in 
Charlottesville, and shortly thereafter appeared in a video 
with Mike Enoch of The Daily Shoah. He has also appeared 
on another podcast hosted at The Right Stuff (see the section 
“What Is The Right Stuff?” in chapter 4).

What Is the Neo-​Confederate Movement?

Neo-​Confederates, also known as Southern nationalists, want to 
see the results of the Civil War reversed. Although they do not 
all agree on the details, they would like to see the eleven states 
that formed the Confederate States of America between 1861 
and 1865 once again have their independence.

Neo-​Confederates have made many arguments. Some 
are not based on race. For example, some apologists for the 
Confederacy argue that the real issue of the Civil War was 
states’ rights. Others engage in revisionist history, arguing 
that race and slavery were not the fundamental issues of that 
conflict.

Many contemporary Southern nationalists are also white 
nationalists. That is, they hope that a new and independent 
Southern nation would also be a white nation. The explic-
itly racial Southern nationalist groups may be considered 
part of the Alt-​Right, broadly defined, although Southern 
nationalists existed long before the term Alt-​Right was created. 
These groups include The League of the South and Identity 
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Dixie. These groups do not downplay the racial aspects of the 
Southern secession and the Civil War.

Compared to the rest of the Alt-​Right, Southern nationalists 
tend to more heavily emphasize their Christian heritage. 
A blogger who uses the name “Hunter Wallace” is one of the 
leading voices of this movement, and Michael Hill, president 
of The League of the South, is another significant figure. The 
connection between Southern nationalism and the Alt-​Right 
became more explicit in 2017, when the removal of statues 
honoring Confederate leaders was the stated catalyst for the 
“Unite the Right” rally.

Not all Southern heritage groups call for secession, or even 
have a political agenda. Some Southern heritage groups, such 
as the Sons of Confederate Veterans, are primarily focused 
on celebrating Southern history and maintaining Southern 
symbols in public spaces. Although these groups are contro-
versial, their political agenda differs from that of the Alt-​Right 
and other white nationalist movements.

What Is Highbrow White Nationalism?

Not all white nationalists fit the stereotypes associated with 
the Klan or skinheads. Many far-​right voices attempt to make 
a more scholarly case for their views. What I call highbrow white 
nationalism avoids the pageantry and violent threats typically 
associated with racist organizations, instead preferring journals 
that use academic jargon. This category of white nationalists 
works to revive many of the ideas about race and eugenics 
that were common during the Progressive era (see the section 
“What Was the Progressive Movement of the Late Nineteenth 
and Early Twentieth Centuries?” in chapter 4), and it is eager 
to highlight any new scientific research indicating that race is a 
legitimate biological category—​and its proponents do so even 
when the researchers themselves deny any such implications 
for their work.
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Beyond scientific issues, however, this group takes an in-
terest in philosophers whose work validates their worldview. 
They strive to popularize ideas and thinkers that are other-
wise mostly ignored, especially ideas developed in Europe in 
the interwar period and by the European New Right (see the 
section “Who Is Alain de Benoist, and What Is the European 
New Right?” in chapter  3). As is the case with most white 
nationalists, highbrow white nationalists are mostly found on-
line. However, some groups also release print publications.

Like other varieties of white nationalism and related radi
calism, there is relatively little financial support for those 
promoting these ideas. The Pioneer Fund is the most signifi-
cant source of funds for individuals backing scientific racism. 
This group was founded in the 1930s and was explicitly in 
favor of eugenics. Since that time, it has funded some of the 
most notorious studies of race and IQ, which are frequently 
endorsed and promoted by white nationalists in the United 
States and elsewhere.

Unlike most of the groups discussed in this chapter, high-
brow white nationalism has a direct and acknowledged in-
fluence on the broader Alt-​Right. Examples of highbrow 
white nationalism include Jared Taylor’s website, American 
Renaissance; the North American New Right (NANR) (see the 
section “What Is the North American New Right?” in chapter 3) 
and its website, Counter Currents; The Occidental Quarterly; and 
The Occidental Observer.

Who Is Jared Taylor, and What Is American Renaissance?

Although it was created in the early 1990s, at a time when 
White Nationalism 1.0 was at a peak, we may now consider 
Jared Taylor’s website American Renaissance part of the Alt-​
Right. Taylor founded an organization called the New Century 
Foundation in 1990, which is best known for producing 
American Renaissance, which was a print publication until 2013; 
it is now entirely online. Taylor’s first book on race relations, 
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Paved with Good Intentions, was released by a mainstream pub-
lisher in 1992. Taylor’s organization at one point enjoyed fi-
nancial backing from the pro-​eugenics Pioneer Fund.

Taylor promotes a different variety of white nationalism 
than other figures who were prominent in the movement in 
the 1990s. He avoids racial slurs and does not allow them to 
appear on his website. The articles in American Renaissance 
are well edited and often maintain an academic tone. The 
New Century Foundation regularly releases a publication 
titled “The Color of Crime,” which looks at crime statis-
tics broken down by race. Much of American Renaissance is 
focused on so-​called race realism (see the section “What Is 
Race Realism?” in chapter  4), though it also prints articles 
on politics and culture. The website now also posts videos 
and podcasts.

Taylor hosts a regular American Renaissance conference, 
which brings together some of the most well known white 
nationalists and race realists. Speakers at these events are usu-
ally from the less radical wing of the movement—​people such 
as Peter Brimelow of VDARE and John Derbyshire, who previ-
ously wrote for National Review. VDARE is an anti-​immigration 
website named for Virginia Dare, the first English child born in 
North America.

Taylor is also distinct from both 1990s white nationalists 
and most of the contemporary Alt-​Right, in that he rejects 
anti-​Semitism and does not publish anti-​Semitic material. He 
has stated on multiple occasions that he does not consider 
Jewish people a hindrance to his goals, and he condemns 
Holocaust deniers and neo-​Nazis. This is a controversial po-
sition in the white nationalist movement, as anti-​Semitism is 
often a fundamental element of their ideology. At the 2006 
American Renaissance conference, for example, there was a 
heated and public argument between David Duke and one 
of Taylor’s Jewish supporters. Although American Renaissance 
opposes anti-​Semitism, American Renaissance conferences do 
not bar people from attending simply for being anti-​Semites.
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Taylor has more recently had disputes with the Alt-​Right 
over the question of neo-​Nazism. He was one of the most 
significant figures associated with the Alt-​Right to denounce 
the use of Nazi salutes at the 2016 National Policy Institute 
(NPI) conference (see the section “What Is the National Policy 
Institute?” in chapter 6).

What Is the White Nationalist Attitude Toward Popular Culture?

White nationalists and other racist groups have long despised 
mainstream popular culture. In this regard, they are like many 
mainstream conservatives, who also express misgivings about 
contemporary music, film, and literature. White nationalists, 
however, tend to fixate on different aspects of popular culture 
than do mainstream conservatives. White nationalists con-
sider it a problem that many Jewish people have prominent 
positions in Hollywood, and they argue that Jews use those 
positions to push an antiwhite agenda—​promoting multicul-
turalism, immigration, and interracial romantic relationships. 
Like conservatives, they often lambaste the entertainment in-
dustry for promoting sexual and other kinds of immorality, 
but this is secondary to racial issues.

White nationalists have approached the subject of pop-
ular culture from different angles. Some have attempted to 
create pro-​white alternatives to popular forms of media. White 
Power music, popular among some skinhead subcultures in 
the 1980s and 1990s, was one means of spreading white na-
tionalist messages. Bands such as Screwdriver developed a 
considerable following during this time. The National Alliance 
took a leading role in spreading this material after it acquired 
Resistance Records.

White Power music is less prevalent within the Alt-​Right 
than it was during earlier waves of white nationalist organizing. 
Whereas album sales were once a source of considerable in-
come for white nationalist groups, that is no longer the case. 
The rise of the Internet was one reason for this decline. With 
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so much music available for free online, people who wanted to 
listen to racist music no longer needed to order albums from 
catalogs.

The Alt-​Right often creates controversies about popular 
culture in order to draw attention to itself. This is one of its 
more effective strategies for gaining media attention. For ex-
ample, online Alt-​Right personalities sought to organize a 
boycott of the Star Wars movie Rogue One, on the grounds 
that its creators were pushing an implicitly antiwhite, anti-  
​Trump agenda. The hashtag #DumpStarWars was used 
thousands of times on Twitter. The boycott was unsuc-
cessful, and Rogue One ultimately made over $1 billion. 
However, these kinds of stunts are useful to the Alt-​Right, 
even when they fail in their purported goal. Just by trying 
to get a hashtag to trend, the Alt-​Right was able to call at-
tention to itself, earning considerable coverage from major 
media outlets. For an introduction to how white nationalists 
engage with popular culture, I recommend Beyond Hate, by 
Richard King and David Leonard.

Were Earlier White Nationalists Part of a Global Movement, 
or Were They Primarily Focused in the United States?

From the beginning, American white nationalists aspired 
to create a global movement that would unite whites in a 
common struggle. Francis Parker Yockey organized overseas 
and was briefly associated with the British fascist Oswald 
Mosley. Revilo P.  Oliver occasionally corresponded with 
Alain de Benoist (see the section “Who Is Alain de Benoist, 
and What Is the European New Right?” in chapter  3). Later 
white nationalist leaders, such as Pierce and Klassen, boasted 
that their organizations had chapters in several countries. Tom 
Metzger worked with White Power groups in Canada. Harold 
Covington spent some time in Africa with groups that wanted 
to maintain white supremacy in Rhodesia and South Africa. 
The NSM claims chapters in multiple countries as well.
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Although it is true that many American white nationalists 
had international connections, we should not overstate the 
scale of this movement. In all the places where they existed, 
white nationalist organizations were small and marginalized. 
Although different groups may operate under the same 
banner, there seems to be little in the way of coordination, nor 
are they able to provide much in the way of mutual assistance 
to each other.

What Were the Divides Within Twentieth-​Century  
White Nationalism?

We can speak of early white nationalism as a movement, 
but it was never unified. Different leaders had their own 
groups of followers, and these leaders often had acrimonious 
relationships with each other. They disagreed on questions 
about American patriotism, religion, recruitment, and tactics.

We may accurately describe Francis Parker Yockey as the 
father of contemporary white nationalism, but the movement 
did not universally adopt his views. George Lincoln Rockwell 
despised Yockey’s anti-​Americanism, as well as his soft stance 
on communism. David Duke was similarly critical of Yockey’s 
work. These white nationalists were ordinary conservatives on 
most issues unrelated to race.

Revilo P.  Oliver and Ben Klassen hated supernatural reli-
gion, and thus argued against anyone who sought to add a 
spiritual element to white nationalism. This put them at 
odds with white nationalist Christians, including those who 
adopted the racist Christian Identity beliefs. It was also a 
problem for white nationalist pagans, who worshiped pre-​
Christian European gods.

These groups were also divided on whom they should 
recruit. In the 1980s and 1990s, some white nationalist 
leaders—​such as Klassen and Metzger—​wanted to incorpo-
rate skinheads into their movement. Pierce opposed this idea, 
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insisting that the movement would continue to fail as long 
as it attracted what he called “defective” people.7 He later 
said that he was glad the Creativity Movement existed, as it 
attracted the worst people to it and kept them from joining 
the National Alliance. Pierce did not consistently insist that 
he only wanted to attract the best and brightest, however. His 
music label, Resistance Records, clearly targeted a downscale 
audience.

Many of these feuds were simply personal disputes between 
would-​be leaders and had little ideological content. It was 
common for different voices in the movement to accuse each 
other of being secret FBI informants or some form of controlled 
opposition. Notable figures also regularly accused each other 
of being secret Jews. Most of the major groups discussed in this 
chapter were built around the charisma of a single personality. 
As such, they rarely long survived the death or imprisonment 
of their leaders.

Is the Alt-​Right Just an Outgrowth of White Nationalism 1.0?

In the sense that it is driven by the same ideological goals, we 
can think of the Alt-​Right as simply the latest manifestation 
of the white nationalist movement. However, we should not 
overstate the degree to which there is continuity between the 
Alt-​Right and its ideological antecedents. Very few people 
in the Alt-​Right refer to older white nationalist leaders and 
groups as their inspiration. In fact, many people in the Alt-​
Right have never even heard of them.

The highbrow white nationalists are one of the few 
points of direct continuity between the Alt-​Right and older 
manifestations of these ideas. Jared Taylor was a leading voice 
in white nationalism in the 1990s and remains so today. The 
website Counter Currents (see the section “Who Is Alain de 
Benoist, and What Is the European New Right?”) publishes 
articles by and about earlier white nationalists, like Pierce, 
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Oliver, and Yockey, alongside current Alt-​Right material. 
Because much of its audience includes contemporary Alt-​
Right supporters, Counter Currents is one of the more impor-
tant bridges between today’s white nationalists and their 
twentieth-​century predecessors.

What Does the Alt-​Right Think of White Nationalism 1.0?

Within the Alt-​Right, there are varying opinions about the 
movement’s predecessors. In its early days, when it was 
still almost entirely online, the Alt-​Right sought to create 
distance between itself and groups like the American Nazi 
Party and its successors. It wanted to present itself as 
something genuinely new, and some of its leading figures 
criticized online neo-​Nazis, who continued to use symbols 
and rhetoric associated with older generations of white 
nationalists. Richard Spencer, for example, banned Matthew 
Heimbach of the TWP from the 2014 NPI conference. Many 
figures in the Alt-​Right routinely criticized Andrew Anglin 
of The Daily Stormer for his open radicalism and embrace of 
Nazi images.

By the end of 2016, however, the more radical elements of 
the Alt-​Right seemed to have gained the upper hand, and it 
became less conspicuously different from earlier white nation-
alist movements. A problem for radical movements is that they 
tend to become defined by their most outrageous and extreme 
elements. The most radical voices are typically the ones that 
make the news, and thus they get to define how the overall 
public perceives the movement. The radicals can also be hos-
tile to more moderate voices within their ranks, attacking them 
for their cowardice or lack of ideological purity. In the case of 
the Alt-​Right, those who call for a more measured approach 
to propaganda and outreach are accused of “cucking” (see the 
section “What Does the Alt-​Right Mean by Cuckservative?” in 
chapter 7) and “punching right.”
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Is the Alt-​Right Really That Distinct from White Nationalism 1.0?

The Alt-​Right likes to view itself as a new phenomenon, 
representing a break from its ideological ancestors. There is 
some truth to this. The movement has developed some new 
tactics, and its overall tone differs from earlier white nation-
alism, especially if we compare it to white nationalism from 
the 1980s or 1990s.

Many important white nationalist leaders in the twen-
tieth century believed that the movement required a religious 
foundation, even when they themselves had no supernat-
ural beliefs. Most rejected mainstream Christianity and either 
supported the heretical Christian Identity movement or some 
alternative that they hoped would replace Christianity, such 
as Cosmotheism, Creativity, or pre-​Christian paganism. Most 
prominent Alt-​Right figures are also non-​Christians, and they 
are often highly critical of Christianity, though there are Alt-​
Right Christians. However, unlike earlier white nationalists, 
the Alt-​Right is mostly indifferent to religious questions. The 
movement’s primary organizers and propagandists mostly 
avoid religious debates, viewing them as unnecessarily 
divisive.

Much of the Alt-​Right presents its racism in an ironic 
manner, raising questions about its sincerity. It is not always 
clear if an Alt-​Right supporter spreading a racist or anti-​
Semitic message is being genuine or just saying outrageous 
things for shock value. This was not the case with Klassen 
and Pierce; no reasonable person could question whether they 
meant every word they said. Within the Alt-​Right, however, 
there are people who troll others online, simply for the nihil-
istic pleasure of sowing discord.

However, we should not overstate the degree to which 
this is a genuinely new strategy. Racist groups have engaged 
in similar behavior in the past. There was a farcical aspect to 
the Reconstruction-​era KKK. Most people assume that Klan 
costumes were intended to both intimidate others and hide the 
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identities of individual members. However, there was another 
reason for the Klan’s performative elements. According to his-
torian Elaine Frantz Parsons, the absurd nature of the Klan’s 
costumes and hierarchy served another purpose: “Klansmen 
had everything to gain by encouraging northerners to read 
their attacks as theatrical, rather than political or military.”8 
Although the KKK’s white robes are well remembered, 
Klansmen sometimes dressed in women’s clothes while 
persecuting former slaves.

Also like the Alt-​Right, the original Klan was only loosely 
organized. Although figures like Nathan Bedford Forrest are 
remembered as the KKK’s leaders, small groups calling them-
selves Klansmen but not directly connected to any centralized 
leadership structure popped up all over the South. Attempts 
to unite these disparate elements into a common organization 
and control the activities of people calling themselves part of 
the KKK were unsuccessful.

The use of outrageous humor and theatricality was also 
occasionally seen within twentieth-​century white nationalist 
groups. George Lincoln Rockwell, the son of a vaudeville co-
median, promoted a variety of racial hatred so extreme that 
people questioned whether he was serious. Rockwell drove a 
Volkswagen van with the words “Hate Bus” written conspicu-
ously on the outside, and he created a small record label called 
“Hatenanny Records.” Rockwell’s ostentatious extremism, 
grandiose statements, and use of absurd imagery and slogans 
brought his tiny movement more attention that it would have 
otherwise earned. It is telling that Andrew Anglin considers 
Rockwell a model.

Despite these obvious similarities, it would be a mistake 
to say that the contemporary Alt-​Right is a mere continuation 
of the older white nationalist movement in the United States. 
Although many of the most prominent Alt-​Right figures are 
aware of white nationalism’s history, this is not true of many of 
the movement’s supporters. As a mostly young movement, the 
modal Alt-​Right supporter has no memory of David Duke’s 
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serious political campaigns, nor does he remember the days 
when Aryan Nations, the National Alliance, or the CoTC were 
viewed as serious threats.

For most of its history, the Alt-​Right differed from earlier 
white nationalist movements in that it mostly avoided real-​
world violence. At the time of this writing, the driver in the 
deadly car crash that took place at the “Unite the Right” rally is 
still awaiting trial. However, even if it is eventually determined 
that this was a deliberate and premeditated act of terrorism, 
it would be an anomaly. Most acts of violence involving the 
Alt-​Right involve minor scuffles with antiracist protesters at 
public events. There is not, at this point, an Alt-​Right equiva-
lent of The Order. There are still organized violent hate groups, 
but they do not usually describe themselves as Alt-​Right. To 
date, the Alt-​Right has not organized any terror cells that we 
are aware of, nor have any of its members planned or carried 
out any high-​profile assassinations.

However, the fact that the Alt-​Right does not systematically 
engage in organized violence does not mean that the move-
ment bears no responsibility for bias crimes when they occur. 
Aside from the death and injuries that occurred at the “Unite 
the Right” rally, we can find other examples of people who 
engaged in deadly racial violence after consuming Alt-​Right 
online material. For instance, Dylann Roof, the Charleston 
church shooter, appears to have commented on articles at The 
Daily Stormer.9

Furthermore, we should not discount the possibility that 
the Alt-​Right will turn more openly violent at some point. 
When prominent voices in the Alt-​Right denounce vio-
lence, they usually do so for pragmatic reasons, rather than 
on principle. They avoid violence because it is, at this time, 
viewed as counterproductive. It would alienate its poten-
tial supporters and harm the movement’s reputation, as was 
the case for the militia movement, which never recovered 
from the public outrage that followed the Oklahoma City 
bombing. Legal actions following violent acts have dealt 
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white nationalist groups devastating blows in the past (see 
the section “Are Lawsuits an Effective Tool Against the 
Extreme Right?” in chapter 10), and the movement’s current 
leaders want to avoid such problems in the future. However, 
we can question whether Alt-​Right leaders—​to the extent 
that they even exist—​will be able to control the movement’s 
most dangerous and unstable elements.



3

 RACIST MOVEMENTS ABROAD 

AND THE ALT-​RIGHT

How Do Far-​Right Movements in Europe Differ from Those 
in the United States?

We can find the same ideas that motivate the Alt-​Right on the 
other side of the Atlantic. However, the far right tends to mani-
fest in different forms in Europe. One key difference is that 
far-​right movements in Europe are more likely to form viable 
political parties. The electoral system in the United States, 
which has single-​member, plurality-​rule districts, is biased 
in favor of a two-​party system. Although third parties exist 
in the United States—​including openly racist parties—​they 
have little chance of ever winning major elections or directly 
influencing policy. The electoral systems in most European 
countries are more amenable to a multiparty system, and thus 
far-​right parties can enter national legislatures even if they win 
only a small percentage of the vote.

American white nationalists do not have access to viable 
third parties. They have no choice but to work within the exi
sting two-​party system, or else they stay out of partisan poli
tics entirely. The 2016 presidential election was an anomaly, 
in that the far right was genuinely excited about a major-​
party presidential candidate, Donald Trump (see the section 
“Why Was the Alt-​Right So Energized by Donald Trump?” in 
chapter 8). White nationalists showed no enthusiasm for Bob 
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Dole, George W. Bush, John McCain, or Mitt Romney. Some 
white nationalists, such as Louis Andrews, who helped found 
the National Policy Institute (NPI), even supported Barack 
Obama in 2008, under the theory that an African American 
president would speed up racial polarization.1

In Europe, far-​right political parties such as the National 
Front in France, the Freedom Party of Austria, and the Sweden 
Democrats have made significant electoral gains. In Poland and 
Hungary, such parties are now dominant. Xenophobic, right-​
wing populist parties now appear to be a permanent fixture of 
European electoral politics, and right-​wing energies in those 
countries are now being channeled into these parties. Unless 
the Alt-​Right manages to capture the GOP, which I  consider 
unlikely despite Donald Trump’s victory (see the section “Can 
the Alt-​Right Copy the Conservative Model and Take Over the 
Republican Party?” in chapter 7), this does not appear to be 
a viable model for it. This section, therefore, will not discuss 
these far-​right European political parties in any detail. I will 
instead focus on those groups and individuals that have had a 
more direct effect on the Alt-​Right’s views and strategies.

Although the American extreme right does not control any 
significant political parties, it has one possible advantage over 
its European counterparts: the First Amendment. Hate speech 
laws are common throughout Europe, and public expressions 
of bigotry can result in severe punishment. Those who wish 
to spread intolerance in Europe, therefore, must choose their 
words very carefully or risk criminal charges. This is not the 
case in the United States, where right-​wing radicals are free to 
march down the street carrying swastika flags. In the United 
States, so long as these groups are not explicitly calling for spe-
cific acts of violence, they are free to spread their message in 
public forums.

But one can question whether greater free speech protec-
tion actually helps the American far right. Although costumed 
American neo-​Nazis and Klansmen can acquire permits and 
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hold public rallies and parades, there is scant evidence that 
these displays draw large numbers of new recruits. Indeed, 
such events can alienate many Americans, even those who 
exhibit high levels of racial resentment and anxiety. For this 
reason, it is not surprising that some Alt-​Right groups—​notably 
Identity Evropa (see the section “What Is Identity Evropa?” in 
chapter  6)—​are transitioning toward the European model of 
far-​right activism, abandoning the kinds of events associated 
with groups like the National Socialist Movement and such 
predecessors as the American Nazi Party.

What Is Fascism?

Political pundits and other public figures on all sides of the 
political spectrum frequently use the term fascist to describe 
their opponents. In fact, the word is so commonly used that 
it seems to have lost any real meaning. Some progressives ac-
cused George W. Bush of fascism,2 and the conservative colum-
nist Jonah Goldberg accuses liberals of having latent fascistic 
leanings.3

If we insist on absolute precision when using the term fas-
cist, we should probably limit its application exclusively to 
members of the National Fascist Party in Benito Mussolini’s 
Italy. That would also be unsatisfactory, as the tendencies within 
Mussolini’s regime were certainly present elsewhere, and we 
can broadly define many movements as fascist, or at least fa-
scistic. My own preferred definition of fascism comes from 
Roger Griffin, one of the world’s leading experts on fascism:

Fascism is a revolutionary species of political mod-
ernism originating in the early 20th century whose mis-
sion is to combat the allegedly degenerative forces of 
contemporary history (decadence) by bringing about an 
alternative modernity and temporality (a “new order” 
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and a “new era”) based on the rebirth, or palingenisis, 
of the nation. Fascists coneive the nation as an or-
ganism shaped by historic, cultural, and in some cases, 
ethnic and hereditary forces, a mythic construct in-
compatible with liberal, conservative, and communist 
theories of society. The health of the organism they see 
undermined as much by the principles of institutional 
pluralism, individualism, and globalized consumerism 
promoted by liberalism as by the global regime of so-
cial justice and human equality identified by socialism 
in theory as the ultimate goal of history, or by the con-
servative defense of “tradition.”4

Donald Trump’s opponents have described him as a fascist 
since he launched his presidential run. There were elements 
of Trump’s campaign that seem to match this definition. 
The slogan “Make America Great Again” does sound like a 
call to national rebirth. Trump is also certainly a nationalist, 
which puts him at odds with both contemporary conserva-
tism and liberalism. However, Trump does not fit this defini-
tion in other ways. Trump does not reject individualism, for 
example. Griffin himself rejects the argument that Trump is a 
fascist, noting recently, “As long as Trump does not advocate 
the abolition of America’s democratic institutions, and their 
replacement by some sort of post-​liberal new order, he’s not 
technically a fascist.”5

Not all social observers insist on such a limited definition 
of the word, however. The journalist Shane Burley, author of 
Fascism Today, prefers a broader definition, arguing that fas-
cism is defined by “the belief in human inequality, the de-
fense of some type of immobile hierarchy, and the belief in 
essentialized identity, identities that are fixed and define who 
you are. Violence, mass politics, mythology, and romanticism 
are all a part of this as well, and are manifested in a range of 
ways.”6 This definition allows a movement to be described as 
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fascist even if it has no direct connection with mid-​twentieth-​
century European regimes.

Whether one prefers a broad or narrow definition of fas-
cism, however, we can reasonably describe the Alt-​Right as 
fascistic. Although it often does so in an ironic manner, much 
of the Alt-​Right embraces fascist and even Nazi imagery. It 
uses the terms fash or fashy to describe itself and the things 
that it likes. It seeks a rebirth of white racial consciousness. It 
is openly antidemocracy, although the movement does prag-
matically use the democratic process when it suits its interests.

Who Is Alain de Benoist, and What Is the European New Right?

The European New Right (ENR) was an attempt to formulate 
a new right-​wing vision of society in the postwar era. World 
War II destroyed fascism’s credibility, and in many countries, 
it became illegal to promote a return to fascism or something 
analogous. Nonetheless, several activists and intellectuals 
rejected both American liberalism and Soviet Communism, 
and wanted to develop a new right-​wing alternative.

The ENR began in France in the late 1960s. Its birth coincided 
with a period in which the radical left in that country was at 
the peak of its strength, to the point where a left-​wing revo-
lution seemed possible. In 1968, a young, right-​wing jour-
nalist named Alain de Benoist and his colleagues founded the 
Research and Study Group for European Civilization—​better 
known by its French acronym, GRECE. The group sought to 
revive what it considered the best elements of fascism, while 
rejecting genocide and other forms of blatant racial and reli-
gious violence.

Although the ENR did not fully endorse the right-​wing 
regimes that ruled much of Europe prior to 1945, it was in-
spired by some of the same intellectual sources. They fre-
quently cited writers such as Carl Schmitt, Arthur Moeller 
van den Bruck, and other intellectuals associated with the 
so-​called Conservative Revolutionary movement in interwar 
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Germany. In its early years, the ENR was transparently racist. 
Francis Parker Yockey’s ideas influenced de Benoist and his 
colleagues. The ENR was different from its counterparts on 
the American far right, however. Over time, it began to move 
away from transparent racism and began to borrow language 
from the political left.

Like the left, the ENR expressed a strong interest in envi-
ronmental conservation. The movement was overtly anti-
capitalist and anti-​American. It hated the degree to which 
American culture was dominating the globe and sought to 
make common cause with populist, anti-​American uprisings 
in the developing world. For example, de Benoist supported 
the 1979 Iranian Revolution against the pro-​American shah, 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. Although the ENR’s arguments 
against Western colonialism and cultural imperialism were su-
perficially like those found on the left, they were based on a 
very different foundation.

After moving away from racialist arguments, de Benoist 
and others from his circle began to focus heavily on culture. 
Specifically, they insisted on what they called the “right to dif-
ference.” That is, different cultures should have the right to 
develop independently and organically, without outside inter-
ference. This also applied to Europe, which they considered 
threatened by Americanization and the growth of non-​
European immigrant populations. Trends toward globaliza-
tion, in their view, threatened to destroy the world’s diverse 
and unique cultures, as all parts of the globe have increasingly 
become part of the same homogeneous consumer culture. The 
right to difference thus included a right to exclude or expel 
groups that threatened cultural cohesiveness.

For its exclusionary nature, the ENR was attacked by the left 
and political center for promoting little more than a rebranded 
fascism. These critiques, however, did not keep de Benoist and 
others from becoming important parts of the European intel-
lectual landscape in the late twentieth century. Their ideas and 
work appeared in many important publications.
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Anti-​Christianity was another crucial element of the ENR. 
In this regard, the movement was similar to many American 
white nationalist groups, such as the National Alliance and 
Church of the Creator (CoTC). Although the ENR opposed 
Christianity for many of the same reasons as these far-​right 
American groups, it also had some additional complaints. In 
keeping with his left-​wing argumentation style, de Benoist 
lambasted Christianity for its intolerance. As is the case with 
other monotheistic religions, Christianity proclaims that it 
possesses universal truth. It claims both that it is open to eve-
ryone, and that every other religion is false. Thus, de Benoist 
argued that Christianity is, by its very nature, totalitarian, 
and even those totalitarian regimes that were formally atheist 
nonetheless had Christian cultural roots.

The ENR contrasted Christianity with pre-​Christian 
European paganism, in which people tolerated a multiplicity 
of gods according to local customs. According to this view, 
religious tolerance and diversity were the norm throughout 
Europe until the Roman Empire converted to Christianity and 
began to stamp out other religious identities. Although the 
ENR did not call on its adherents to actually worship ancient 
gods, it argued that returning Europeans to a pre-​Christian 
mindset was an important part of their cultural struggle.

The ENR, for the most part, remained aloof from par-
tisan politics. Engaging with elections necessarily involves 
making compromises to maximize a party’s total number of 
votes. The ENR had a more ambitious agenda. The Italian 
Marxist Antonio Gramsci influenced de Benoist and others 
in his circle. According to Gramsci, true and lasting political 
change is possible only if it is preceded by a cultural change. 
This was one reason that socialist revolutionaries were regu-
larly unsuccessful in the early twentieth century; the culture 
maintained bourgeois norms, which made a top-​down revolu-
tion unsustainable.

The ENR absorbed this lesson, determining that a real right-​
wing revolution first required fundamentally changing the 
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culture. Its ideas needed to become hegemonic, which meant 
that, for the time being, the ENR needed to focus its energy 
on cultural products and converting intellectuals. It did not 
want to be bogged down by efforts to build political coalitions 
around existing cultural conditions. Engaging in premature 
partisan politics would require them to dilute their ideological 
message—​especially as it pertains to issues like Christianity. 
Alain de Benoist’s primary goal was influencing what he 
called metapolitics—​the overall worldview that undergirds a 
political culture.

By the 1990s, the ENR’s influence seemed to be waning. 
It continued to face heated criticism from the left, which 
maintained its stance that the ENR was just trying to normalize 
fascistic and other intolerant ideas. It also faced challenges 
from the right, from voices that viewed de Benoist’s emphasis 
on highbrow metapolitics as ineffectual, doing little to re-
verse the cultural and demographic changes that the far right 
opposed.

Alain de Benoist maintains that he has little direct connec-
tion with the Alt-​Right and similar movements.7 However, he 
has shown no apparent hesitation to collaborate with white 
nationalists. He has spoken at NPI conferences, for example, 
and Richard Spencer cites him as an important inspiration. 
Arktos Media, which is now part of the Alt-​Right Corporation 
(see the section “What Is the Alt-​Right Corporation?” in 
chapter 6), is responsible for translating many of de Benoist’s 
books into English.

Who Is Guillaume Faye?

Although many voices within the Alt-​Right express admira-
tion for de Benoist, Guillaume Faye, who has been critical of 
de Benoist for decades, has arguably had a greater influence on 
the Alt-​Right than any other figure associated with the ENR. 
Faye previously collaborated with de Benoist, but the rela-
tionship soured in the 1980s. Faye concluded that de Benoist’s 

 



Racist Movements Abroad and the Alt-Right  77

metapolitical strategy was not working, and the right needed 
to be more aggressive, transparent, and willing to act in the 
real world.

Faye rejected the idea that his movement was driven by a 
universalist desire to preserve all distinct people. Instead, he 
was open about caring exclusively about white Europeans. 
He further argued that pretending to care about the rest of 
the globe was counterproductive; doing so waters down their 
core message, and their opponents will call them fascists 
anyway. According to Faye, Europeans do not have time 
to slowly change the culture with abstract arguments. He 
views immigration into Europe—​particularly from majority-​
Muslim countries—​as an immediate and existential threat. For 
this reason, he wants immigration to stop and reverse itself. 
Whereas de Benoist now says that Muslims in Europe should 
be allowed to maintain their own “right to difference,” Faye 
wants to remove them from the continent entirely.

Faye believes that the United States has deliberately sought 
to weaken Europe, and that it promotes Muslim immigration 
as a way to do so, but he is less focused on anti-​Americanism 
than de Benoist. Although he shares de Benoist’s distaste for 
the growing American cultural dominance in Europe, he finds 
this less threatening to Europe’s long-​term survival than non-
white immigration. Although the ENR overall is disturbed by 
the increasing presence of both McDonald’s restaurants and 
Muslim minarets in Europe, Faye is far more worried about 
the latter. Although Faye is not a Christian, and is often criti
cal of Christianity, he disagrees with de Benoist’s argument 
that Christianity is ultimately to blame for current ideological 
trends in Europe. Nor does he consider anti-​Christianity a core 
element of his political program. He is also willing to state that 
his concern is racial rather than cultural.

Faye’s writing is decidedly apocalyptic, and he argues that 
the modern world is unsustainable. In his book, Convergence of 
Catastrophes, he argued that environmental degradation, over-
population, the depletion of fossil fuels, terrorism, and global 
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debt will bring down modern societies. Although this collapse 
will be painful, and a huge percentage of the global population 
will die in the process, it will ultimately destroy liberalism as 
an ideology.

For his open racism and radicalism, authorities have 
prosecuted Faye for hate speech. His book, The Colonization 
of Europe, was the catalyst for this prosecution. There, Faye 
openly called for the “reconquest” of Europe and explained the 
necessity of a civil war—​which he hoped would begin shortly.

Faye has influenced the extreme right in both Europe and 
the United States. He has spoken at a NPI conference and an 
American Renaissance conference. His work is promoted by the 
American white nationalist group Identity Evropa. The white 
nationalist website Counter Currents has translated many of 
Faye’s shorter essays, and Arktos has translated and published 
several of his books.

Although Faye is well respected by many leading white 
nationalists in the United States, they tend to break with him 
on the question of Israel and anti-​Semitism. Faye is a strong 
supporter of Israel and argues against those white nationalists 
who blame Jewish people for trends they view as deleterious.

What Is Traditionalism?

The Traditionalist School is one of the more curious influences 
on both the ENR and the Alt-​Right. Many thinkers are associ-
ated with this intellectual movement, but René Guénon and 
Julius Evola have had the most significant influence on the 
right. The connection between Traditionalism and the modern 
far right may not be immediately clear. The Traditionalist 
School contends that the modern world is totally degenerate, 
representing the low point of a historical cycle—​what Hindus 
call the Kali Yuga, a period when people are cut off from real 
spirituality.

Traditionalism advances the idea, known as perennialism, 
that all true religions spring from the same transcendent source. 
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Unlike most modern far-​right movements, Traditionalism is 
not Islamophobic. Guénon eventually converted to Sufi Islam 
and moved to Egypt.

Evola’s impact on the far right is more apparent than 
Guénon’s. Born into an aristocratic Sicilian family in 1898, he 
became one of the most radically right-​wing intellectuals of 
the twentieth century. Unlike Guénon, who mostly avoided 
politics, Evola was an influential thinker in fascist Italy and 
Nazi Germany. He was a radical antiegalitarian and hostile 
to Christianity, preferring religious traditions he considered 
more masculine and hierarchical. Like the ENR, as well as 
some contemporary white nationalists, Evola hated the United 
States and its bourgeois values. He did not view the United 
States and the Soviet Union as ideological opposites. Instead, 
they represented two slightly different variations of the same 
modern mindset.

Evola often criticized fascism, but his complaint was al-
ways that it was insufficiently radical. In his view, Mussolini’s 
Italy was too egalitarian and too contaminated by modernity. 
He admired the German Schutzstaffel (SS), but he took issue 
with other elements of Hitler’s Germany. He also wrote fondly 
about the Romanian Iron Guard. After World War II, when the 
Allied victory dashed his hopes that a new, more traditionalist 
order was possible, Evola withdrew from political activity but 
continued to write about politics, culture, and religion.

Revolt Against the Modern World, Men Among the Ruins, and 
Ride the Tiger were Evola’s most significant political books. 
Evola died in 1974, though his works continue to inspire right-​
wing movements.

Alt-​Right literature often references Traditionalist ideas. 
Evola has become a meme in the Alt-​Right—​though it is ques-
tionable that many contemporary Alt-​Right supporters are well 
versed in his strange religious theories, which were central to 
his worldview. Richard Spencer has written favorably about 
Evola, and many of his essays have been translated and posted 
on the Counter Currents website. Steve Bannon (see the section 
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“Who Is Steve Bannon?” in chapter 9) has also expressed ad-
miration for Evola and Guénon.

For an introduction to Traditionalism, I  recommend Mark 
Sedgwick’s book, Against the Modern World.

What Is the North American New Right?

The North American New Right (NANR) is a movement pri-
marily associated with Greg Johnson, an American white 
nationalist—​but it may be an overstatement to call it a move-
ment. It is mostly associated with the website that Johnson 
edits called Counter Currents, which publishes many original 
pieces, as well as translations from European far-​right authors. 
Johnson also oversees the publication of books and a print 
journal, also called North American New Right—​though to 
date, only two editions of the print journal have been released. 
Although it is an American initiative, led by Americans, it is 
appropriate to include it in this chapter because of its European 
intellectual roots.

Compared to the ENR, the NANR is more explicit in its 
racism and anti-​Semitism. Johnson, for example, is an explicit 
white nationalist, and his site has republished articles from 
some of the most radical figures from the racist right, such as 
Ben Klassen, William Pierce, and George Lincoln Rockwell. 
This may be due to the different legal climates in Europe and 
the United States—​American venues have more free speech 
protection. Much of the site’s material focuses on the infamous, 
so-​called Jewish Question. The site itself, however, states that 
the NANR rejects totalitarianism and genocide.

The NANR does not just produce essays and podcasts on 
politics and philosophy; much of its output focuses on popular 
culture, critiqued from a white nationalist perspective. Regular 
discussion of well-​known films and television programs is 
common within the Alt-​Right. This makes strategic sense, as 
these topics interest most Americans, and by engaging with 
these subjects, they can reach out to a larger audience.
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Like the ENR, the NANR describes its efforts as metapolitical. 
That is, it does not engage in traditional political activism, 
nor does it troll on social media. Like the ENR, the NANR is 
mostly uninterested in partisan electoral politics. The group’s 
goal is to spread its ideas among a more intellectual audience, 
with the hope that they eventually become normal and even 
dominant.

What Is the Identitarian Movement?

The Identitarian movement is an extension of the ENR. 
The group Génération Identitaire, the youth wing of the 
Bloc Identitaire, was founded in France in 2012, and it now 
has chapters throughout Europe. Like the Alt-​Right, the 
Identitarian movement tries to rhetorically and stylistically 
distance itself from older far-​right movements, though its ul-
timate goals are similar. Like other European far-​right groups, 
they are particularly preoccupied with the question of Muslim 
immigration.

The Identitarian movement is known for its use of the flash 
mob, in which a small number of activists rapidly occupy a 
space, make an argument, and disperse before authorities and 
counterprotesters can respond. They first earned international 
attention when they briefly occupied a mosque in the French 
city of Poitiers. They chose this location because it was the site 
of Charles Martel’s victory over an invading Muslim army in 
the year 732. Identitarians have made headlines more recently 
with their plans to disrupt nongovernmental organization 
(NGO) ships carrying refugees into Europe. They have raised 
a considerable amount of money for this project.

The term Identitarian has become popular in the American 
far right—​Richard Spencer, for example, uses the term to de-
scribe himself. As with the Alt-​Right, an advantage to this 
term is that it is does not seem inherently racist. There are also 
increasing connections between the American Alt-​Right and 
European Identitarian movements. The right-​wing Canadian 
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journalist Lauren Southern, for example, played a role in the 
Identitarian efforts to disrupt migrant ships. The American 
group Identity Evropa explicitly models itself on the European 
Identitarian movement.

A common refrain within the Identitarian movement is that 
they have been victimized by the “ ‘68ers.” This refers to the 
left-​wing protesters who disrupted France in 1968. In their 
most popular online video, Génération Identitaire attacked 
the generation that came of age in the 1960s for its selfishness, 
rejection of tradition, and support for multiculturalism. The 
idea that today’s youthful far right is responding to the older 
generation’s egalitarianism and materialism is also common in 
the American Alt-​Right.

Is There Cooperation Between the Alt-​Right 
in America and the Far Right in Europe?

There are connections between the American Alt-​Right and 
far-​right groups in Europe. This is not unique to the Alt-​
Right. Leading white nationalists have always tried to expand 
their network beyond the borders of the United States (see 
the section “Were Earlier White Nationalists Part of a Global 
Movement, or Were They Primarily Focused in the United 
States?” in chapter  2). The Alt-​Right seems to be more suc-
cessful than its predecessors in this regard, however. Some 
of this difference is the result of technological advances. 
Compared to fifty or even twenty years ago, international com-
munication is far easier. The large number of Europeans who 
now speak and read English also facilitates the development 
of an international movement. Alt-​Right memes and ideas are 
now spreading within right-​wing European circles, and tactics 
honed by European Identitarian groups are now being mim-
icked by Americans.

We also now see far-​right conferences that host speakers from 
many different countries. As mentioned previously, American 
Renaissance and the NPI have invited speakers associated with 
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the European far right. The “Identitarian Ideas” conference, 
hosted in 2017 in Sweden, included several Americans. The 
far-​right London Forum has also hosted many speakers from 
outside the United Kingdom, as has the Scandza Forum.

However, efforts to create international right-​wing events 
have hit some roadblocks. The NPI, for example, attempted 
to host a conference in Budapest, Hungary, in 2014, but the 
Hungarian government banned the event. Richard Spencer 
attempted to host a gathering in that country anyway, and he 
was arrested and deported from the country as a result. This 
occurred even though Hungary arguably had the most right-​
wing government in Europe at the time. Poland similarly 
banned Spencer from entering its borders in 2017, an edict 
lasting five years, and because of the European Union’s immi-
gration laws, this ban extends to all other European countries 
in the Schengen Area as well. As with Hungary, a right-​wing 
populist government governed Poland at the time. The United 
Kingdom imposed an indefinite ban on Spencer visiting that 
country in 2016.

As was the case with twentieth-​century white nationalists, 
we should not overstate the significance of a growing in-
ternational extreme right. Although different groups and 
individuals can easily make connections, these voices remain a 
minority in every country. The fact that people across national 
boundaries are talking to each other may not be particularly 
significant. It is notable, however, that these movements are 
paying attention to each other and are able to learn from their 
respective successes and failures.

Is There a Connection Between the Alt-​Right and Russia?

Russia has been accused of meddling in the 2016 U.S. presi-
dential election on behalf of Donald Trump. There is evidence 
that Russia deliberately targeted social media to sway the elec-
tion in Trump’s favor, for example.8 Key players in the Trump 
administration have been investigated for colluding with 
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Moscow. At the time of this writing, these investigations are 
ongoing. Whether or not President Trump himself had any 
knowledge of Russian interference, it does appear that the 
Russian government wanted him to win that election, and that 
it continues to seek to sow instability and distrust in American 
political life. Given these shared interests, one might reason-
ably theorize a connection between the Alt-​Right and the au-
thoritarian Russian government.

The ideological similarities between the Alt-​Right and the 
Russian government are obvious. Many in the Alt-​Right ex-
press admiration for Russian president Vladimir Putin and 
approved of Trump’s mostly congenial relationship with him. 
Russian scholar Alexander Dugin, reportedly an influential 
voice in the Kremlin, was influenced by the ENR and has 
many devotees in the Alt-​Right. AltRight.com has published 
multiple translations of Dugin essays, and the Alt-​Right pub-
lisher Arktos has published translations of several of his books. 
Washington Summit Publishers has published another, which 
was translated by Richard Spencer’s wife—​who was born in 
Russia.

Given this overlap, it is not surprising that some people 
have speculated that Russia has played a role in the Alt-​
Right’s growth. Russia has supported right-​wing nationalist 
movements outside its borders in the past. The conservative 
radio host Glenn Beck, for example, has argued that the Alt-​
Right is just one part of a larger, right-​wing, nationalist con-
spiracy directed by Moscow.9

It would not be surprising to discover that the Alt-​Right re-
ceived some form of assistance from Russia. However, at the 
time of this writing, there is no hard evidence that any major 
Alt-​Right groups have received significant material assistance 
from the Russian government. Furthermore, even the proven 
connections between Russia and the Alt-​Right have been in-
consequential. For example, The Daily Beast discovered that a 
popular blogger and Twitter user who often repeated far-​right 
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talking points was not a real person, but rather created by a 
Russian “troll farm.”10

It is possible that a meaningful relationship between Russia 
and the Alt-​Right will be discovered in the future. The Alt-​
Right’s apparent meager resources, however, indicate that any 
support that the movement receives is insubstantial.

Furthermore, we should not overstate the degree to which 
the Alt-​Right’s ideology matches Putin’s. Although Russia 
has a right-​wing government, it does not necessarily stand 
to benefit from a global surge of racial nationalism and sepa-
ratism. Russia is a diverse country, containing a vast number 
of ethnic groups with different languages and religious 
traditions, and Chechen separatists were one of the most 
difficult problems that President Putin faced early in his 
presidency. The idea that distinct racial and ethnic groups 
are entitled to their own sovereignty is not aligned with the 
Russian government’s interests.



4

 OTHER INFLUENCES ON  

THE ALT-​RIGHT

What Is Populism?

Like fascism or conservatism, populism is a concept that 
most people intuitively grasp but may not be able to de-
fine clearly. Unlike, say, libertarianism, populism is not 
a coherent ideology based on a series of logical axioms. 
Neither is it tied to a particular set of policies. The fact that 
both Donald Trump and Bernie Sanders were described as 
populists during their respective battles for presidential 
nominations demonstrates this idea. Yet populism is more 
than just a vague appeal to “the people.” To be classified 
accurately as populist, a leader or movement should meet 
certain criteria. Political scientist Cas Mudde described pop-
ulism as “an ideology that considers society to be ultimately 
separated into two homogeneous and antagonistic groups, 
‘the pure people’ versus ‘the corrupt elite,’ and which argues 
that politics should be an expression of the volonté générale 
(general will) of the people.”1 Although populism may often 
be associated with a charismatic leader or leaders, it does 
not require a particular leadership style. Populism presents 
politics as more than a competition of various interests; it 
is fundamentally a Manichean view of the political world, 
in which the virtuous “people” seek to overthrow scheming 
and avaricious “elites.”
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Although all populists are defined by this simple di-
chotomy, populism can manifest itself in multiple ways. 
For this reason, in contrast to other political frameworks, it 
is a “thin ideology,”2 if it can be described as an ideology at 
all.3 Although the populist stands for “the people” and their 
interests, these perceived interests will depend on the greater 
context. In poorer regions of the globe, such as parts of Latin 
America, populism is predominantly a phenomenon of the po-
litical left, calling for greater social equity and a redistribution 
of resources. In economically developed countries, populism 
is typically found on the political right, where populists de-
fend “the people” from both globalist elites and Third-​World 
immigrants.

Unlike most center-​right politicians and parties, the right-​
wing populist is skeptical of big business, viewing its desire 
for cheap, immigrant labor as a threat to the nation’s cultural 
integrity. Beyond attacking official power-​holders, the politi
cal and economic elite, the populist is also hostile to those that 
shape and advance the elites’ values, especially the media 
and academia.4 We see examples of this variety of populism 
throughout Western Europe, particularly in political parties 
such as the National Front in France and the UK Independence 
Party (UKIP) in the United Kingdom. We have recently seen 
it in the United States in the candidacy of Donald Trump, 
though we also witnessed earlier manifestations of it in the 
candidacies of George Wallace, Ross Perot, and Pat Buchanan. 
Michael P.  Ferderici provided a helpful definition of right-​
wing populism, especially as it manifests itself in the United 
States:

Right-​wing populism is less concerned with consumer 
and environmental issues and more concerned with so-
cial and economic issues. School prayer, abortion, tuition 
tax credits, privatization, and tax cuts are common issues 
of right-​wing populism. Right-​wing populists, deviating 
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from the tradition of Rousseau, are apt to view “the 
people” not as a collection of individuals but as a collec-
tion of private associations. In other words, the popular 
will is expressed, according to the right-​wing populist, 
through intermediate associations such as church, club, 
family, school, or business.5

The relationship between populism and democracy 
can be nebulous. It seems absurd to describe populists as 
antidemocrat, given that populists explicitly call for the rule 
of the majority. Indeed, the populist is more likely than other 
ideologues to favor decision-​making via direct democracy—​
through referendums and popular initiatives. Yet populism 
also has a transparent illiberal quality, and thus it threatens 
other democratic values, such as minority rights.

How Populist Is the Alt-​Right?

The Alt-​Right has some populist characteristics. It is strongly 
suspicious of Western elites, viewing them as enemies of the 
white race and accusing them of perpetrating a quiet campaign 
of genocide by encouraging nonwhite immigration, interracial 
relationships, low white birth rates, racial guilt, and the den-
igration of white culture. The Alt-​Right’s populist rhetoric is 
often implicitly or explicitly anti-​Semitic. It usually argues that 
Jewish elites are the main drivers of the policies they oppose, 
and the liberal white Gentiles who also support these policies 
are either unwitting dupes or exhibit a pathological degree of 
altruism and ethnomasochism.

It would nonetheless be inappropriate to describe the 
Alt-​Right as a populist movement, even if it sometimes uses 
populist rhetoric. Although the Alt-​Right derides “elites,” 
it does not celebrate the virtues of common people. The Alt-​
Right claims to stand for the interests of white people, but it 
is openly contemptuous of most whites, whom it derides as 
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“normies.” Although the movement is not in total agreement 
on this question, the Alt-​Right would like to see one form of 
elite rule replaced with another—​specifically, they want so-
ciety to be ruled by people who share their ideology. The Alt-​
Right does not share the populist enthusiasm for democracy 
for its own sake.

What Is Neoreaction?

Neoreaction (often abbreviated as NRx) is an ideological 
movement that is often equated with the Alt-​Right, or at least 
viewed as an important precursor to it. This is understandable, 
as the two overlap on several important cultural and policy 
questions. The main voices associated with NRx, for example, 
tend to endorse theories of scientific racism, mostly agreeing 
that different racial groups have nonsuperficial differences. 
However, NRx writers do not typically make race their pri-
mary focus, nor does the overall movement exhibit significant 
anti-​Semitism. They instead tend to write about the problems 
with democracy and other modern ideas. On many questions, 
NRx is even more antidemocratic and antiegalitarian than the 
Alt-​Right.

Although the Alt-​Right is predominantly online, NRx is ex-
clusively so, though the figures associated with NRx typically 
do not engage in trolling. NRx is uninterested in persuading 
large numbers of people that its views are correct. Leading 
thinkers in NRx include the philosopher Nick Land and a com-
puter scientist who wrote under the name Mencius Moldbug. 
Instead of tweets and podcasts, NRx writers typically prefer 
extraordinarily long essays—​far longer than typical blog posts.

Like the Alt-​Right, NRx first emerged during the George 
W. Bush administration, and it similarly rejected mainstream 
conservative thinking. Although NRx has a generally liber-
tarian view on policy, it does not consider democracy a suitable 
mechanism for achieving libertarian ends. NRx writers usually 
promote some form of monarchical government or a society 
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governed by technocratic elites. It argues that the world’s 
dominant institutions, including education, the media, and 
government, spread disinformation and tell the public what 
to think; they call this cluster of institutions “the Cathedral.”

Despite the many similarities between the Alt-​Right and 
NRx, it would be incorrect to say that one spawned the other. 
During the Alt-​Right’s first iteration, in Taki’s Magazine and 
Alternative Right, there was no significant discussion of NRx 
ideas, though many people read both Alt-​Right and NRx 
material.

What Is Paleoconservatism?

Paleoconservatism is a branch of the mainstream con-
servative movement, noted primarily for its antipathy to 
neoconservatives (see the section “What Is Neoconservatism?” 
in chapter  7). Paul Gottfried coined the term. As the name 
suggests, paleoconservatism represents an older variety of con-
servatism. As conservatism evolved during the latter decades 
of the twentieth century, the paleoconservatives maintained 
their earlier positions. Paleoconservatives were less willing to 
change their views on racial issues than other conservatives, 
though it would be incorrect to label paleoconservatism a 
white nationalist movement. Paleoconservatives strongly 
supported restrictive immigration policies at a time when 
many prominent conservatives were moving in the opposite 
direction. They differed from their mainstream counterparts 
most aggressively on matters of foreign policy, however. The 
paleoconservatives had no interest in foreign wars justified by 
abstractions like the idea of spreading democracy. They were 
often very critical of America’s relationship with Israel, raising 
concerns that paleoconservatives were anti-​Semites.

After bitter battles with other conservatives in the 1980s 
and 1990s, the paleoconservative wing of the movement was 
mostly banished from the mainstream conservative move-
ment. President Ronald Reagan’s decision to withdraw his 
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nomination of the paleoconservative Mel Bradford as chair of 
the National Endowment for the Humanities, at the request 
of William F. Buckley, Jr., and other conservatives, was a criti
cal moment (see the section “What Has Been Conservatism’s 
Response to Open Racism in Its Ranks?” in chapter  7). This 
demonstrated that the conservative movement no longer 
needed or wanted paleoconservatives in their coalition. 
Following this break, paleoconservatives had few outlets for 
their ideas. A  small magazine called Chronicles was, and re-
mains, the primary outlet for paleoconservative thought.

Despite losing every major battle with neoconservatives in 
the 1980s, paleoconservatives nonetheless had one remaining 
champion with access to a major platform: Patrick J. Buchanan. 
In his presidential runs, Buchanan kept paleoconservative 
ideas in the national conversation. Buchanan had strong con-
servative credentials, having served in Richard Nixon’s and 
Reagan’s administrations. He was a strong supporter of the 
Cold War throughout that conflict. However, when the Soviet 
Union dissolved and the Cold War ended, Buchanan called 
for a massive drawdown of the U.S. military. He was an out-
spoken opponent of the Gulf War, and predicted the conflict 
would end in disaster.

Buchanan also broke with conservative dogma on the issue 
of free trade—​he opposed it, instead wanting strong protec-
tionist policies to defend American manufacturing. He was 
one of the loudest voices against undocumented immigration 
on the right, and an outspoken conservative Christian on all 
social issues. In his most famous speech, he declared, “There 
is a religious war going on in this country. It is a cultural war, 
as critical to the kind of nation we shall be as was the Cold 
War itself, for this war is for the soul of America.”6 Buchanan 
also criticized America’s relationship with Israel, which some 
observers argued crossed the line into open anti-​Semitism.

Buchanan launched a quixotic primary campaign against 
the incumbent president George H.  W. Bush in 1992. The 
bid was never likely to succeed, but it did provide a chance 
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to express paleoconservative ideas to a national audience. 
Buchanan made a second bid for the Republican nomination 
in 1996, and he won the important New Hampshire primary 
before being defeated by the more moderate and mainstream 
Robert Dole. In 2000, Buchanan ran for president a third time, 
as a third-​party candidate. He won a negligible share of the 
votes and never again sought public office.

Beyond his political ambitions, Buchanan is best known for 
his books and columns. He maintains an alarmist tone in his 
written works, and his books have titles such as The Death of the 
West, Day of Reckoning, and State of Emergency. The dangers that 
mass immigration, foreign wars, and the decline of Christianity 
pose to the United States are a common theme in his works. 
His most controversial book, Suicide of a Superpower, seemed to 
cross the line into open racism, as it included a chapter titled 
“The End of White America.” Buchanan also helped found 
a magazine called The American Conservative in 2002, which 
provided right-​wing critiques of the Iraq War, which began 
in 2003.

Buchanan remains a respected figure within the Alt-​Right, 
but the most important bridge between paleoconservatism and 
white nationalism was undoubtedly Sam Francis. Francis was 
once an important figure in the conservative movement. After 
earning his PhD, he worked as an analyst for the Heritage 
Foundation and as an aide to Republican senator John East. 
He later became a columnist for The Washington Times. The 
conservative intellectual James Burnham influenced Francis, 
who wrote a book of his own on Burnham’s thought. Francis 
argued that the conservative movement was a failure, and that 
middle America needed to wage a populist revolt against gov-
erning elites, both left and right. Unlike most conservatives, 
Francis did not have a problem with “big government” per se, 
but he was alarmed that the bloated government served the 
interests of the poor and minorities, while forcing middle-​class 
whites to pay the bill. Like the contemporary Alt-​Right, and 
unlike Buchanan and other paleoconservatives, Francis never 
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showed much interest in social issues such as school prayer 
or abortion. He also showed little interest in free-​market 
capitalism.

Francis was eventually fired from the Times because of his 
racially inflammatory written remarks and for a speech he gave 
at the 1994 American Renaissance conference. After losing access 
to all major conservative venues, Francis continued to write 
for Chronicles, but he also began working with more explicitly 
white nationalist groups. He became an editor of the white na-
tionalist journal, The Occidental Quarterly. Francis died in 2005, 
well before the term Alt-​Right was coined. Yet his influence on 
the radical right is clear. Washington Summit Publishers, run 
by Richard Spencer, published Francis’s final book, Leviathan 
and Its Enemies, in 2016.

What Is Libertarianism?

After mainstream conservatism, libertarianism is the largest, 
most influential, and best-​funded right-​wing political move-
ment in the United States, though some libertarians may object 
to being classified as right wing. Libertarians hold individual 
liberty as the highest political ideal, and they want govern-
ment as small as possible—​if they want any government at 
all. Although different proponents have different views about 
when laws and other forms of government intervention are 
necessary, libertarianism contends that individuals should be 
free to use their persons or property as they see fit, so long as 
they do not violate anyone else’s rights. Libertarians typically 
make appeals to natural rights and view themselves as the 
most consistent heirs to the classical liberal tradition.

Libertarians often base their arguments on the nonaggres-
sion principle, which holds that no one has the right to vio-
late the person or property of another person. This includes 
personal relationships, but it extends to government as 
well. To libertarians, many laws represent a form of unjust 
aggression.
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Because libertarians believe people should enjoy the max-
imum amount of freedom, they oppose legal restrictions on 
how people can use their own bodies, such as drug prohi-
bition and laws against prostitution. They are similarly op-
posed to most economic regulations, such as minimum wages. 
Libertarians also oppose most wars, preferring that military 
force be used only as a last resort. Most libertarians opposed 
the invasion of Iraq.

Libertarians argue among themselves about when 
governments can justly act. Some libertarians are genuine 
anarchists (also called anarcho-​capitalists, or AnCaps). They be-
lieve that no government is necessary, and even things like 
collective defense can be handled by private actors. Most 
libertarians accept that government of some kind is necessary 
and endorse the creation of a military (which must be used 
only for defense), a police force, and a judiciary that can settle 
disputes. Others will accept the use of government to provide 
services such as fire departments, as we may not be able to rely 
on the free market to provide these kinds of nonexcludable 
public goods.

Libertarians disagree with each other on questions about 
national borders. On the one hand, libertarian ideals seem to 
preclude government action that blocks a willing employer 
from hiring a willing worker, regardless of immigration status. 
However, other libertarians argue that border protection is 
a vital task for the state. Some libertarians take a pragmatic 
rather than principled stance on immigration; they note that 
immigrants are more likely to support big government policies, 
and thus generous immigration policies will make it more 
difficult to create a libertarian order. On average, however, 
libertarians are more pro-​immigration than conservatives.

Libertarians often partner with conservatives when their 
ideals are aligned. Conservatives and libertarians often have 
analogous views on economic questions, and libertarian or-
ganizations such as the Cato Institute wield considerable in-
fluence in conservative politics. Some of the most influential 
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right-​wing intellectuals since World War II identified as liber-
tarian, including Milton Friedman.

Libertarians have the longest-​lasting and most successful 
third party in the United States, the Libertarian Party, which 
has run a candidate in every presidential election since 1972. 
The most recent Libertarian presidential candidate was former 
New Mexico governor Gary Johnson. He won nearly 4.5 mil-
lion votes in 2016, making him the most successful third-​party 
candidate since Ross Perot.

What Are the Connections Between 
Libertarianism and the Alt-​Right?

Most high-​profile libertarians have no interest in the Alt-​Right 
and reject white nationalism and similar ideas. A connection 
between libertarianism and white nationalism may not seem 
immediately obvious. However, historically, libertarians have 
supported several policies that white nationalists also support. 
Libertarian principles, for example, preclude the use of gov-
ernment to force the racial integration of private businesses—​
racial discrimination committed by private businesses may 
be immoral and bad economics, but forcing business owners 
to act against their beliefs is a violation of the nonaggression 
principle.

In 2017, several writers published articles noting that many 
people in the Alt-​Right previously identified as libertarians, 
and so they argued that there is at least a degree of latent big-
otry within libertarianism.7 This is probably an exaggeration. 
Most libertarians are sincerely opposed to racism and are not 
using antistatism as a mask for racism or other forms of preju-
dice. Nonetheless, it would be disingenuous to claim that there 
is no overlap between libertarianism and white nationalism.

As an individualist movement, libertarianism is inher-
ently hostile to identity politics. That is, it rejects the idea that 
the government can make just distinctions between people 
based on their demographic characteristics. This means that 
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libertarians oppose government-​sanctioned discrimination, 
such as seen in the Jim Crow South, but they also oppose af-
firmative action, at least when practiced by the government. 
The libertarian insistence on the sanctity of property rights 
also leads to their rejection of the Civil Rights Act and other 
state-​led efforts to end private discrimination on the part of 
businesses. Libertarianism can thus be useful for people who 
wish to push back against government efforts to promote ra-
cial equality but do not wish to be branded as racist. I should 
again reiterate that I am not claiming that these attitudes are 
typical among contemporary libertarians. However, it is indis-
putable that some libertarians have sought to harness white 
anxieties and use them to further their own cause.

Who Was Murray Rothbard?

The libertarian strategy of appealing to white frustration is pri-
marily associated with the economist Murray Rothbard, who 
was one of the best-​known promoters of right-​wing anarchism 
in the United States. Rothbard had a long and curious career 
in political activism. Throughout his life, he was eager to build 
alliances with any group that hated the U.S. government, es-
pecially those that opposed American military force abroad. In 
the 1930s and 1940s, he made common cause with the so-​called 
Old Right—​those right-​wing thinkers who preceded the birth 
of the contemporary conservative movement, and who op-
posed both the New Deal and American involvement in World 
War II.

Rothbard showed little interest in the conservative move-
ment, mostly because of its belligerence in the Cold War. In the 
1960s, he flirted with activist groups on the New Left, as well as 
militant groups like the Black Panthers that opposed American 
imperialism. He hoped that these groups could be persuaded 
to abandon Marxism in favor of the libertarian position. He 
eventually gave up on building bridges to the left, which he 
concluded would never embrace libertarian economics.
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In the 1970s, Rothbard helped found the Cato Institute, 
which is now the most important libertarian think tank in the 
world. Rothbard broke with Cato after a few years when he de-
termined that it was insufficiently radical. He later played an 
important role in the Ludwig von Mises Institute, which was 
more aligned with his political views and preferred economic 
methods.

In the 1980s, Rothbard turned to the frustrated paleocon-
servative movement for allies. He hoped that libertarians and 
paleoconservatives could form a new coalition capable of chal-
lenging the mainstream political consensus. Rothbard was 
enthusiastic about Pat Buchanan’s presidential campaign, de-
spite Buchanan’s lack of libertarian principles. Buchanan ex-
cited Rothbard because of his “America first” foreign policy; 
Rothbard always viewed noninterventionist foreign policies as 
critical to the libertarian project.

By the 1990s, Rothbard viewed frustrated whites as a po-
tentially useful ally against big government. He and his allies 
were willing to accept ideas such as strong immigration 
restrictions to expand their audience. They also pushed for 
libertarians to shed their image as part of the counterculture 
and instead acknowledge the importance of cultural cohesion 
and homogeneity as a bulwark against a centralizing state. 
He also defended The Bell Curve, the controversial book by 
Charles Murray and Richard Hernnstein, which argued that 
IQ differences between racial groups explain some disparities 
in American life (see the section “What Is Race Realism?” later 
in this chapter). Rothbard defended the work by noting that 
it will be helpful for libertarians if they can show that racial 
disparities are caused by biology rather than systematic dis-
crimination. If these differences are “natural,” then it will be 
more difficult to argue that government must intervene to 
alleviate them.

Rothbard died in 1994, long before the Alt-​Right was born, 
but many people in the Alt-​Right express admiration for 
Rothbard and his work.
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Who Is Hans-​Hermann Hoppe?

Hans-​Hermann Hoppe arguably influenced the Alt-​Right more 
than any other libertarian. Hoppe was Murray Rothbard’s col-
league. He has applied methods developed by the Austrian 
school of economics to questions about governance, arguing 
that democracy is possibly the worst of all possible forms 
of government because of the incentives that it provides 
leaders. According to Hoppe’s book, Democracy: The God That 
Failed, democracies necessarily lead to shortsighted thinking. 
Although he is an anarchist, he says that if one must have a 
government, it is better if that government operates as a he-
reditary monarchy.

Unlike many libertarians, Hoppe does not claim that his 
brand of libertarianism will lead to a more egalitarian fu-
ture. He attacks large-​scale immigration as a form of forced 
integration, used by elites to break down traditional forms 
of solidarity. In his vision of a stateless world, small-​scale 
communities will be ruthless in driving out people who ad-
vance dangerous ideas—​such as communism, democracy, and 
egalitarianism.

Hoppe has also been on friendly terms with many people 
associated with the Alt-​Right. He hosts a regular conference 
in Turkey for his group, called the Property and Freedom 
Society. Both Richard Spencer and Jared Taylor have 
addressed this conference. In a 2017 speech, Hoppe gave 
some qualified praise for the Alt-​Right, though he expressed 
disappointment with its statism and single-​minded focus on 
whiteness.8

Although Hoppe is a well-​known figure in libertarianism 
and has been associated with prominent libertarian organi-
zations such as the Ludwig von Mises Institute, he has faced 
increasing attacks from more mainstream libertarians, who 
wish to put greater distance between themselves and the 
Alt-​Right.
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What Was the Progressive Movement of the Late 
Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries?

The ideas promoted by so-​called race realists are not new. 
The notion that racial groups have different cognitive 
attributes and typical behaviors is centuries old. Thomas 
Jefferson wrote on this subject, for example. However, the 
ideas promoted by scientific racists in the Progressive era are 
the most obvious intellectual antecedents of this element of 
the Alt-​Right.

Many ideas promoted by intellectuals during the 
Progressive era (which lasted approximately from the 1890s 
until the 1920s) remain celebrated today. Progressives favored 
women’s suffrage, improved education policies, and fought 
government corruption. They also led the new conservation 
movement. Progressives argued that they could improve so-
ciety by taking a scientific approach to policy.

There was a darker side to the Progressive era, how-
ever. Embracing theories promoted by Francis Galton, many 
Progressives believed genetic differences explained why some 
population groups exhibited antisocial attributes. They thus 
applied the same kind of scientific thinking to population 
policy that they applied to other aspects of government. The 
eugenics movement sought to encourage supposedly superior 
people to breed in greater numbers, whereas other parts of the 
population were discouraged from having children, or even 
sterilized.

Madison Grant and Lothrop Stoddard were among the most 
significant figures of the American eugenics movement. Grant 
was renowned as an intellectual and played an important role 
in policy debates at that time. He is best known for his 1916 
book, The Passing of the Great Race. Stoddard, Grant’s protégé, 
published books with even more provocative titles, such as The 
Rising Tide of Color Against White World Supremacy (1920) and 
The Revolt Against Civilization (1922).
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The immigration restriction movement had many 
motivations, but the belief that certain racial and ethnic groups 
were naturally inferior and thus could not be assimilated was 
one of the dominant justifications. These ideas had major policy 
consequences, as the new quota immigration system that was 
established in the 1920s ushered in a forty-​year period of min-
imal immigration to the United States. Eugenic ideas that 
originated in the United States also had consequences abroad. 
The eugenics programs that the Nazis established were mod-
eled on those developed in America, and Hitler expressed his 
admiration for Madison Grant. These ideas remained com-
monplace in the United States for many decades. It was not 
until the aftermath of World War II, when the atrocities com-
mitted during that conflict became widely known, that these 
views became anathema in American social science.

Although the Alt-​Right and other white nationalist 
movements speak fondly of the eugenics movement, these 
contemporary movements approach the subject somewhat 
differently. Today’s racist extremists usually call for white sol-
idarity across ethnic boundaries. The Progressive eugenicists 
had a much narrower view of what constituted a “superior” 
race. Writers such as Grant typically divided Europeans into 
multiple categories—​Grant’s classification scheme included 
“Nordics,” “Alpines,” and “Mediterraneans.” According to 
these earlier eugenicists, various European groups also pos-
sessed different levels of intelligence and agreeableness. In 
their view, Nordics were unquestionably the superior white 
race, and the United States should take steps to ensure that they 
remained the dominant demographic group. For an introduc-
tion to eugenicist thought in early twentieth-​century America, 
I recommend Jonathan Peter Spiro’s book, Defending the Master 
Race: Conservation, Eugenics, and the Legacy of Madison Grant.

Although the Progressive eugenicists were unquestionably 
racist and regularly expressed contempt for Africans and Asians, 
the supposed inferiority of eastern and southern Europeans was 
among their primary concerns. The immigration quota system 
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that they established was largely aimed to stop the flow of 
Italian, Polish, and other European immigrants. Within the Alt-​
Right and similar movements, one can still find people who em-
phasize these distinctions between European ethnicities. Overall, 
however, the Alt-​Right seeks to foster a pan-​European racial 
identity, which includes white Americans from all European 
backgrounds.

What Is Race Realism?

Race realism is a vital component of what I have called high-
brow white nationalism. Its proponents view race as a legiti-
mate biological category, rejecting the mainstream consensus 
that race is a social construct. It holds that various racial 
groups differ in nonsuperficial ways, though race realists are 
often particularly obsessed with the subject of IQ.

The idea of racial differences in IQ has long been a common 
theme in white nationalist discourse, though it became a major 
topic of national discussion following the 1994 publication 
of The Bell Curve by Charles Murray and Richard Herrnstein. 
That book argued that IQ was a predictor of economic success, 
that it was largely hereditary, and that different racial groups 
had different average IQs. The book was controversial, and 
many scholars and journalists published lengthy books and 
articles challenging its conclusions. It remains influential on 
the radical right, though Murray is not a white nationalist—​he 
describes himself as a libertarian.

Race realism can be viewed as a revival of the scientific 
racism that was prevalent in the United States during the 
Progressive era, which promoted state-​sponsored eugenics 
programs and opposed mass immigration, especially from 
countries outside of Northern Europe. Another common term 
for race realism is human biodiversity, usually shortened to 
HBD, which is a term popularized by the blogger Steve Sailer.

Few contemporary academics espouse these kinds of ideas. 
Richard Lynn, an emeritus professor at the University of 
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Ulster, is perhaps the best-​known academic promoter of these 
theories. Lynn argues that different nations have different av-
erage IQs, and that these differences are based on genetics. 
He was an early promoter of the idea that the highest IQs are 
found in Northeast Asia, and the lowest in sub-​Saharan Africa, 
and that a nation’s average IQ score is a powerful predictor 
of other variables, such as gross domestic product (GDP), fer-
tility, and religiosity. He has also written two books on eu-
genics, arguing that modern humans are deteriorating in terms 
of intelligence and health. According to Lynn, this is because 
modern medicine allows people with major health problems 
to survive and reproduce, and because modern contraception 
is used at different rates by people with different characteris-
tics; he argued that intelligent and conscientious people were 
more likely to control their fertility, limiting their number of 
offspring compared to other people.

Arthur Jensen, who taught at the University of California, 
Berkeley, was another well-​known promoter of these ideas. 
Virginia Abernathy, an emeritus professor at Vanderbilt 
University, has made similar arguments in academic settings. 
In recent years, Abernathy has been more openly involved 
in right-​wing politics. In 2012, she was the vice-​presidential 
candidate for the white nationalist American Third Position 
Party, which has since changed its name to the American 
Freedom Party.

What Is the Men’s Rights Movement?

The Men’s Rights Movement (MRM), whose followers are 
usually described as Men’s Rights Advocates (MRAs), is an 
antifeminist movement that argues that contemporary society 
discriminates against men in favor of women. For example, 
it argues that laws regarding child custody and divorce are 
overtly discriminatory. It similarly argues that, according to 
many statistics, men are objectively worse off than women 
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in many ways—​women live longer, on average, and men are 
more likely to commit suicide.

Although the MRM has brought up genuine concerns 
about gender equity, it has often been accused of misogyny. 
Many voices in the movement go beyond arguing that men 
suffer systematic discrimination, expressing open contempt 
for feminism and women more broadly. Like the Alt-​Right, 
the MRM is mostly organized online and contains a net-
work of blogs sometimes called the “manosphere.” Within 
this loose network, one finds many different approaches to 
gender relations. So-​called pick-​up artist sites have a wide 
audience—​though these are not always political. These 
bloggers provide advice on how to seduce women. There is 
also a more radical antifeminist movement known as Men 
Going Their Own Way. This group says that feminism has 
made relations between the sexes so poisonous that hetero-
sexual men should avoid romantic relationships with women 
entirely, and instead seek sexual satisfaction via prostitution 
or simply accept celibacy.

It was the MRM that first popularized the “red pill” meme 
that has since been adopted by the Alt-​Right (see the section 
“What Is the Red Pill?” in chapter  5). Much of the Alt-​Right 
holds views on sex and gender relations that are aligned with 
those of the MRM. The MRM is not inherently racist, and being 
sympathetic to the MRM does not necessarily suggest that 
someone agrees with the Alt-​Right.

Like the Alt-​Right, much of the MRM endorses what is 
called sex realism. This is the idea that men and women have 
different cognitive characteristics, which are rooted in biology 
rather than socialization. Because of these different attributes, 
according to this theory, men and women are biologically 
suited for different roles in society, and efforts to create higher 
levels of equality between the sexes will ultimately leave both 
men and women less happy than they would be under a more 
traditional, patriarchal system.
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What Was Gamergate?

Gamergate was a controversy that erupted in 2014. When it 
began, it was purportedly about ethics in video game jour-
nalism. It started when a text-​based video game created by a 
developer named Zoe Quinn began to receive positive reviews. 
Quinn’s former romantic partner subsequently accused her of 
trading sexual favors in exchange for those reviews. This accu-
sation led to a massive backlash from the gaming community, 
and Quinn was subjected to a harassment campaign that was 
coordinated on various online forums. The campaign included 
doxing and death threats.

Gamergate extended beyond the harassment of individuals. 
The people involved began complaining to advertisers, 
successfully lobbying some of them to withdraw their sup-
port from certain publications. Several people who later 
became associated with the Alt-​Right or Alt-​Lite promoted 
Gamergate, such as Milo Yiannopoulos, Mike Cernovich, and 
Vox Day.

Gamergate was mostly disconnected from questions of 
race. Most mainstream commentary on the subject discussed 
how it revealed troubling misogyny in the gaming commu-
nity, as well as on the Internet more generally. Supporters of 
Gamergate were livid that so-​called social justice warriors 
were trying to gain a foothold in the gaming world and insti-
tute political correctness in an arena that had previously been 
mostly free from progressive politics.

In substance, Gamergate did little to directly advance the 
Alt-​Right’s agenda. However, it was an early and conclu-
sive demonstration that online trolls (see the section “What 
Is a Troll?” in chapter 5) could have a substantive influence 
in the real world. Agitated and persistent trolls caused sig-
nificant harm to major media institutions. Their attacks 
helped shut down the major webzine Gawker. Despite being 
a mostly anonymous online mob, the Gamergaters gained the 
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attention of the most important media venues in the United 
States. Although most Gamergate supporters may not have 
been white nationalists, the Alt-​Right learned from their ex-
perience, and many subsequent Alt-​Right campaigns utilized 
similar tactics.



5

 THE ALT-​RIGHT AND 

THE INTERNET

Why Is the Internet So Important to White Nationalists?

The Internet is a valuable tool for anyone who wants to 
spread a message to a large audience quickly and inexpen-
sively. It allows easy communication and coordination across 
diverse groups. A  group or individual operating a single 
website may have difficulty building an audience, but by reg-
ularly linking to each other, different sites can amplify each 
other’s reach. The Internet can also be an effective recruiting 
tool, and this is especially important for radical groups with 
limited resources. Before the Internet was created, recruit-
ment for extremist groups usually had to take place face to 
face. The Internet can quietly radicalize people who may 
never meet an extremist ideologue in real life. Websites that 
promote far-​right ideas but do not present themselves as ex-
tremist can be especially useful tools for influencing readers. 
Sites that downplay extremist rhetoric and avoid hateful 
slurs often serve as bridges between mainstream and far-​
right ideologies.

The Alt-​Right developed some new methods of using 
the Internet. However, we should not overstate the degree 
to which the Alt-​Right is qualitatively different from its 
precursors. The media often presents the Alt-​Right as unu-
sually tech savvy. In truth, white nationalists have always 
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been active on the Internet, and they have used it as one of 
their most important tools since it was created. Tom Metzger 
(see the section “Who Is Tom Metzger?” in chapter 2), leader 
of the White Aryan Resistance (WAR), created a computer 
message board in the 1980s, before most people had even 
heard of the Internet.

What Is Stormfront?

Stormfront is the most notorious white nationalist message 
board. Don Black, a former Ku Klux Klan (KKK) leader and 
associate of David Duke, created the site in 1995. The site 
hosts Black’s radio show, but it is primarily used as a message 
board where white nationalists discuss various topics—​not all 
of which are related to race and politics. The site’s motto is 
“White Pride Worldwide,” and it has several forums in foreign 
languages.

Over time, the site became extraordinarily popular, even-
tually attracting tens of thousands of active posters, and 
far more monthly page views. Stormfront faced a setback 
in 2017, when the site’s registrar seized its domain name—​
this was part of the larger wave of digital no-​platforming 
that occurred after the “Unite the Right” rally. Stormfront 
was back online only a month later, when it found a new 
provider.

Although Stormfront was created over a decade before 
the Alt-​Right concept was born, the ideological overlap be-
tween Stormfront and the rest of the Alt-​Right is transparent, 
and many people who identify with the Alt-​Right also post at 
Stormfront and read its forums. Nonetheless, it does not ap-
pear that Stormfront was where most Alt-​Right supporters 
developed their ideas. Far more people in the Alt-​Right cite 
image boards like 4chan (see the section “What Is 4chan?” 
later in this chapter) as the place where they initially devel-
oped their ideas.
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Who Was Bob Whitaker, and What Is “the Mantra”?

Bob Whitaker, a white nationalist propagandist, organized 
one of the earliest and most effective right-​wing online trol-
ling campaigns. Before becoming an open racist agitator, 
Whitaker worked in mainstream conservative politics. He was 
an economics professor later appointed by Ronald Reagan to 
a position in the Office of Personnel Management. Toward 
the end of his life, he promoted the idea that white nationalist 
propagandists needed to push their message into mainstream 
spaces. He created a website called Bob’s Underground Graduate 
Semininar (B.U.G.S.), and his followers are sometimes called 
bugsers.

In 2006, Whitaker created “the Mantra,” which makes the 
case that whites are being victimized by a slow campaign of 
genocide. It argues that those who campaign for multicultur-
alism and tolerance are promoting an antiwhite agenda. The 
mantra ends with the words, “Antiracist is code for antiwhite.”

Whitaker’s followers have since posted the Mantra, or some 
variant of it, all across the Internet. When an online news venue 
that contains a comment section posts a story about race, white 
nationalists swarm the comments and post the Mantra or some 
variation of the same idea. At its peak, this effort resulted in 
the Mantra being posted thousands of times a month.

This was an early example of what the Alt-​Right would later 
call meme warfare (see the section “What Is a Meme?” later in 
this chapter). The constant barrage of white nationalist propa-
ganda was one reason why many news sources changed their 
policies regarding comments. Many implemented a modera-
tion system, others stopped allowing anonymous comments, 
and some removed their comment sections entirely.

What Is a Troll?

A troll is a person who provokes discord on the Internet. 
Trolling does not necessarily serve a greater purpose than 
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the troll’s personal amusement. It can take the form of decep-
tion, pointless contrarianism, or offensive language. Trolling is 
common on Internet message boards and social media. Trolls 
typically operate alone, with little planning ahead of time, 
though they can also cooperate, either spontaneously or via a 
planned effort. Trolling is not necessarily political, and when it 
is political, it is not necessarily right-​wing.

Why Does the Alt-​Right Troll?

Although trolling does not necessarily serve a higher purpose 
than nihilistic amusement, the Alt-​Right views it as a serious 
project. The Alt-​Right seeks to disrupt the political and social 
status quo, and thus takes advantage of every opportunity 
to sow animosity and distrust. Enraging a political opponent 
is considered a victory, even if the troll does not change the 
target’s mind about anything. Public trolling on social media 
or a message board will be viewed by many people not part of 
the discussion, and these people are often the troll’s intended 
audience.

The Alt-​Right wants to discredit mainstream sources of in-
formation. Encouraging journalists to pursue fake stories is 
one of their methods. During the 2016 presidential election, 
Alt-​Right supporters pulled off a number of these pranks, 
waiting until a story’s publication before revealing that they 
had offered a journalist misleading information. More recently, 
the Alt-​Right promoted the idea that the “okay” hand gesture 
was a secret code for “White Power” (because three fingers 
form a “W” and the index finger, thumb, and forearm combine 
to form a “P”). Many news sources then reported on this, at 
which point others in the Alt-​Right noted that this was untrue.

Right-​wing trolls also create and spread memes designed 
to discredit the left. That is, they start and spread rumors that 
a left-​wing group or individual is promoting a particularly 
outrageous idea. For example, during the 2016 presidential 
election cycle, Alt-​Right supporters began circulating phony 
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Clinton campaign material that suggested Hillary Clinton 
wanted to start a war with Russia and that she wanted women 
to serve on the front lines of that conflict. Other pranks in-
cluded trying to get certain hashtags to trend on social media, 
such as #EndFathersDay and #WhitesCantBeRaped.1 These 
kinds of operations are designed to create hostility toward 
liberals by suggesting that the left is full of people driven by 
blind hatred for men and white people. These efforts occasion-
ally go viral and can earn tens of thousands of mentions on 
Twitter in a single day.

Trolls often couch their outrageous racism and anti-​
Semitism with a layer of irony, creating plausible deniability 
that they are serious. The combination of extremist imagery 
and rhetoric with ridiculous humor can confuse outside 
observers, and when these observers respond with outrage, 
the troll can respond that it is all just a joke. To some of these 
trolls, it really is just a joke. To others, breaking down taboos is 
an important goal.

It is difficult to combat online trolls effectively. A troll views 
any form of attention—​even if it is negative—​as a victory. Part 
of trolling’s allure is that it allows anyone, including teenagers 
at their parents’ computers, to have an impact on public 
debates. Many public figures have adopted the motto, “Don’t 
feed the trolls.” However, to ignore them entirely means ceding 
public spaces on the Internet to the most irresponsible voices.

What Is a Meme?

A meme is just an idea that “goes viral,” being absorbed by a large 
segment of the population. The concept was first popularized 
by Richard Dawkins in his 1976 book The Selfish Gene. A meme 
is not necessarily political. In fact, most Internet memes are 
harmless, even nonsensical. They can take the form of a catch-
phrase, image, hashtag, or video. A successful meme spreads 
from user to user, and the most successful become permanent 
fixtures of the Internet. The most well-​known Internet memes 
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are usually image macros, in which bolded text surrounds a 
well-​known picture. Some memes develop organically and by 
chance. Others are the result of a deliberate effort on the part of 
marketers, political movements, or just individuals who want 
to spread a message that they consider amusing or important.

How Does the Alt-​Right Use Memes?

The Alt-​Right wants to force its ideas into general circulation. 
Whereas earlier white nationalist content was easy to access 
online, it was mostly relegated to explicitly racist websites. 
Because explicit racism was largely cordoned off from the rest 
of the Internet, it had a limited ability to shape minds. The Alt-​
Right wants its ideas to penetrate mainstream discourse. Its 
long-​term goal is to normalize the entirety of its ideology. In 
the short term, it can introduce certain ideas and concepts, with 
the hope that “normies” (see the section “What Is a Normie, 
and How Does the Alt-​Right Apply the Term?” later in this 
chapter) will notice and spread them.

The Alt-​Right tends to employ two general kinds of memes 
on social media. The first uses the most shocking language and 
images possible, such as memes that include jokes about the 
Holocaust. These memes rarely go viral outside of Alt-​Right 
circles, for understandable reasons. However, by bombarding 
Internet users with this kind of material, the thinking goes, the 
Alt-​Right weakens its power. Since World War II, the Holocaust 
has been regularly invoked as a critical moment in history, 
one that provides important lessons. Throughout the Western 
world, people learn to be on guard against any kind of policy 
proposal or cultural trend that is reminiscent of Nazi Germany. 
The phrase “Never again” has become a fixture of political dia-
logue in the United States and Europe. This presents a problem 
for the Alt-​Right and related groups. Although most people 
in the Alt-​Right may not endorse anything as extreme as gen-
ocide, the policies that many of them do support, such as so-​
called peaceful ethnic cleansing, remain completely taboo.

 



112  The Alt-Right

To defeat this taboo, the Alt-​Right takes a different approach 
to historical atrocities committed by right-​wing movements. 
Following World War II, many white nationalists and anti-​
Semites argued that either the Holocaust did not happen, or 
it was exaggerated. Within the Alt-​Right, one still finds these 
kinds of arguments. Others in the movement, however, have 
chosen a different rhetorical strategy. Rather than defend the 
perpetrators of atrocities or claim that these events did not 
occur, the Alt-​Right instead treats them as a joke. The memories 
of the Holocaust, slavery, and the massacres of indigenous peo-
ples in North America still have important cultural power, and 
regular reminders of these terrible events are meant to remove 
some policies and rhetoric permanently from the political dis-
cussion. The Alt-​Right wants to change this. By making jokes 
about this material, the online extreme right wants to change 
how people think about these historical facts. When people 
think about the Holocaust or slavery, the Alt-​Right wants them 
to remember a funny meme that they recently saw, rather than 
horrible and disturbing images.

The second category of successful Alt-​Right meme is subtler. 
These memes are not necessarily racist. In fact, they may seem 
innocuous. Because they seem so harmless, people not affili-
ated with the Alt-​Right may share them. These memes are par-
ticularly successful if they provoke a reaction from the left.

The most successful Alt-​Right meme of this type in 2017 was 
the phrase, “It’s okay to be white.” This concept was devel-
oped on 4chan, and it led to a flier campaign in which people 
hung signs bearing the slogan around college campuses and 
other public places. The logic of the campaign was that whites 
are a besieged group, and that they do not need to be ashamed 
of their race. The larger goal of the campaign, however, was to 
provoke a media reaction.

This campaign was a success. In some cases, people called 
the police when they saw the fliers. College administrators 
felt compelled to denounce them when they appeared on 
campuses. This provoked conservative commentators, such 
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as Tucker Carlson of the Fox News Channel, to proclaim that 
these reactions prove that the left has an antiwhite agenda.2

These kinds of memes present a new kind of challenge. 
Because white nationalists and neo-​Nazis created and 
promoted them, responsible people felt that they needed to 
denounce them. However, by denouncing these fliers, they 
implied that they disagreed with the slogan, and that it was, 
in fact, not okay to be white. This reaction fed the narrative 
that whites are an aggrieved minority, despised by the nation’s 
elites. As a result, some whites may have moved closer to the 
Alt-​Right’s position.

Although the Alt-​Right’s most successful memes suggest 
that the movement is very skilled when it comes to online mar-
keting and propaganda, we should not overstate this point. 
Very few Alt-​Right memes have achieved the same level of 
success as “It’s okay to be white.” Far more attempts to make a 
particular slogan or idea go viral were unsuccessful. However, 
with thousands of anonymous posters at various forums 
sharing ideas, it is inevitable that some of them occasionally 
will strike a chord and receive widespread attention.

What Is the (((Echoes))) Meme?

In their online writings, supporters of the Alt-​Right tend to 
put three parentheses (which they call echoes) around Jewish 
names. It is unclear who first came up with the idea, but it 
apparently originated at the website The Right Stuff (see the 
section “What Is The Right Stuff?” later in this chapter). The 
idea soon spread to other Alt-​Right websites and social media. 
The meme is intended to call attention to the large number of 
Jewish people working in the media, academia, and social ac-
tivism. The anti-​Semitic far right has always claimed that Jews 
wield disproportionate influence over American life. The Alt-​
Right also argued that Jewish people are not always up front 
about their ethno-​religious heritage, instead presenting them-
selves as white Gentiles. By pointing out that an antiracist is 
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Jewish, the Alt-​Right hopes to spread the idea that Jews are 
opposed to white interests.

As a response to this meme, some Jewish people (and even 
some non-​Jewish people) have begun putting parentheses 
around their own names as an act of defiance. However, the 
Alt-​Right also considers this a victory, as it further spreads the 
meme and, in their view, does their work for them. This is an-
other Alt-​Right meme that is difficult to combat effectively.

What Is the Red Pill?

The red pill is a reference to The Matrix, a 1999 science-​fiction 
film. In the film, the protagonist is given a choice between 
learning the true nature of reality (by “taking the red pill”) 
or remaining ignorant of truths that the world’s malevolent 
overlords keep hidden from most people (“taking the blue 
pill”). Had the character chosen the blue pill, he would have 
returned to his life of relative ease and comfort, but he would 
remain forever unaware of deeper truths. Taking the red pill, 
in contrast, leads to a meaningful life, but also one of constant 
danger and challenge.

As is the case with other memes, the red pill metaphor did 
not originate from the Alt-​Right. It was first popularized by 
the Men’s Rights Movement (MRM), which opposes feminism 
and argues that gender egalitarianism is based on falsehoods 
that harm men (see the section “What Is the Men’s Rights 
Movement?” in chapter 4). A documentary called The Red Pill, 
which was about the MRM, was released in 2015. Although 
the Alt-​Right and the MRM are not synonymous, there is sig-
nificant overlap, and most of the Alt-​Right agrees with Men’s 
Rights Advocates (MRAs) on questions of gender relations.

Within the Alt-​Right, the red pill usually refers to ra-
cial differences and Jewish influence on American society. 
According to the Alt-​Right, most Americans are so immersed 
in egalitarian thinking that they cannot comprehend truths 
that are right in front of them. Within Alt-​Right venues, one 
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regularly finds stories of people describing their red-​pill 
experience.

Congruent with the plot of The Matrix, people in the Alt-​
Right describe the red pill as liberating, but also the source 
of many difficulties. Some people within the movement have 
described how their new beliefs make social situations awk-
ward in a way they were not before. Others note that the red 
pill instills a powerful urge to act on their new beliefs and 
spread their ideas as widely as possible.

Over time, the Alt-​Right also began using colored pills to 
describe all sorts of information. “White pills” reference news 
that is good for the movement; “black pills” are stories or ideas 
that the Alt-​Right finds depressing.

What Is Pepe the Frog?

The Alt-​Right adopted Pepe as a mascot of sorts. Pepe is an 
anthropomorphic frog. The character first originated as part 
of a comic strip on the social media platform MySpace in 2005. 
Although Pepe was often depicted engaging in vulgar behav
ior, there was nothing inherently racist about the character. He 
eventually became popular on 4chan, 8chan, and Reddit. For a 
time, even after his popularity grew, Pepe was not necessarily 
associated with racism, and several notable celebrities were 
sharing Pepe images as recently as 2014.

Over time, however, Pepe became increasingly popular 
with the far right online. In 2015, Donald Trump was depicted 
as Pepe on Twitter, and Trump himself retweeted the image. 
Pepe became increasingly depicted in a transparently racist or 
anti-​Semitic context. For example, it is easy to find images of 
the frog dressed in a Nazi uniform.

Pepe became so associated with the Alt-​Right that a number 
of high-​profile venues decided to publish pieces explaining 
that the meme was no longer harmless, and that the people 
who use it may be pushing a darker agenda. In 2016, the Hillary 
Clinton campaign posted a page on its website explaining and 
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denouncing Pepe. The Anti-​Defamation League (ADL) also 
included an entry about Pepe in the category of general hate 
symbols—​though the entry made it clear that because the 
image is not inherently racist, one should be cautious before 
denouncing someone for sharing a Pepe image.

As 2016 progressed, elements of the Alt-​Right created a bi-
zarre backstory for Pepe, stating that he is the latest incarna-
tion of the Egyptian god Kek. Alt-​Right circles began talking 
about “Esoteric Kekism” as their religion. White nationalists in 
the past have tried to create and promote their own religious 
cults, such as Cosmotheism, the Christian Identity Movement, 
and the Creativity Movement. Kekism is qualitatively different 
from these earlier cases, however. I am aware of no one in the 
Alt-​Right who earnestly promotes this religious concept. It is 
instead treated as an elaborate inside joke, yet another way the 
Alt-​Right seeks to baffle outsiders.

Pepe has raised additional, broader questions about in-
tellectual property in the Internet age. Although Pepe was 
first created by a cartoonist named Matt Furie—​who is not 
a racist—​the most iconic Pepe images were created by other 
people, most of whom are anonymous posters on Internet 
forums. Furie reached out to the Anti-​Defamation League 
to reclaim Pepe from the Alt-​Right.3 Furie’s attorneys also 
sought to block others from profiting from the use of Pepe. 
Most notably, these attorneys successfully blocked many Alt-​
Right authors from publishing books with Pepe on the cover. 
In addition, Furie’s attorneys demanded that figures such as 
Richard Spencer and Mike Cernovich stop using Pepe’s image 
on their Web platforms.

These legal threats did not stop Twitter users and posters at 
anonymous forums from using Pepe’s image. A similar char-
acter named “Groyper,” described in Slate as a “fatter, more 
racist Pepe the frog,”4 is now also popular with the Alt-​Right.

Many people remain mystified as to how an innocuous car-
toon frog with no ideological content became associated with 
white nationalism and anti-​Semitism. The reality is that there 
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was, to the best of my knowledge, no planning involved in 
this development. Using the image in a racist context amused 
some early Alt-​Right supporters, and others agreed that it was 
humorous. Its use of nonsensical imagery also shows the de-
gree to which the Alt-​Right is ensconced in the broader Internet 
culture. Mystifying lingo and images are a barrier to entry for 
people trying to make sense of a group or movement. Pepe 
is also useful to the Alt-​Right because he is a disarming char-
acter. Rather than burning crosses or pictures from Nuremberg 
rallies, many people in the Alt-​Right used a harmless cartoon 
frog as their symbol, making it less clear if the movement was 
truly committed to an ideology or if it was just engaged in an 
elaborate prank or an apolitical trolling campaign.

It is significant that the most important Alt-​Right venues 
used Pepe less frequently after 2016. Lawsuit threats may have 
been one major catalyst for this, but it may signify something 
more important. In 2017, there was a serious push to take the 
Alt-​Right into the real world. This meant adopting a new tone 
and style, as aesthetic sensibilities of Internet message boards 
do not translate well into real-​world rallies and protests. 
Much of the Alt-​Right has dropped the irony and humor that 
characterized the movement in 2015 and 2016.

What Is a Normie, and How Does the Alt-​Right Apply the Term?

The Alt-​Right regularly uses the term normie, though it did not 
originate with the movement. Broadly speaking, a normie, in 
Internet slang, is someone conventional and not a part of an 
online subculture, who does not get what the group is fun-
damentally about. The Alt-​Right typically applies the term to 
white people who are not “racially aware.” In this context, a 
normie is someone who generally supports mainstream poli-
tics and finds racism distasteful. The Alt-​Right does not iden-
tify normies as their primary enemy. Many debates within the 
Alt-​Right center on how they should frame their arguments 
to appeal to the greatest number of normies. That is, some 
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in the Alt-​Right argue that the most extreme rhetoric and 
images (swastikas, for example) are off-​putting to most white 
Americans and thus should be avoided. Others argue that 
normies, who will maintain their bourgeois mindset and never 
embrace radical ideas, are not the movement’s target audience, 
so alienating them does not matter.

What Is 4chan?

The 4chan site is an online image board that Christopher Poole 
created in 2003. It allows users to post content anonymously. 
It was described in The New York Times as “one of the darkest 
corners of the Web.”5 Although elements of the Alt-​Right con-
gregate on 4chan and related sites, its creator did not intend 
the site to be a source of racist content, nor was that what it was 
primarily known for during most of its history. Even today, 
4chan is not predominantly a racist website—​though one can 
find offensive material on most of its boards.

The format of 4chan is not unique. It is divided into 
various topics, and within each topic, the most recent 
comments appear first. It is notable because of its anony-
mous nature (one does not need to register or provide a user 
name when posting on 4chan) and because it has a massive 
audience. The site has millions of monthly visitors. It is dif-
ficult to study systematically, both because the people who 
post there are anonymous and because it does not main-
tain a permanent archive and most threads expire quickly. 
Further, 4chan and similar sites are even more perplexing 
to many outside observers because they maintain a distinct 
lingo and no glossary to help new users orient themselves. 
More experienced posters often mock new users who dem-
onstrate a lack of familiarity with a board’s terms and cul-
ture. New readers of the site are encouraged to “lurk more” 
before contributing.

Most of the boards on 4chan are not political. They include 
boards dedicated to some element of pop culture, pornography, 
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fitness, or technology. The most notorious element of 4chan, 
however, is /​pol/​, which stands for “politically incorrect.” 
First created in 2011, this discussion board quickly became 
the most aggressively racist element of 4chan. At all times, the 
page is filled with Nazi imagery and racial slurs. In addition, it 
is where many Alt-​Right memes and trolling campaigns begin. 
The site 8chan also has an image board called /​pol/​, which 
includes similar content.

Although appalling content of many varieties can be found 
on 4chan, the site does have rules. Illegal material is prohib-
ited on all boards. Doxing is also not permitted. Within 4chan, 
different boards have their own rules, banning racism, por-
nography, and other offensive material. Others have very few 
rules. Aside from /​pol/​, the most infamous board on 4chan is 
/​b/​, the “random” board, which has no rules of its own and 
only enforces the global 4chan rules.

The political elements of 4chan are not exclusively right-​
wing. A  4chan user, for example, hacked former Alaska 
governor Sarah Palin’s email, hoping to find embarrassing 
information—​but he apparently failed to find anything inter-
esting.6 Left-​wing 4chan trolls were also associated with online 
attacks on the Church of Scientology, as well as on the white 
supremacist radio host Hal Turner.7

For a useful introduction to chan culture and its role in the 
Alt-​Right, I recommend Angela Nagle’s book, Kill All Normies. 
For a broader discussion of 4chan’s early history, I recommend 
Cole Stryker’s book, Epic Win for Anonymous.

What Is Twitter, and Why Is It Useful to the Alt-​Right?

Although Alt-​Right content is usually generated at explicitly 
racist websites and image boards, Twitter is the Alt-​Right’s 
most effective means of circulating these ideas and images. 
It is a social media platform where people have a limited 
number of characters (originally 140, but now 280) to express 
a thought. Most content posted on Twitter is not racist or even 
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political, but it can be a useful tool for online propagandists. 
Alt-​Right content is also present on other social media sites, 
but Twitter offers many advantages to radical movements. 
It allows the use of anonymous accounts, unlike Facebook, 
which requires users to provide their names. One only needs 
an e-​mail address to join Twitter, which means one person can 
operate multiple accounts on Twitter by just having several 
e-​mail addresses.

Twitter also makes it easy to engage strangers in a conver-
sation. On Facebook, interactions occur primarily between 
“friends.” On Twitter, you can tag people in tweets or com-
ment on their tweets, even if they do not follow you. It is pos-
sible to block specific users from engaging with your account, 
but the ease with which a person can generate a new Twitter 
account makes this a minor inconvenience.

Twitter is important because a massive number of public 
figures use the site—​President Trump, for example. Public 
figures often have a blue check mark attached to their pro-
file to verify their identity and distinguish them from poten-
tial impersonators. The site is a valuable tool for politicians, 
journalists, and celebrities who want to disseminate a message 
to their followers quickly. However, the site also allows an-
yone to respond to these messages. The person who made the 
original post and anyone who clicks on the tweet is then able 
to see the responses. Unlike comment sections on online news 
stories, there is no process for filtering responses and mentions 
on Twitter—​though, as mentioned, people can block specific 
accounts from interacting with them.

This was the initial means by which the Alt-​Right first came 
to major public attention. At the start of 2015, the number of 
people who identified as Alt-​Right was small. However, they 
steadily built up a presence on Twitter and began to harass 
many public figures relentlessly, responding to their tweets 
with racist and anti-​Semitic invective.

By engaging with these public figures, the Alt-​Right 
could spread its message to a new, previously inaccessible 
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audience. Important public figures often enjoy millions of 
Twitter followers, far more than even the most well-​known 
figures in the Alt-​Right. By replying to tweets from promi-
nent people, they can ensure that a massive number of people 
view their message. Trolls are especially delighted when the 
targeted person interacts with them, even to denounce them. 
Such interactions demonstrate that the troll provoked an 
emotional response, and the interaction also brings the troll 
a much larger number of views. Once someone has engaged 
with a troll, other trolls are likely to join the conversation in 
the hope of continuing the discussion and gaining additional 
attention.

Alt-​Right trolls also monitor the social media activity of 
important people. If a prominent person on Twitter makes a 
remark that can be reasonably viewed as an attack on white 
people, the Alt-​Right will quickly retweet the comment. This 
helps them promote the idea that the nation’s elites are hos-
tile to whites. Sometimes these Alt-​Right supporters are clearly 
taking a tweet out of context. In other cases, the person genu-
inely did say something offensive and impolite.

It is possible to delete a tweet, and some people do that 
when faced with a backlash. However, Alt-​Right trolls will 
often take a screenshot of the tweet, preserving it if it is 
deleted. The use of screenshots creates an additional chal-
lenge for people trying to protect their online reputation. It 
is easy to use Photoshop or other editing software to change 
the words in a tweet and then repost it online. These phony 
tweets can then go viral.

Twitter also makes it easy to create large, private group 
conversations via direct messages. This allows people in the 
Alt-​Right to communicate with each other without providing 
any additional information beyond their Twitter handles. 
A 2018 leak of Twitter direct messages revealed that Alt-​Right 
political candidate Paul Nehlen (see the section “Are There 
Alt-​Right Politicians?” in chapter 6) used this method to enlist 
online supporters for a trolling campaign.8
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How Has Twitter Tried to Limit the Alt-​Right’s Influence?

From its origins until 2016, Twitter took a mostly hands-​off 
approach to right-​wing radicalism on its platform, provided 
that no one was breaking any laws. As the Alt-​Right be-
came increasingly prominent, however, Twitter began to take 
concerns about harassment and hate speech more seriously. In 
2016, Twitter’s Trust and Safety Council began to work with 
experts to find ways to prevent abuse. Twitter’s declining pa-
tience for right-​wing provocation was displayed when the 
site acted against Milo Yiannopoulos in 2016 (see the section 
“Who Is Milo Yiannopoulos?” in chapter 9). It first removed 
his “verified” status, and later banned him from the platform 
entirely. These actions resulted from Yiannipoulos’s attack on 
Leslie Jones, an African American actor, who subsequently 
received a barrage of racist and misogynistic insults from 
Yiannipoulos’s followers. Twitter also banned high-​profile Alt-​
Right users such as Ricky Vaughn.

On its face, being banned from Twitter may seem like a 
minor inconvenience, especially if someone was operating an 
anonymous account; one can easily create a new anonymous 
account and return to the platform. However, building up a 
large following takes time, and a person may never be able to 
return to his or her original level of influence.

Throughout 2016 and 2017, Twitter continued to remove 
Alt-​Right accounts that violated the site’s terms of service. 
In December 2017, the site stepped up its enforcement even 
further, removing several accounts simultaneously. Twitter 
announced the following new rules:

You may not make specific threats of violence or wish 
for the serious physical harm, death, or disease of an 
individual or group of people. This includes, but is not 
limited to, threatening or promoting terrorism. You 
also may not affiliate with organizations that—​whether 
by their own statements or activity both on and off the 
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platform—​use or promote violence against civilians to 
further their causes.9

Although these rules seem straightforward, it remains un-
clear how Twitter discerns when a person has violated them. 
The new standards were put in place on December 18, and 
immediately afterward, many significant Alt-​Right accounts 
were suspended. Jared Taylor, Hunter Wallace, and Matt Parrot 
were suspended, as were the accounts for Identity Evropa, 
American Renaissance, Britain First, and the Traditionalist 
Worker Party (TWP).

This new crackdown, however, was also confusing, as 
Twitter did not explain how it determined which accounts it 
targeted. Jared Taylor is a white nationalist, but his use of the 
platform did not seem to violate any of its rules. Taylor subse-
quently announced that he would sue Twitter. Many accounts 
with more extreme timelines were not targeted, and several 
prominent Alt-​Right accounts were also left in place. Richard 
Spencer, David Duke, and Mike Enoch remained active. Thus, 
this so-​called purge did little to remove the Alt-​Right’s pres-
ence on Twitter, and the sort of behavior that would result in a 
ban remained unclear.

What Are the Most Important Alt-​Right Forums?

Historically, Stormfront has been the most influential white na-
tionalist online forum (see the section “What Is Stormfront?” 
earlier in this chapter). It remains the most heavily trafficked 
site of its kind. A  former National Alliance member named 
Alex Linder set up a similar site, Vanguard News Network, 
in 2000. Vanguard News Network is arguably even more ex-
treme than Stormfront. A  few other Alt-​Right and white na-
tionalist forums have also appeared in recent years. As is the 
case with Stormfront, these forums primarily discuss racial 
and political issues, but one can also find general discussions 
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about pop culture and other topics. Different forums have dif-
ferent tones and levels of moderation. For a time, there was 
a popular Alt-​Right subreddit called “r/​altright,” but it was 
shut down when its users repeatedly violated Reddit’s terms 
of service. Other popular Alt-​Right forums are independent of 
larger platforms, such as the forum hosted at The Right Stuff 
and forums such as “My Posting Career” and “Salo Forum.”

Who Is Andrew Anglin, and What Is The Daily Stormer?

The Daily Stormer was founded by Andrew Anglin. He embraces 
radical right-​wing rhetoric and imagery, openly celebrating 
Nazi Germany. He was not always a racist activist; he used to 
write about conspiracy theories. Originally from Ohio, Anglin 
spent a significant number of time living overseas. His first 
foray into the world on Internet racism was a short-​lived blog 
called Total Fascism, which he eventually abandoned to create 
The Daily Stormer in 2013. Aside from Anglin, the most well 
known figure associated with the website is a white nationalist 
troll and hacker who uses the name Weev.

According to its own estimates, The Daily Stormer is the most 
visited Alt-​Right website in the world. It is also among the 
most extreme when it comes to racism and anti-​Semitism; it 
took its name from the Nazi publication Der Stürmer. The Daily 
Stormer is particularly focused on anti-​Semitism, insisting 
that all of the world’s major problems can be blamed on Jews. 
This single-​minded focus is deliberate:  A leaked document 
providing guidelines for Daily Stormer articles included the 
following text: “Prime Directive: Always Blame the Jews for 
Everything.”10

The Daily Stormer is so extreme that it has been criticized 
by other elements of the Alt-​Right, who argue that the site’s 
ostentatious vitriol toward minorities and embrace of Nazi im-
agery and rhetoric causes harm to the overall movement. Some 
in the Alt-​Right even speculated that “Anglin is a paid shill 
and agent provocateur, whose purpose is simply to infest and 
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discredit White nationalism.”11 These accusations have mostly 
stopped, however.

In late 2017, Anglin suggested the Alt-​Right should de-
velop a new strategy, at least in its real-​world activism. After 
the “Unite the Right” rally, he began arguing that future Alt-​
Right events in the real world needed to ditch Nazi imagery 
and instead embrace the American flag. His website, however, 
continues to use Nazi symbols and talking points.

Besides the site’s outrageous content, The Daily Stormer 
is notorious for the real-​world actions taken by some of its 
readers. A report by the Southern Poverty Law Center suggests 
that Dylann Roof, who massacred nine African Americans 
in a church in South Carolina, had posted comments at The 
Daily Stormer.12 The site is also known for its loosely organized 
“Stormer Troll Army.” These are Daily Stormer readers who ha-
rass people discussed on the site, writing obscene and threat-
ening e-​mails and social media comments.

The most significant of these coordinated harassment efforts 
occurred in late 2016, when Daily Stormer readers began sending 
threatening and anti-​Semitic e-​mails, letters, and phone calls to 
a Montana realtor named Tanya Gersh. Prior to this campaign, 
Gersh had urged Sherry Spencer (Richard Spencer’s mother) 
to sell property that she owned in Whitefish, Montana, due 
to her son’s reputation. Anglin and others accused Gersh of 
extortion.

In 2017, The Daily Stormer was at the center of a new ef-
fort to deplatform the extreme elements of the Alt-​Right from 
the Internet. Following the “Unite the Right” rally, Anglin 
posted insulting remarks about Heather Heyer, the antiracist 
protester killed at the event. In response, The Daily Stormer’s 
domain registrar announced that it would no longer host the 
site. Other companies similarly refused to host the website, 
and for a time, The Daily Stormer was accessible only on the 
so-​called Dark Web via the web browser Tor. For the next sev-
eral months, The Daily Stormer attempted to register with mul-
tiple domains, most of which were hosted abroad. At the time 
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of this writing, The Daily Stormer is back online via a “.name” 
domain name. By the time this book goes to print, it may be 
something else.

On his personal blog, which he set up shortly after The 
Daily Stormer was first removed from the Internet, Anglin 
explained the logic of his persona. He argued that the site 
and the figure that he presented to the world should be 
considered “performance art.” He noted that by being ex-
treme, he could draw more attention to himself and his ideas 
than would have been possible otherwise. In this regard, 
Anglin is like earlier white nationalist agitators like George 
Lincoln Rockwell.13

Compared to other leading figures in the Alt-​Right, Anglin 
is notoriously elusive. Unlike Richard Spencer, Mike Enoch, 
and other famous people associated with the movement, 
Anglin rarely gives comments to mainstream journalists. His 
recent secrecy appears to be, at least in part, due to his efforts 
to avoid legal trouble. At the time of this writing, Anglin faces 
a lawsuit from Gersh. The lawsuit is presently hindered, how-
ever, by authorities’ inability to locate him. He currently claims 
to live in Nigeria, though there is little evidence for this, and 
one of the process servers hired to find Anglin believes that he 
saw him in late 2017 in Ohio.14

Anglin is one of the few figures in the Alt-​Right who has 
been able to turn racist activism into a major source of income. 
He solicits donations via Bitcoin at The Daily Stormer and has 
raised thousands of dollars from the website Hatreon.

What Is The Right Stuff?

The Right Stuff is one of the most influential websites in the 
Alt-​Right. It grew out of a libertarian discussion group on 
Facebook, and after it was established as its own website, its 
contributors continued to post right-​wing libertarian material. 
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Over time, the site moved in a more explicitly white nationalist 
direction.

Although it publishes essays and maintains a forum, The 
Right Stuff is best known for hosting podcasts. The site’s flag-
ship podcast is known as The Daily Shoah (TDS)—​the name is 
a combination of the The Daily Show (the program on Comedy 
Central) and the Hebrew term used to describe the Holocaust. 
The show combines racist rhetoric with informal banter that 
often has no political or racial content. Its main hosts use 
the pseudonyms Mike Enoch and Seventh Son. Unlike some 
other Alt-​Right podcasts, such as those hosted by Richard 
Spencer and Jared Taylor, TDS has no shortage of racial slurs 
and other crude language. In terms of content, TDS presents 
a message similar to other white nationalist broadcasts. 
However, TDS differs from its white nationalist predecessors 
in its tone. TDS mimics “shock jock” radio shows such as 
Opie and Anthony. It often presents its racism in a lighthearted 
and ironic manner, playing racist parody songs, for example. 
Instead of only broadcasting political tirades, TDS attracts 
listeners by providing entertainment along with its white na-
tionalist message.

Fash the Nation (FTN) is the other most significant podcast 
hosted at The Right Stuff. Its hosts use the names Jazzhands 
McFeels and Halberstram. This program provides political 
and cultural analysis analogous to what one would find on a 
more mainstream radio network, but from a white nationalist 
perspective.

Many people associated with The Right Stuff were doxed 
in 2016 (see the section “What Is Doxing?” in chapter  10). 
Antiracist activists revealed the identities of both Mike Enoch 
and Seventh Son, as well as many other people associated with 
the site. This doxing revealed that Enoch’s wife was Jewish. As 
a result, it appeared that TDS would lose much of its fan base. 
After many other people in the movement, such as Richard 
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Spencer and Andrew Anglin, defended Enoch, the site appar-
ently recovered. No longer hiding his face, Enoch subsequently 
engaged in real-​world activism and began appearing at public 
events. In 2017, The Right Stuff began to raise additional money 
by creating a paywall on the site, making some content avail-
able only to paid subscribers.



6

 THE ALT-​RIGHT OFFLINE

Who Funds the Alt-​Right?

For the time being, the Alt-​Right operates on a shoestring 
budget. Unlike conservatism, libertarianism, and other more 
mainstream ideologies, the movement does not possess a 
deep pool of wealthy benefactors. Nor does it, at this point, 
have a well-​organized system for raising large sums via small 
donations—​though this may be changing.

Throughout the history of American white nationalism, 
we can find many examples of leading figures who were self-​
funded. That is, they made their money by other means and 
then used it to grow their movement. Ben Klassen (see the sec-
tion “What Is the Church of the Creator?” in chapter 3), for ex-
ample, had some success in real estate before turning to racist 
activism.

White nationalist organizations have also tried to stay fi-
nancially solvent by charging membership fees. This was 
not a panacea; the modal person drawn to such organiza-
tions was not necessarily well off financially, so these dues 
were either meager or not regularly collected. In addition, 
white nationalists have funded their groups by selling racist 
clothing and patches or music with racist lyrics. The National 
Alliance (see the section “Who Was William Pierce, and What 
Is the National Alliance?” in chapter  2) ran the record label 
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Resistance Records. Some money generated by criminal ac-
tivity also made its way into white nationalist coffers.

The fundraising tactics that earlier white nationalists em-
ployed were not particularly effective. However, the Alt-​Right 
may be even more strapped for cash. Although there are now a 
handful of membership-​based organizations, they have a rela-
tively small following. The number of people willing to spend 
money on racist music also seems to have declined. Some of 
the more popular Alt-​Right websites, such as The Right Stuff, 
have created a paywall that provides additional content to 
people who are willing to pay extra. It is unclear how much 
more income this delivers.

William Regnery II is the best-​known benefactor of the 
Alt-​Right, though his support for the white nationalist move-
ment precedes the term’s creation. The Regnery family has 
long been a crucial element of the mainstream conservative 
movement, publishing some of its most influential books 
and publications. Henry Regnery helped launched Human 
Events, an important conservative magazine, in 1944. Regnery 
Publishing also published classic texts such as Russell Kirk’s 
book The Conservative Mind. Regnery Publishing remains one 
of the most influential publishers of conservative books, many 
of which become major best-​sellers.

William Regnery II, Henry’s nephew, inherited a consid-
erable fortune, and in his early life, he was involved with 
mainstream conservative groups. Eventually, however, he fo-
cused his attention and resources on open white nationalism. 
He founded the Charles Martel Society in 2001, named for 
the Frankish military leader who halted the Arab invasion 
of Western Europe at the Battle of Tours in 732. The Charles 
Martel Society is best known for its publication, The Occidental 
Quarterly, a white nationalist journal. Regnery also helped 
create the NPI in 2005.

Although Regnery has played an important role in support
ing groups affiliated with the Alt-​Right, his contributions 
should be put in context. He has given six-​figure sums to 
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various white nationalist enterprises. A report by Buzzfeed cal-
culated that he has given at least $580,000 to white nationalist 
groups since 2001.1 Compared to the mainstream right’s most 
generous benefactors, however, this is a small amount. Charles 
and David Koch (known as “the Koch brothers” for short) alone 
have donated more than $100 million to their causes, and the 
nonprofits that they helped create subsequently built their own 
fundraising apparatuses. Because of these major benefactors, 
conservatism and libertarianism can claim an army of activists 
who make their living promoting their cause. The Alt-​Right 
cannot do the same.

The Pioneer Fund is another source of far-​right income, 
though this group focuses on academic work. It has provided 
funding for right-​wing scholars like Arthur Jensen and J. Philip 
Rushton, though it has also supported Jared Taylor’s organiza-
tion. It has not, to my knowledge, ever provided financial sup-
port to Alt-​Right activist groups.

Most of the significant online venues for Alt-​Right materials 
hold regular fundraising campaigns, though if the numbers 
that these websites present are accurate, these appeals rarely 
(if ever) bring in sums above five figures. The Alt-​Right has re-
cently had some success at crowdfunding—​raising money off 
the Internet by requesting small sums from many people. This 
became more difficult when the major crowdfunding websites, 
such as Patreon and GoFundMe, started banning Alt-​Right 
groups and individuals in 2017. Because of this challenge, the 
Alt-​Right started creating its own platforms (see the section 
“What Is Alt-​Tech?” in chapter 10). The Alt-​Right alternative to 
Patreon, Hatreon, is a source of funding for some of the major 
Alt-​Right personalities, though it is currently disabled and it is 
not clear if it will be revived.

Despite these efforts to fund the movement, the Alt-​Right 
can presently sustain only a small number of full-​time activists 
and content creators. Most people affiliated with the Alt-​Right 
are volunteers or receive a small fraction of their income from 
their activism efforts. This is one of the reasons doxing is 
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such a threat to the Alt-​Right. The movement does not have 
the funds to assist many of the people who lose their ability 
to make a living after their activism is exposed. According to 
the Anti-​Defamation League (ADL), “Because of the compar-
atively small size of the white supremacist movement and the 
relative lack of wealth within it, the movement is limited in the 
amount of money that it can generate.”2

This lack of funding places severe limits on what the Alt-​
Right can accomplish offline. Some Alt-​Right groups have de-
veloped strategies for community outreach and recruitment, 
but they have not been effectively implemented because of 
their lack of resources. For example, Matthew Heimbach’s 
group, the Traditionalist Worker Party (TWP) (see the section 
“Who Is Matthew Heimbach, and What Was the Traditionalist 
Worker Party?” later in this chapter), said that it wanted to 
model itself on groups like Hezbollah and the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA). Although these groups are best known for their 
terrorist activities, they also provided resources to people in 
their local communities, earning trust and support. Even if 
Heimbach’s plan was sound in theory, however, TWP did 
not have the funds to follow through on this plan. Hezbollah 
receives significant sums from the Iranian government, and 
the IRA at its peak had a powerful international fundraising 
operation—​raising considerable amounts of money from 
places such as the United States. No Alt-​Right group can make 
a similar claim.

What Is the National Policy Institute?

The National Policy Institute (NPI) is the main think tank as-
sociated with the Alt-​Right, though it was created before the 
term was coined. William Regnery II and Sam Francis created 
NPI in 2005. A  white nationalist named Louis Andrews led 
the organization until 2011, when Richard Spencer became 
its new president. NPI has received funding from Regnery, as 
well as from the Pioneer Fund. It was organized as a nonprofit 
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organization, but the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) revoked 
its tax-​exempt status in 2017. This decision by the IRS was not 
apparently motivated by ideology; the group failed to submit 
the correct paperwork to maintain its status as a 501(c)(3) 
organization.

Under Spencer’s leadership, the group’s public profile grew 
considerably. It regularly publishes reports on questions re-
lated to race. Spencer’s website, Radix Journal, was an NPI in-
itiative. NPI is best known for hosting an annual conference. 
It was at the now-​infamous 2016 NPI conference that Spencer 
exclaimed “Hail Trump,” and some in the audience responded 
with Nazi salutes.

What Are the Major Alt-​Right Conferences?

Since 1994, Jared Taylor has hosted regular American Renaissance 
conferences. Until 2008, these meetings took place every other 
year. They can draw several hundred attendees. The first 
American Renaissance conference was broadcast on CSPAN.

The American Renaissance conference is a highbrow gath-
ering, with a format analogous to academic conferences. 
Speakers give a prepared speech, often accompanied with 
Microsoft PowerPoint slides, and then take questions from the 
audience. Attendees are expected to follow a dress code and 
maintain certain standards of civility—​racial slurs and calls for 
violent revolution are notably absent from these conferences.

Some of the most prominent white nationalists, immigra-
tion restrictionists, and paleoconservatives in the United States 
and abroad have addressed American Renaissance conferences. 
Notable speakers have included Sam Francis, Peter Brimelow, 
Richard Spencer, Guillaume Faye, and Taylor himself.

In 2010, American Renaissance faced a new challenge. Taylor 
had previously held these conferences at privately owned 
hotels. When the 2010 conference location was revealed, an-
tiracist activists began calling the venue to protest, some 
even threatening violence, ultimately forcing the event’s 
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cancellation. Taylor sought unsuccessfully to find a new lo-
cation to host the conference, and the event was eventually 
cancelled altogether. American Renaissance was similarly un-
able to find a venue willing to host the conference in 2011.

Taylor solved this problem by renting a location on gov-
ernment property, such as in a national park. Unlike private 
businesses, which are free to deny services to groups promoting 
ideas they dislike, the government must respect every group’s 
First Amendment rights. American Renaissance has been able to 
hold a conference every year since 2012 as a result.

The NPI also hosted several conferences since Richard 
Spencer took over that organization. These conferences have 
historically followed a similar format to American Renaissance 
conferences. Like American Renaissance, NPI has also recently 
had trouble finding venues. In previous years, NPI has hosted 
its conference in the Ronald Reagan Building in Washington, 
D.C. In 2017, however, the managers denied their request 
for space, citing security concerns. Spencer subsequently 
attempted to host a smaller conference on private property but 
was forced to leave the venue after the owner realized it was a 
white nationalist event.

Other white nationalist groups also hold occasional 
meetups. Stormfront, for example, held a summit in Tennessee 
in 2017.

Who Is Matthew Heimbach, and What Was 
the Traditionalist Worker Party?

Matthew Heimbach is one of the main public faces of explicit 
white nationalism in the United States. He formed a White 
Student Union at Towson University in 2012 and led the organ
ization until his graduation in 2013. The group was controver-
sial from the beginning. Heimbach and others in the group 
held campus patrols at night, claiming that minority crime was 
out of control. They also invited Jared Taylor to give a speech 
on campus.
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Following his graduation, Heimbach cofounded the 
Traditionalist Youth Network along with a white nationalist 
named Matthew Parrot. This later became the Traditionalist 
Worker Party (TWP). Despite the name, partisan politics was 
not the TWP’s primary endeavor, though it has endorsed 
a handful of unsuccessful candidates for public office and 
it raised money for this purpose. Public activism and com-
munity organizing were their main activities. Unlike most 
of the Alt-​Right, Orthodox Christianity was central to the 
TWP’s ideology—​though Heimbach was excommunicated 
by his church for promoting racism. Although there are other 
Christians in the Alt-​Right, few treat Christianity as a key 
source of their ideological beliefs.

Heimbach is also distinct for openly courting the radi
cal right’s most extreme elements. Early on, he sought to 
build bridges to the remnants of White Nationalism 1.0 (see 
chapter 2). He has spoken at a Stormfront conference, reached 
out to skinhead gangs, and collaborated with the National 
Socialist Movement (NSM). This made Heimbach controver-
sial among more moderate elements of the Alt-​Right, which 
want to move away from the pageantry and threatening im-
agery traditionally associated with white nationalism.

Despite building alliances with the most extreme fringes of 
the radical right, Heimbach tried to avoid expressions of ra-
cial hatred in his public statements. He avoided racial slurs 
and pronouncements of white superiority. Further, the group 
has sought to build relationships with black nationalists who 
also want to see the races separated. Although he avoided 
statements of overt white supremacism, Heimbach and the 
rest of the TWP were openly anti-​Semitic.

TWP was reactionary on questions of race and culture, 
but it was opposed to conservatism on most other issues. It 
attacked capitalism and openly described itself as national 
socialist on economic matters. Its website declared, “Today’s 
global capitalist system is the enemy of all humanity and 
represents the greatest threat to the continued existence of 
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our people.”3 The group argued that the capitalist elites hate 
racially aware whites and view them as a threat to their long-​
term vision for the world. Heimbach has also declared that 
he hates America.

Although TWP always had an online presence, it 
emphasized building a real-​world movement to a greater de-
gree than most of the Alt-​Right. It was particularly active in 
the Appalachian region of the United States, where a large por-
tion of poor whites live. It aspired to provide services in some 
of these communities to build goodwill among the locals and 
eventually swell its ranks.

Heimbach brought several white nationalist groups to-
gether under a single banner. The recently formed Nationalist 
Front held public events including the TWP, the NSM, The 
League of the South, and Vanguard America. For a thorough 
discussion of Heimbach’s goals and strategies, I  recommend 
Everything You Love Will Burn, by Vegas Tenold.

Because of its extreme rhetoric and focus on the real 
world, I was ambivalent as to whether the TWP should be 
classified as Alt-​Right or White Nationalist 1.0. In many 
ways, it modeled itself on older white nationalist organiza-
tions. I decided to include it here because of the many times 
that it cooperated with Alt-​Right groups and personalities. 
The question is probably moot at this point. In early 2018, 
the TWP collapsed because of internal drama within the or-
ganization. A  domestic dispute involving Heimbach and 
Parrot ended with Heimbach’s arrest for battery. Although 
Heimbach has not yet been tried, he was on probation at the 
time that these events allegedly transpired, and he may be 
imprisoned as a result. Regardless of the legal problems he 
may face, Heimbach’s reputation in the movement is perma-
nently ruined. Parrot stated that he is giving up on activism 
and deleted the group’s website. Although other members 
of the TWP may attempt to reorganize someday, at present it 
looks like it is finished as an organization.
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What Is Identity Evropa?

Identity Evropa is a new Alt-​Right organization dedicated 
to real-​world activism. Founded in 2016, it is one of the few 
groups associated with this movement with a formal mem-
bership process. Identity Evropa members are required to pay 
dues but not required to take part in public activism. It has be-
come a major player in real-​world Alt-​Right activism.

Identity Evropa models itself on the European Identitarian 
movement (see the section “What Is the Identitarian 
Movement?” in chapter  3); their website includes a quote 
from Guillame Faye. It primarily focuses its recruiting efforts 
on college campuses. Although it has been involved in major 
Alt-​Right rallies—​notably the “Unite the Right” rally—​it does 
not typically announce its activities ahead of time. It more 
frequently engages in “flash mob” tactics, in which members 
quickly assemble in a location, express their message, and dis-
perse. For example, the group hangs banners with right-​wing 
slogans from freeway overpasses, so motorists below will 
see them. The group also holds brief protests in public places 
and hangs fliers around college campuses. Like TWP, Identity 
Evropa engages in occasional community-​service projects to 
build support.

Identity Evropa avoids the symbols traditionally associ-
ated with American white nationalism and neo-​Nazism. Its 
materials do not contain Confederate flags or swastikas. To 
demonstrate to the public that they are made up of healthy 
and well-​adjusted people, they vet potential members and de-
mand that members “keep themselves in good physical shape 
and generally present themselves in a professional and posi-
tive manner when in public.”4

Although Identity Evropa has sought to maintain a more 
professional and clean-​cut image than other white nation-
alist groups, it has been involved in violent protests. The 
group’s former leader, Nathan Damigo, was filmed punching 
a counterprotester at an event in Berkeley, California, in early 
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2017. As mentioned, it also helped organize the “Unite the 
Right” rally.

Since “Unite the Right,” and the many schisms that 
emerged from the Alt-​Right, Identity Evropa has suffered a 
crisis of leadership and direction. Damigo stepped down as 
head of the organization at the end of August 2017, and was 
replaced by Eli Mosley. Mosley’s tenure as leader of Identity 
Evropa was also short, and he was replaced by Patrick Casey 
in December. Following his departure from Identity Evropa, 
Mosley remained a major player in Alt-​Right activism; he 
continued to collaborate with Richard Spencer and NPI. This 
ended in February 2018, when a reporter from The New York 
Times published a report showing that Mosley had exaggerated 
his experience in the U.S. army5—​much of his public persona 
was built around the claim that he was a disenchanted combat 
veteran. According to this report, Mosley had never served in 
combat or been deployed overseas. Following this revelation, 
much of the Alt-​Right disavowed Mosley, and NPI stopped 
working with him. He assured his followers that he would be 
able to provide the paperwork that would back up his story. At 
the time of this writing, he has not done so.

Casey announced that he wanted to take Identity Evropa 
in a different direction, dropping any connection with 
the Alt-​Right label, and referring to themselves strictly as 
“Identitarians.” He also declared that they would no longer 
take part in large-​scale demonstrations that were announced 
publicly beforehand, instead focusing entirely on smaller 
events limited to the group’s members.6

What Was the “Unite the Right” Rally?

Although it was not the first Alt-​Right protest, the “Unite 
the Right” rally was the most notorious real-​world Alt-​
Right event to date, making headlines across the globe. The 
purported catalyst for the event was the decision by the city 
of Charlottesville, Virginia, to remove a statue of Robert E. Lee 
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from Emancipation Park. This decision was part of a larger 
trend throughout the South. Following Dylann Roof’s racist 
shooting rampage in 2015, there was new pressure to remove 
Confederate monuments from public spaces.

Aside from the immediate cause of Confederate statues, 
“Unite the Right” was meant to be a pivotal moment for the 
Alt-​Right, signifying that it was moving off the Internet and 
into public spaces in the real world. It was intended to show 
that it was now a real political movement, with real public 
supporters, and had moved beyond being a group of online 
trolls and propagandists.

Jason Kessler, an Alt-​Right activist and Charlottesville 
resident, organized the protest, which was scheduled for 
August 11–​12, 2017. Kessler and others worked with the city 
of Charlottesville to secure permits for the event. Although 
“Unite the Right” was the most well known Alt-​Right pro-
test in Charlottesville, it was actually the third such protest 
that year. The first was an unannounced nighttime event led 
by Richard Spencer on May 13. Then, on July 8, a few dozen 
members of the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) held a protest of their 
own. Both events drew counterprotesters, but neither resulted 
in significant violence.

The organizers labeled the August rally “Unite the Right” 
because they hoped to show the unity and size of the far right. 
It brought together many disparate elements of the radical 
right, including white nationalist groups that operated more 
like White Nationalism 1.0 (see chapter 2) organizations than 
Alt-​Right groups. Members of the KKK also attended, and 
the rally drew the groups associated with the new umbrella 
organization, the Nationalist Front—​the TWP, The League 
of the South, and the NSM. Some militia groups were pre-
sent, though they insisted that they came to support the First 
Amendment rights of the protesters rather than to endorse the 
rally’s message.

Many people who came to “Unite the Right” were not affili-
ated with any formal organizations. Some were part of informal 
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meetup groups associated with Alt-​Right websites, such as The 
Daily Stormer or The Right Stuff. Many of the most significant 
names in the Alt-​Right attended the event, including Spencer, 
Mike Enoch, Matt Heimbach, Baked Alaska, Daniel Friberg, 
and James Allsup. David Duke also attended. The event’s 
organizers sought to maintain certain aesthetic standards for 
the rally. Instead of the outrageous costumes associated with 
the KKK or neo-​Nazism, attendees were encouraged to wear 
polo shirts and khakis.

On August 11, the night before the main rally, the Alt-​Right 
attendees already in Charlottesville held a torchlight march 
through the University of Virginia. Throughout the march, they 
shouted slogans that are now associated with the Alt-​Right, in-
cluding the catchphrase, “Jews will not replace us.” That night, 
the Alt-​Right significantly outnumbered the counterprotesters, 
and there were minor scuffles between the two groups. The 
Alt-​Right viewed the march as an overwhelming success. The 
following day’s activities, however, did not go according to the 
organizers’ plans.

On August 12, counterprotesters greatly outnumbered 
Alt-​Right protesters. These counterprotesters included many 
representatives from the far left, including communist, anar-
chist, and Antifa groups. Other more mainstream groups and 
individuals also joined the counterprotest, including represent-
atives from the National Council of Churches, as well as ordi-
nary Charlottesville residents. Many people in the Alt-​Right 
arrived prepared for violence, carrying shields and wearing 
various kinds of armor.

The “Unite the Right” rally differed from most other large 
white nationalist demonstrations in a critical respect. It appears 
that local authorities made comparatively little effort to keep 
protesters separated from counterprotesters. These kinds of 
white nationalist events typically follow a pattern, especially 
when the ralliers announce their plans to the local government 
and request permits:  The far-​right protesters follow a desig-
nated path to the place where they have permission to rally; 
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counterprotesters have their own designated space. The two 
sides hurl epithets at each other from across barricades, but 
police are nearby to keep the two sides mostly separated.

On August 12, clashes between the two sides broke out 
well before the official speeches were scheduled to begin. 
Counterprotesters attacked the Alt-​Right attendees with 
pepper spray and threw bricks and bottles. Both sides attacked 
each other with clubs. One Alt-​Right protester, a member 
of the KKK, was filmed firing his rifle at the ground in the 
counterprotesters’ direction. He was later arrested. Many 
people were seriously injured in the melee, some requiring 
hospitalization.

Because of these clashes, the governor of Virginia declared 
a state of emergency. Shortly afterward, before the rally was 
scheduled to officially begin, Virginia police declared that the 
event was an unlawful assembly, and riot police cleared the 
Alt-​Right attendees from the park. This created a new wave of 
violence, as leaving the park required the rally goers to once 
again walk through throngs of counterprotesters.

The rally turned deadly two hours after the police initially 
dispersed the protesters. A  young man named James Fields 
allegedly drove his car into a crowd of antiracist protesters, 
killing one—​a counterprotester named Heather Heyer—​
and injuring nineteen others. The incident was captured on 
video. Fields was subsequently arrested and charged with 
second-​degree murder, malicious wounding, and failure to 
stop following an accident. Several months later, prosecutors 
upgraded the charge to first-​degree murder.7 At the time of this 
writing, Fields’s trial has not begun.

Prior to “Unite the Right,” Fields was not a known figure 
in the Alt-​Right. Photos taken earlier in the day showed him 
carrying a shield with the logo of a small white nationalist or-
ganization called Vanguard America, though the group denies 
that he was a member.

The facts of the case will be better understood following 
Fields’s trial. In the incident’s immediate aftermath, however, 
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the two sides provided conflicting narratives of the event. 
The counterprotesters described it as a deliberate act of ter-
rorism. People in the Alt-​Right described it as an accident that 
occurred when Fields panicked after he found himself isolated 
and surrounded by threatening counterprotesters.

There were two additional deaths near the “Unite the Right” 
rally that day. Later that afternoon, a police helicopter crashed 
outside of Charlottesville, killing two Virginia state troopers. 
At the time of this writing, the cause of the crash is still under 
investigation, but no evidence has been released indicating 
that anyone involved with “Unite the Right” was responsible. 
Nonetheless, commentary about the rally often states that it 
led to the deaths of three people (Heyer and the state troopers).

“Unite the Right” was the largest white nationalist gath-
ering in over a decade. Before authorities dispersed the rally, 
hundreds of attendees were present. The final tally may have 
been even higher had the rally continued; multiple people re-
ported that they were on the way to the event before it was 
abruptly cancelled.

What Were the Consequences of the “Unite the Right” Rally?

Following “Unite the Right,” the Alt-​Right made headlines 
across the globe like never before. It dominated the news for 
days. “Unite the Right” was uniformly denounced by promi-
nent Republicans and Democrats. Speaker of the House Paul 
Ryan, House minority leader Nancy Pelosi, and Virginia 
governor Terry McAuliffe all expressed their outrage, as did 
former presidents Barack Obama and Bill Clinton. Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions denounced the event and the “domestic 
terrorism” that took place. Foreign leaders such as German 
chancellor Angela Merkel expressed their disgust with the 
images from Charlottesville. Even Steve Bannon took a swipe 
at the Alt-​Right, saying, “Ethno-​nationalism—​it’s losers. It’s a 
fringe element. I think the media plays it up too much, and we 
gotta help crush it, you know, uh, help crush it more.”8
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President Donald Trump created a new controversy when 
he failed to denounce the rally unequivocally. Whereas most 
major political figures declared that the white nationalists were 
entirely to blame for the violence, Trump said that both sides 
shared responsibility. Days after the event, Trump declared, 
“You had a group on one side that was bad, and you had a 
group on the other side that was also very violent, and nobody 
wants to say that, but I’ll say it right now.”9 Trump suggested 
that the extreme right and the extreme left were just mirror 
images of each other when he added, “What about the ‘alt-​
left’ that came charging at, as you say, the ‘alt-​right,’ do they 
have any semblance of guilt? What about the fact they came 
charging with clubs in hands, swinging clubs, do they have 
any problem? I think they do.”

President Trump’s refusal to assign the Alt-​Right all the 
blame for the violence in Charlottesville was part of a larger 
pattern. Throughout the 2016 presidential campaign, Trump 
refused to attack his Alt-​Right supporters and did not explic-
itly distance himself from the Alt-​Right until after the elec-
tion was over (see the section “How Has President Trump 
Responded to His Support from the Alt-​Right?” in chapter 8). 
The Alt-​Right was delighted by Trump’s response to “Unite 
the Right,” though his words caused him problems with other 
allies. Important chief executive officers (CEOs) resigned 
from Trump’s American Manufacturing Council, leading 
to the group’s dissolution. Other former allies also attacked 
Trump. Julius Krein, who had previously supported Trump 
and founded the journal American Affairs, which seeks to pro-
vide an intellectual framework for Trumpism, announced that 
he regretted voting for him. According to Krein, “Either Mr. 
Trump is genuinely sympathetic to the David Duke types, or 
he is so obtuse as to be utterly incapable of learning from his 
worst mistakes. Either way, he continues to prove his harshest 
critics right.”10

Many critics also lambasted the city of Charlottesville 
for its mishandling of the event. The nonprofit organization 
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ProPublica chastised the local police, noting that they “did 
little to stop the bloodshed.”11 The police department defended 
its actions, stating that the problems resulted from “Unite the 
Right” attendees’ failure to enter the park from the agreed-​
upon direction.12

Prior to “Unite the Right,” it was largely true that all 
publicity, even negative publicity, benefited the Alt-​Right. 
Although media coverage of the Alt-​Right is almost uniformly 
negative, it draws attention to the movement and raises its 
profile. After “Unite the Right,” there was an acrimonious 
debate within the Alt-​Right about whether the rally was suc-
cessful from a propaganda perspective. Some insisted that it 
was, whereas others described it as a total disaster. Looking 
back on it several months later, it is clear that “Unite the Right” 
caused the Alt-​Right significant harm.

Following the rally, in which Alt-​Right supporters marched 
openly, making no effort to hide their faces, the movement ex-
perienced a new round of doxings. Whereas earlier doxings 
targeted major leaders and content creators, this time ordi-
nary people who attended the rally faced major repercussions. 
For example, one attendee whose identity was uncovered 
subsequently lost his job at a hot dog restaurant. A  number 
of undergraduate students were also identified, leading their 
universities to make statements condemning racism. If “Unite 
the Right” was intended to demonstrate that the Alt-​Right had 
become a normal part of American politics, and that people in 
the movement could now be more open in their views, it failed 
miserably.

“Unite the Right” set off a new wave of no-​platforming 
(see the section “What Is No-​Platforming?” in chapter  10), 
creating new challenges for the movement on the Internet and 
hamstringing its ability to raise money. Although the organizers 
hoped that the rally would create new unity within the move-
ment, the subsequent infighting created new fractures. For 
weeks, people in the Alt-​Right engaged in vitriolic debates 
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about optics and how the movement should organize in the 
future. Many people disengaged with the Alt-​Right entirely.

Although this is difficult to measure quantitatively, it also 
seems that “Unite the Right” changed the public’s percep-
tion of the Alt-​Right. The Alt-​Right had previously sought to 
distance itself from its precursors of White Nationalism 1.0 
(see chapter  2). Although its main figures openly called for 
the creation of a racially pure white ethnostate, they tried to 
create a brand that was qualitatively different from the KKK, 
the National Alliance, and Aryan Nations. Before “Unite the 
Right,” some observers still viewed the Alt-​Right as an online 
band of irreverent, right-​wing court jesters. Afterward, this 
perception was permanently lost.

What Is the Alt-​Right Corporation?

The Alt-​Right Corporation sought to unite some of the most 
significant figures and groups in the Alt-​Right into a single 
organization. Its primary vehicle was a new website, Altright.
com. At the start, its leadership contained some of the most im-
portant names in the Alt-​Right movement in the United States 
and Europe. The website’s initial editors included Richard 
Spencer of the NPI, Daniel Friberg of Arktos Publishing, 
Henrik Palmgren of Red Ice Radio, Hunter Wallace of the 
Southern nationalist website Occidental Dissent, and a relative 
newcomer to the Alt-​Right named Jason Jorjani, an academic 
of Persian ancestry with a particular interest in Iranian poli-
tics. William Regnery, the white nationalist philanthropist, was 
listed as the publisher.

The website was similar to Spencer’s previous online 
platforms, such as Alternative Right and Radix Journal. It posted 
regular articles and podcasts, but it also included many videos. 
The site also promised that it would eventually host an online 
forum. At its inception, the Alt-​Right Corporation looked like 
it would be the most significant organization in the movement.
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However, the organization experienced several setbacks 
during its first year. The site’s forum was only briefly active 
before the platform that hosted it, Discord, shut it down. Many 
of the people involved with the group have subsequently left. 
Wallace’s name came off the masthead after just a few months, 
and he stopped posting content on the site. Red Ice Radio and 
the Alt-​Right Corporation also apparently cut ties with each 
other in late 2017. In both cases, the parties involved did not 
provide any public explanation for the split.

Jason Jorjani’s departure from the organization was more 
dramatic. Jorjani was always ideologically distinct from the 
rest of the Alt-​Right. Although he previously worked for 
Arktos Publishing, which publishes far-​right books, white na-
tionalism has never been Jorjani’s primary interest. His work 
has instead focused on philosophy and Zoroastrianism. He 
is involved with the Iranian Renaissance movement, which 
seeks the end of the Islamic government in that country. 
Shortly after the “Unite the Right” rally, Jorjani resigned from 
both the Alt-​Right Corporation and Arktos, stating his desire 
to focus on Iranian politics. He had previously promised his 
colleagues that he would be able to secure a massive amount of 
funding for the Alt-​Right from unknown foreign sources, but 
this apparently never materialized. Both Spencer and Jorjani 
published hostile accounts of their experiences with each other 
after the split.

The Alt-​Right Corporation remains a significant element 
of the larger Alt-​Right, but it has not at this point united the 
movement.

Are There Alt-​Right Politicians?

At the time of this writing, there are no significant elected 
officials or notable candidates in the United States who identify 
with the Alt-​Right. White nationalists have obviously sought 
public office in the past. George Lincoln Rockwell ran for gov-
ernor of Virginia. David Duke briefly served in the Louisiana 
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legislature and unsuccessfully sought statewide office and the 
presidency. Since the birth of the Alt-​Right as a concept, open 
supporters of the movement have generally avoided electoral 
politics.

Augustus Sol Invictus made an unsuccessful bid to be the 
Libertarian Party’s nominee for the 2016 U.S. Senate elec-
tion in Florida. He was later scheduled to speak at the “Unite 
the Right” rally in Charlottesville, Virginia. The TWP also 
endorsed a small number of unsuccessful candidates. Richard 
Spencer floated the idea of running for Montana’s sole con-
gressional seat, but he apparently abandoned the idea. A white 
nationalist and extreme anti-​Semite named Patrick Little ran in 
the 2018 California U.S. Senate primary election, and earned a 
little more than 1 percent of the vote.

Paul Nehlen of Wisconsin is, at present, the most notable 
Alt-​Right candidate for political office. In 2016, Nehlen chal-
lenged Paul Ryan in the Republican primaries. Ryan won in 
a landslide, but Nehlen promised to seek that office again in 
2018. Nehlen has retweeted Alt-​Right accounts on a number 
of occasions and often uses terms that originated from the Alt-​
Right. For example, Nehlen has appeared on the well-​known 
Alt-​Right podcast Fash the Nation. During that appearance, he 
demonstrated his familiarity with Alt-​Right lingo, describing 
himself as “red-​pilled on globalism, RR and JQ.”13 “RR” stands 
for “race realism,” and “JQ” stands for the Jewish Question—​a 
reference to the anti-​Semitic theory that Jews have undue in-
fluence on American life and use that influence to harm white 
people.

Until recently, Nehlen was not a fringe figure in conserva-
tive politics, despite his poor showing in his most recent po-
litical campaign. He spoke at a rally in favor of Roy Moore 
during the 2017 Alabama special election for U.S. Senate—​
Moore, who was accused of sexual misconduct, narrowly lost 
that election. Nehlen has also appeared with Steve Bannon.

Nehlen’s increasingly outspoken far-​right views eventually 
cost him support from more mainstream figures. Following 
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his appearance on Fash the Nation and a series of tweets in 
which Nehlen endorsed Kevin MacDonald’s book on Jewish 
influence, Steve Bannon cut all ties with him. One of Bannon’s 
advisors subsequently remarked, “Nehlen is dead to us.”14 
Nehlen was also subsequently banned from Twitter. He con-
tinued to post on Gab, a social media site that has fewer speech 
restrictions, until he was kicked off of that site, as well. He was 
banned from Gab for revealing the personal information of a 
fellow Alt-​Right supporter who used the name Ricky Vaughn. 
As a result of this, much of the Alt-​Right turned on Nehlen.

Corey Stewart, who repeated some Alt-​Right slogans and 
talking points, sought the GOP’s gubernatorial nomination 
in Virginia in 2016. Stewart made defending Confederate 
symbols a key part of his campaign. He also adopted the Alt-​
Right slur cuckservative15 when discussing his opponent, Ed 
Gillespie—​though shortly before the primary election, he did 
“condemn the Klan and all those racist groups.”16 Stewart lost 
the Republican primary to Gillespie, who subsequently lost 
to the Democrat Ralph Northam. Stewart again sought public 
office in 2018, winning the Republican nomination for U.S. 
Senate. At the time of this writing, it is unknown how he will 
perform in the general election.

For now, most open and prominent Alt-​Right supporters re-
main aloof from the electoral process. They show enthusiasm 
for Republican candidates that repeat their talking points, 
but at the time of this writing, there is little danger that the 
Alt-​Right will become a white nationalist equivalent of the 
Tea Party, regularly unseating Republicans who do not en-
dorse white nationalism. Neither is there significant danger 
that an Alt-​Right third party will enjoy meaningful success in 
the political process in the near future. Such parties do occa-
sionally spring up; the American Freedom Party (formerly the 
American Third Position Party) has made it onto the ballot in 
a number of races—​including several states in the 2012 presi-
dential election—​but it has never earned more than 1 percent 
of the vote in any election.
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What Is the “Mainstream Versus Vanguard” Debate?

There are many debates within the Alt-​Right. Many of 
these discussions are around ideological questions and the 
movement’s long-​term goals. The most acrimonious disputes 
often center on questions of strategy and tactics. Specifically, 
people within the Alt-​Right do not agree on how they should 
present themselves and their message. This battle precedes the 
formation of the Alt-​Right by many decades; white nationalists 
have always argued about these questions. For a thorough 
discussion of these debates, I recommend Leonard Zeskind’s 
book, Blood and Politics.

These arguments commonly revolve around whether the 
movement should present itself as mainstream, approachable, 
and moderate, or if it should represent a radical vanguard, 
brazenly expressing its extreme opinions in an outrageous 
manner. Those pushing a mainstream approach say that white 
nationalists should recognize that they are a hated minority; 
most white Americans, even those with a high level of racial 
anxiety, oppose them. They thus have little chance to influence 
politics directly. For that reason, according to this view, white 
nationalists need to downplay their radicalism; they should en-
gage in normal partisan politics, only using subtle dog-​whistle 
racism in their campaigns, and deny that they are motivated 
by racism. The mainstream approach would also entail joining 
ordinary political parties and pushing for policies that white 
nationalists support.

In contrast, those who take the vanguard approach say that 
white nationalists need to promote their agenda aggressively 
at every opportunity. They argue that they need to be open 
about their views, as this is the only way that they can even-
tually be normalized. This variety of white nationalist argues 
that radicalism is necessary because they do not have time to 
work quietly behind the scenes, promoting marginal changes 
that benefit whites.

 



7

 THE ALT-​RIGHT AND 

CONSERVATISM

What Does It Mean to Be Right Wing?

The Alt-​Right is a right-​wing movement, as is mainstream 
conservatism. Yet the two ideological camps do not overlap 
very much when it comes to foundational principles. The term 
right wing encompasses a large number of divergent ideolog-
ical tendencies, including radical libertarians, explicit fascists, 
and Burkean conservatives. The left is similarly diverse, in-
cluding everything from left-​wing anarchists, moderate “New 
Democrats” like former president Bill Clinton, and totalitarian 
communists. Given these expansive categories, one may ques-
tion whether the concepts of left and right have any real utility.

Many groups and individuals have offered different 
definitions of these terms. Some argue that the political spec-
trum refers to where one stands on the question of individual 
liberty, with complete freedom representing the far right and 
authoritarianism representing the far left. Such a categoriza-
tion seems to preclude the possibility of right-​wing authori-
tarianism. Indeed, a number of conservatives and libertarians 
attempt to categorize Nazism as a left-​wing movement—​
arguing that National Socialism was left-​wing because it 
rejected individual liberty. Conservative author Dinesh 
D’Souza made this argument recently in his 2017 book The 
Big Lie: Exposing the Nazi Roots of the American Left. Those who 
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prefer this taxonomy have unsurprisingly attempted to label 
the Alt-​Right as a left-​wing movement.1

Although this description of the left-​right ideological di-
vide is popular among many conservatives and libertarians, 
it is has little support among academic political theorists. The 
Italian scholar Norberto Bobbio provided one of the more 
useful definitions of left and right, which is sufficiently broad 
to capture most ideological groups and yet still provides a 
meaningful distinction between left and right. According to 
Bobbio, left and right are ultimately defined by their respec-
tive views on equality and hierarchy, with the left emphasizing 
the former and the right mostly emphasizing the latter.2 By this 
definition, the Alt-​Right, which entirely rejects equality as a 
goal, is obviously a right-​wing movement. It is also far to the 
right of American conservatives, who do not rank equality as 
the most important political goal but nonetheless do not usu-
ally reject it as an ideal.

What Is Conservatism?

When the Alt-​Right first appeared, the movement defined it-
self almost exclusively in negative terms. That is, Alt-​Right 
could encompass almost anyone right-​of-​center who rejected 
the mainstream conservative movement. In this sense, it could 
apply just as well to white nationalists, paleoconservatives, and 
libertarians. To understand what they were reacting against, 
however, we must understand the conservative movement.

Conservatism is difficult to define. The hazy nature of con-
servatism, in the broadest definition of the term, is one reason 
that it has such staying power. If we define conservatism 
simply as a fear of radical change, then all societies always 
have a large proportion of conservatives.

Although conservatism as a general disposition has al-
ways existed, the American conservative movement that we 
know today was born in the postwar years. A couple of dates 
are reasonable candidates for marking the birth of modern 
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conservatism. The 1953 publication of Russell Kirk’s best-​
known work, The Conservative Mind, was one such moment. 
This book made Kirk a significant public intellectual, and more 
important, made the case that conservatives had an impressive 
intellectual pedigree.

The inaugural issue of National Review, published in 1955, 
was perhaps even more significant. This journal of conserva-
tive opinion, which included many figures now considered 
the marquee names of conservatism, played an instrumental 
role in developing conservative political thought. The mag-
azine was founded by a young journalist named William 
F.  Buckley, Jr., who had already made a name for him-
self with his book God and Man at Yale, published in 1951, 
which argued that universities had abandoned their tradi-
tional mission in favor of anticapitalist and anti-​Christian 
indoctrination.

In subsequent years, conservatism came to define itself as 
a defense of three principles:  free-​market capitalism, tradi-
tional values, and anticommunism (which was later expanded 
to encompass strong national defense more broadly). On their 
face, these principles are connected only loosely; there does 
not seem to be an obvious connection between tax cuts and a 
defense of traditional cultural norms, for example. However, 
conservative theorists insisted that these various values all 
depended on each other. Frank Meyer, also associated with 
National Review, played an important role in developing a co-
herent conservative political philosophy.

According to Meyer, who made his case in the pages of 
National Review and in his book In Defense of Freedom, liberty 
and traditional morality depended upon each other. He 
argued that people must make virtuous decisions without co-
ercion. If people are not free, they are not exercising genuine 
virtue. Similarly, a free society requires a virtuous people. In 
the absence of widespread private virtue, a strong state will be 
necessary to maintain order. Anticommunism, of course, was 
vital to the other two principles, as a powerful, expansionist, 
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atheist, and anticapitalist Soviet Union represented an existen-
tial threat to conservative values.

Conservatism continued to evolve, and major conserva-
tive figures have taken different views on policy issues, but 
the basic principles that most conservatives embrace have 
remained the same since the 1960s.

Is Conservatism a Universalist Ideology?

For many decades, mainstream American conservatives 
have argued that their philosophical principles are universal, 
equally applicable to all demographic groups domestically and 
across the globe. This sets American conservatives apart from 
other varieties of conservatism that developed elsewhere—​
other kinds of conservatism are explicit defenses of a par-
ticular people’s unique cultural folkways and institutions. 
According to most American conservatives, the causes of ec-
onomic freedom and traditional cultural norms are beneficial 
to all and could be politically appealing to all; they therefore 
claim to reject explicit identity politics. As one prominent con-
servative journalist put it, “Conservatives hoist their ideas on 
flagpoles and see who salutes.”3

Conservatives are eager to demonstrate their movement’s 
racial, gender, and religious diversity. Their ranks include 
a number of influential African American intellectuals such 
as Thomas Sowell and Shelby Steele, politicians such as 
Republican senator Tim Scott of South Carolina, and Supreme 
Court justice Clarence Thomas. Conservatives market many of 
their preferred policies—​such as school choice and enterprise 
zones—​as being designed specifically to uplift underprivi-
leged minorities.

Conservative foreign policy during President George 
W. Bush’s time in office was based on the notion that democ-
racy is the ideal system for all societies and that the expan-
sion of political liberty around the globe is indispensable to 
American security. As Bush put it in his second inaugural 
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address: “We have confidence because freedom is the perma-
nent hope of mankind, the hunger in dark places, the longing 
of the soul.”4

Mainstream conservatives are not unified on the question 
of immigration, though on average, they are less progres-
sive on this question than liberals. But today’s conservatives 
are mostly consistent in their claim that support for immi-
gration restrictions are not the result of ethnic or racial ani-
mosity, preferring instead to speak about legality, economic 
consequences, and assimilation. A  number of important 
conservative voices are pro-​immigration. There are many 
conservative arguments that one can make in favor of gen-
erous immigration policies. Although this is an empirical 
question that people disagree on, many conservative and lib-
ertarian economists argue that immigration is good for the 
national economy and should be supported for that reason. 
Other conservatives have noted that immigration has been 
crucial to economic and political development throughout 
American history, and thus radical new restrictions would 
represent a break with American tradition and perhaps even 
be un-​American.

Although conservatism’s premises are not explicitly ex-
clusionary and people of all races, ethnicities, and religions 
describe themselves as conservatives, self-​described 
conservatives are not evenly distributed across all major dem-
ographic groups. To this day, white men remain the most likely 
group to describe themselves as conservatives.

Progressives often push back against conservatives who 
claim that they reject racism and white identity politics. 
They note accurately that most conservative intellectuals and 
journalists were hostile to the Civil Rights Movement, and con-
servative politicians were happy to cater to racial anxieties to 
attract votes from Southern whites. Most conservatives remain 
hostile to policies such as affirmative action and are critical of 
the Black Lives Matter movement and other social movements 
that promote racial equity.



The Alt-Right and Conservatism  155

How Did Conservatives Conquer the Republican Party?

By the early 1960s, the conservative movement had devel-
oped a coherent political platform, counted many impor-
tant journalists and intellectuals within its ranks, and had a 
number of influential grass-​roots organizations such as Young 
Americans for Freedom and the John Birch Society (JBS). In 
1964, it demonstrated that it was the dominant force in the 
Republican Party when the archconservative Barry Goldwater 
defeated the more moderate Nelson Rockefeller in the GOP 
presidential primary. Goldwater subsequently lost the general 
election in a landslide. The defeat was a major setback for con-
servatism, but since the Goldwater nomination, conservative 
ideologues have been a dominant force in Republican politics.

Following Goldwater’s defeat, conservatives continued to 
organize and developed a powerful fundraising apparatus. 
Although Goldwater lost, he enjoyed an impressive number 
of dedicated activists and had a large list of donors. A young 
conservative named Richard Viguerie suspected that these 
donors would be willing to give again. For this reason, after 
the election was over, he gathered the list of Goldwater donors 
and began to solicit contributions from them for other conserv
ative causes. He ultimately became the father of conservative 
direct mail, which was a primary means of building the move-
ment. Viguerie was soon employing hundreds of employees 
and raised massive sums for politicians like Jesse Helms and 
Strom Thurmond, and organizations such as the National Rifle 
Association and the National Right to Work Legal Foundation.5

Besides small donations that result from direct mail and 
other forms of solicitation, large-​scale donors who eagerly 
spent their wealth on conservative causes proved indispen-
sable to the movement. The public is well aware of the Koch 
brothers and the tremendous financial support that they pro-
vide to fiscally conservative and libertarian organizations. They 
are not unique, however. Other major philanthropists have 
lavished millions of dollars on conservative organizations. 
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The Heritage Foundation would probably not exist if not for 
the massive support from Joseph Coors, Sr.6 Richard Scaife has 
given more than $200 million to various conservative and lib-
ertarian organizations.7

The conservative movement won relatively few significant 
victories during the 1970s. Although Richard Nixon worked 
to earn support from conservatives during his 1968 presi-
dential campaign, he did not govern as a movement conserv
ative, supporting many policies that outraged conservative 
journalists and intellectuals, such as price controls, the creation 
of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and America’s 
withdrawal from Vietnam. The Watergate scandal and Nixon’s 
subsequent resignation helped set the stage for President 
Jimmy Carter’s election and a new period of Democratic 
dominance.

Conservatives did not enjoy real power at the national 
level until the election of 1980, which sent Ronald Reagan 
to the White House. Conservatives were delighted to finally 
have a president who reliably advocated for the movement’s 
principles—​cutting taxes and regulations and increasing mili
tary spending. Although Reagan-​era policies led to an explo-
sion of the federal deficit, the 1980s also experienced a long 
period of economic growth and the end of the Cold War. 
Conservatives argued that Reagan vindicated both their fun-
damental principles and their policy proposals. Since that 
time, most GOP presidential contenders have felt it necessary 
to assure Republican voters that they are true and consistent 
conservatives in the Reagan mold.

Conservative groups and leaders continue to pressure 
Republican leaders to maintain consistent conservative 
policy stances. For example, Grover Norquist’s organiza-
tion, Americans for Tax Reform, encourages candidates and 
elected officials to sign a “taxpayer protection pledge,” in 
which they agree always to vote against tax increases. The or-
ganization subsequently monitors these politicians to ensure 
that they follow through on this promise. Organizations like 
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FreedomWorks back primary challengers against incumbent 
Republicans whom they deem insufficiently conservative on 
economic issues.

Conservative voices in the media, especially talk radio, reg-
ularly criticize elected Republicans when they fail to main-
tain ideological purity. Moderate Republicans are often given 
the derisive title of RINO (which stands for “Republican In 
Name Only”) and are warned that their failure to govern as 
conservatives will cost them support from their base.

What Is Neoconservatism?

The first neoconservatives were refugees from the political 
left who entered the conservative movement in the 1960s 
and 1970s. These new conservatives tended to differ from the 
older generation of conservatives, as well as from the base of 
the Republican Party. The first generation of neoconservatives 
was predominantly, though not exclusively, Jewish and lived 
in major East Coast cities such as New York and Washington, 
D.C. Some of these figures had once been ideologically aligned 
with the far left—​admiration for Leon Trotsky, for example, 
was a common trait.

Every individual had different justifications, but there were 
a few common reasons that neoconservatives tended to move 
to the right. Some neoconservatives argued that American 
liberals had moved too far to the left over the course of the 
1960s. As left-​wing groups such as Students for a Democratic 
Society, the Black Panthers, Maoist groups, and similar organ-
izations became the face of the left, they made many moderate 
liberals uneasy. Others were unnerved by the left’s new and 
growing opposition to Israel, especially after the 1967 Six-​Day 
War, which caused some people to conclude that the American 
left was taking an anti-​Semitic turn.

In terms of actual policy, when the Great Society and other 
major liberal policy initiatives failed to achieve their promised 
objectives, some of these policies’ former supporters began 
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to rethink their earlier positions. As Irving Kristol, the father 
of neoconservatism, put it:  “[A]‌ neoconservative is a liberal 
who was mugged by reality.”8 Not all people described as 
neoconservatives became Republicans. Democratic senators 
such as Daniel Patrick Moynihan and Henry “Scoop” Jackson 
have sometimes been called neoconservative.

Although they were an ideologically heterogeneous 
group, the neoconservatives tended to differ from other 
conservatives on a few important issues. They were gener-
ally more willing to accept the welfare state, for example. As 
Irving Kristol noted, people “need such assistance; they de-
mand it; they will get it.”9 Neoconservatives also tended to 
be more hawkish than other conservatives. They were also, 
on average, more willing to support policies that promoted 
racial equality.

Most of the conservative movement was pleased when 
the neoconservatives joined their ranks, even if they had 
significant ideological differences. They provided the move-
ment with a new intellectual energy and helped make con-
servatism more palatable to the nation’s elites. Yet their 
arrival was also a source of tension, especially as they be-
came increasingly powerful, eventually becoming the 
movement’s most influential faction. Many people from 
the older conservative tradition, those who were even-
tually called paleoconservatives (see the section “What Is 
Paleoconservatism?” in chapter 4), resented the newcomers, 
noting that many of them had never really shed their earlier 
left-​wing orientation, and in any event, they should defer to 
people whose involvement in the conservative movement 
long predated their own.

Disgust with neoconservatives was common among 
the first people who used the term Alternative Right, back 
when the term was mostly associated with Taki’s Magazine. 
Although there are many reasons that one could criticize 
the neoconservatives, some critiques of the movement are 
transparently anti-​Semitic. We can find people with beliefs 
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consistent with neoconservatism from all racial, ethnic, 
and religious backgrounds, but it is true that the original 
neoconservatives were disproportionately Jewish. Right-​
wing conspiracy theorists have suggested that Jewish 
neoconservatives are more loyal to Israel than the United 
States, arguing that policies such as the Iraq War were really 
implemented to benefit Israel. Some anti-​Semites, such as 
Kevin MacDonald, have fixated on neoconservatism’s Jewish 
nature, arguing that Jews have used their perch in the con-
servative movement to advance their own interests at the ex-
pense of non-​Jewish white Americans.

How Have Conservatives Dealt with Racial Issues?

Self-​described conservatives are heterogeneous when it 
comes to racial attitudes, although public opinion polling 
consistently shows that conservatives are, on average and 
controlling for all other variables, less progressive on racial 
questions than liberals are. The mainstream conservative 
movement’s most important institutions, however, all claim 
that they oppose racism. Although maintaining white racial 
dominance has never been the stated primary concern of the 
conservative intellectual movement, it has often opposed 
new efforts to promote racial equality. National Review, for ex-
ample, was officially opposed to major civil rights legislation 
during the 1950s and 1960s.10 The magazine was similarly criti
cal of Martin Luther King, Jr., during this period. Well into 
the 1980s, National Review continued to support apartheid in 
South Africa.

The Republican Party’s leaders and the conservative move-
ment more broadly were eager to take advantage of the split 
among the Democrats over racial issues. As the progressive 
elements of the Democratic Party insisted on civil rights being 
a critical element of the party platform, it caused a rift with 
the Southern wing of the party. The South had been solidly 
Democratic since Reconstruction, and Southern support was 
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one reason why the Democrats were so powerful during the 
New Deal era and beyond. These Southern Democrats, how-
ever, remained racial conservatives, opposing civil rights leg-
islation and executive actions to foster equality.

Eventually, the Democratic Party was no longer able to 
hold these disparate elements together. The first major 
cracks appeared when Strom Thurmond, a Democrat from 
South Carolina, ran for president in 1948 as the candidate 
for the short-​lived Dixiecrat Party. Thurmond won four 
Southern states. The GOP began to make its first significant 
inroads in the South in 1964. Although the Republican Barry 
Goldwater—​who opposed civil rights legislation—​lost that 
election in a landslide, he won five states in the Deep South. 
In 1968, the Democrats lost every Southern state but Texas—​
the rest supported either Nixon or the segregationist George 
Wallace.

Republicans realized that they had an opportunity to redraw 
the electoral map by appealing to white anxiety in the wake of 
new progressive racial policies promoted by the Democrats. 
The so-​called Southern Strategy eventually made the South 
one of the most consistently Republican regions of the country. 
As Nixon strategist Kevin P. Phillips put it in 1969: “The prin-
cipal force which broke the Democratic (New Deal) coalition 
is the Negro socioeconomic revolution and liberal Democratic 
ideological inability to cope with it.”11

Nonetheless, the mainstream conservative movement has 
evolved on questions of race. There is no doubt that the GOP 
has often appealed to racist dog whistles during electoral 
campaigns, and this has historically received little criticism 
from the conservative movement’s leaders. However, conserv-
atism tries to present itself as a color-​blind and individualist 
political philosophy. When it attacks groups and individuals 
that lobby for racial causes, conservatives usually argue that 
they are against identity politics as such. That is, they oppose 
all forms of racial or ethnic collectivism and solidarity, regard-
less of the group and its constituents.
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What Has Been Conservatism’s Response 
to Open Racism in Its Ranks?

Just as conservatism has evolved on questions of race, so has 
it changed its attitudes toward explicit racists that describe 
themselves as conservative. Since the movement’s incep-
tion, conservatives have set explicit boundaries of acceptable 
opinion and expelled people who crossed those boundaries. 
As American society has changed in recent decades, moving 
in a more egalitarian direction, conservatives have similarly 
changed what constitutes an unacceptable opinion. The move-
ment has thus engaged in periodic housecleaning, purging 
from its ranks those groups and individuals they deemed 
dangerous to both the movement and overall social harmony. 
Open racism or anti-​Semitism was often a key reason why 
a group or individual has been expelled from conservative 
circles. William F. Buckley was a critical figure in this regard, 
though he was not a consistent antiracist.

Buckley’s influence was first displayed when he took on the 
JBS in the 1960s. At the time, the society was the largest grass-​
roots conservative organization in the United States. Buckley’s 
problem with the JBS was not that it was racist or anti-​Semitic, 
but that its leader, Robert Welch, was a paranoid conspiracy 
theorist, convinced that the Kremlin secretly controlled the 
highest levels of the U.S. government. Welch was a stumbling 
block to conservatism’s goal of establishing itself as a respect-
able ideology and political movement. Following Buckley’s 
attacks on the JBS, the organization went into a steep decline, 
and within a few years, it was tiny and inconsequential, al-
though it still exists today.

In subsequent decades, Buckley played an important role 
in distancing conservatism from outspoken racists and anti-​
Semites. He forcefully denounced former Ku Klux Klan (KKK) 
leader David Duke during his many political campaigns, 
for example, and his intervention kept the paleoconserva-
tive Mel Bradford from receiving an important appointment 
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in the Reagan administration (see the section “What Is 
Paleoconservatism?” in chapter  4). Bradford’s admiration of 
the old Confederacy and antipathy toward Abraham Lincoln 
concerned several prominent conservatives, who demanded 
the position be given to William Bennett instead. This was a 
watershed moment, as it signaled that the GOP and conserv-
atism more generally were ready to disassociate themselves 
from the paleoconservative voices that still embraced the 
movement’s older racial conservatism.

In the early 1990s, Buckley attacked Patrick J. Buchanan and 
his own National Review colleague Joseph Sobran for their anti-​
Semitism. Sobran, once considered one of Buckley’s most im-
portant protégés, was eventually removed from the magazine 
entirely due to his fixation on Israel and its supposedly neg-
ative influence on the United States. In subsequent decades, 
National Review has fired other contributors for crossing certain 
boundaries when it comes to race, such as John Derbyshire.

Can the Conservative Movement Still Control 
Right-​Wing Discourse in the United States?

Conservatism may be losing its ability to set meaningful 
boundaries in right-​wing discourse, which may explain the 
rise of both Donald Trump and the Alt-​Right. In the 1980s and 
1990s, if mainstream conservatives shunned a person on the 
political right, he or she was left without a platform. National 
Review and a handful of other publications were the main 
sources of conservative opinion. AM talk radio show hosts 
and the Fox News Channel later joined them. Although pro-
gressives have many valid critiques of these venues, they did 
exercise a degree of editorial control over what they presented 
to the public. A person deemed unacceptable to any of these 
venues was reduced to cheap pamphleteering or sending out 
newsletters to mailing lists. This was the means by which open 
white nationalists spread their propaganda throughout most 
of that movement’s history, and it was not very effective.
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Although still powerful, more traditional sources of news 
are at a nadir of influence. Print publications of all ideological 
inclinations are experiencing declining circulations. Human 
Events, once the most important conservative newspaper, no 
longer even runs a print edition. The audience for programs 
like Rush Limbaugh’s radio show is massive, but these listeners 
tend to be old—​in their sixties or older. As of 2014, the median 
age of Fox News Channel viewers was 68.12 Young Americans 
increasingly get their news from online sources.

Creating a new cable television station is astronomically 
expensive. This is also true of print publications. In fact, 
throughout its history, National Review has never turned a 
profit; it relies heavily on donations to stay afloat. The Internet 
is a different media landscape. It is possible to create a website 
for free, and a quality website can be created and maintained 
for a few hundred dollars a year or less. This creates new 
opportunities for voices that are shut out of the mainstream 
discussion.

People across the ideological landscape are taking advan-
tage of the Internet to build unprecedented audiences for their 
ideas. Adherents to the Alt-​Right are among them, and together 
they have built a media apparatus that is completely separate 
from the mainstream conservative movement. The Alt-​Right, 
for the most part, has no interest in infiltrating conservative 
media institutions, as it has platforms of its own. Unlike the 
major conservative platforms, most Alt-​Right websites do not 
have the funds to pay people for content, or they can pay only a 
trifling sum. In this sense, it remains disadvantaged compared 
to the conservative movement, which has the resources to sup-
port a large number of full-​time polemicists. However, the 
Alt-​Right has no shortage of volunteer propagandists willing 
to put considerable time into constructing their messages and 
spreading them online.

Mainstream conservatism also suffers from a credi-
bility problem, as Donald Trump’s presidential campaign 
demonstrated. There was a time when the main spokespeople 
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of the conservative movement exercised considerable influ-
ence over the Republican Party and partisan politics. There 
were many cases when Buckley’s personal intervention played 
an enormous role in keeping the American right within cer-
tain boundaries. The conservative movement no longer has 
any figures with that kind of stature. When National Review 
published an entire issue focused on attacking Trump during 
the 2016 GOP primaries, it had no apparent effect. Nor did it 
apparently matter when leading conservatives, such as colum-
nist George F. Will, denounced Trump (and continue to do so 
now that he is president).

Despite these challenges, however, it would be a mistake to 
discount the conservative movement’s continued influence on 
the GOP. Although they were not able to keep Donald Trump 
from securing the Republican nomination, after he entered the 
White House, he mostly filled his cabinet with conventional 
conservatives. President Trump’s policy agenda has been ge-
nerically conservative, for the most part. Mainstream conserv
ative websites continue to enjoy far more traffic than even the 
most popular Alt-​Right platforms.

What Does the Alt-​Right Think of the Conservative Movement?

The Alt-​Right hates the conservative movement, perhaps 
considering it a greater hindrance to their goals than the left. 
They attack it for its focus on economic questions and hes-
itancy to engage directly with the issue of race. According 
to the Alt-​Right, conservatives obsess over tax cuts, dereg-
ulation, and other small bourgeois concerns, but they fear 
tackling demographic questions, which the Alt-​Right con-
sider existential. The Alt-​Right argues that conservatives 
focus on economic questions out of cowardice rather than 
principle. That is, its proponents say that conservatives are 
terrified of being accused of racism, and to avoid the charge, 
they tiptoe around racial questions, ceding the subject to 
the left.
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Because the Alt-​Right does not possess a single, unifying 
ideology other than white identity politics, the movement 
contains diverse opinions when it comes to public policies. 
However, we can speak broadly about the kinds of policies 
that the Alt-​Right supports and opposes. This is especially true 
of questions pertaining to race and immigration. Although 
conservatives tend to be more restrictionist on immigration 
than progressives, the Alt-​Right is much more radical, as it 
wants to end all nonwhite immigration.

Conservatives typically call for the government to be color-​
blind, whereas the Alt-​Right wants the government to openly 
favor white people. Like many on the left, white nationalists 
accuse conservatives (especially Republican politicians) of 
quietly stoking white racial anxiety to win elections. However, 
the Alt-​Right contends that conservatives never follow through 
to implement policies specifically designed to advance white 
interests. They note that Republicans have never taken direct 
action to slow or halt America’s transition to a majority non-
white country.

What Is the Alt-​Right’s Stance on the Religious Right?

Although there are Alt-​Right Christians, the general move-
ment opposes most institutions associated with mainstream 
Christianity in the United States, including conservative 
Christianity. The Alt-​Right has many complaints with these 
institutions. According to the Alt-​Right, it is a problem that 
most Christian denominations officially and explicitly op-
pose racism. Although the Christian right in the United States 
once organized in opposition to forced racial segregation in 
schools, no significant denomination or mainstream Christian 
group maintains this position today. Since the Alt-​Right began 
receiving significant media attention, many major Christian 
denominations and other Christian organizations have issued 
formal statements denouncing the movement and reaffirming 
their commitment to racial equality.
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Prominent white nationalists like William Pierce, Revilo 
P.  Oliver, and Ben Klassen viewed Christianity as a major 
stumbling block to overcome. White nationalists make a 
number of common complaints about Christianity. As a uni-
versal religion, open to all people, Christianity weakens eth-
nocentrism; Christians are presumably supposed to place 
their religion before their race, and many white nationalists 
argue that race should be white people’s dominant concern. 
Jews play a central role in the Christian Bible, and according to 
white nationalists, this makes it easier for Jewish people to ma-
nipulate white Gentiles into favoring policies that are against 
their interests. Christianity did not originate in Europe, so it 
represents a foreign influence on white people. More broadly, 
white nationalists tend to echo Friedrich Nietzsche’s critique 
of Christianity as a “slave morality” that values weakness over 
strength. For an introduction to white nationalism’s relation-
ship with Christianity, I  recommend Damon Berry’s book, 
Blood and Faith: Christianity in American White Nationalism.

Many of the Alt-​Right’s most prominent figures have simi
lar feelings about Christianity. Richard Spencer and Greg 
Johnson, for example, have expressed their misgivings with 
Christianity. However, on average, the Alt-​Right may be 
less opposed to Christianity than earlier white nationalist 
movements in the United States. Although acrimonious reli-
gious debates frequently break out on Alt-​Right forums, the 
Alt-​Right’s leading voices avoid talking about religion for the 
most part. They criticize Christian leaders that push for higher 
immigration rates and multiculturalism, but the Alt-​Right is 
less likely to denounce Christianity as such.

Overall, however, the Alt-​Right views the religious right 
as a negative phenomenon because its energies are not de-
voted to white racial preservation. Beyond this, much of the 
Alt-​Right disagrees with the religious right on questions of 
public policy. Abortion remains the most important policy 
issue to the religious right. Although the Alt-​Right is not in 
total agreement on this question, much of that movement 
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is pro-​choice. They do not favor access to abortion because 
they care about women’s autonomy, however. Instead, the 
pro-​choice element of the Alt-​Right believes that abortion 
is helpful because it keeps the minority population from 
growing at a faster rate, and it is purportedly eugenic in a 
broader sense as well.

How Does the Alt-​Right Differ 
from Conservatism on Foreign Policy?

The Alt-​Right rejects the mainstream conservative view on 
foreign affairs. When it comes to specific policies, the Alt-​
Right’s positions are often similar to those of the left, though 
they are grounded in a different worldview. The Alt-​Right 
overall opposes America’s close relationship with Israel. 
Unlike Israel’s critics on other points of the political spec-
trum, anti-​Semitism, rather than concern about Israeli mis-
treatment of Palestinians, drives the Alt-​Right’s feelings 
about this issue.

The Alt-​Right also opposes neoconservative foreign policies, 
such as military intervention in the Middle East. They have 
offered a few different explanations for this position. Some 
argue that American interventions are the result of Israel’s in-
fluence on U.S. foreign policy, and that support for Israel is the 
real reason why the United States has such a conspicuous pres-
ence in the Middle East. Others in the Alt-​Right have opposed 
these interventions because they disagree with the second 
President Bush’s argument that democracy is the solution to 
international terrorism. They argue that these Middle Eastern 
countries are incapable of self-​government, and authoritarians 
like Saddam Hussein and Muammar Gaddafi are the best pos-
sible leaders they can hope for. Concern that the destabiliza-
tion of these countries will spur new waves of refugees into 
Europe or the United States is another common theme in Alt-​
Right material on foreign policy. These arguments are not mu-
tually exclusive.
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What Are the Alt-​Right’s Views on Economics?

The Alt-​Right does not have a unified stance on economic 
questions. Some people in the movement came from the lib-
ertarian tradition (see the section “What Is Libertarianism?” 
in chapter 4), and they still have mostly libertarian views on 
economic questions. Such people generally think that libertar-
ianism can work, so long as the country is overwhelmingly 
white. Other voices in the Alt-​Right are much more skeptical 
of capitalism and have been influenced by movements like the 
European New Right (ENR) (see the section “Who Is Alain de 
Benoist, and What Is the European New Right?” in chapter 3). 
This aspect of the Alt-​Right argues that major corporations are 
largely to blame for America’s turn toward the left on cultural 
issues. For example, they believe that the desire for cheap labor 
is a significant cause of mass immigration. They also note that 
the entertainment and advertising industries drive many of 
the cultural trends that they oppose, such as increasing accept-
ance of multiculturalism. Although there are few people in the 
Alt-​Right who argue for outright socialism, many state that in 
a future ethnostate, big business will have less influence than 
it does today, and that the desire for higher profits must be 
reined in by a government focused on improving the race. The 
Traditionalist Worker Party (TWP) (see the section “Who Is 
Matthew Heimbach, and What Was the Traditionalist Worker 
Party?” in chapter  6) explicitly called for national socialism 
and argued that the Nazis had the ideal economic system.

What Does the Alt-​Right Mean by Cuckservative?

Cuckservative is a portmanteau of the words conservative and 
cuckold. The term is one of the most popular Alt-​Right memes. 
Its general idea is that conservatives are working against their 
own future interests, whether they realize it or not. That is, ac-
cording to the Alt-​Right, conservatism requires a large white 
majority, as whites are the main supporters of conservative 

 

 



The Alt-Right and Conservatism  169

politics. However, the conservative movement refuses to sup-
port its own people, instead making persistent, ineffectual 
efforts to reach out to minority communities. The term is also 
meant to be emasculating.

How Have Conservatives Responded to the Alt-​Right?

When the Alt-​Right began gaining significant media attention, 
some conservatives were quick to denounce the movement 
and insist that they rejected the Alt-​Right’s worldview en-
tirely. As evidence for this, conservatives could point out (ac-
curately) that they were frequent targets of Alt-​Right vitriol. 
Conservatives obviously wanted to distance themselves from 
the Alt-​Right, as any perceived connection between the two 
movements would undermine conservative efforts to shed 
their own reputation for racism and nativism.

Other conservatives argued that the Alt-​Right was so insig-
nificant that it did not deserve any media attention whatso-
ever. They suggested that the movement was being promoted 
by progressives as a way to discredit all conservatives—​
especially those who supported Trump.

Some conservatives, such as National Review’s David French, 
have regularly gone on the offensive against the Alt-​Right, 
denouncing the movement for its racism and rejection of core 
American values. Such conservatives have subsequently faced 
a barrage of attacks from the Alt-​Right, including harassment 
and death threats from anonymous trolls.

Can the Alt-​Right Copy the Conservative Model 
and Take Over the Republican Party?

Within living memory, we have seen an ideological movement 
effectively take control of a major political party, permanently 
shifting its philosophical foundation. The 1964 presidential 
primary represented the conservative conquest of the GOP (see 
the section “How Did Conservatives Conquer the Republican 
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Party?” earlier in this chapter). With organized conservatism 
in an apparently weakened state, one may wonder if a similar 
takeover is possible today. The fact that Donald Trump was 
able to capture the Republican nomination and the presidency 
in spite of conservative objections suggests that this could 
happen.

There are reasons to doubt this possibility, however. Well 
before one of their own (Reagan) earned the GOP presiden-
tial nomination, the conservative movement was a significant 
part of American public life. The JBS represented a massive 
grass-​roots army, Young Americans for Freedom was suc-
cessfully recruiting on college campuses across America, 
and magazines like National Review worked to develop a co-
herent conservative political theory and promote themselves 
as a significant intellectual force. Conservatives wrote best-​
selling books. Furthermore, although Republicans like Nelson 
Rockefeller were more moderate than the conservative move-
ment preferred, the ideological chasm between moderate and 
conservative Republicans was not as great as that between the 
Alt-​Right and today’s mainstream conservatives.

Despite its current weaknesses, the conservative movement 
continues to control important institutions, and it remains the 
most powerful faction within the Republican Party. The Alt-​
Right may be effective at pushing its ideas on its own websites 
and on social media, and this is important, but it is dwarfed by 
conservative media, which includes talk radio, the Fox News 
Channel, and periodicals. Conservatives also have large stu-
dent groups and grass-​roots organizations. It is implausible 
to expect a group as small and underfunded as the Alt-​Right 
to overthrow these organizations and assert itself as the new 
voice of the American right.

Furthermore, we should not overstate the importance to the 
Alt-​Right of Trump’s election. Whereas Goldwater was a true 
conservative in every meaningful sense, Trump cannot really 
be thought of as an Alt-​Right president (see chapter  8), and 
I see little evidence that Alt-​Right figures have subsequently 
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taken any significant positions within the Trump administra-
tion (see the section “Are There Alt-​Right Sympathizers in the 
Trump White House?” in chapter 8).

It may be the case, however, that the Alt-​Right is having 
an indirect influence on the Republican Party and American 
politics that we cannot easily discern. Although conservatism 
was an unpopular view among intellectuals and media elites 
when National Review was created, it was not toxic in the way 
that white nationalism is today. Thus, people in the conserv
ative movement may harbor these views privately, without 
expressing them. We cannot know how many people working 
in conservative institutions quietly hold Alt-​Right viewpoints 
and consume Alt-​Right material, but it is probably more 
than zero.



8

 THE ALT-​RIGHT AND 

DONALD TRUMP

Can Donald Trump Be Classified as Alt-​Right?

We cannot accurately describe President Donald Trump as part 
of the Alt-​Right. He is a right-​wing populist, whose rhetoric 
has appealed to xenophobic elements of the electorate, but 
there is no compelling evidence that he is a white nationalist 
who seeks a pure white ethnostate. Saying that Trump is not 
part of the Alt-​Right does not require endorsing his rhetoric or 
his administration’s policies; it is simply a recognition of the 
Alt-​Right’s radicalism.

Does Donald Trump Even Have a Consistent Ideology?

If we look through public statements that Donald Trump has 
made over his long career as a public figure, we quickly notice 
that he has not maintained consistent ideological positions. 
At times, he was to the left of the Republican Party, and at 
other times far to its right. Trump is not now, and has never 
been, a conservative in the sense that mainstream conservative 
intellectuals use the word.

Before he became a presidential candidate, Donald 
Trump took several positions that were at odds with many 
Republicans in the electorate. In some cases, he declared that 
his views had changed. Abortion was one issue that could 
have caused a problem for Trump, given the vocal minority 
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of Republican voters who are passionate about the issue. He 
could not deny that he was once openly pro-​choice. In 1999, 
Trump stated, “I am very pro-​choice.”1 Trump claims that his 
attitude on abortion changed over the next decade. It appears 
that the first time Trump publicly declared that he was an-
tiabortion occurred in 2011, when he gave a short speech at 
the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC). During 
that speech, Trump said little about abortion, but he did say, 
“I am pro-​life.”2

Trump also has been inconsistent on the issue of taxes, an 
issue that many conservatives consider sacrosanct. In the late 
1990s, when he was considering a run for the presidency on 
the Reform Party ticket, Trump proposed a one-​time, massive 
tax on America’s super-​rich as a way to reduce the national 
debt. Using language that would not sound out of place at an 
Occupy Wall Street rally, Trump declared, “By my calculations, 
1 percent of Americans, who control 90 percent of the wealth 
in this country, would be affected by my plan.”3 Trump de-
veloped this idea in some detail in his 2000 book, The America 
We Deserve.4 Had such a policy been implemented, it would 
have represented the largest single tax increase in American 
history. In that book, he also objected to certain tax policies 
being promoted by many conservatives, such as the flat tax, 
which would require all Americans to pay an identical tax rate. 
As president, however, he supported and signed a major tax 
cut, delighting mainstream conservatives.

There are issues where Trump has exhibited a great deal 
of consistency. The most obvious example is trade, where he 
typically echoes paleoconservative talking points (see the sec-
tion “What Is Paleoconservatism?” in chapter 4). He has pub-
licly accused other nations of “taking advantage of the United 
States” since the 1980s.5 Trump lamented the U.S. trade deficit 
with other nations in 2000, noting that “we are being taken 
to the cleaners.”6 He has been generally consistent on this 
theme, although he did defend outsourcing on at least one oc-
casion,7 and many of his products have been manufactured 
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abroad. He is especially critical of America’s trade relation-
ship with China, arguing that China has unfairly manipulated 
its currency to give itself an advantage. He even has referred 
to China as an “enemy,” saying that it has “destroyed en-
tire industries by utilizing low-​wage workers, cost us tens of 
thousands of jobs, spied on our businesses, stolen our tech-
nology, and have manipulated and devalued their currency, 
which makes importing our goods more expensive—​and 
sometimes, impossible.”8

Although Trump has a long record of criticizing China, he 
has a consistent record of taking a conciliatory stance toward 
Russia—​a stance that very much sets him apart from other 
leading Republicans but is congruent with the Alt-​Right’s 
views on the subject. He took such a position long before he 
entered Republican presidential primaries. In 2000, he argued 
that the United States needed to be firm when negotiating with 
Russia, but he also expressed sympathy for the country: “In a 
way, one has to feel sorry for Russia. It is like an old business 
or professional adversary who falls on hard times, loses his 
house, his wife, his money, starts drinking, and is found one 
day in the gutter. Natural human sympathy makes you want 
to get the guy on his feet, clean him up, give him a few bucks, 
and hope for the best.”9

In 2015, when tensions with Russia were at a recent peak 
because of that country’s annexation of Crimea and decision 
to back Bashar al-​Assad in the Syrian civil war, most of the 
Republican presidential hopefuls took a markedly belligerent 
stance against Russian president Vladimir Putin. In contrast, 
Trump declared that he “would get  along very well” with 
Putin. He also said, “He’s running his country and at least he’s 
a leader, unlike what we have in this country.”10 These gener-
ally positive feelings seem to be returned, as Putin described 
Trump as “bright and talented.”11 On the question of the Syrian 
civil war, Trump was the only leading Republican candidate 
who offered any rhetorical support for Russian intervention, 
stating, “Russia wants to get rid of ISIS. We want to get rid of 
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ISIS. Maybe let Russia do it. Let them get rid of ISIS. What the 
hell do we care?”12

Although Trump’s generally positive stance toward Russia 
raised eyebrows among many mainstream commentators, 
his views on Iraq inspired rage from many conservatives. 
Although other Republicans have been critical of the George 
W. Bush administration’s handling of the invasion and sub-
sequent occupation of that country, Trump took this to a new 
level during a primary debate. He not only declared the en-
tire project a mistake, he directly stated that the case for inva-
sion had been built on lies: “They lied, they said there were 
weapons of mass destruction. There were none and they knew 
that there were none.”13 Beyond attacking the Iraq war, Trump 
challenged the argument that Bush had kept America safe 
from terrorism, noting that the September 11 attack occurred 
during Bush’s presidency. As with his views on Russia, 
Trump’s opinion on the Iraq War is similar to the Alt-​Right’s 
position.

Trump’s overall stance when it comes to foreign policy, 
therefore, is somewhat confusing. He is not a principled non-
interventionist like Ron or Rand Paul, but he is less of a com-
mitted internationalist than other Republican presidents. 
Trump did not position himself as the candidate of peace; 
he defended the use of torture and targeting the families of 
suspected terrorists.14 Yet he has recited none of the usual neo-
conservative talking points about spreading democracy to the 
Middle East.

During the 2016 campaign, many observers were troubled by 
Trump’s use of the phrase “America first.” For many, the term 
will always be associated with the America First Committee, 
an antiwar organization that thrived in the years before the 
Pearl Harbor attack that brought the United States into World 
War II. Although opposition to war is not necessarily problem-
atic, the America First Committee also contained an element 
of anti-​Semitism. This led the Anti-​Defamation League (ADL) 
to encourage Trump to cease using the phrase. In a press 
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release, ADL chief executive officer (CEO) Jonathan Greenblatt 
stated, “The undercurrents of anti-​Semitism and bigotry that 
characterized the America First movement—​including the 
assumption that Jews who opposed the movement had their 
own agenda and were not acting in America’s best interest—​
is fortunately not a major concern today.” Greenblatt went 
on, “However, for many Americans, the term ‘America First’ 
will always be associated with and tainted by this history. In 
a political season that already has prompted a national con-
versation about civility and tolerance, choosing a call to action 
historically associated with incivility and intolerance seems 
ill-​advised.”15 The phrase “America first” was more recently 
employed by Patrick J. Buchanan, who called for a return to 
that policy in the 1990s. Buchanan has also faced accusations of 
anti-​Semitism (see the section “What Is Paleoconservatism?” 
in chapter 4).

Trump has consistently taken a hard conservative stance on 
the issue of crime, as have many leading Republicans since the 
1960s. Progressives often describe conservative talking points 
on crime as implicitly racist—​as attempts to create fear among 
whites about minority criminals. Trump was a vocal supporter 
of Rudolph Giuliani’s tough-​on-​crime policy when he was the 
mayor of New York City. Trump argued in 2000 that many af-
fluent liberals are lenient on criminals because they can afford 
to insulate themselves from the costs of lawlessness: “I like to 
remind these friends that they would be singing a different 
tune if they didn’t have a doorman downstairs, or if they had 
to walk through tough streets to get to work or the grocery 
store.”16 In 2015, he continued to take a hard-​line position on 
crime, arguing that the nation’s crime problem has gotten 
worse:  “Violent crime in our cities is out of control. Murder 
rates are way up. There are far too many hardened drug dealers 
and gang members who are repeatedly involved in burglaries 
and drive-​by killings. We need to get them off the streets so 
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that they don’t continue to terrorize their neighborhoods and 
ruin more lives.”17

When it comes to his signature issue, immigration, Trump 
has shown a general consistency since 2000, with a few 
incongruities. Everyone is now well familiar with his negative 
statements about Mexicans from the speech that launched his 
campaign in 2015. But Trump had been a critic of current im-
migration policies for many years before that. He was openly 
hostile to undocumented immigrants and expressed his oppo-
sition to the current high levels of U.S. immigration in his 2000 
book, The America We Deserve:

Immigrant advocacy groups have no business rising 
up in protest, demanding special rights, services, 
and privileges. We can’t allow ourselves to welcome 
outsiders out of kindness. If people enter this country by 
disregarding our laws, can we be confident that they will 
suddenly become law-​abiding citizens once they arrive? 
A liberal policy of immigration may seem to reflect con-
fidence and generosity. But our current laxness toward 
illegal immigration shows a recklessness and disregard 
for those who come here legally.18

Although his primary focus in that excerpt was illegal im-
migration, Trump also hinted that legal immigration may 
be too high when he said, “[L]‌et’s be extremely careful not 
to admit more people than we can absorb. It comes down to 
this:  We must take care of our own people first.”19 His rhet-
oric was no less harsh in his 2011 book Time to Get Tough, in 
which he said, “Illegal immigration is a wrecking ball aimed 
at U.S.  taxpayers.”20 In that book, he also emphasized that 
he wanted to see a wall built between the United States and 
Mexico, a theme that he carried into his presidential campaign 
and presidency.
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According to Trump, nothing is ever done about undocu-
mented immigration because powerful forces in the two po-
litical parties have a strong interest in maintaining the status 
quo:  “Too many Republicans in Washington turn a blind 
eye to illegal immigration because some of their business 
supporters want artificially cheap labor. Liberal Democrats, on 
the other hand, look on illegal immigrants as another potential 
voting bloc eager for their big government agenda of welfare 
handouts, class warfare, and ‘affirmative action.’ ”21 The Alt-​
Right often makes similar arguments.

Even though Trump made immigration a key point 
throughout his campaign, he was not entirely consistent on 
this subject during his presidential run. In a debate in early 
March 2016, Trump hinted that he was softening his posi-
tion on immigration, stating, “I’m changing, I’m changing.” 
He went on, “We need highly skilled people in this country.   
. . . One of the biggest problems we have is people go to the 
best colleges . . . [and] as soon as they’re finished, they’ll get 
shoved out.”22 This seemed at odds with his earlier criticisms 
of high-​skilled immigration and left viewers confused as to 
where he really stood on these issues. The very next day, 
Trump seemed to change his tune yet again, restating his 
commitment to ending foreign work programs (such as the 
H-​1B program) that allow companies to hire skilled workers 
from abroad.23

As president, Trump has mostly maintained his strong anti-​
immigration position. He implemented a travel ban from sev-
eral majority-​Muslim countries. He has continued calling for 
a physical border wall, though at the time of this writing, this 
project has not begun. He also demanded an end to so-​called 
chain migration, in which immigrants can sponsor members 
of their extended families, as well as an end to the diversity 
visa lottery, which encourages immigration from countries 
that have not traditionally been a major source of immigrants. 
All these positions please the Alt-​Right, although the massive 
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reduction in immigration that the movement longed for has 
not yet materialized.

Why Was the Alt-​Right So Energized by Donald Trump?

Because the Alt-​Right was so enthusiastic about the Trump 
campaign, it is understandable that people made the con-
nection between the movement and Trump. Donald Trump 
echoed many far-​right talking points about immigrants. In 
the speech that launched his campaign, Trump referred to 
Mexican immigrants as rapists and criminals. Trump helped 
normalize anti-​immigrant rhetoric that had previously been 
taboo in conventional presidential politics. Prior to the 2016 
presidential primaries, many leading Republicans wanted to 
distance the party from its restrictionist immigration stance, in 
the hope that the party could make inroads among Latinos and 
Asian American voters. Trump destroyed those hopes and re-
inforced the GOP’s reputation as the party of nativism, though 
it is worth noting that exit polls suggest Trump performed no 
worse among these demographic groups than Mitt Romney 
had in 2012.

Donald Trump excited the Alt-​Right because of the chaos 
that he created in Republican politics in 2015 and 2016. Because 
the Alt-​Right despises the conservative movement, they were 
delighted to see him attack mainstream Republicans and con-
servative institutions.

Throughout the campaign, Trump retweeted a number 
of posts from the Alt-​Right. To take just one example, he 
retweeted an image from an account that used the handle 
“white genocide.” He also retweeted an image of Hillary 
Clinton that stated that she was the “most corrupt candidate 
ever!” Although the substance of the tweet was congruent 
with Trump’s usual talking points, it was perceived as anti-​
Semitic because it included a Star of David and originated on a 
far-​right message board. The Trump campaign made race and 
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racism major topics covered in American media. The Alt-​Right 
was able to use these discussions to inject itself into the na-
tional conversation.

Throughout the 2016 presidential election, Donald Trump 
enjoyed enormous enthusiasm from the Alt-​Right, and 
Alt-​Right trolls eagerly attacked his critics on social media 
throughout the campaign. However, most of the leading voices 
in the Alt-​Right also acknowledged that Trump did not share 
major elements of their ideology.

After Trump won the general election, many in the Alt-​
Right claimed that they played a pivotal role in his victory, 
declaring that they “memed him into office.”24 Although this 
position is difficult to prove one way or the other, one can be 
skeptical of it. It is just as likely that his opponents’ attempts 
to connect Trump to the Alt-​Right cost him more votes than 
it gained. In the absence of Alt-​Right trolls, Trump may have 
had a more comfortable victory. However, although he may 
not have benefited from the Alt-​Right, the Alt-​Right definitely 
benefited from him. Whether inadvertently or not, the Trump 
campaign set a new tone for racial discourse in the United 
States. It restored the radical right to the headlines and the 
public consciousness, providing it new opportunities to reach 
out to the public.

How Has President Trump Responded to His Support  
from the Alt-​Right?

Most observers have been disappointed by President Trump’s 
lackluster efforts to distance himself from the radical right, 
both during the campaign and afterward. Trump hesitated to 
repudiate his support from white nationalists such as David 
Duke, for example.

During the election cycle, he never denounced the Alt-​
Right, despite repeated calls to do so. He did not finally re-
nounce this part of his base until late November 2016. At the 
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first National Policy Institute (NPI) conference held after the 
election, Richard Spencer declared, “Hail Trump, hail our 
people, hail victory,” and a number of people in the audience 
responded with Nazi salutes. This was all captured on video. 
When confronted with this material, Trump finally said, “I dis-
avow the group.”25

As president, Trump has taken few steps to distance him-
self from his supporters in the Alt-​Right. He has mostly turned 
a blind eye to the movement’s existence, treating it as some-
thing that is not relevant to his agenda. He outraged observers 
across the globe and the political spectrum when he failed to 
denounce the Alt-​Right after the “Unite the Right” rally in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, in 2017, for example (see the section 
“What Were the Consequences of the ‘Unite the Right’ Rally?” 
in chapter 6).

What Does the Alt-​Right Think of Donald Trump Today?

Since the inauguration, most voices in the Alt-​Right have 
expressed disappointment in President Trump. In terms of 
actual policy, he mostly has been a conventional Republican. 
Although mainstream conservatives were delighted that 
President Trump appointed a strong conservative—​Neil 
Gorsuch—​to the Supreme Court, and that he signed a major 
tax reform bill, the Alt-​Right never really cared about either of 
those issues. On his signature campaign issue, immigration, 
Trump accomplished relatively little in his first year in office. 
There was no significant effort to build a border wall, for ex-
ample. He suggested many times that he would accept a bill 
to provide permanent legal status to a class of undocumented 
immigrants called Dreamers, who arrived in the United 
States as children and have otherwise broken no U.S.  laws. 
His most significant restrictionist policy was a temporary 
ban on immigrants from several majority-​Muslim countries. 
Although controversial, this policy will have a negligible 
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impact on demographic trends in the United States. The Alt-​
Right is pleased by Trump’s recent calls for decreased legal 
immigration, but this policy has yet to be implemented and 
faces an uphill battle in Congress.

The Alt-​Right was also outraged by President Trump’s 
decision in 2017 to bomb Syria following revelations that 
the Assad regime had used chemical weapons on its own 
people. Following Trump’s decision, Richard Spencer led a 
small Alt-​Right protest in front of the White House, in which 
protesters chanted, “We want walls, not war.”26 They were 
similarly frustrated when the United States again bombed 
Syria in 2018. Leading Alt-​Right voices feared that this act in-
dicated that Trump’s foreign policy would be indistinguish-
able from that of previous Republicans like George W. Bush. 
This suspicion was apparently unfounded, however, as the 
American bombing raid was not a precursor to more signifi-
cant American interventions in the Syrian civil war.

The Alt-​Right has similarly been disappointed by Trump’s 
conventional choices for major White House positions. 
With a couple of exceptions, Trump’s cabinet is full of es-
tablished Republican leaders. If personnel is policy, then 
the Trump administration looks similar to other Republican 
administrations.

Although the Alt-​Right has been disappointed in the sub-
stance of Trump’s presidency, they remain enthusiastic about 
his style. They have been pleased by his unwillingness to 
denounce their movement even when it would have been 
politically expedient to do so. The Alt-​Right’s proponents 
share Trump’s loathing of mainstream news sources and are 
pleased that he is delegitimizing them, at least in the eyes of 
his supporters. They similarly appreciate the degree to which 
he causes outrage among their political enemies. Although 
Trump may be, in substance, a conventional Republican presi-
dent in many ways, he nonetheless is creating higher levels of 
polarization and distrust, which the Alt-​Right hopes to exag-
gerate and exploit.
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What Was the Significance of Hillary Clinton’s “Alt-​Right Speech”?

From the Alt-​Right’s perspective, the Hillary Clinton presi-
dential campaign’s decision to call out the movement specif-
ically may have been the most significant event of the election 
cycle. In August 2016, Clinton gave a speech in Reno, Nevada, 
in which she linked Donald Trump directly to the Alt-​Right. 
Trump’s decision to hire Steve Bannon (see the section “Who Is 
Steve Bannon?” in chapter 9) a few weeks earlier seems to have 
been the catalyst for the speech.

Although described as the “Alt-​Right speech,” it covered 
many different topics, some unrelated to the movement.27 She 
discussed Russian president Vladimir Putin and Nigel Farage 
of the UK Independence Party (UKIP). She also mentioned 
conspiracy theorist Alex Jones (see the section “What Is 
InfoWars?” in chapter  9). The speech’s implication was that 
these groups were part of a larger right-​wing nationalist move-
ment, which is somewhat misleading. The speech also praised 
George W. Bush and John McCain, noting that Donald Trump 
and his supporters were qualitatively different from previous 
Republican presidential candidates. The target of the speech 
seemed to be moderate Republicans who may have already 
had misgivings about Trump.

Although Clinton lambasted both Trump and the Alt-​Right, 
the Alt-​Right was jubilant at the new attention. Alt-​Right 
websites apparently experienced a massive increase in traffic, 
and the term was suddenly a household name. It dominated 
the news cycle for several days after the speech and became 
one of the major stories of the 2016 campaign cycle.

Are There Alt-​Right Sympathizers in the Trump White House?

Despite directly taking on the so-​called Republican establish-
ment during the 2016 GOP primaries, the Trump White House 
mostly picked established Republicans for top positions. To 
some extent, they had no choice. There was not a large pool 
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of qualified people in Washington who subscribed to Trump’s 
right-​wing populist agenda. Nonetheless, some figures within 
the White House are viewed as more right-​wing than the 
Republican norm. Aside from Trump, three names from the 
Trump administration most associated with the Alt-​Right are 
Steve Bannon, Stephen Miller, and Sebastian Gorka. I discuss 
Bannon in greater detail in the section “Who Is Steve Bannon?” 
in chapter 9.

Miller, a senior policy advisor to the president, is one of the 
most vocal anti-​immigrant figures in the White House. During 
the presidential campaign, he served in the same function. 
Miller also has some tangential connections to the Alt-​Right. 
He was an undergraduate at Duke University while Richard 
Spencer was a graduate student there. The two collaborated to 
sponsor an immigration debate that included Peter Brimelow, 
who runs the anti-​immigration site VDARE. Miller claims, 
however, that he has had no contact with Spencer in many 
years, and there is no evidence at this time suggesting other-
wise. Miller, who is Jewish, also states that Spencer had no im-
pact on his ideological development.

Gorka, a former deputy assistant to President Trump, 
has also been accused of having Alt-​Right ties. Like Bannon 
and Miller, Gorka was a right-​wing hardliner on immigra-
tion and Islam. He was also accused of having connections 
to a Hungarian neo-​Nazi organization. He was forced out 
of the White House in August 2017, shortly after Bannon’s 
departure.



9

 THE ALT-​LITE

What Is Meant by Alt-​Lite?

In 2016, as it became obvious to more observers that the 
Alt-​Right was, at its core, a racist movement dedicated 
to white identity politics above all other concerns, a new 
term became part of the public lexicon: Alt-​Lite (sometimes 
spelled Alt-​Light). This term was initially created by the Alt-​
Right to refer to its less radical fellow travelers. The Alt-​
Lite often used tactics and talking points that resembled the 
Alt-​Right’s, but its major figures typically stopped short of 
explicit racism.

How Is the Alt-​Lite Different from the Alt-​Right?

There is not always a hard boundary between the categories 
of Alt-​Right and Alt-​Lite, and people can disagree as to how 
particular groups and individuals should be labeled. Some 
may question whether we should even make such a distinc-
tion. In general, however, these groups tend to differ in the 
following ways. Compared to the Alt-​Right, the Alt-​Lite has 
a much larger audience. At the time of this writing, Richard 
Spencer has a little under 80,000 followers on Twitter. Most fig-
ures in the Alt-​Right, including some of the most prominent 
voices, have far fewer. In contrast, Mike Cernovich, one of the 
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most popular figures that I label as Alt-​Lite, has over 400,000 
followers.

Both the Alt-​Lite and the Alt-​Right were overwhelmingly 
supportive of Donald Trump during the 2016 presidential elec-
tion. Since Trump’s inauguration, however, the two groups 
have diverged in their attitudes toward the president. Most of 
the Alt-​Lite remains enthusiastic about Trump and continues 
to promote his agenda and attack his opponents. The Alt-​Right 
has expressed more dissatisfaction with Trump on average, 
noting that there are few ways that his agenda has been con-
gruent with the movement’s larger ideological goals, and that 
he has supported many policies that they oppose.

Both groups are anti-​immigration, but the Alt-​Lite avoids 
making explicitly racial arguments about this subject. The Alt-​
Lite typically makes its case on immigration by focusing on eco
nomics or culture. It mostly avoids transparent anti-​Semitism 
and often actually supports Israel. Like the Alt-​Right, the Alt-​
Lite opposes Muslim immigration into Western countries, but 
they usually frame their arguments differently. The Alt-​Lite 
attacks Islam because of Muslims’ purported anti-​Semitism 
and homophobia—​issues that do not concern the Alt-​Right 
very much, if at all. The Alt-​Right is more likely to point out 
that most Muslims are racially distinct from Europeans, and 
that alone is sufficient grounds for exclusion; they would op-
pose immigration from Syria and Somalia even if the potential 
immigrants first converted to Christianity or abandoned reli-
gion entirely.

The Alt-​Lite is more libertarian than the Alt-​Right, declaring 
its unequivocal support for free speech. It considers itself part 
of the broader classical liberal family, unlike the Alt-​Right, 
which is part of a more radical right-​wing tradition.

What Is the New Right?

Several different ideological groups have adopted the label New 
Right. But this is not a new term. Richard Viguerie and others 

 



The Alt-Lite  187

used it to describe the movement that put Ronald Reagan in 
office. More radical movements, such as the European New 
Right (ENR) and North American New Right (NANR), have 
also used this label. The Alt-​Lite is the most recent ideolog-
ical movement to call itself “New Right.” Most figures that 
I consider part of the Alt-​Lite prefer to call themselves “New 
Right,” which is a logical preference, given their recent desire 
to distinguish themselves from the more extreme Alt-​Right.

What Is Breitbart News?

Breitbart News is the media outlet most associated with Donald 
Trump’s right-​wing populist movement. The conservative 
publisher Andrew Breitbart launched the site in 2005. Over 
time, it became one of the most popular online venues for con-
servative news and opinion. The site always had a strong popu-
list and confrontational style, frequently deriding so-​called 
political correctness. Although it discussed the same issues as 
other conservative websites and journals, its adversarial tone 
made it stand out.

Compared to other outlets for conservative opinion, 
Breitbart was more willing to engage in racial dog-​whistling, 
writing numerous articles on the dangers of black crime, for 
example. It has also been consistently anti-​immigration. The 
site has faced controversy for cases in which it ran stories that 
were false or misleading. For instance, Breitbart ran a story 
that supposedly showed Shirley Sherrod, a government offi-
cial, expressing antiwhite racism in a public forum. She was 
quickly forced to resign. Shortly thereafter, it was revealed that 
Breitbart had run a deceptively edited video. Because of this 
controversy, Andrew Breitbart was banned as an on-​air guest 
on the Fox News Channel.1

The site moved even further to the right when Andrew 
Breitbart unexpectedly died at a young age (he was only 
43  years old) in 2012. Stephen Bannon joined Breitbart News 
as executive chair immediately afterward. Under Bannon’s 

 



188  The Alt-Right

leadership, Breitbart maintained its attacks on mainstream 
journalists, and its tone became even more explicitly nation-
alist. Although in substance, its editorial stances differed rela
tively little from more mainstream conservative venues, its 
style and rhetoric set it apart. It demanded that Republicans 
in Congress reject any calls for compromise, and instead to 
support an ultraconservative, Tea Party economic agenda. It 
also continued to promote a nativist agenda on immigration. 
Breitbart was among the first major news venues to report on 
the child migrant crisis in 2014, for example, and did so in an 
allegedly misleading manner.

As the term Alt-​Right entered general circulation, it began 
to be associated with Breitbart. This was largely because of 
Bannon’s decision to hire Milo Yiannopoulos (see the section 
“Who Is Milo Yiannopoulos?” later in this chapter) as a senior 
editor in 2014. During his tenure at Breitbart, Yiannopoulos 
was the site’s most controversial personality. He was also one 
of the first significant public figures to write a mostly positive 
article on the Alt-​Right. In addition, Yiannopoulos was known 
for his extreme stances on feminism and Islam.

The other main connection between the Alt-​Right and 
Breitbart came from Bannon himself. In 2016, Bannon described 
Breitbart as a “platform of the Alt-​Right” to a reporter with 
Mother Jones.2 This claim was troubling to many people, espe-
cially since Bannon made it shortly before he left Breitbart and 
joined the Trump campaign. It gave more fodder to Trump’s 
opponents (both Republican and Democratic), who wished to 
associate him with the Alt-​Right. The claim was also curious 
because it was not accurate. Although Breitbart has always 
been to the right of more respectable journals of conserva-
tive opinion, it had never advocated for explicit white nation-
alism. Neither did the main venues of Alt-​Right opinion on the 
Internet regularly express admiration for Breitbart. However, 
Breitbart could be reasonably labeled as “Alt-​Lite.”

The subsequent question is why Bannon made this state-
ment, which seems especially odd, given his subsequent 
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disavowal of white nationalism and Richard Spencer. This 
can probably be explained by the specific context in which he 
made the statement. For a period in 2015 and 2016, the term 
Alt-​Right was being applied widely, often as a generic term for 
Trump’s entire movement, which was always ideologically di-
verse. Journalist Joshua Green suggested that this was the case 
in his 2017 book Devil’s Bargain: Steve Bannon, Donald Trump, 
and the Storming of the Presidency, on Bannon and the Trump 
campaign. According to Green:

The term “alt-​right” itself had no fixed meaning. In the 
broadest sense, it encompassed the spectrum of groups 
left over if you took everyone to the right of center and 
subtracted the mainstream Republicans and neoconserv-
ative foreign-​policy hawks:  populists, libertarians, im-
migration restrictionists, paleoconservatives, and full-​on 
neo-​Nazis. This catchall definition is what Bannon had 
in mind.3

Regardless of Bannon’s intention when he made the statement, 
the connections between Bannon, Breitbart, Trump, and the 
Alt-​Right are now fixed in many people’s minds. Following 
the election, Breitbart attempted to reinvent itself as a serious 
source of conservative journalism. It hired several respected 
journalists once associated with mainstream venues such as 
The Hill, RealClearPolitics, and the Wall Street Journal.

Breitbart remains a major source of populist right-​wing ma-
terial. Bannon returned to his leadership position at the site 
after he was dismissed from the Trump administration, only to 
lose it again at the beginning of 2018.

Who Is Steve Bannon?

Steve Bannon is best known as the chief executive of Trump’s 
presidential campaign, and later as the White House chief 
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strategist. Before entering the political arena, he had had a suc-
cessful career in the military and business. He served as a naval 
officer and later earned an MBA from Harvard and worked for 
Goldman Sachs. Bannon also had a stint in Hollywood, where 
he worked as an executive producer. Part of his wealth derives 
from his stake in the television program Seinfeld, which still 
provides him a source of revenue whenever the show is aired.

Bannon can be described as Islamophobic. He developed his 
ideas about Muslims during his time in the U.S. navy. He was 
tangentially involved in the Jimmy Carter administration’s 
disastrous attempt to rescue hostages from the U.S. embassy 
in Iran following the Iranian Revolution.

Bannon became the chief executive of the Trump campaign 
in August 2016. His presence on the campaign was controver-
sial, providing further evidence that Trump was friendly with 
the Alt-​Right. Whereas other Republicans hoped that Trump 
would moderate his tone after securing the GOP nomination, 
Bannon encouraged Trump to maintain his right-​wing popu-
list platform and his unrelenting attacks on Hillary Clinton.

Bannon followed Trump to the White House, where he was 
appointed chief strategist. He also briefly served on the National 
Security Council. He apparently played a role in drafting the 
executive order that barred immigration from seven majority-​
Muslim countries. Many observers perceived Bannon as an 
important player in the White House, pushing Trump to im-
plement his nationalist agenda. His influence may have been 
overstated, however. When we look at the ideological leanings 
of the Trump administration, Bannon was always an outlier. 
Aside from Bannon, Stephen Miller, Sebastian Gorka, Michael 
Anton, and perhaps Attorney General Jeff Sessions (who was 
an outspoken immigration restrictionist during his time in the 
U.S. Senate), most of Trump’s appointees were conventional 
Republicans, and it also is not clear that Bannon had a dispro-
portionate influence over policy.

Regardless of his real level of influence, Bannon did not 
long serve in the administration. He apparently feuded with 
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other important figures in the White House, including the 
president’s son-​in-​law, Jared Kushner. It was rumored that 
Bannon was the source of several anonymous and embar-
rassing leaks. He departed the White House in August 2017, 
shortly after the “Unite the Right” rally in Charlottesville. 
Although Bannon’s relationship with the president had been 
deteriorating for some time, he had apparently become too 
much of a political liability.

After leaving the administration, Bannon returned to 
Breitbart. He then further denounced the Alt-​Right, reiterating 
that he was an economic nationalist, but he opposed racial na-
tionalism. Bannon claimed that he would continue to support 
Trump and his movement from outside the White House, but 
he quickly began taking positions at odds with Trump. For 
example, he supported the controversial judge Roy Moore 
for the Alabama special election to the U.S. Senate, whereas 
Trump supported the more conventional Republican Luther 
Strange. Moore won the primary, but he subsequently lost 
the general election to the Democratic candidate, Doug Jones, 
largely due to accusations that Moore had engaged in inappro-
priate sexual behavior several decades earlier. The result was 
a disaster for Republicans, who lost a senate seat in one of the 
most Republican states in the country, and it became an embar-
rassment for Bannon.

Bannon faced new problems in late 2017, when the jour-
nalist Michael Wolff reported in his book, Fire and Fury: Inside 
the Trump White House, that he had described a meeting be-
tween Donald Trump, Jr. and other campaign officials and a 
Russian lawyer in 2016 as “treasonous.”4 Trump subsequently 
denounced Bannon. More significantly, he was also fired from 
Breitbart.

Prior to these challenges, Bannon had expressed hope that 
he would be able to assist right-​wing challengers in GOP 
primaries in the run-​up to the 2018 midterm elections. Given 
his recent difficulties, it appears unlikely that Bannon will again 
be a major player in U.S. partisan politics in the near future.
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Who Is Milo Yiannopoulos?

In 2016, Milo Yiannopoulos was one of the most famous fig-
ures associated with the Alt-​Right, even though he never 
used the term as a self-​description. He is best known for his 
writings at Breitbart, where he was an editor from 2015 until 
2017. Yiannopoulos may seem like an odd figure to be associ-
ated with a white nationalist movement, given his own dem-
ographic characteristics. He is a half-​Jewish gay man married 
to an African American man. However, he is also a right-​wing 
provocateur, best known for his attacks on Islam, feminism, 
and transgendered people. He has also made many anti-​
immigrant remarks, and he was a staunch Trump supporter in 
the 2016 presidential election.

Yiannopoulos wrote one of the first articles on the Alt-​Right 
for a major news outlet, an essay titled “An Establishment 
Conservative’s Guide to the Alt-​Right,” published at Breitbart 
in early 2016.5 Although much of what the essay said was fac-
tually correct, it was also misleading. It argued, for example, 
that white nationalist ideologues represented just a small ele
ment of the Alt-​Right, and that the movement was largely a 
reaction to stifling political correctness. More than a year after 
Yiannopoulos published that article, a series of leaked e-​mails 
showed that the essay was deliberately misleading, and that 
Yiannopoulos had collaborated with white nationalists when 
writing it.6

Aside from his writings at Breitbart, Yiannopoulos is known 
for giving provocative speeches on college campuses, making 
outrageous statements like “Feminism is cancer.” His campus 
tours were often the catalysts for major protests, some of 
them violent. When Yiannopoulos came to the University of 
California at Berkeley in early 2017 at the invitation of the 
College Republicans, protesters with Antifa (see the section 
“What Is Antifa?” in chapter 10) disrupted the event, causing 
its cancellation. The protests continued even after the cancella-
tion, however, causing significant property damage.
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Yiannopoulos developed a significant following on Twitter 
and was a well-​known troll (see the section, “What Is a Troll?” 
in chapter 5). This ended when comments that he directed at 
the African American actor and comedian Leslie Jones caused 
her to face a barrage of racist vitriol from the Alt-​Right. Twitter 
subsequently banned him from the platform.

At the start of 2017, Yiannopoulos’s career seemed to be 
on an upward trajectory. He had distanced himself from the 
more radical elements of the Alt-​Right and expressed his con-
tempt for all forms of identity politics—​leading to a wave of 
denunciations from the Alt-​Right, but building his credibility 
among more mainstream conservatives. He signed a lucrative 
book deal and was scheduled to speak at the Conservative 
Political Action Conference (CPAC), the conservative 
movement’s most important annual gathering.

This all fell apart, however, when some of Yiannopoulos’s 
earlier remarks, which seemed to justify and even glorify 
pederasty, became widely known. His CPAC speech was 
cancelled, as was his book deal. He also lost his job at Breitbart. 
Yiannopoulos subsequently had to self-​publish his memoir, 
Dangerous. He continues to write and post videos at his new 
website, dangerous.com. He also continues to go on speaking 
tours. However, his public profile has significantly diminished.

Who Is Mike Cernovich?

Mike Cernovich is a well-​known blogger and author with a 
large social media presence. His work has not always been po-
litical. For some time, he was best known for his self-​published 
book Gorilla Mindset, a self-​help book. His website, Danger and 
Play, has a significant amount of nonpolitical material, much of 
it focused on gender relations. His site was part of the broader 
“manosphere” (see the section “What Is the Men’s Rights 
Movement?” in chapter 4). He also promoted Gamergate (see 
the section “What Is Gamergate?” in chapter 4).
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Cernovich became increasingly political over the course of 
the 2016 election, and his site and Twitter feed focused heavily 
on supporting Trump. He also produced a documentary film 
called Silenced, which discussed the “war on free speech.” The 
film included several people associated with the Alt-​Right or 
Alt-​Lite, but it also included interviews with mainstream fig-
ures such as legal scholar Alan Dershowitz. He was also one 
of the main promoters of the so-​called Pizzagate conspiracy 
theories—​the discredited theory that major Democratic leaders 
and Hillary Clinton allies operated a secret child-​sex ring.

Throughout 2016, Cernovich seemed to have good 
relationships with major figures in the Alt-​Right, and rhetoric 
in his Twitter feed mimicked much of what one finds on the 
Alt-​Right. He sometimes used the term “we” when discussing 
the Alt-​Right.7 This relationship became much more strained 
following the 2016 election, however. Cernovich disinvited 
Alt-​Right figures from the postelection “Deploraball,” which 
he organized to celebrate Trump’s election victory. The 
event’s name was a reference to Hillary Clinton’s earlier 
remark about Trump’s supporters including a “basket of 
deplorables.” He also became a more vocal critic of figures 
like Richard Spencer, accusing him of being “controlled op-
position,” and perhaps even a federal agent working to un-
dermine the political right.8

Who Is Gavin McInnes, and Who Are The Proud Boys?

The Canadian-​born Gavin McInnes is best known as the co-
founder of Vice magazine. He left the magazine in 2008. 
McInnes also cofounded an advertising agency and worked 
in film and radio. He maintains a stereotypical hipster per-
sona and uses humor when making his political and cultural 
arguments.

McInnes has long been open about his right-​wing views. 
He wrote four articles for the anti-​immigration site VDARE 
in 2005, for example. However, he became more vocal on 
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political questions after leaving Vice. His has written for sev-
eral publications affiliated with the Alt-​Right. He contributed 
an article to American Renaissance in 2014. He also writes a 
column for Taki’s Magazine, and began writing for that venue 
when Richard Spencer was still its editor.

Despite these controversial affiliations, McInnes has many 
connections with more mainstream conservative media. He 
was a contributor to Fox News for eight years, though he 
ended his relationship with the channel in early 2017. He was 
also one of the most popular commentators at The Rebel, a 
Canadian right-​wing website, though he also broke ties with 
that venue in 2017. Aside from McInnes, The Rebel has em-
ployed several other figures whose views may be described as 
Alt-​Right or Alt-​Lite, including Lauren Southern, conspiracy 
theorist and pro-​Trump political activist Jack Posobiec, and 
far-​right Canadian political commentator Faith Goldy. A right-​
wing media company called Conservative Review currently 
employs McInnes. Their website also hosts programs by con-
servative commentators such as Mark Levin and Michelle 
Malkin.

McInnes has never described himself as a white nationalist, 
and he is married to a nonwhite woman and has mixed-​race 
children. His most controversial writings have focused on 
questions of gender and sexuality. He has expressed hostility 
to feminism and disgust toward transgendered people. He 
describes himself as a libertarian, but he supported Donald 
Trump in the 2016 presidential election and supports immigra-
tion restrictions.

Although not as extreme as the major figures associated 
with the Alt-​Right, McInnes is nonetheless controversial. 
Protesters disrupted a speech that he attempted to give at 
New  York University, pepper-​spraying him and forcing the 
event’s cancellation.

McInnes recently denounced the Alt-​Right. He describes 
his own ideology as “Western chauvinism,” which maintains 
that Western culture is objectively superior to others. The 
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difference between this view and white nationalism, according 
to McInnes and others who share this view, is that Western 
chauvinists maintain that nonwhites can be part of Western 
culture. He critiques the Alt-​Right for its single-​minded focus 
on race rather than other considerations, and he also expresses 
support for Israel.

The Proud Boys is a fraternal organization often categorized 
as part of the Alt-​Right. McInnes founded the group in 2016. It 
is not officially a political organization of any sort and does not 
campaign for candidates or raise money for political causes. 
On its website, it openly describes itself as an “Alt-​Lite” organ
ization. To my knowledge, it is the only group that uses that 
term as a self-​description.

The Proud Boys has many strange rules and hazing rituals, 
more closely resembling a college fraternity than a political 
group. Moving up in “degrees” in The Proud Boys requires 
several steps. To be a first-​degree Proud Boy, one must only 
publicly state that he is a Proud Boy. To be a second-​degree 
Proud Boy, one must agree to stop masturbating and recite the 
names of five breakfast cereals while being punched by other 
Proud Boys. Third-​degree Proud Boys are required to get a 
Proud Boy tattoo.

Although McInnes insists that it is an apolitical group pri-
marily focused on socializing and drinking beer, The Proud 
Boys has earned a reputation for violence because its members 
have routinely clashed with antiracist protesters. They have a 
“tactical defensive arm” called the Fraternal Order of the Alt-​
Knights, headed by a political activist named Kyle Chapman, 
who became well known after being filmed fighting with 
Antifa protesters.9

The Proud Boys website includes many articles on culture 
written from a right-​wing perspective. Proud Boys material 
also uses words typically associated with the Alt-​Right. It 
has a regular feature called “Cuck of the Week,” for example. 
The Southern Poverty Law Center labels The Proud Boys as a 
hate group.
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Although there are some ideological affinities between The 
Proud Boys and the Alt-​Right, McInnes has sought recently 
to put even greater distance between his group and white 
nationalists. For example, Proud Boys are now forbidden to 
take part in Alt-​Right rallies or other activities. The Proud Boys 
also emphasizes that it is a racially diverse group, allowing 
both Jews and gays to join the organization.

What Is InfoWars?

The conspiracy theorist Alex Jones owns the website Infowars, 
which hosts Jones’s show and other radical materials. The 
website promotes conspiracy theories, such as that the Sandy 
Hook massacre was a hoax and that the 9/​11 attacks were 
perpetrated by the U.S.  government. Like Mike Cernovich 
(see the section “Who Is Mike Cernovich?” earlier in this 
chapter), Jones endorsed the Pizzagate conspiracy theory. 
He also promotes conspiracy theories about “the new world 
order” and insists that “globalists” have a secret plan to en-
slave humanity.

Jones and others associated with Infowars, such as Paul 
Joseph Watson, are often associated with the Alt-​Right. The 
conspiratorial content at InfoWars is not especially racist or 
anti-​Semitic, although among anti-​Semites, globalist is often 
used as a code word for Jews. Jones was recently accused of 
making anti-​Semitic and racist statements in the workplace, 
though he denies these claims.10 Few in the Alt-​Right claim 
Jones or Watson as part of their movement, and neither of 
these men claims to be Alt-​Right. Watson has described him-
self as “New Right.”

What Is the Relationship Between the Alt-​Lite and the Alt-​Right?

Over the last few years, the Alt-​Right’s opinion of the less radi
cal Alt-Lite has evolved. For much of the 2016 election, there 
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was little fighting between the Alt-​Right and the Alt-​Lite. 
Most of the Alt-​Right viewed the Alt-​Lite as a way to intro-
duce people to nationalist ideas, with the hope that eventu-
ally they would embrace more radical views. There were some 
exceptions to this. Andrew Anglin, for example, was always a 
critic of Milo Yiannopoulos and others in the Alt-​Lite.

The relationship became strained following President 
Trump’s victory. The more moderate voices in the Alt-​Lite, 
who hoped to transition into a mainstream political force, 
sought to distance themselves from white nationalists. This 
increased after the National Policy Institute (NPI) confer-
ence in 2016 where many Alt-​Right followers were filmed 
making Nazi salutes. The break became more formal when 
Alt-​Lite personalities such as Mike Cernovich organized the 
“Deploraball.” Cernovich made it clear that Richard Spencer 
and his supporters were not welcome at the event. The Alt-​
Right also became increasingly critical of the Alt-​Lite around 
this time. Social media feuds between the two camps became 
common.

Following the 2016 presidential election, most people 
who did not describe themselves as white nationalists 
stopped describing themselves as Alt-​Right. People such as 
Yiannopoulos, Cernovich, and McInnes have stated their op-
position to ethnonationalism and anti-​Semitism, though they 
do not disavow their anti-​immigration views or Islamophobia. 
The break has clarified that the Alt-​Right is a movement of 
white nationalists, and people uncomfortable with that ide-
ology have broken away. The Alt-​Right has responded by 
describing the Alt-​Lite as weak and timid, possessing no co-
herent ideology.

In early 2017, the Alt-​Right and Alt-​Lite held competing 
rallies on the same day in Washington, D.C. The Alt-​Right 
“free speech” rally, which included Spencer and other white 
nationalists such as Jason Kessler and Nathan Damigo, was 
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held at the Lincoln Memorial. The Alt-​Lite “Rally Against 
Political Violence” took place near the White House. The 
Alt-​Lite rally included speakers such as Cernovich and 
Jack Posobiec. When asked about the Alt-​Lite rally, Spencer 
declared, “They’re ultimately bad people. I mean if you meet 
Jack Posobiec, Mike Cernovich, they’re just liars, they’re con 
artists, they’re freaks. They’re not the people we want to be 
associated with.”11

Does the Alt-​Lite Help the Alt-​Right?

Throughout 2016, many on the Alt-​Right were hopeful that 
their less radical fellow travelers would serve as a gateway to 
their ideology. Although people may not be willing to make an 
immediate jump from a mainstream ideology to white nation-
alism, the thinking was that if readers spent some time con-
suming Alt-​Lite material, they might become more accepting 
of explicit white nationalism and eventually move further to 
the right. At this point, no one has quantitatively studied the 
process by which people embraced the Alt-​Right’s ideology. 
For that reason, there is no way to discern whether that in-
tuition was correct. In order for these transitions to occur, 
however, there needed to be amicable relationships between 
the two camps and overlap among their followers. This was 
definitely the case in 2015 and 2016. It is not clear that it is 
still true.

Following the many acrimonious public disputes between 
the Alt-​Right and Alt-​Lite, the dividing lines are now clearer. 
As a result, it is less likely that the Alt-​Right is drawing a sig-
nificant number of new converts from the Alt-​Lite. In fact, the 
Alt-​Lite may actually be a hindrance to the Alt-​Right’s growth 
at this point. Figures in the Alt-​Lite are radical in their own 
ways, and to various degrees, but they are less extreme than 
the Alt-​Right. Rather than being a mere bridge between the 
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conservative movement and the Alt-​Right, the Alt-​Lite may 
be a long-​lasting alternative to both of those ideologies. On 
the other hand, it has faced many setbacks of its own since 
2016, and it may wither as a political force, making this 
question moot.
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 COMBATING THE ALT-​RIGHT

What Is Doxing?

Doxing means releasing a person’s personal information that 
otherwise is not publicly available. This can take the form of 
exposing the true identity of someone who was previously 
anonymous online, or publishing the phone number, address, 
or other contact information of someone whose identity is al-
ready known. Both the Alt-​Right and its opponents engage in 
doxing.

When the Alt-​Right doxes someone, it is usually meant as a 
form of intimidation. When the movement identifies someone 
as an enemy—​usually a journalist or activist—​releasing his 
or her private contact information can lead to that person re-
ceiving threatening e-​mails, phone calls, or letters. It is un-
common for the Alt-​Right to expose the real identity of an 
anonymous person, as most of its main opponents are open 
about their identities.

Doxing the Alt-​Right usually means exposing the identity 
of someone who would prefer to stay anonymous. Because 
open expressions of white nationalism remain mostly taboo in 
the United States, many people associated with the Alt-​Right 
prefer to keep their real names a secret. This allows them to en-
gage in far-​right activism without risking their jobs or personal 
relationships.
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Over the last several years, a growing number of Alt-​Right 
figures have been doxed, often causing them serious personal 
problems. For example, doxers exposed the popular Alt-​Right 
YouTube personality who uses the name “Millennial Woes” in 
late 2016. Around that same time, the proprietor of The Right 
Stuff, who uses the name “Mike Enoch,” was doxed, as were 
some other people associated with the website. This doxing 
was particularly dramatic, as it disrupted Enoch’s personal 
life—​causing the end of his marriage and the loss of his job—​
but it also caused him to lose esteem among many people 
within the Alt-​Right. The revelation of Enoch’s real identity 
also exposed the fact that he was married to a Jewish woman, 
which was shocking given his long history of vulgar anti-​
Semitism. This case of doxing caused significant disruptions at 
The Right Stuff. Most notably, the hosts of the popular podcast 
Fash the Nation, broadcast on the site, stopped producing new 
episodes, even though they had not personally been doxed. 
The show resumed several months later.

Doxing does not typically require a high level of techno-
logical sophistication. It usually involves following clues that 
a person left behind somewhere on the Internet. As a person 
becomes better known, doxing becomes increasingly likely to 
the point of inevitability. Millennial Woes, for example, never 
revealed his real name in any of his videos, but he never made 
any attempt to hide his face. As he became one of the more fa-
mous Alt-​Right figures on the Internet, it was only a matter of 
time before someone recognized him in the real world.

Other doxings occur because of carelessness, such as linking 
a supposedly anonymous social media account with one’s 
personal e-​mail address or a different social media account 
containing personal information. One can now find articles 
explaining best practices in “operational security” at some Alt-​
Right venues. That is, they describe steps one can take to better 
conceal their real identities.

There was another wave of doxing after the “Unite the Right” 
rally. Hundreds of people marching with the Alt-​Right were 
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caught on camera, and after the event was over, journalists and 
antiracist activists sifted through the pictures and attempted to 
uncover the identities of the people who were pictured. Some 
of these efforts were crowdsourced over social media. As a re-
sult, many people were identified and subsequently lost their 
jobs or faced threats of expulsion from their universities.

There have also been occasions where people within the 
Alt-​Right have doxed each other because of ideological or per-
sonal disputes. Doxing a fellow right-​winger is considered an 
extreme taboo within those circles, but because it is compar-
atively easy to set up an anonymous website or post anon-
ymously on 4chan or 8chan, one can engage in that kind of 
behavior with little fear of retaliation.

Is Doxing Effective?

It may not be immediately obvious what doxing is supposed 
to achieve. It is true that affiliation with the radical right can 
cause a person severe problems, loss of employment being 
perhaps the most significant. However, after a person has been 
doxed, he or she has little incentive to give up involvement 
in the far right. In fact, after losing other relationships and 
sources of income, the radical right may be the only source of 
social and financial support a person has left. Millennial Woes 
did not stop producing videos after being doxed. After a short 
disruption, The Right Stuff began producing more content than 
before the doxing, and Enoch became a more prominent figure 
in the Alt-​Right, showing up publicly at multiple events in the 
following year. With every case of doxing, there is a risk that 
the affected person will become more active in the movement.

However, focusing just on the most high-​profile doxing 
cases may not reveal the entire story. The primary target for 
doxing may not be the actual victim, but other people who 
may consider taking part in Alt-​Right-​related activities. 
Examples of people with ruined lives because of doxing may 
cause others to think twice before creating online content or 
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attending a rally. It may similarly cause someone who is al-
ready involved in the movement to withdraw out of fear.

When a figure in the Alt-​Right is doxed and faces subse-
quent financial hardship, the movement often works to assist 
the person. In some cases, the person may even be able to 
find employment as an Alt-​Right activist or content creator. 
These are rare exceptions, however. The Alt-​Right has very 
few resources of its own, and it has not developed a strong 
fundraising apparatus; thus, it is not able to sustain more 
than a handful of people as full-​time activists, nor provide 
very much substantive support for people who face financial 
difficulties.

Doxing carries the risk of false positives. Volunteer 
Internet sleuths looking over picture of rallies trying to iden-
tify individuals can make mistakes. There have been cases of 
people falsely accused of taking part in an Alt-​Right activity, 
leading to unwarranted threats and harassment.

What Is No-​Platforming?

No-​platforming (also called deplatforming) refers to efforts to 
deny venues to certain speakers and ideas. In many devel-
oped countries, national governments do this with strong 
laws against hate speech. The United States is different be-
cause the First Amendment protects most kinds of speech, 
and even the most extreme ideologies are free to spread their 
message, so long as they do not make explicit and specific 
calls for violence.

For many years, private businesses have turned away white 
nationalist groups that sought to hold public events. American 
Renaissance was forced to cancel its conferences in both 2010 
and 2011 after it was unable to find a hotel willing to host 
them. The anti-​immigration website VDARE has had similar 
problems finding a place to host its conferences.

One of the ironies of recent no-​platforming pushes is that, 
because the Constitution guarantees the right to free speech, 
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the Alt-​Right has increasingly turned to the government that 
it hates to find venues to publicly express its ideas. Whereas 
hotels and other private venues can discriminate because of 
ideas, the government is precluded from doing so. Indeed, 
civil liberties groups such as the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) have a long record of successfully defending 
racists’ right to use public spaces. For this reason, the National 
Policy Institute (NPI) has hosted most of its conferences in the 
Ronald Reagan Building in Washington, D.C., and American 
Renaissance held its recent conferences at Montgomery Bell 
State Park in Tennessee. Richard Spencer has also given many 
speeches at public universities, and Matthew Heimbach of the 
Traditionalist Worker Party (TWP) has given speeches on col-
lege campuses.

Because the Alt-​Right remains predominantly an online 
phenomenon, however, access to public spaces is arguably 
less important to the movement than access to Internet serv-
ices. For its first few years, the Alt-​Right was able to work on-
line with little interference or oversight. This is beginning to 
change. In recent years, the Alt-​Right and related groups have 
been denied access to certain online services.

Throughout 2017, tech corporations increasingly sought 
to deny the Alt-​Right access to their services. For instance, 
PayPal deleted the accounts of AltRight.com, the NPI, American 
Renaissance, Identity Evropa, and several other groups and 
websites. This caused the movement significant headaches, 
as the Alt-​Right conducts most of its fundraising on the 
Internet and PayPal is the most popular tool for making on-
line payments. Amazon similarly deleted affiliate accounts for 
several Alt-​Right groups. The Amazon affiliate program is a 
system whereby people who direct traffic to Amazon receive 
a portion of every sale made during a single visit. This serv
ice once provided meaningful income to various Alt-​Right 
websites. Reddit deleted the r/​altright subreddit, which was 
once among the most popular Alt-​Right forums.
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The most dramatic case of no-​platforming occurred after 
the “Unite the Right” rally, when the major web hosting 
platforms sought to push The Daily Stormer (see the section 
“Who Is Andrew Anglin, and What Is The Daily Stormer?” 
in chapter  5) off the Internet entirely. GoDaddy cancelled 
the site’s domain registration, and Cloudflare cancelled its 
distributed denial of service (DDOS) protection. Google 
also banned the site from its domain registration. The site 
jumped from one domain to another in different countries, 
briefly finding hosts in countries such as Russia, Albania, 
and Iceland. After each ban, it ceases to be viewable on or-
dinary web browsers and can only be accessed from the 
browser Tor.

Are There Any Risks to No-​Platforming?

Many people, including some who oppose the Alt-​Right, have 
raised objections to no-​platforming. Denying people the right 
to express opinions, even opinions that most Americans con-
sider loathsome, violates the classical liberal value of free 
speech, and raises the specter of McCarthyism and other eras 
in American history when ideas were driven from the public 
sphere.

Although private entities, rather than the government, are 
not required to allow anyone to speak on their property or 
broadcast or publish from their platforms, private censorship 
raises additional concerns. The Internet is now one of the 
world’s main channels of communication. We can reasonably 
question whether it is wise to allow giant corporations like 
Google or Amazon to be the primary gatekeepers to speech. 
Although antiracists on the left may applaud these entities for 
their efforts to crack down on hate speech, it is worth noting 
that this same tactic can be used on other forms of speech, 
including left-​wing speech, with a similar lack of public over-
sight. We may not wish to set the precedent that corporations 
get to determine what kinds of speech can appear online.
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What Is Alt-​Tech?

Faced with increasing online challenges, elements of the Alt-​
Right began creating their own platforms, independent from 
the major tech companies. The Alt-​Right calls this initiative 
Alt-​Tech. By creating new and independent platforms, they 
hope to protect themselves from public pressure to block their 
propaganda efforts.

One early example of this was a new social media platform 
called Gab, which from the outset declared its commitment to 
free speech. Unlike Twitter, Gab very rarely suspends users or 
deletes their accounts. Many Alt-​Right supporters who were 
banned from Twitter subsequently started using Gab. Some 
people use both platforms.

Although Gab has weaker rules regarding harassment 
and hate speech than Twitter, it is also a less effective tool for 
the Alt-​Right. Twitter is valuable for the Alt-​Right because it 
allows the movement to engage with people who are not al-
ready followers. Trolling and propaganda campaigns need to 
be able to reach a major audience to be effective. If Gab re-
mains predominantly a social media platform for the extreme 
right, it will not be very useful in that regard.

The Alt-​Right has also started creating new crowdfunding 
sites now that it increasingly finds itself cut off from sites 
like GoFundMe and Patreon. Sites such as Hatreon and 
GoyFundMe were created to provide similar services to major 
figures in the Alt-​Right—​at the time of this writing, however, 
both of these sites are down. The Alt-​Right’s loss of access to 
payment-​processing services like PayPal also creates signifi-
cant problems for sustaining activism, and for that reason, 
some sites encourage making donations via cryptocurrencies 
like Bitcoin.

Creating independent domain registrars like GoDaddy re-
mains, for now, beyond the capabilities of Alt-​Tech. This is 
because creating such services requires more than mere tech-
nological skill—​it also requires an enormous amount of capital, 
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far beyond what the Alt-​Right presently enjoys. This has yet to 
be a major problem for the Alt-​Right overall, however. To date, 
The Daily Stormer remains the only significant Alt-​Right web-
site that has had great difficulty finding a domain registrar.

In the end, Alt-​Tech initiatives may prove to be enormously 
beneficial to the Alt-​Right, giving them a new degree of 
freedom to operate on the Internet. For now, however, the no-​
platforming efforts have created major problems for the move-
ment, forcing it to sink considerable time and resources into 
resolving technical problems rather than engaging in activism 
and outreach.

What about Efforts That Try to Persuade 
Individuals to Leave Hate Groups?

Some efforts to weaken hate groups focus on the individual, 
working with people ensconced in these networks who wish 
to get out. Life After Hate is the most significant group that 
follows this strategy. Co-​founded by Christian Picciolini, a 
former skinhead recruiter, the organization helps people who 
wish to escape hate groups and build new lives. It runs a pro-
gram called ExitUSA that works with individuals who want to 
transition out of such groups, and it has many success stories.

It is unclear whether such efforts can be effective against 
the Alt-​Right, as it is qualitatively different from other kinds 
of far-​right groups. Whereas earlier hate groups were organ-
ized like criminal gangs or religious cults, the Alt-​Right does 
not have many “members” in the same sense. Members of the 
National Socialist Movement (NSM) and skinhead gangs build 
their relationships and social identities around their mem-
bership in the group. People who spend any significant time 
with such organizations may be covered in racist tattoos that 
proclaim their affiliations. They are likely be completely cut 
off from friends and family members who do not share their 
beliefs. Even if someone begins to question the ideology and 
violence of the group, that person, if deeply embedded in such 
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an organization, may have limited employment opportunities 
or outside social support.

The Alt-​Right does not operate in a similar manner. There 
are formal, membership-​based Alt-​Right groups, such as 
Identity Evropa, but for now, the movement remains a mostly 
anonymous, online rabble. The Alt-​Right is mostly just people 
who read blogs, watch videos, and listen to podcasts. When 
not privately sitting at a computer, people in the Alt-​Right 
may be leading otherwise normal lives. This may change, and 
elements of the Alt-​Right are seeking to build a stronger and 
more organized real-​world network. If they are successful, 
then efforts to persuade people to leave such groups, and to 
give them access to resources if they choose to do so, may be 
very useful. In the meantime, however, these kinds of efforts 
are less likely to be a major hindrance to the Alt-​Right.

What Is Antifa?

As was the case with the Alt-​Right, few Americans were fa-
miliar with Antifa (short for antifascist) at the start of 2016. 
However, as the Alt-​Right became more prominent and willing 
to enter public spaces, Antifa groups began showing up in 
large numbers to challenge them. Although most Americans 
became aware of Antifa groups only recently, they have a long 
history. Militant antifascism is as old as fascism itself.

Based on the name, one might infer that Antifa is defined 
entirely by what it opposes. That is, it is against fascism, but it 
offers no specific alternative. Although it contains diverse philo-
sophical components, Antifa does have an ideological core. It 
is a movement of the revolutionary left. Most of its supporters 
identify with a socialist or left-​anarchist ideology. Although 
their primary concern is combating fascism, Antifa groups 
are also opposed to the prevailing neoliberal global order and 
would like to see it replaced.

Antifa is controversial because it openly rejects the clas-
sical liberal value of free speech. When Alt-​Right and related 
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groups plan public rallies, Antifa groups organize to disrupt 
them. They disagree with groups like the ACLU, which de-
fend the right of extreme racists to hold public rallies. Antifa 
groups respond to the charge that they are opposed to free 
speech by noting that there are already many constraints on 
free speech; incarcerated people have speech restrictions, for 
example, and there are laws against obscenity and inciting vi-
olence. These groups point out that it is hypocritical for main-
stream liberals and conservatives to claim to be free speech 
purists when it comes to neo-​Nazis, yet remain silent on these 
other issues.

The general Antifa stance on free speech is that protecting 
marginalized communities and keeping fascists from gaining 
power are more important than an abstract liberal value, 
which is already only partially protected in the United States. 
If keeping fascism from becoming a serious threat requires 
violating fascists’ rights, they argue, it is a small price to pay. 
After all, fascists in power have historically done far worse 
than deny people their own right to speak. They further-
more argue that the police and other government institutions 
cannot be trusted to safeguard the well-​being of marginalized 
communities, which means that antiracist, antifascist organi-
zations must take on this role themselves.

Like the Alt-​Right, Antifa is not a unified, hierarchical or-
ganization. Many autonomous groups, both large and small, 
adopt the label. The Black Bloc is the most controversial ele-
ment of the Antifa movement, as it is the most willing to take 
violent action against the Alt-​Right and similar movements. 
People who belong to this element of Antifa typically wear 
black clothing and masks to protect their identities. Black 
Bloc organizers were responsible for shutting down a Milo 
Yiannopoulos speech at the University of California, Berkeley, 
in early 2017. This group was also present at Donald Trump’s 
inauguration, and hundreds were arrested for acts of van-
dalism and other forms of violence. An apparent Black Bloc 
member (whose identity remains unknown) famously 
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punched Richard Spencer in the face, an event that was caught 
on camera and subsequently went viral on social media.

Although the Alt-​Right loathes Antifa, people who identify 
with mainstream ideologies have criticized the movement as 
well. Most of these attacks have come from conservatives, some 
of whom have dubbed Antifa the Alt-​Left, to create the impres-
sion that Antifa and the Alt-​Right are just two sides of the same 
extremist coin. People in the center and even on the left also 
have criticized Antifa, arguing that they not only violate basic 
liberal principles, but they allow Alt-​Right supporters to por-
tray themselves as victims, and thus garner more sympathy. 
According to this argument, it is better to let racists speak, but 
respond with larger, peaceful protests. Antifa leaders respond 
that this weak response to fascist organizing demonstrates his-
torical illiteracy, noting that fascism can quickly grow into an 
unstoppable force if it is not quashed at its early stages.

Beyond counterprotesting, Antifa groups work to dox 
people associated with the Alt-​Right and infiltrate Alt-​Right 
groups. They also engage in other forms of community 
organizing. The major Antifa websites emphasize that vio-
lence is not the only, or even the primary, activity that they en-
gage in. For a useful introduction to the history and tactics of 
Antifa, I recommend Mark Bray’s book, Antifa: The Anti-​Fascist 
Handbook.

Are Lawsuits an Effective Tool Against the Extreme Right?

Historically, lawsuits have been responsible for undermining 
some of the most prominent white nationalist organizations. 
Groups like the Southern Poverty Law Center have a long his-
tory of taking on the radical right in civil trials, often success-
fully. In 1994, it brought a civil lawsuit against the Church of 
the Creator (CoTC) on behalf of the family of a man who was 
murdered by a leader of the group. The family was awarded 
$1 million. The CoTC sought to avoid surrendering its com-
pound to the family by selling it to William Pierce shortly 

 



212  The Alt-Right

before the lawsuit occurred, but another lawsuit forced Pierce 
to relinquish the money he earned when he subsequently re-
sold it. This was not the end of the CoTC, as it subsequently 
reorganized under new leadership, but it was weakened.

The Southern Poverty Law Center also helped bring down 
Aryan Nations. When guards at the Aryan Nations compound 
chased down and assaulted two people who had simply 
driven near it, the organization was sued by the victims and 
was ordered to pay a $4.8 million settlement. This forced Aryan 
Nations to sell their compound, dealing it a fatal blow. At the 
time of this writing, there is also a pending lawsuit against 
Richard Spencer, Jason Kessler, Matthew Heimbach, and other 
people responsible for organizing the “Unite the Right” rally. 
The plaintiffs in that case are arguing that the defendants 
conspired to commit violence in Charlottesville.

Even if lawsuits are ultimately unsuccessful, they are a 
major nuisance to the Alt-​Right. Time that its leaders would 
otherwise spend recruiting and propagandizing is instead 
spent defending themselves in court. In addition, civil and 
criminal trials put a major strain on the movement’s limited re-
sources. But it is unclear whether the lawsuit model can be ap-
plied successfully against the Alt-​Right, if success is defined as 
bringing its activities to a halt. Although some people inspired 
by Alt-​Right material have engaged in real-​world criminal ac-
tivity, the Alt-​Right has not engaged in systematic campaigns 
of real-​world violence thus far. The movement is mostly not 
membership based at this point; it has little in the way of or-
ganization and formal hierarchy. Thus, it is harder to demon-
strate culpability when these violent acts occur.

Being a racist troll on the Internet is not a crime. Some Alt-​
Right trolls may have crossed the boundary into criminal ha-
rassment, but bringing such people to justice is a challenge 
because threats often come in the form of anonymous e-​mails. 
More frequently, Alt-​Right attacks are simply insults made on 
websites, forums, and social media. Although people who are 
on the receiving end of these slurs and abuses can be justifiably 
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disturbed and unnerved, they do not have legal recourse in 
such instances. If the Alt-​Right remains a mostly anony-
mous online mob, there is little that the law can do to stop it. 
However, lawsuits and criminal trials may prove a challenge 
to the Alt-​Right as it tries to become more organized.

This effectiveness of courts to stop the Alt-​Right will largely 
depend on the degree to which future Alt-​Right institutions 
resemble their White Nationalism 1.0 predecessors. Figures 
like Ben Klassen openly yearned for a race war and recruited 
people with a clear propensity for violence and other antisocial 
activities. When their followers brought their rhetoric into the 
real world, there was a clear case against them. For now, most 
major Alt-​Right figures choose their words carefully, and even 
when they make statements that imply support for violence, 
they are often spoken or written in an ironic tone, allowing 
them to plausibly claim that they are only joking or trolling.

How Worried Should We Really Be?

There is no single strategy that will be a panacea against the 
Alt-​Right. The far right has a track record of adapting to new 
situations and eventually recovering from major setbacks. I do 
not expect the Alt-​Right to simply disappear. Nonetheless, at 
the time of this writing, the Alt-​Right is declining. Its halcyon 
days of 2015 and 2016, when it was riding Trump’s coattails 
and drawing new adherents, already seem like a distant 
memory. The Alt-​Right is no longer discussed as a tech-​savvy 
band of meme warriors, skillfully warping young minds and 
converting a new generation of white nationalists. It is increas-
ingly viewed as a rowdy group of violent thugs, staging stunts 
designed to draw media attention. The difference between 
the Alt-​Right and those failed white nationalist groups that it 
sought to replace is becoming less obvious.

The Alt-​Right is being challenged on every front. In terms 
of real-​world activism, it is consistently outnumbered and 
outorganized by those who reject its message. Wherever it 
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goes, it faces great masses of counterprotesters. Because of 
the dangers involved with real-​world far-​right activism, espe-
cially doxing, the Alt-​Right’s hope of drawing great crowds 
of normal-​looking people may never be realized. If it wants 
to stage events in public places without being overwhelmed 
and drowned out by counterprotesters, it must choose remote 
locations, where it will be even more difficult to attract their 
own people and where the media presence (and thus the larger 
audience) will be limited.

The Alt-​Right’s ability to organize is increasingly 
compromised by the steady stream of leaks from its own 
conversations. For example, much of the planning for “Unite 
the Right” occurred on the chap app, Discord, which was ini-
tially created as a service for video gamers. Following “Unite 
the Right,” many of these conversations were made public by 
infiltrators. Discord subsequently banned several Alt-​Right 
servers. To my knowledge, the Alt-​Right has yet to find a new 
platform that will allow a large number of people to coordi-
nate their activities discreetly, meaning that its ability to plan 
large-​scale action is increasingly limited.

The Alt-​Right is also having problems organizing in the real 
world, face to face, given the number of people seeking to in-
filtrate and expose the movement, often successfully. For ex-
ample, the organization Hope Not Hate managed to embed 
an infiltrator in the Alt-​Right for over a year, attending several 
private and public Alt-​Right events, and secretly recording 
prominent Alt-​Right figures. These kinds of events create an 
atmosphere of distrust, making it increasingly difficult for the 
Alt-​Right to organize private events.

No-​platforming efforts have undermined the Alt-​Right’s 
ability to operate on the Internet, the place where it has enjoyed 
its greatest success. Its supporters are increasingly banned 
from popular social media platforms, and its institutions have 
a hard time raising money.

Further, Alt-​Right is no longer a large umbrella term, 
containing people with many different ideological dispositions. 
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It is now used almost exclusively by people committed to ex-
plicit white identity politics. It has also lost its reputation as a 
fun movement—​a place where people frustrated with so-​called 
political correctness could safely blow off steam. Few people 
still view it as a group of irreverent, right-​wing provocateurs, 
attacking “social justice warriors” with tongue-​in-​cheek humor.

Although the most prominent figures in the Alt-​Right have 
spent the last year trying to take their movement into the real 
world, anonymous online trolls are still doing their work in 
the virtual world. It is not obvious whether they are presently 
very effective, however. The 2016 presidential election was a 
unique moment—​an opportunity for the angry, anonymous 
right-​wing masses to work spontaneously toward a single 
goal. With the election over, the online Alt-​Right trolls are 
mostly a chaotic mess.

In the face of these challenges, the Alt-​Right is turning on 
itself. It is presently rife with infighting. Different groups with 
different strategies are constantly sniping at each other. The 
movement furiously debates “optics,” with some declaring 
that they need to present themselves as ordinary Trump 
supporters and try to work behind the scenes in the conserv
ative movement and the Republican Party, quietly pushing 
the mainstream right toward white nationalism. Others insist 
that this amounts to capitulation, and instead argue that the 
movement must be as radical as possible, forever pushing the 
boundaries of allowable opinion. The disagreeing factions are 
moving in different directions and, in some cases, cutting all 
ties with each other.

There is no way to know which of these strategies offers the 
Alt-​Right a better chance of a breakthrough. It is possible that 
neither has a chance of being particularly effective. The more 
important point is that the Alt-​Right is further dividing, and it 
is not large enough to survive as a significant movement if it is 
splintering into feuding camps.

By pointing out the Alt-​Right’s present weakness, I  am 
not suggesting that its opponents should be complacent. As 
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we have seen, even a marginalized and weakened extreme 
right can be incredibly dangerous. In fact, if the Alt-​Right 
continues to decline and its chances of achieving any real 
success as a conventional political movement effectively 
disappear, its likelihood of spawning more violent groups 
may increase. It is easy to imagine new groups analogous to 
The Order appearing on the scene. Extreme-​right, lone-​wolf 
attacks are also a significant threat, and very difficult to pre-
dict and prevent.

When thinking about the Alt-​Right, however, it is impor-
tant to put it into context. It is a small movement, and as its 
tactics become better known and its opponents become better 
organized, its ability to project size and strength continues 
to weaken. Rather than becoming a permanent fixture of 
American political life, the Alt-​Right may be remembered as 
just one more oddity of the Trump era, ultimately signifying 
very little.

Even if the Alt-​Right disappears entirely, it is still worth 
studying. The radical right will probably always exist, with 
or without the Alt-​Right label. Its next iteration will study this 
current period, noting its strengths and weaknesses, and seek 
to do better next time.
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