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RECEIVED

Fascism, OED

1

a. Usu. with capital initial. A nationalist political move-
ment that controlled the government of Italy from 1922
to 1943 under the leadership of Benito Mussolini (1883~
1945); the principles or ideology of the fuscisti (fascista
n. 1a). See also fascist n. 1a, Fascismo n., and cf. sense
1b. Now hist.

The movement grew out of the nationalist fasci which
became prominent at the end of the First World War ... .,
esp. with the formation of the militantly anti-communist
and anti-socialist Fasci di Combattimento by Mussolini
in 1919. After the formation of a coherently organized
Fascist party in 1921, Mussolini became prime minister
in 1922, leading to the eventual establishment of a totali-
tarian Fascist state. | :

1921 Syracuse (NY.) Daily Herald 1 Feb. 2/3 No doubt fas-
cism is a transitory phenomenon.

1921 Manch. Guardian 20 May 8/4 Socialists desire to co-
operate, but cannot forgive blgnor G1011tt: for his toler-
ation towards Fascisni.

1922 Q. Rev. Jan. 148 A sectlon of the Press. .. now veered
completely round to the cause of Fascism. The Fascist
terror increased in intensity; .’

1933 Times 2 Nov. 13/2 Fascism, a§ Signor Mussolini has
written . .. did not spring from any pre-established plan. It
began in action against Communists and Socialists.



1948 Bks. Abroad 22 133 We have given asylum to the perse-
cuted of Burope, to the refugees from Nazism and Fascism.

2009 Art Q. Summer 80/1 Futurism expressed the dyna-
mism and energy of life in the early 20th century, glori-
fying war and the machine age and supporting the rise
of Fascism.

b. gen. An authoritarian and nationalistic system of gov-
ernment and social organization which emerged after
the end of the First World War in 1918, and became a
prominent force in European politics during the 1920s
and 1930s, most notably in Italy and Germany; (later
also) an extreme right-wing political ideology based on
the principles underlying this system. Freq. with capital
initial. Cf, fascist a1, 1b.

Fascism originated in Italy as an anti-communist and
nationalist movement (see sense 1a). In the 1920s and,
particularly, the 1930s, political parties and groups were
founded on the Italian model in numerous countries, in-
cluding Britain, Brazil, France, Hungary, Romania, Spain,
and above all Germany (see, e.g, Falange n., Iron Guard
n at iron adj. Special uses 2, Nazism n.). These parties
typically opposed socialism and liberalism (as well as
communism) and advocated ultranationalistic policies,
usually espousing ethnocentric ideas of racial superiority,
esp. anti-Semitism. Where such parties came to power, as
in Italy and Germany, they characteristically formed to-
talitarian dictatorships, giving special status to a charis-
matic leader (cf. Duce n., Filhrer r.) and often pursuing
an aggressively militaristic foreign policy. After the defeat
of Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy in the Second World
War (1939-45), Fascism ceased to be a significant politi-
cal force, although subsequently (chiefly from the 1970s)
a number of extreme right-wing nationalist parties have
been founded in Europe and elsewhere on similar princi-
ples (cf. neo-fascism n., neo-Nazism n.).

1923 Contemp. Rev. Nov. 557 Fascism in Germany will
never be more than one of several factors,

1934 tr. K. Heiden National Socialism xvii. 354 The elec-
toral victories all over Europe with which the Labour
Parties have replied to German Fascism.

1936 Discovery Dec. 378/1, I have strongly criticised
modern education and the methods of handling youth
generally as inculcating excessive respect for authority
and thereby conducing to the growth of Fascism.

1947 8. Cloete Third Way v. 55 There is no middle course
to be steered between fascism and communism.

1972 A. J. P. Taylor Let. 30 Oct. in Lett. to Eva (1991) 96
‘What will future historians say? Will they understand,
as we do, that Fascism had to be destroyed?

2013 Exmouth Jral. (Nexis) 14 Mar. The EU seems hell
bent on creating exactly those same social condi-
tions . .. that led to the rise of fascism in Italy, Germany
and Spain and caused the Second World War.

2. In extended use (depreciative).

a. Any form of behaviour perceived as autocratic, intol-
erant, or oppressive; esp. the advocacy of a particular
viewpoint or practice in a manner that seeks to enforce
conformity. Cf. fascist n. 2a.

1939 D. Thomas Let. July (1987) 389, I think that to fight,
for instance, the fascism of bad ideas by uniforming &
regimenting good ones will be found, eventually, to be
bad tactics.

1968 NY. Mag. 11 Nov. 55/3 The Living Theatre treats
us to a threefold fascism. The fascism of mercilessly
inflicted vulgarity and boredom, the fascism of global
intolerance, and the fascism of profound disrespect for
human creativity and art.

1973 Times 13 Oct. 14 There is a fundamental fascism of
the left which is the real problem in the universities:
they are theologically right, as they believe, and you are




so wrong that you should even be denied the freedom
to speak.

1997 Guardian 21 June 16/4 One critic . . . found himself
barred from Thursday’s press review after the curator
accused him of “fascism and pornography?”

2007 www.adamsmith.org/blog (Nexis) 28 Apr. When
modern filtration can make the air even cleaner than
it was before anyone lit up, an outright ban is just
fascism—an attempt by one group to impose its own
choice of lifestyle on another.

b. With modifying word, specifying the particular aspect
of life or sphere of activity concerned. Cf. fascist n. 2b.

bady, eco-, health fascism: see the first element.

1958 A, Ellis Sex without Guilt xiv, 168 Sex fascism is a ma-
jor subheading under what I call intellectual fascism—
which I find . .. to be perhaps the most pandemic and
virnlent psychosocial disease of our times.

1970 Rags Oct. (front cover), Fashion fascism-—politics of
ridi,

1974 B. Hoddeson Porn People vii. 121/1 You get a sort of
monosexual fascism that takes place, that says, “this is
how you’ll ball.”

1992 Independent 15 July 20/8 Now councils introducing
restraint are accused of “green fascism.”

2013 Sun (Nexis) 21 Feb. (Scotl. ed.) 15 [His] obsession

with food fascism reached new heights this week with

a demand that the entire . . . Staples Centre in Los

Angeles should be cleared of all meat products before

he takes the stage.
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Preface: Apples and Oranges

IT WAS THE MIDDLE OF JULY 2016, Hillary Clinton was riding
high, and the media had not yet entirely overcome the drive to re-
duce the campaign of Donald Trump to a humorous series of mix-
ups, historical mistakes, tweet misspellings, and name callings. My
sister, my partner, and I stopped at a café in the northwestern part
of the lower peninsula of Michigan; we had been vacationing there
with a large family entourage on one of those gorgeous lakes where
the white sand runs thick, the water is clear, and the sunsets are
stunning. The glacier melt ten thousand years ago had been good
to this part of the world, forming the Great Lakes and distributing
innumerable small pearls of blue framed by tall pine trees.

It is also an area where white flight from southern Michigan
is pronounced and Republicans are regularly favored in elections
up and down the ticket. Politics was not on our minds that day as
my two companions and I settled in to enjoy the pie the Cherry
Hut had made famous in the region. I sipped a cup of coffee and
begged a small bite now and then. We were recovering from a day
of kayaking and rollicking in the water with kids of varying ages.

Five working-class vacationers walked into that café, sitting a
table away from us. The alpha male wore a severe look, a baseball
cap, and an aggressive T-shirt; he spoke in short, definitive phras-
es. I grew up as a working-class boy in an urban, southern part of
that state speckled with such types. Some of us made fun of that
definitive demeanor behind their backs from time to time, though
we also had a sense of the pain and authoritarian discipline that
contributed to their way of being. We had dads, uncles, barbers,
coaches, and neighbors. We did not yet know that to mimic can
also be to simulate.. .. e

xiii
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A soft-spoken man, a woman cued in to her (probable) dominant
husband, and another woman a bit older and mild in demeanor com-
pleted the table. For fifteen minutes the alpha male explained in no-
nonsense terms why it was absolutely necessary to defeat Hillary
Clinton and elect Donald Trump. The very way of life they prized
was at stake. Race was never mentioned in that speech, though the
flight of good jobs, the threat posed by immigration, the need for a
Wall, the problems with free trade, and the conceits of liberal elites
on the two coasts all made appearances in a series of short, jolting
phrase jabs. Each phrase was thrown as a punch.

There was no disagreeing with this guy at that table; two of his
three partners showed little desire to do so as they ate hamburg-
ers together. The third woman tried to dissent mildly from time
to time. She would say, “I hear what you are saying and I have
no truck with Hillary, but doesn’t Trump scare you a little some-
timies?” “No,” the man would blurt, “he is exactly what this country
needs today!” The two others would nod in concurrence and she
would slouch back in a repose lodged somewhere between passive
concurrence and silent dissent. The issue, it appeared, was not
large enough to test a friendship. Besides, peeking just below that
alpha-male bravado were vulnerabilities that doubled the hesitan-
cy his companions showed in dissenting from him. An aggressive,
domineering, vulnerable man.

As we left the joint, the three of us shuddered and laughed to-
gether, making fun of ourselves for eavesdropping so blatantly
and reviewing some questions we would have loved to pose had
it been permissible to barge into the conversation. My sister was
in a wheelchair and none of us was in the mood for a probable
firestorm had we tried to do so. Indeed, I don’t recall that well the
accent, tone, and demeanor I displayed in southern Michigan, un-
der the influence of a Midwestern atmosphere. So the task would
not have been easy.

One of us said, laughing, that she would have asked, “Do you
have any idea how misogynistic you and Trump are?” I said, re-
sponding with something between feigned and real nervousness,

Preface XV

“Don’t do that, I am too old to get into a fight with a husky cracker”
T announced that T would ask, “What did you guys think of Bernie
Sanders? He did win the Democratic primary in Michigan.” I knew
the question would sound political sciency; I felt confident the al-
pha male would have written Sanders off, but I suspected that three
or four of the others, had they secured an opportunity to speak,
might have expressed an affinity to Sanders. One of my Cherry Hut
partners was less confident about them, too. Who knows?

I walked out of that café even more convinced than when I had
entered that Donald Trurap had a very decent chance of winning the
2016 election. At that point the polls said that Clinton had a steady
lead. T did not “predict” he would win, thinking predictions are a
poor way to engage in political life. But I did write posts on the blog
The Contemporary Condition focusing on the dangers of Trump and
insisting that a favorable “demographics” was insufficient to defeat
him. I found Hillary Clinton to be a very capable debater who none-
theless was unable to make close contact with members of the white
working class, even though many of the latter had listened to Barack
Obama and Bernie Sanders. Several of my friends in political science
pooh-poohed my fears about the election, writing them off as the
anxieties of a political theorist who did not really understand how
polling works. Even on Tuesday night of the election, one hour be-
fore the vote tally began to pour in, I received an e-mail from a friend
designed to be reassuring. “I have consulted with a red hot pollster in
our department,” he said, “and there is no path of victory for Donald
Trump.” During periods of high anxiety, election polls can become
dicey. They tend to slide under a rise in atmospheric pressure.

My research for the last several years has focused on the planetary
dynamics of the Anthropocene: how denialism is only one of the
problems to address in this domain; how those regions of the world
that have generated the fewest CO2 emissions are also those that
typically receive the earliest effects of severe drought, ocean rising,
ocean acidification, and extreme storms; how a revolution in the
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earth sciences has overturned the old story of planetary gradual-
ism with respect to the intersecting processes of species evolution,
the ocean conveyor systeny, climate change, and glacier flows; how
the study of a variety of synergies between capitalist emissions and
self-organizing planetary systems of several sorts is thus critical
today; how the “evangelical /capitalist resonance machine” in the
United States promotes highly destructive outlooks and policies in
this domain as it also attracts a section of the white working class;
how the humanities and human sciences in the academy remain too
captured by practices of “cultural internalism” and “sociocentrism”
that inhibit them from going beyond a rejection of climate denial-
ism to address the robust effects of planetary systems on postcolo-
nial life, race, class, territorial walls, and Euro-American anxieties.
Attention to the contemporary fragility of things also encouraged
me to think a bit about what I call aspirational fascism. A 2011 post in
The Contemporary Condition by that title suggested that there was a
gathering storm in the United States that could either be overcome or
acquire more momentum. This new type of fascist aspiration, it was
suggested, would seek to retain party competition while pursuing
legal and illegal means to erode voter turnout of African Americans,
the poor, and other minorities. It would incite members of the white
working class, which had been ignored in recent years, with a series
of false promises; it would push devotees of Islamic faiths into the
forefront of groups to hate; it would place the media under tremen-
dous pressure; it would incite vigilante groups and practice thin de-
niability about doing so; and it would define the United States as a
“garrison state” while ratcheting up its military bellicosity?

L See “Aspirational Fascism,” The Contemporary Condition (blog),
September 2011, http://contemporarycondition.blogspot.de/2011/09
/aspirational-fascism.htm]. For an earlier post exploring why the radical
Right identifies fascism with any large state and disconnects it from the fail-
ures and crises generated by an unregulated market economy, see Connolly,
“What Was Fascism?” The Contemporary Condition (blog), June 2010,
http://contemporarycondition .blogspot.com/2010/06/what-was-fascism
JDml,

Preface xvii

So the Trump phenomenon excited my concern. When we were
instructed in August 2016 at Johns Hopkins to announce titles for
our spring courses, I announced a graduate seminar called What
Was/Is Fascism? The Trump phenomenon, it was clear, would
persist as festering drives whether Trump won or lost the elec-
tion. Campaign chants of “Lock her up!” showed the kind of atmo-
sphere we would encounter even if Clinton were to win.

The seminar, taught in spring 2017, explored some of the variet-
ies, uncertainties, and dangers attached to fascist movements. To
concentrate our attention, we focused most on possible synergies
between the early stages of the Hitler movement in Germany and
the dynamics of the Trump movement in the United States over
the last couple of years, as the latter movement has morphed out
of the evangelical/capitalist machine that had been in place in the
United States for more than forty years.

This brief, preliminary study, which grew out of that seminar, has
been written in haste. It is also incomplete. Its justification is that
haste might be a good idea now, encouraging us to come to terms
with a new period of uncetrtainty when it is still replete with open
possibilities. To wait until things are settled may be to wait too
long, though that, too, is uncertain at the moment (July 2017). Yes,
a comparison of Trump to Berlusconi or Mussolini could have
been valuable. Yes, a comparison to Marine Le Pen would be perti-
nent. Yes, it is next to impossible that the Trump regime will take
the course followed by Hitler from the middle 1930s until the end
of World War II, though the danger of a nuclear winter ushered
in by an impulsive president with fascist dispositions is nothing
to sneeze at.

The comparisons pursiied in this study do feel like compar-
ing apples to oranges. But those types of comparisons sometimes
bring out salient affinities across differences. Apples are reddish;
they emit a bitter/sweet 'éaste; they are typically grown in north-
ern temperate zones. And the ones widely available to consumers
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today are larger and less potent in healthy ingredients than the
pungent ones available in an earlier period. A comparative history
of apples is pertinent, and it fits readily into regular practices of
comparison in the human sciences.

Oranges are orange, with a more intense orangeness dyed irito
them today. When you peel one, yous find slices that can be eaten
one at a time, as juice sometimes runs down your hand and onto
your cuff. Oranges provide good nourishment for people with
diabetes because of their health benefits and the way the sugar
content is absorbed by the body slowly as the metabolic process
proceeds. Apples are just okay in that regard, and plums, bananas,
peaches, and grapes are worse.

To compare apples and oranges is to highlight differences across
a series of partial affinities: both are fruit, are edible, grow on trees,
and are today raised through intensive farmin g. If we were to com-
pare both to tomatoes, the differences would be sharper. But even
those comparisons do not reach the point of exploring heteroge-
neous connections across differences,

I start with the caveat about apples and oranges not only be-
cause I have heard it as a phrase of reproach when attending
conference talks. A political science teacher I revered as an un-
dergraduate at the Flint University of Michigan used that phrase
to criticize me gently for my attempt to compare the social
philosophies of John Stuart Mill and Herbert Marcuse in a se-
njor honors paper. He gave me a high grade, but surely only as a
concession to decent work T had previously done. “But Professor
Bradley,” I wanted to say, “this is the kind of comparison neéd-
ed.” 8o my ears perk up when I hear the phrase today. It makes
me think, too, of the kind of work that downplays the importance
of heterogeneous injections and connections in the world: the
injection of the Neanderthal into Homo sapiens; the injection of
loose DNA into one-celled organisms to create a nucleated cell
the basis of future evolution; the bumpy process of symbiogen‘e-’

sis between algae and fungi out of which lichens emerged. Now
we are talking,

Preface ix

‘What if the Mill tradition, which plays up preference, happi-
ness, and virtual representation in democratic politics, today al-
lowed elements from a Marcuse tradition to infect it with close
attention to the politics of affective contagion—that is, to attend
to issues festering in Mill that did not sit comfortably with some
of his categories? What, too, if Marcuse had allowed Mill to chal-
lenge his ideal of a rational, collective society—one he projected as
the alternative to Nazism even before the latter had consolidated
power? What if the coldness of classical liberalism and individual-
ism, which Marcuse discerned so sharply, fosters one temptation
for many to support fascism during a crisis and critical imaginar-
jes of rational collectivity can be dragged in that direction too?

Heterogeneous connections. Nazism was a toxic infection in-
serted into Weimar democracy during a period of crisis. Black
rot infecting apple trees. The injection of multifaceted pluralism
into democracy, on the other hand, is noble in itself and provides
a vaccination needed to help insulate democracy from drives to
a hostile, fascist takeover. But that conjunction, too, can backfire
without a second injection. The injection of strong jolts of egali-
tarianism into democratic pluralism could clinch the deal, though
many pluralists have yet to be convinced in their bones of the crit-
ical importance of such injections. We have jumped beyond com-
parisons between apples and oranges to a world of heterogeneous
connections and distinctive assemblages.

But why not call the complex to be examined in America today
populism? Populism is often defined as rule in the name of a uni-
fied people; it expresseé arebellion of the “masses” against an elite
or establishment. There are affinities here. But I don’t think the
designation quite fits what is happening today. First, some con-
temporary Left populists, such as Cornel West, Bernie Sanders,
and Elizabeth Warren, pursue militant activism. But they do not
enact the Big Lie Scenario, initiate destructive rumors against op-
ponents, or collude with hostile foreign powers in electoral cam-
paigns, nor do they pursue antipluralism, militarism, hyperna-
tionalism, white triumphalism, close state alliances with private
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corporate power, corruption of intelligence agencies, or tenacious
attempts to curtail minority voting, They may also appreciate the
need to fold an affective dimension into multifaceted democracy
in ways that few “antipopulists” do. I think itis essential, then, to
inject a few populist elements into pluralist, egalitarian democra-
cy. Ithus call the current movement crystallized by Trump aspira-
tional fascism to underline the dangers to democracy it poses and
to encourage supporiers of democracy to inject distinctive modes
of affective communication, agitation, and activism into democ-

racy.® Autipopulism too easily becomes equated with curtailing
multifaceted democracy.

As the time neared to organize this seminar, I came more to think
of it as a genealogy of fascism, By the time the course had started,
Donald Trump had entered the White House, or rather Mar-a-
Lago. Melania Trump was squi nting from time to time, as she was
paraded up and down hotel and airplane staircases in spike heels.
That was enough for marchers in the incredible woman’s march
in November 2016 to carry prescient signs saying “Free Melania.”
They were early genealogists of the Donald-Melania relationship.

A genealogy of aspirational fascism could focus, first, on aspects
of past events that allow us to dramatize elements in the present
that might otherwise slide below close attention. It might also
identify subterranean strains that did not become consolidated
in the past because others did. Such unconsolidated trends some-
times expose real uncertainties simmering in life; they may thus
help us to discern how the future before us opens upon a hori-
zon replete with strains of real uncertainty. A genealogy might

2. For a thoughtful study that seems to equate Trump with populism,
see Jan-Werner Muller, What Is Populism? (Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2016). For a classic study that, while simmering with
insights, lumps all mass movements together in ways that trouble me, see
Eric Hoffer, The True Believer: Thoughts on the Nature of Mass Movements
(New York: Harper, 1951).
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additionally encourage us to rethink a series of political ideals
that continue to contend for hegemony today. Supporters of those
contending ideals were not adequately prepared for the advent of
fascism when it arose the first time, even though communists and
social democrats did try valiantly to fend it off
To the extent you present interpretations of the past that insert
necessity deeply into it, to that extent, you degrade both th.e po-
litical dimension of cultural life and the element of creativity in
politics. To bring out the latter elements does decrease the puta-
tive power of explanation, but it does not eliminate that power.
Studies studded with words and phrases like precisely, exactly,
methodological rigor, and sharp definition—as they also refer-
mulate the work of oppotuents to catch them in “performative
contradictions”—are studies apt to resist the genealogical mode. It
is too messy, incomplete, and uncertain in its prognostications for
their tastes. They often, too, bypass exploration of how affective
comumunication works through bodily disciplines and rhetorical
practices, making people li;ke me worry that they have nf)t g_rasped
adequately either the potential power of fascism or the mdlsp.ens~
able role of affective communication of a different sort in multifac-
eted democracy. They may demand either that the world itself be
partitioned into sharp dis§i1actions without pregnant zones of in-
discernibility, friction, litter, effervescence, and noise or that “we”
must act as if it does so to conform to the necessary dictates of
epistemology. They may give “priority” to epistemology. and meth-
od while genealogists think that those imperatives tacrc.ly convey
problematic ontologies of being in a rocky world. They like words
such as analysis, represent, method, and explain, while we ac.ic'l. to
the list genealogy, injectibn, expression, uncertainty, creajcmty,
and heterogeneous crossings. We practice a minor tradition in the
human sciences. '
A genealogy also attendés to relational bodily practices as it ex-
plores shifting modes of affective communication. For b(.)th ‘de—
mocracy and fascism require affective flows of communication,
and the former also mixesﬁ them into refined processes of reflec-
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tion and communication. To ignore the vexed relations between
bodily disciplines and selective modes of affective contagion is
both to diminish your grasp of fascist movements and to miss a
dimension operative in different ways in a culture of multifaceted
democracy. That is another reason anti populism does not capture
the agenda of inquiry adopted here.

This study is divided jnto three chapters. The first focuses on a
comparison between the rhetorical strategies of Adolf Hitler in
the early going in Germany and the rhetorical style and political
ambitions of Donald Trump. Apples and oranges. It takes serious-
ly Hitler’s charge in Mein Kampf that members of the “professo-
riate” and “intelligentsia” do not appreciate profoundly enough
the power of public speeches to infect and move a large populace
primed to listen by historical shocks, resentments, grievances, and
embodied dispositions. It is clear that Trump agrees with Hitler
on this point—though he does deny reading the book by Hitler
Ivana Trump said had been sitting on his bed stand for a time. A
study of his distinctive rhetorical style and bodily demeanor on
the stump may thus be pertinent. The role of the Big Lie Scenario
comes in for inspection in that chapter.

The second chapter, after engaging Tim Mason’s account of
the working class in Nazi Germany and Freud’s canonical study
of the pull of narcissistic leaders, drills down to explore compari-
sons between the bodily practices and demeanor of the Freikorps
during the early stages of the Nazi movement and the practic-
es and demeanor of many on the cutting edge of Trumpian en-
thusiasm today. Along the way, it explores possible connections
between particular modes of bodily discipline and susceptibility
to specific forms of affective communication, that is, to modes
of contagion within and below linguistic practice conveyed
through gesture, posture, facial expression, distinctive rhythms
of expression, hand movements, tones of phrasing, jaw settings,
habits of eye contact, and styles of walking. I wish we had a video

Preface JEalt

of the phrase punches thrown at the Cherry Hut that day. They

jostled the nervous system.

Jos;riid is enlisted tz start that exploration. But bt?tl? Hitler, the
inspired Nazi speaker, and Klaus Theweleit, .the brilliant eﬁ'cplorm
er of how the “body armor” of leading Nazis was forged in the
early period of that movement, prove helpful. The }950 book Ti?e
Authoritarian Personality, authored in part by Jewish r.efugees to
the United States who were concerned about emerging trends
here, is then put into conversation with those two engagements.
Possible resonances between the existential re§e11tn1ents and
bodily disciplines of “armored males” in pre-Nazi G»erma{ly anci
many alpha males relaying messages from Trump to sections o

the white working class in the United States today come up for
review. .

The third chapter takes off from those explorations t(? argue
that multifaceted pluralism, joined to both open democrat}c elef:-
tions and strong egalitarian drives, constitutes a super.b ideal in
itself and the best available antidote to aspirational fascism today.
That chapter begins with an appreciation of the ways both Franz
Neumann and Hannah Arendt showed how Ne}msm broke dowp
spontaneous pluralism during its early phase in power. Thefx it
pursues the terms of a multidimensional practice of pluralism
already operative to varying degrees in several quarters today.
Some theories of pluralism may be insufficient to todz.xy, however.
Pluralism needs to include several facets, some of which are now
in play and others of which need to receive more power and }e-
gitimation. Most critically, a cultural ethos of egahtarlams.m with
respect to income, job s;ecurity, education pl:o§pects, retlrelt}ent
opportunities, and cultuj}*al dignity must be 111]ected.deeply into
democratic pluralism if it is both to thrive and to provide the most
effective antidote against a hostile fascist takeover. . '

At a few points in this study, grievances of the white working
and lower middle classes are highlighted. How does‘a set of rac-
ist priorities, bodily pracﬁ_&tices, authoritarian te'zndenaes', _selectw;
receptivity to rhetorical influence, vexed relations to military an
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corporate heroes, and the “feminization” of presumptive care for
outsiders become tempting to some within this variegated con-
stituency? Are there affinities between such temptations now and
those in play during the early phase of the Nazi movement? Are
there ways that neoliberalism and the pluralizing Left—opposed
to one another in fundamental ways—have also combined across
these differences to catch this constituency in a bind? These is-
sues, to me, are critical.

There are tensions and uncertainties in my thinking about these is-
sues. I have concluded both that fascism shows how other classical
medels of collectivism can be dangerous and that the coolness of
liberal models of deliberation and the cruelty of neoliberal ruth-
lessness periodically backfire at moments of crisis in ways that can
incite counterdrives to fascism. So I place my bet on bringing a mul-
tifaceted mode of democratic pluralism into close alignment with
active egalitarianism, By “multifaceted,” T mean a world in which,
first, a large variety of identities, faiths, and interests engage one an-
other in the public square; second, periodic injections of new drives
to the pluralization of faiths and rights rattle some of the old balanc-
es; and third, a positive ethos of engagement finds ample expression
across these differences through the interinvolvements between
public philosophy, policy priorities, and affective connections.

I also support drives to the radical reform of capitalism with-
out having a clean recipe in hand to replace capitalism as such. I
am not certain that anybody else has such a recipe either, during
an era when the previous concentration of the working class in
large factories and mines has been broken down into more dis-
persed, variegated, and less organized constituencies. The task
is to stretch and strain capitalism toward a political culture that
1s more pluralistic, democratic, and egalitarian. Could capitalism
then morph into something else that draws democracy, plurality,
equality, and eco-practices yet closer together? I hope so, but iy
thinking on that question is still in movement.

Preface XXV

These tensions are negotiated by pursuing an interim agenda
that stretches the established terms of capitalism as it directs de-
mocracy in a more egalitarian direction. I then project plural so-
cialism as something to pursue over the longer term. I also find
myself concluding that a more widely distributed anger that must
not be avowed about the unavoidable decline of America in the
world plays an important role in the rather wide reach of the
Trump phenomenon. That is one reason the undeliverable prom-
ise to return to a past that never was can carry power across class-
es. The intimately related reason is that the slogan promises a re-
turn to a less cluttered era of white triumphalism.

It is thus a dangerous time. My sense is that the best hope
to make reasonable adjustments to American decline and the
Anthropocene will emerge as pluralists come to terms more ac-
tively with the real grievances of the working and lower middle
classes at the same time that we resist manifestations of racism and
patriarchy emanating from sections of those classes. Is that more
than a hope? I am unsure. Sometimes I think that the tensions and
binds I encounter reflect unresolved knots in my thinking. At oth-
ers I suspect they reflect binds in a world that does not necessarily
escape tragic possibility. Because I also think that a demand for
purity often backfires—the purities of morality, community, race,
markets, individualism~I allow such indecisions and worries to
find expression as the study proceeds.

This text was written before the events in Charlottesville, Virginia,
on August 12, 2017. Tt goes into production a few days after that
event. In Charlottesville, a pugnacious group of neo-Nazis, white
supremacists, and Ku Klux Klan members demonstrated against
the city’s decision to take down the statue of Robert E. Lee, general
of the Confederacy. Their message was racist and fascistic. They
were looking for a fight. Many white triumphalists were armed, in
a state that allows “open arms carry”; one drove his car into coun~
terprotesters, killing one young woman and injuring numerous
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others. President Trump first condemned the violent racists along
with “many others” who had demonstrated against them; later, he
read in a passive voice a condemnation that focused on the neo-
Nazis or “whatever you want to call them”; soon he took back the
second statement to condemn all sides again, along with the “fake
news media” who refused to pretend that the opponents of neo-
Nazism are equivalent to its agents. As far as I know, none of the
people who ended up in the hospital were members of the neo-
Nazi contingent. Trump’s message of moral equivalency encour-
ages the kind of vigilante violence it purports to criticize. Clearly
the most virulent section of his “base” who welcomed the last mes-
sage saw it that way. They surely recall how their hero launched
his political career by propagating the false narrative for six years
that Barack Obama—the first African American president—was an
illegitimate president because he was born in Kenya. They surely
recall how he said he had agents in Hawaii who would prove this
fact “very soon, believe me.”

Donald Trump does teach us one thing: the beliefs you propagate
have a lot to do with the quality of the dispositions you cultivate.

The event and his responses to it place us in a dangerous situ-
ation. It is heartwarming to see his popularity decline and to see
more citizens become active against the viciousness of Trumpism.
It is crucial, too, to recall how the resistance of the military and
some corporations to Trumpist nativism is itself a product of plural-
izing struggles over the past several decades that pressed those very
institutions so hard to become more diverse. It is also true, however,
that this impetuous, narcissistic leader remains in charge of a huge
bureaucracy that now takes pernicious action on multiple fronts ev-
ery day. He will be tempted to take yet more dangerous action to
divert attention from how this one ripped off a tattered mask that
had already slipped down. Aspirational fascists are destructive in
their impulses and dangerous to the world in their acts.

Surely new events will unfold before this book sees the light of
day. What is offered here, then, is incomplete, even from the per-
spective of a study with a genealogical ambition rather than one
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to historical completeness. Nonetheless, I hope that this report
on engagements in one seminar with texts by Neumann, Arendt,
Marcuse, Hitler, Adorno, Bataille, Freud, Timothy Mason, Norbert
Elias, and Klaus Theweleit—a seminar also sprinkled here and
there with clips from Hitler and Trump—does some work to help
clarify the present.

Each session began with a student presentation comparing
the text to be examined that week to themes and issues posed by
earlier readings. We typically reserved the last half hour to talk
about affinities and differences between the early stages of the
Hitler movement and aspirational fascism today. I extend my re-
spect and appreciation to Colin Eubank, Brian Caldwell, Tristan
Klingelhoefer, Jacob Kripp, Michael McCreary, Ines Rerbal,
Franziska Strack, and Yuanhai Zhu—all students in that seminar—
for the thoughtful and exploratory character of their contribu-
tions. Franziska deserves double thanks for the superb role she
pléyed in preparing film clips and otherwise helping to move the
seminar along,

I also thank Nidesh Lawtoo, Davide Panagia, Mort Schoolman,
and Jane Bennett for the insightful comments each has made on
key sections of this study.




The Rhetoricél Strategies of
Hitler and Trump

Genealogy and Fascism

My project is to contribute to a genealogy of fascism. Such a gene-
alogy has at least three components. First, it strives to search the
past in ways that might illuminate or crystallize specific tenden-
cies and possibilities in the present. Second, it does that in part by
showing how a series of practices often taken to be relatively con-
stant or on a stable trajectory over time—say, sovereignty, the state,
capitalism, morality, or democracy—is often enough composed of
a series of heterogeneous elements with potentialities to shift in
this way or that after a new shock or infusion. They have some-
times become assembled together in more fragile ways than what
appears at first glance, Here is one thing Nietzsche says about the
evolution of a now rather stable assemblage, such as a religion, a state,
a practice of punishment, a practice of sovereignty, a species, or a spe-
cific constellation of climate and civilization, all the components of
which are both interlinked and set on different time scales: “the cause
of the origin of a thing and its eventual utility, its actual employment
and place in a system of purposes, lie worlds apart; whatever exists,
having somehow come into being, is again and again reinterpreted
to new ends, taken over, transformed, and redirected by some power
superior to it: all events ilj the organic world are a subduing, abecom-
ing master, and all subduing and becoming master involves a fresh
interpretation, an adaptation through which any previous ‘meaning’
and ‘purpose’ are necessarily obscured or even obliterated.”

L. Friedrich Nietzsche:, On the Genealogy of Morals, trans. Walter
Kaufmann (New York: Vintage Books, 1967), 77.
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So several trajectories come replete with simmering potential-
ities that may break periodically in a variety of ways, even though
the possibilities are constrained by the platform from which they
proceed and specific situations encountered. Thus a fact is real, in
that it exists in the world and makes a difference to other facts. You
don’t allow either fascists or wild“eyed constructivists—if any con-
structivists are indeed that wild—to say that all facts are ghostly,
subjective, or “fake,” depending on which ones pass the register
of political acceptability. So, someone might insist either that the
sun rotates around the earth or that the classical Newtonian theory
fits the way of the way of the world itself. But in the first case, a
Newtonian theory well grounded in evidence of multiple sorts can
be invoked to correct that insistence. In the second, tests involving
electrons forming wave patterns in a two-slit experiment and ev-
idence of instant entanglement between particles now separated
by millions of miles can be invoked to correct it. To be objective
in these two cases means to conform to the most refined theory
available in relation to tests with the most sophisticated instru-
ments. This means, however, that something in the objective grasp
of things may later shift, through a paradigm shift in theory, new
powers of perception (say, Buddhist contemplation), and/or new
tests with more refined instruments. But such a possibility, as al-
ready noted, does not reduce fact to subjective opinion. It is an ob-

jective fact that the earth revolves around the sun, as Spinoza knew
when he invoked it to correct the cotnmon sense of his day founded
on regular perception that the sun rotates around the earth.

But Nietzsche and Alfred North Whitehead also claimed that a
fact is often more than itself; it both exists and may harbor incipien-
cies that could form new conjunctions with other forces on the way.
A genetic mutation may simmer with diverse possibilities; some
rather than others may surface when it encounters the specificity of
an unfolding embryo. A student may be open to several theoretical
perspectives; one may become consolidated out of that simmering
facticity in ways that push others into obscurity. Conversion expe-
riences help to show us how complex shifts in facticity are possible,
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with Paul, Augustine, Galileo, Nietzsche, and Whitehead providing
excellent examples. Nietzsche was the devout son of a Lutheran
minister who was expected to become a minister himself. His fa-
ther died when he was young, and a series of other jolts opened up
new possibilities of being. Whitehead was an obdurate supporter of
Newtonian mechanics until the shock of quantum theory eventual-
Jy pressed him to construct process philosophy. o .
Nietzsche’s genealogy was thus designed to disjoin experi-
mentally complex assemblages that others had tended to treat
as universals that form a solid block of practices, or the unques-
tionable starting point of inquiry, or the implicit end point toward
which things point. He loosened up our awareness of this or that
assemblage so that we could sense how it might become reorga-
nized through a combination of shocks from the outside and in-
ternal adjustments. If we extrapolate just a bit from the way he
intended his notion of “will to power” to apply to both human
and nonhuman force fields, we can say that his genealogies sup-
port a rather rhizomatic philosophy of time as a series: of bum}py
and intersecting becomings between diverse trajectories moving
at different speeds and degrees of complexity. It is not a wild ex-
trapolation to include such diverse trajectories as cflimate cha%age,
species evolution, glacier flows, Christian civilization, Buddhism,
Kantianism, imperial expansions, and European democracy on
the list of diverse trajectories. Any trajectory could begin to move
more rapidly than heretofore or, through heterogeneous injec-
tions from elsewhere, become other to its previous self. Nietzsche
thus resisted the theme of a linear trajectory of time—which he
held to be a faulty, subjeciive opinion of his day. That is why, to
him, Christianity, logical empiricism, Kantian morality, hermeneu-
tics, and stringent forms of rationalism are all insufficient to them-
selves. Foucault, agreeing with this much in Nietzsche, constructed
genealogies of madness, sozcial discipline, sexuality, hermefleutics,
normality, medical practice, and neoliberalism, while drawing sus-
tenance from these forays fo revise the direction and onto-sources
of the ethic he pursued.
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Well, the third dimension of genealogy is a quest for sources,
norms, strategies, and dispositions worthy of embrace in the cur-
rent setting. For instance, you may study past formations to pro-
mote intelligent modes of resistance to a repressive condition or
to revise a series of regulative ideals from the past that continue to
compete with each other in the present, doing the latter because
you now discern a few complementarities between those contend-
ers when you had seen only divergences before oy, similarly, if you
now think a new conjuncture requires reorganization of smooth
ideals inherited from the past that now slide closer to specters,

A genealogy can thus encourage you to look again at contend-
ing ideals, such as neoliberalism, individualism, liberalism, and
communism, doing so to highlight possible complementarities
between some of them that had been obscure before. You don’t
necessarily reject everything in each. You may, rather, selectively
disaggregate elements in it in the interests of reaggregating them
in a new way. If those terms of art sound too mechanistic, you can
say that new elements are injected into old swarms or assemblag-
es in the hope that the latter will morph in this way or that. For
to genealogists of the sort pursued here, both mechanistic models
of explanation and organic models of interpretation—having com-
peted with each other unevenly for hegemony in Euro-American
thought for many centuries—are inadequate to a world composed
of multiple, intersecting trajectories that may move slowly for a
while and then accelerate.

Well, the ambition of this study is merely to instigate a gene-
alogy of aspirational fascism in present-day America, doing so to
think more reflectively about the distinctive conjuncture of di-
verse grievances, institutions, events, energies, and drives today,
where, to take the key instance, a specific assemblage has formed
between a rich, corrupt president, a large segment of the corpo-
rate and financial estate, many Republican Party leaders who had
previously espoused a neoliberal ideology of autonomous market
processes joined to a supportive state, an evangelical movement,
and a distinctive segment of the white working and middle classes
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who plug into the older assemblage with ambitions to alter 1t Th-e
parties involved, to varying degrees, carry uglylplans for immi-
grants, Muslims, working women, urban areas, climate change: ac-
tion, African Americans, Hispanics, urban life, and several regions
outside the United States. o
One more thing about genealogy as I grapple with it: }t is 1n51‘1f-
ficient to sink into the discourses, representations, and 1de010g1es
of the day, though each of these is relevant. You join those engage-
ments to explorations of subliminal, affective modes of cultural
communication that stretch below the linguistic register as thfay
inject energies into it, and you focus on charao?tems.tlc .bod.ﬂy dis-
ciplines and selective modes of attunement active w1t}.1m different
segments of the populace. These modes can be qrgaxllzed and ex-
pressed through aggressive styles of walking; v.lolent-strec.et talk;
sharp rhythms of address; techniques of mampula}tlon; instru-
ments of control applied to others, such as those in prisons; bz}rbed
wire or street surveillance cameras; tough bodyguards; rall_les of
vilification; martial music; heroic cinematic scenes; :?tandmg at
attention; repeated Heils to an authoritarian leader; 1mp‘er.sonal
architectural design; specific eating habits; and modes of vigilante
violence. The latter violences, for instance, intimidate or o.utrage
target constituencies, and they also harden the v1s-ceral register of
cultural life among vigilantes and ardent sympathizers.

A genealogy of fascism thus addresses multiple. resonances be-
tween words, techniques, bodily demeanor, facial exgressmns,
fears, images, music, modes of empathy, bodily filters against sym-
pathy, violence, and vilification, as it also seeks to'open alternative
modes of creative receptivity and positive attraction. . _

According to a genealogical perspective with dem(.)c'ranc aspi-
rations, you don’t fend off destructive affective dis:posmons mere-
ly by rising above them to a higher sphere of private and pui?hc
reflection. That helps for sure. But you also do so b}{ encouraging
thought-imbued tendencies of presumptive responsiveness to be_:~
come infused into the less refined registers of private and pub_hc
life. That is why genealogy is irreducible to merely representative
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thinking and textual analysis, even though they are involved. That
is why the genealogists noted earljer thought about their own
styles of speaking and writing as well as the formal modes of argu-
mentation they practice. Hitler did too, in a different key.

Rhetorical Strategies

I will focus more closely on these latter issues in the next chapter.
My agenda now is to drill down into how the Trumpian politics of
persuasion is joined to shock politics: first, to think about the rhe-
torical power of the Trump phenomenon, second, to introduce
counterrhetorical skills that may be needed today, and, third, to ask,
in a preliminary way to be taken up later, how to fold a larger sec-
tion of the white working class into active pluralizing movements
that have recently and largely forsaken them. Radicals, liberals, and
democrats have recently ceded large sections of the white working
class to Trump and to the evangelical/capitalist resonance machine
that preceded him. I treat it as axiomatic and essential that coun-
termovements of today must oppose exploitative race and class
hierarchies with demands for sharp reductions in inequality, must
counter the aggressive white territorial nationalism of Trump with
a politics of pluralism and pluralization, and must counter the ag-
gressive leadership principle pursued (in different ways) by Trump,
Putin, Le Pen, Hitler, and Lenin with multitiered horizontal com-
munications, charismatic democratic leadership, care for the earth,
and concerted efforts to address class, race, and gender hierarchies.
But in pursuing these strategies, it is important not to downplay
the ubiquitous role of affective contagion in cultural life or even
to reduce affective contagion to a force that only unruly masses
succumb to through mediation of an authoritarian Jeader. The first
response misses the phenomenon. The second may fear it so much
that it pretends that affective contagion can be eliminated from
public life in a democratic society. But the latter agenda is impos-
sible because affective communication is, in some mode or other, a
ubiquitous part of cultural life.
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This is both a slippery and an essential topic. Thosse who pur-
sue it run several risks; yet those who fail to engage 1t. run even
more. What is meant by “affective communication” will emerge
gradually as we walk through Trump’s tactics and, Iate.r, address
the grievances and bodily practices th.at attune a constltuelliy fo
specific modes of contagion while arming them tf’ Wal:d off o.t lers.

Perhaps we can gain preliminary bearings by hsFemng to things
Hitler said about the potent mixture of leadership, propaganda,
and violence he commended and pursued in Mein qunpﬁ a two-
part book published in 1926 and 1927, when the Nazi rgovemet}t
was consolidating itself in Germany. When I have mentlc.med this
text to others, it has become clear that it is one of. the widely un-
read texts of our time, both in Germany and the I.Jmted States. New
to me, too. I consult it now not because Trump is on a course that
must end in death camps, or because the scapegoats h.e att}ack.s are
the same as those marked by Hitler, or because the 11.13t1_tut10na]
restraints against Trumpism are as weak as those earlier in place

against Hitlerism, or because Hitler launched a‘world war and
Donald Trump will necessarily lead to nuclear winter. The latter
is indeed possible. But real differences betvvee.n th‘e twp_leaderg
the circumstances propelling them, and the drives inspiring t?'u.eu*
movements can be kept in mind as we also probe certain affinities
of style, tactics, and organ,ization betweer} them. o
Trump, I want to say, 1s not a Nazi. He is, rather,. an asplratl?na
fascist who pursues crowd adulation, hyperagg@ssnre nationalism,
white triumphalism, a law-and-order regime giving unaccounta.ble
power to the police, a militarist, and a practitioner of a rhetorical
style that regularly createé fake news and smears .opponents to rno:f
bilize support for the Big Lies he advances. His 1ntefnal targets o
vilification and intimjdatibn include Muslims, Mexxcz}ns, the me-
dia, the judiciary, independent women, the profesis.orlate, and (a!l:
least early on) the intelligence services. The affinities across rea
differences between Hitler and Trump allow us to exp%ore patterns
of insistence advanced by Hitler in the early days of his 1novem§nt
to help illuminate the Trump phenomenon today.
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Franz Neumann, in his profound, early study of German
Nazism, said that democracy is both a bulwark against fascism
and a precondition of its emergence. For to strive to introduce ay-
thoritarianism into a regime that has already tasted democratic
elections, progressive social moventents, and a plurality of auton-
omous social forces means that you need to draw a large segment
of the population actively into the aggressive movement itself?
Fascism twists and distorts democracy while retaining its imper-
ative to seek a mass basis. It mobilizes and organizes the popular
support it needs, and it seeks to render the lines between consent
and imposition blurry. Fake news is its stock in trade, and corol-
lary charges of fake news against evidence-based claims become
its premium stock. It thus depends on mobilizing intensive mass
energies to sustain itself as it weakens the media, controls intel-
ligence, curtails the autonomy of plural associations, and either
eliminates or constricts the integrity of electoral politics.
My sense is that some comparisons between Hitler and Trump
may illuminate affinities in their rhetorical styles, incitements to
violence, strategies of affective contagion, and mobilization of a
mass base. The first came to power without a majority vote, and the
second was the beneficiary of a quasi-legal coup involving a weak
candidate from the Democratic Party, a well-timed FBI interven-
tion by Director Coiney against her candidacy, a massive Putin com-
puter intervention in the election, and the probable collusion of the
Trump campaign with that intervention. The most apt comiparison,
then, may be between Hitler’s rhetorical and organizational style in
the early stages of his movement and Trumpism as the latter cam-
paigned during the 2016 election and seeks to consolidate the reins
of official power during the early stages of his presidency. Another
pertinent difference between Hitler and Trump is that the fornier
wrote directly about how to move crowds, whereas the latter has not.

2. Franz Neumann, Behemoth: The Structure and Practice of National
Socialism, 1933-1944, trans. Peter Hayes (New York: Ivan R. Dee, 2009).
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Here, then, are a few things Hitler said several years before the
td
Nazi movement attained power: :

The function of propaganda is, for exampl'e, not to weigh. and p?llde;
the rights of different people, but exclusively to . . . serve our ow
right, always and unflinchingly.

But here too there must be no half measures;1 tlﬁ gravest a;d] ;??zt
isi i ¥ de. It is a half-measure ~

ruthless decisions will have to be ma fn

curably sick people steadily contaminate the remaining healthy ones.

i i 5 t buy, but vani-
t vanity about fine clothes which everyone canno
?yoat:ﬁ?tt:beautiful, well-shaped body which everyone canhheljp §o
build. . . . If physical beauty were not forcgd entirely into t (; ]ixc k-
'OLlI.]Ci of our foppish fashions, the seductxo'n of hundreds o 1'21 ou-
E:'Lnds of girls by bow-legged, repulsive Jewish bastards would not
be possible.

It belongs to the genius of a great leadeg t]o make even ?dxéi:?;f;

2 i to belong to a singie g
far removed from one another seem y
because in weak and uncertain characters the know!edge offl'ldamr‘;%
different enemies can only too readily lead to the beginning of dou
in their own right.

Only a Knowledge of the Jews provides t{le key w;tél w.hicll)l t:: gglr‘r;-
i ; ) ai ocial Dem -

rehend the inner and consequently real, aims o ; 1
E;re ' . The erroneous conceptions of the aim and meaning of t}?s
pa’r‘t;‘r fall from our eyes like veils, once we come to know this people.

E i ker for mass meetings,
-adually so transformed myself into a spea - .
}t:hg;tq I becgme practiced in the pathos and the gestures which a great
hall with its thousands of people demands.

For the bourgeoisie anél the intelligentsialpro'lces]t{ a;lgairl;sotw Ztic:ng
i > themselves lack the

view [of propaganda] because they :

abiliti topinﬂuence the masses by thf: spoken wqrd, smc‘e ti}gy h;‘;rg

thrown themselves more and more into purely literary activity

renounced the agitational activity of the spoken word.

He will always let himseif be borne by the great masses 11:;l such a:i \grz:z
that instinctively the very words come to his lips that he nee
speak to the hearts and ninds of his audience.

1f he suspects that theyédo not seem convinced of the soundnesi of
his argument, repeat it over and over with constantly new examples.
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[When a mass rally succeeds,] he himself has succumbed to the mag-
ic influence of what we designate as “mass suggestion,” The will, the

longing, and also the power of thousands are accumulate

d in every
individual.

[At a Marxist disruption of a Nazi meeting,] in a few seconds the
whole hall was filled with a roaring, screaming crowd. The dance
had not yet begun when my sform troopers—for so they were called
from this day on—attacked. Like wolves they flung themselves in
packs of eight or ten again and again on their enemies.

The committee sessions, of which minutes were kept and of which
votes were taken, represented in reality a parliament on a small scale.
When my appointment to the position as first chairman had given
me the necessary authority, this nonsense immediately stopped.

“Well-formed Aryan women,” “always and unflinchingly” “the
gravest and most ruthless decisions” “boundless wrath,” “fanat-
ical intolerance” Jews as a red thread “tying disparate enemies
together,” “pathos and gestures,” “repeat it over and over” “the
disconnection of university professors” “mass suggestion,” “con-
quest of the streets” the “nonsense” of “parliamentarianism.”
The rhetorical and organizational affinities across significant dif-
ferences in agenda, goals, scapegoats, and style between the two
are multiple. Trump does not speak of Aryan women at his rallies;
he parades them as unattainable objects of desire before his fol-
lowers as he repeatedly castigates minorities and disabled people
who do not meet the norms of beauty and normality he projects.
That is why it fit the bill when Trump said about John MccCain,
the wounded Republican senator and prisoner during the Vietnam
War, that he prefers his heroes to be uninjured and unwounded.
He does not single out Jews as “the red thread” to tie disparate

enemies together into one package, though some of his admirers
do head in that direction. He treats Muslims as a thread tying to-

3. Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, trans. Ralph Manheim (New York:

Houghton Mifflin, 1943), 182, 255, 412, 118, 51, 454, 468, 469, 469, 470, 471,
477,479, 505, 543, 588, '
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gether wrath against several constituencies who resist the intense
nationalism and white triumphalism he trumpets unt{lex; the he?d~
ing of “Make America Great Again” with th'e .“Agam’ referru?g
to a fictive picture of the 1950s before plurallz}ng 11'1ovements in
the United States became so active. McCarthyism, in fa?t, was a
powerful movement in the 1950s that attacked .the film industry,
the State Department, labor, and the professoriate as hotb.eds of
communism, Trump incites fanatical intolerance against his own
constituencies of choice: Muslims, Mexicans, the 'news media,
feminists, African Americans, ecologists, the film industry, .afld
the professoriate. Another affinity between Trump an'd .Hlt er
deserves note. Trump has already become fam(.)ug for.}.us impet-
uousness, his narcissism, his instability, and his 1nab1}1ty to pay
attention at briefing sessions. And, as biographers of Hitler kr.m\.v,
Hitler also was impetuous, impatient with briefings, and erratic in
behavior Perhaps a larger study of how ruthlessn'ess, narcissism,
the demand for one-way Joyalty, and grandios.e projects can some-
times hang together in the same personality is neec'leﬂi today. Qne
study we consult in chapter 2 starts down that path in its examina-
tion of “The Manipulative Personality” .
Trump’s speeches, replete with eerie echoes to those Of. th'ler,
are delivered with grandiose bodily gestures, grm?ac‘es, Big I;ws,
hysterical charges, dramatic repetitions, and tot.al‘lstlc assertxon;
that only he can clean up the “mess.” The repetitions, supl?ome
almost every day by tweets, function as si gnal§ that' allow his fans
to hear a cluster of claims each time any one signal is repeate;d.
He often confides to supporters at rallies the%t he Wo.uld 'llke to
beat up protesters, and during his 2016 campaign (which is now
becoming interminable), he repeatedly urged the crowd to turn
and scream at the media “scavengers” and “scum” assembled be-

4. One study that purséxes that jssue with respect to Hitler is Volllc;a;k
Ullrich, Hitler’s Ascent, 18891939 (New York: Alfred Knopf, 2016). I thank

Mort Schoolman for recently calling it to my attention. This book is fuﬂ Of v o
riches relevant to our topic. :
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hind them. If a constituency is “scum,” there are no limits to what
can be done to them at night when no one is watching. His person-
al guards tolerate no protest and are rough on peaceful protesters
often inciting people in the crowd to take violent action of theit"
own. And, at Jeast in aspiration, he joins aggressive speeches to
a shock politics of rapid-firé executive orders to keep the world
roiling.

In the early stages of his campaign, the media, pundits, and
professoriate often underplayed the power of Trumpian rhe’toric
and shock tactics to incite its key target audience: an aggrieved
white working and lower middle class that had too often been
f:r'eated as huddled under a flyover zone by liberals and radicals
in ways that elide the lived struggles they face and the compen-
satory attachments that tempt them. This latter constituency has
been caught for several decades in a squeeze between neoliberal
practices of escalating inequality and worker insecurity, on one
side, and noble pluralizing drives, on the other side, th;t fail to
identify the white working class—many residing in deindustri-
alized Rust Belt states—to be one of the struggling minorities in
nez_ad of support, The distinctive bind into which this constituen-
¢y 1s caught primes many in it to open valves of responsiveness to
Trump as he intensifies and channels their anger along specific
canals.

Some pundits, especially early in the Republican primaries
%'nade. fun of Trump’s speaking style. I hesitate to do so, at least’:
ina dismissive way. His style is not designed first and foremost to
arts?ulate a policy agenda. It draws energy from the anger of its
au’dlence as it channels it. It draws into a collage dispersed anxi-
eties fmd resentments about deindustrialization, race, border is-
sues, immigration, working-class insecurities, trade policies, plu-
ralizing drives, the new place of the United States in the global
economy, and tacit uncertainty about the shaky place of a neolib-
eral culture on this planet. The speech montages then transfigure

these anxieties into anger as they identify convenient targets of
outlet for that anger. Trump’s animated gestures, facial expres-
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sions, finger pointing, strutting, signature phrase clusters, and re-
current twirls around the stage to call out the roaring acclaim of
the audience amplify the words he recites. They incite and direct
anxiety into anger as they recall a time in America in which white
triumphalism felt secure. Each element in a Trump performance
flows and folds into the others until an aggressive resonance ma-
chine is formed that is more intense than its parts.

The montage deepens anger and focuses positive identification
upon an authoritarian, narcissistic figure who aspires to squash
critics and solicit unquestioned acclaim from subordinates and
followers. That is why “loyalty” is always a one-way street for
Trump. In these speeches, you can hear strains of a cultural mel-
ancholy that must not be openly articulated: “Make America
Great, Again” Hitler responded to a world in which Germany
had been defeated, was blocked in its imperial drives, had passed
through a horrendous inflationary spiral, and soon confronted
the ravages of the Great Depression. Trump responds to one in
which old imperial and racist practices soaked in deniability have
encountered deindustrialization and new troubles for recently
entitled white working and middle classes. The differences be-
tween the two regimes and times are very large, to be sure, but
strange echoes are discernible enough to render it feasible to ex-
plore how the campaigns of the latter express affinities to the rhe-
torical strategies of the former.

One reason that the most ardent Trump supporters so far de-
mand so little from him with respect to values they themselves of-
ten propagate about marital life, church attendance, clean speech,
and respect for the disabled is because they are tempted to concur
with his demand that the Leader be exempt from limits ordinary
people are called upon to acknowledge. Another is how the Lies
he tells provide them, too, with hooks upon which to hang several
grievances. Another yetis how those standards are often projected
upon women rather than men. Such a combination may help to
explain the surprise journalists often report when they confromnt
supporters about their tolerance of Trump behavior that they .
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would often not accept in other public figures.’ Beyond that, a
highly dangerous minority, mobilized into dark vigilante and troll-
ing clusters, loves Trump’s behavior and seeks to exacerbate it,
One cluster of demeaning associations in a Trump speech dravs
together the dangers of assertive femininity, minority standing,
non-Christian religions, disability, foreignness, weakness, vul-
nerability, and dissolution so that each item on that line vibrates
with perceived threats posed by the others: now the whole line
fesonates together. Thus Trump’s apparent lapses in sharpness of
argument or linear flow are in fact crucial to the rhetorical style he
forges. Later, when followers hear any of the items to oppose re-
cited by a Trump critic, they can associate jts bearer with every sin
on the list. Critics spouting objections to a particular item can now
be lumped together under the rubric of “political correctness,” a
stopgap phrase designed to halt réceptive communication with
suspects outside the core movement. Of course, it helps Trump
if some advocates of identity politics press a large litany of accu-
sations against the working class without also paying attention to
the grievances that help to render them susceptible to Trump.
The line of negative associations repeatedly tied together by
Trump is then treated as if it can only be overcome by a positive
line between alpha masculinity, ultra-self-assertion, compliant
women, violent gestures, imperwmeable territorial walls, an aggres-
sive unitary nation, and police and military ruthlessness against
losers. That is one reason Trump keeps referring to such alpha-
male symbols as Putin, tough-talking miners, veterans, generals,
and the police. These formulations are punctuated by recurrent
use of vague, positive terms that purport to describe but actually
obfuscate or project: “it will be beautiful” “people say,” “someone

5. For one gripping account of how and why the leader is exempt
from the standards enforced upon the followers in such a movement, see
Sigmund Freud, Group Psychology and the Analysis of the Ego, trans. James
Strachey (New York: W, W, Norton, 1959). We engage his theory of crowd
behavior in the next chapter,
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said,” “a loyal American,” “believe me,” and “nobodx km?w” ar;
favorite tics. “Believe me” is often invoked when he”lS: lying an
invoking authority over his followers. “Nobody knew” is al’fl‘rumi
projection with thin cover, saying that nobody knew h'ea dt; car
was complex or that France was the first ally of the United States
when in fact he did not know until recefltly. '

The hyperaggressive self and the trlumplhant nation arl'e nov&:
called upon to erect the same sharp boundaries, replete w1t'1 pow
erful filters against receptive attention to other pc?rsp.ect%v'es cui
places. That is how Trump’s image of the aggressive md.mdua
and the triumphant, walled nation fit together. The filters, in turnﬁ,
are to be lowered only to receive new infu.sion‘s from the leadil.
Luckily, this latter of Trump’s aspirations is still not fulfilled by
m?;;;rl::el?;s thus become a relatively skilled rheto?ician c1><f a
new aspirational fascism, not a failed teacher or ;?uphc spea ei
Father Coughlin (with a radio audience of 30 million), Josep
McCarthy, George Wallace, Pat Buchanan, Ann Co.ulter, je.an
Hannity, and Sarah Palin, true enough, preceded him, an m(i
deed helped to pave the way for him. But none of them capture
the reins of the state, with its extensive war-making power‘,ﬁ:ourt
appointments, Bully Pulpit, executive o'rders, and survei an;c:
apparatus under their official control. Given the propltxoushc
cumstances for the movement Trump foments, we are perhaps
lucky he is not more skilled. And that s0 far, a variety of 1n;t1tu-
tions and protesting movements have risen to combat the threat

he poses.

Affective Contagion ‘
It is pertinent to highlight how t.he affective con’Faglon Trutmi
propagates infuses the visceral regllster of cultural life among ta ;
get constituencies. That register is itself often marked by con:cetl)a Y
tual cloudiness and affective intensities on tl-‘ne move that{ ca;.l b e
selectively open to coding as they enter into spiral communacatior:ls EE
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with more refined registers of reflection and communication.s The
aggressive gestures, simplifications, Lies, shouts, repetitions, gri~
maces, triumphant circling to register acclaim, and thinly veiled
threats emanating from Trump help to code the visceral register
in ways that do not work as effectively outside a crowd setting or
mass TV audience. Late-nights tweets, extreme executive orders,
warnings against those who resist, and aggressive Hannity inter-
views are then deployed to keep the momentum alive. The tweets
continue to stoke anxiety, transfiguring it into anger against con-
venient figures and constituencies. The chosen targets serve as
pegs because attacks on them do not demand serious changes in
the interlocking orders of democracy and capitalism in ways that
would actually speak to defining problems of the day, The targets
appear vulnerable, the answers easy, if a strong leader assumes
power.

Followers now become inflamed when they hear counterar-
guments against Trump offered by reporters, comedians, pun-
dits, liberals, and professors. Put one way, Trumpian rhetoric,
crowd organization, and shock tactics help to consolidate specific
thought-imbued mermes into the habitus of followers as they si-
multaneously create blocks against attending to discordant facts

and perspectives, The blockages are as important as the inflam-
nations.

6. So it is wise to bypass those who say that “affect theory” defines
affect to be thought free, is grounded in simple determinism, denies inten-
tionality or agency, ignores the intersubjective dimension of cultural Iife,
or treats the brain like a layered cake. (The layered cakes I have eaten don’t
foster spiral commumnications between diverse body-brain registers operat-
ing at different speeds and degrees of thought-imbued, affective intensity as
they receive and synthesize multi modal messages from the world.) Because
many theorists of affective contagion support “panexperienti alism,” in
which many beings outside humanity are said to be equipped with variable
degrees of feeling, agency, and creativity, the misrepresentations in such
portrayals can be breathtaking. Jane Bennett explores the quiet power of

sympathetic, horizontal, affective communications in a book now in prepa-
ration.
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The crowds who love Trump also rebe¥ against the appare;:t
hegemony established elites give to the ert:ten over the oral, ft e
refined over the vernacular, the representational over the per 01;1
mative, and the calm over the agitationa}. The first 1t“er‘n in eac
pair becomes identified with “the establishment” or “liberals on

0asts.” .
th:e\::,e?lfse there is never in actuality a vacuum on the visceral reg-
ister of cultural life, the difficult task now becomes. how to respondi
to Trumpism on all of the visceral and reﬁn'ed registers of cgltura
commitinication, perception, and action-omentec‘i judgment. That
is why I do not only laugh at the Trump rhetorufal style but also
seek to study it so as to devise multiform strategies to c'ounter it.
He stumbles often, but he is not reducible to t.he stumbling, b;xm—
bling character some, at least early on, mad.e him out to be, In'dact,
to call him that is to enrage key male constl’fuents th) often i ‘erlp
tify with the style, tone, and demeanor he displays. His own thinly
veiled vulnerabilities form part of that power, as we shall see more
in the next chapter. '
d(i‘fjlz}i: trlilght momerl;ts, however, laughter and satire in tan-
dem with effective exposés can do noble W()I‘lf, as Steve Colble.:rt,
Saturday Night Live, Sarah Silverman, J immy: Kimmel, and, earlier,
Jon Stewart have taught us. These exaggerations, freeze~fram1ng§,
and satirical repetitions bring out both how Trump‘ works hl;
crude magic on the visceral register of chosen constituents an
how his clownish character could eventually become .somethmfg
to resist. Some satires may be anchored in the assumpth'n that af-
fective communication muét always be transcended, while others
grasp how it must be reforfned as well as transcended. The laZtl:r
are profound, as they shovgr how there. is 1'19ver a vacuum oln ke
visceral register of affective communication. We are also lucky
that innumerable citizens today teach each other how .the Trumfp

strategy is designed, thereby enabling us to counter it mofre e‘i;

fectively. We must, for instance, forewarn each othe}* how utu1;f

Trump stumbles are apt toi; be followed by the cr.eatlon or use o

shocking events to intimidate critics and spur his base. ch>1.1 c
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call this the Reichstag temptation, one that tempts Trump each
and every time a stumble is made.

One agenda for the future is to study further how the rhetor-
ical styles of Hitler, Trump, Putin, Le Pen, and other narcissistic
leaders work in relation to the shock tactics they favor (and prac-
tice when they can). As we do 80, we will also need to heed the
rhetorical counterpowers of talented democratic speakers like, in
the Unijted States at least, Cornel West, Bernie Sanders, William
Barber, Elizabeth Warren, and (sometimes) Barack Obama. The
latter figure camipaigned with democratic eloquence but gov-
erned with bookish reticence—in the face of an extremely hostile
Republican Congress, U.S. Supreme Court, and many state govern-
ments. Trump, we can be confident, will be a perpetual campaign-
er as fong as he remains in office, enacting those aggressive skills
as he seeks to pull the Court, the FBI, the CIA, local police forces,
Fox News, the necliberal elite, and a mélange of vigilante groups
more securely into his orbit. He admires Putin so much, in part,
because the latter combines the politics of the Big Lie with the use
of kompromat and police violence to imprison, torture, or murder
those who challenge him. I Jeave open whether the FBI will be
able to maintain enough integrity to complete its investigation of

the highly probable collusion between the Trump campaign and
Putin,

The Big Lie Scenario

I do not see the current conjuncture as a revolutionary moment
for the democratic Left, even though the continuation of protests,
unruly town hall meetings, court challenges, blog posts, and public
satires form critical parts of the resistance. I do, indeed, fear that it
could become a tevolutionary moment for a fascist Right, though
that is not inevitable, Putin, for instance, could derail Trump by
covertly releasing materials that show how compromised he is. Or
the FBI investigation could bear so much fruit that a Republican
Congress can no longer deflectit. Or Trump could collapse through
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an inordinate mistake. It is, nonetheless, an' ex.tremely dangez;:csl
time. My comments, incomplete and preliminary, are cozound
within such a general understanding, "I‘hese though"cs may sound
irrelevant to those who continue to think that affective co? a;:,the
is something only to overcorrge rather than also to counter on
i ister of cultural life. -
Vls'g‘itié::lziﬁpersuasion draws sign.iﬁcantly upon thta rfpoeg;t;?:
of Big Lies. A Big Lie, such as the birther charge? agami1 o Seen,—
the first African American president; the assertion ;clo : a seen
“thousands of Muslims” on TV celebrate 9/11 when t c;l e v've n X
such celebrations; the campaign charge that the 2,016.231 e.ct;loncwla;_
rigged; the false repetition that he won by a Ia.ncl.slil € zrseistc;m
stant refrain that the media always lies abm.xt him; the p peistent
denial or deflection of Putin electioni hacking; ‘the pr(;mls bat
Mexico will pay for the Wall; the claim that chfnate ¢ -Tlmge 1:‘ :
Chinese hoax; the eventual take bz;lckd(;)f tilhe t:;;*:l;:tzocrl :t:lliif ar
several years of insistence matche . y the ass
;-i;llary Cliri’ton campaign had started 1t;' the chau-'geﬁth'it';1 8?;122
had wiretapped Trump Tower; the assertfon that hls~ r; hundred
days in office have been the most product.lve ever—~~a1be1 a eS 5 o
to provide his aggrieved constituen‘cy with a}ccepta e pgg Sé)nt‘
which to hang the sources of their real grievances an dre ene
ments as they also deny the urgen‘F need of America ‘fo at]ua o
its new position in the :;vvorld7 aI\r;d I14’(5 Vulr;:rsiiael:kril)aginn :ed ol
i e planetary forces.” No Lie mu k to
::icotilrztigshffts in ch character of American capitalism, modes of

7. Tn a June 21, 2017, speech in Towa, the New York %‘ﬁme.; 11 s;ﬁgzlutilm

twelve Trump falsehoods cheerled ;w*xlgztbt); ;t(l:l ff;‘ﬁ)i i t(l*:lye BT
i ited States i highes

Clamlla tha:;zti};f c{g)?g(fgats(: i:\i?;::efue gnd lower for general tax revenue as a
nm.n er‘ ge of gross domestic product), false claims about the Paris climate
o centdbf '-) ﬁla romise to bar immigrants from receiving welfare benﬁﬁts
agl:%e?‘len;;r:lzthaf law was on the books before he took oﬂ"i'ce). “An Adoring )
i(‘);om‘f:i: gﬁd aDozen Thingsf That Aren't True,” New York Times, June 23,

2017, A20.
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consumption and response to galloping climate change; each miust
concentrate the real grievances of the constituency upon vulnera-
ble targets as they fiel the Great Denial flowing underneath them,
Each time a Big Lie is repeated, we must join factual corrections
of it to a more general account of how the Big Lie Scenario works
and what modes of deniability it seeks to protect.® Factual cor-
rection alone is not enough. You mtist show how repetition of the
Scenario creates pegs, helps to code the visceral register of anger,
and channels the resentments of aggrieved constituencies, even
when many Trump supporters themselves doubt the Lie on the
more refined registers of reflective belief. You must show how it
aims to divert attention from other responses to real grievances.
Often enough, a new Big Lie is introduced when new evidence
about Trump’s own participation in collusion or corruption is
about to come forth, as when his charge that the election was be-
ing rigged was shouted out just before Rudi Giuliani intimated to
Fox News that a new intervention in the election was about to ar-
rive from the FBI. It did arrive very soon from Director Comey. Or
the charge that the media js “the enemy of the people” was tout-
ed just when new evidence about the Trump-Putin collusion was
about to go public. Or the repeated charge that CNN reports “fake
news,” which started shortly after some blog sites Trump draws
on had been shown to manufacture news claims out of nothing,
The idea here is to cayterize public outrage by making it seem that
“both sides” say the same thing about the other. A closely related
strategy is to concentrate bombastically on the foolish claim that
the Iran deal was a travesty to draw attention from the fact that He

8. For one earlier account of how thie Big Lie works, see Connolly,
“Donald Tramp and the New Fascism,” The Contemporary Condition (blog),
August 14, 2016, http://contempora1‘yc011dition.blogspot.com/sezlrch/ label
/ Wil]iam%?.OE.%20C011:1011§L For a more extensive discussion of the role of
satire in exposing and countering the work of these scenarios, see Nidesh
Lawteo and William E. ¢ omnoily, “Rhetoric, Fascism and the Planetary” The
Contemporary Condition (blog), July 2017, http://contemporarycondition
.blogspot.com/ZOl7/07/rhetoric-{ascisn1~and~p]anetaly.html.
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refuses to take action to avoid the re’pe.tition of I_{us.sizm 1ntervertl;
tions in American elections. The Big Lie Scenario 1s a stra}tegy
undermine evidence-based claims, create false equwalerass, szz
confusion, divert attention, promote‘ a‘cceptanc.e of fl.fltlt horitari
rule, and legitimize a shock wave politics of raPld shi 5. e
Another ruse is eventually to giveup a ]?1g Lie whel? 1.t no ;) g !
works or is not needed, doing so by placing responmbxh;{y.to;alc :
origin on an opponent—as Trump did on the day he. ';00 i Dack
that Clinton had started the birther controversy. Hl.t er pu Z
similar tactics, particularly during the early days of h'1$ rcl-_;gu:. I;in
Again, soon enough, Trump is apt. to su%)port Lies yiﬂz_t1 thg
advantage of a shocking event, as Hitler c.hd earlyt cl)nt.w e
Reichstag fire, the burning down of the Welm.ar legisla m; bulld-
ing that provided him with a pretext tcl establish permaf:e e mar-
tial law. To expose the Big Lie Scena.rio, you must recite t,. rﬁe -
edly how it works on the visceral re.g1ster of culture 0\:3.11’. 1 < o
undermine a democratic culture of 11‘1f0%*med afcco.unfa 1111t3£, ow
the endless repetition of such Lies is linked 1ntr1n31c§ y (:1 e
Reichstag temptation, and how a political f:ultu}‘e base d}l[;(;ts he
rapid circulation of rumors ungro-unded in evidence fIV o
tention from key issues as it hands increasing degrees of po
o run the rumor machine. ' .
thOI: e;:i’lbe possible over ﬁxﬂe to negctlte the Big L.le Scenario. Z&tflhcy-r
and how? Well, one reason is that the kind of rhetoric Trl.n;:.p preTdugll
es combines intense attractiéon tohim ffro;ln sl,(lipp(:;';lersn v;flllt Pz;;filf -
ulsion against the terms of that identification. '
IS‘Z::(;O i;‘re It)his is thg internial conflict in p.lay .between the domm?:;
desire of an aggrieved conistituency to give itself to Fhea’lfgulr};; "
crowd through identiﬁcatic’;n with the. leader arfd a resxdu‘ ) e131.x;n o
maintain a degree of self-aujtonomy joined to evidence-based claims.

9. 1 note here a superb essay b)( Nidesh Law‘t(m or} 'ﬁ])e a]ni];f?;;}:j otl;
affective contagion, in which attraction and a.resujlue 0 1e1311111 lst mtend o
come into play together. See L‘;zmlrtoo, “The Mm}etl; g 1ro;)nm y:
against (New) Fascism” (unpubhshed manuscript, .
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So counterrepetitions of just how the Big Lie Scenario works may
help to prepare people for the day when that residual repulsion
against authoritarianism surfaces. Another related reason is that
many who voted for Trump were shaky in doing so, They were not
that happy with either candidate. So they took a leap in the dark
for the one they did not know rather than falling again for a safer,
neoliberal democrat whose propensities to ignore them they knew
all too well.
These considerations provide some reason to hope that while
Trump supporters may resist exposés and countertactics in the
early going, new events and future failures could encourage a larg-
er segment of this constituency to allow previously suppressed
doubts to crystallize. Such a delayed response, for instance, did
occur during the Nixon years with respect to Watergate, Few had
been willing to listen to the abundant evidence about Watergate
until well after the Nixon-McGovern election. Later, polls report-
ed that a large majority said they had voted for the Democrat—
who had in fact lost by a historic margin. A similar combination
occurred during the tennre of George W. Bush with respect to Iraq.
As acritic of the Trag War before it started, I participated in sever-
al large demonstrations, srall vigils, and public postings shunned
by most citizens at the time. There is reason to believe, however,
that the shadowy doubts opened by the repetition of such actions
by activists at multiple sites helped to sharpen the public rebuke
against Bush and the war once it finally began to gather steam. It
definitely helped to stiffen the backs of military dissidents and re-
porters who insisted upon reporting some of the horrific events
during that war that the Bush administration tried so hard to cov-
er up—a rapid crystallization of previously suppressed doubts.

Class and Charisma

It is pertinent to see how the white working and lower middle
classes now sit on the razor’s edge of time as they cope with the
devastating effects of deindustrialization and the relative dearth
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of vibrant voices on the democratic Left who ‘have spol.cen in-
tensely to their grievances, My working-class swter——‘to cite 1one
revealing instance—tried in November 201.6 to organize E-mh? .ec—
tion night party among Democratic voters in the Flint, ch .1ga(;1,
area, only to find that most of her erstwhile Democratic friends
had “sold out” to Trump. Her retired husband had a few.years
earlier been included with thousands of other.GM retirees 1~1'l1 f(;r—
feiting 40 percent of his monthly retirement income as part (L a
bankruptcy program to save General Motors. Inm‘lmerable ?t e;
retired workers in several manufacturing corpoYanons have face
similar, almost silent fates. There was way too little clamor abm.Jt
that devastating event, and others like it, from the dem(?cratlc
Left. T understand how ugly activities emanating from pqrtmns of
this class can discourage attempts to appreciate 1ts_: real.graevances,
as many of its members find themselves _and their children mov-
ing from a relatively recent period of entitlement to one of gr]iat—
er insecurity and loss of confidence in a futul:e that can speak to
them. “Make America Great, Again” speaks Vlscera_lly to them. It
is, to me, almost miraculous that my lli‘l{nt—a.rea relatl'ves held 01'1t
against the Trump machine after receiving little p1._1b11c s.upport 1;1
opposing the silent injustices they and so many in their gener
ituation have faced. '
Sltfltxlzge cadre of the white working clas's supporte.d Trump in
the 2016 election. So did 82 percent of white evangelicals, a }arge
portion of whom are located in the working and lo.v\(er middle
classes. But that crowd also contains a reserve of citizens who
could turn against him if and when they see %1(‘3w he ‘has corn?ed
them. This will be so, however, only if more crm'cal voices 0utsndfe
the working class speak forcefully to its real grievances and suf-

fering while simultaneously supporting other minorities in even

recarious and vulnerable positions.
m(;?i%l:liixgiore more closely in chapter 3 hmiv strateg.ies to fo}d
vibrant drives to ega]itafianism into democrm‘:lc pluralism coudd 5
work to draw large sections of the white working and lower mi - :
dle classes back into a pluralizing culture.
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Such changes are valuable in themselves. They also promote
intraclass connections across multiple minorities who would
all benefit from them. Single mothers, working-class African
Americans, same-sex couples in the working class, and lower-
income minorities of all sorts who hold underwater mortgages

and face retirement squeezes would benefit together from such
general policies, setting the stage for formation of more positive
connections. When pluralism js joined much more obdurate-
Iy to class egalitarianism, it becomes both more noble and more
resilient—particularly when a large corps of pluralist leaders in
different positions develop and enact rhetorical skills bolstering
the horizontal pulls of democratic fife.

Would such changes ease the way for more working-class whites
to accept the new position of America in the world, as they also over-
come evasions of institutional racism and the galloping pressures of
climate change? I do not know, I do know that many in these situa-
tions afready resist such temptations, and I suspect that these new
Initiatives could increase the odds that such messages would be ab-
sorbed by a larger portion. Tt can also be hoped that more of those
outside this class who are repelled by the strains of ugliness within
this constituency will come to discern more closely the grievances
that foster temptations to that ugliness. It is a shaky time,!

The ugliness finding ample expression today in sections of the
white working class must no longer be deployed as a reason to ig-

10. One post by me in 2011 in the Contemporary Condition was
called “Aspirational Fascism.” It is how reprinted in Common Dreams,
October 4, 2011, http;//wmv.commondreams‘org/views/ZOll/ 10/04
/aspirational-fascism, Some critics of my ideal of pluralism may have
thought that it underplays the dangers of our time and makes pluralism
sound too easy. I suggest that they consult chapter 3, “Fundamentalism
in America,” in my An Ethas of Pluralization (Minneapolis: University of
Minnescta Press, 1995). The text also explores the need to bring pluralism
and egalitarianism much closer together. Chapters 4 and 6 explore why
drives to pluralization are so hard to promote with respect to African
Americans and Amerindians in this society.
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nore its actual grievances. The idea is to call out expressions of
racism, militarism, climate denialism, and misogyfly when you
encounter them as you simultaneously demand positive respons-
es to legitimate working-class grievances. Show. h'ow reas?nal?le
solutions to them are compatible with a pluralizing, egalitarian
culture. The task is to define the pluralizing Left anew as an ally of
the white working and lower middle classes as it sxmultaneous'ly
retains strong support for the rights and needs of othta-r.constlt—
uencies who are often suffering even more. The pluralizing Left,
indeed, simmers with such potentiality. .
Hopefully, it has become clear to more on tI'*le de{noc@nc Left
how necessary it is to move a variety of pluralizing minorities clos-
er to a larger segment of the working class. For the lat'ter class,
once you take into account relative inco'me .Ievel, e(%ucatmn level,
type of work, degree of job security, relative income increases over
a career, and declining retirement prospects, has 1tself become a
minority. This becomes even more obvious when you discern how
what was once a decent wage in the United States has now become
less so as the infrastructure of consumption has evolyecri tc') n.mke
it more expensive to make ends meet than heretofore This is an
ey minority, too.
ai’iﬁ)e[:,eefcllﬂly, too,q‘fhat clarity has not arrived too Ie?te to counter
the hold Trump has gained over a large swath of this clafss, led by
those on its evangelical, military, veteran, rural, and pol'lce e.dges.
The Hillary Clinton campaign, again, missed the boat in this re-
spect, even if the Democratic platform she was pressed to enact

11. T explore how an evolving in.frastruc?ure of consumpt'ion' pla.ce:c;f
pressures on the working and middle classes in Conn.olly, F?'apz fahsrg (;1(;18)
Christianity, American Style (Durham, N.C.: Duk-e University Pr ];ess, N
chapter 4, So income figures, taken alone,_arc»:. mlsleach.ng; theﬁr .E.!CO‘I.I)E:
more 50 when you take into account relative job security, authoritar lﬁnd
bosses, educational opportunities, retiremen? options, mortgages pul 'etb .
underwater by bad state policies, and health insurance costs. :/&dcla§sm1 c:; L
that captures this phenomenon in a complementary way is Fre ers.c. h, T
Social Limits to Growth (London: Blackwell, 1977). iy
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by Bernie supporters—and supposed to represent in the election—
made modest gestures in this direction.

I a dissident movement is to acquire momentum, the democratic
Left must also identify more young leaders in multiple settings who
are charismatic in democratic ways and who can inspire large con-
stituencies as they counter the appeal of Trumpian authoritarian
charisma. For Trump is a charismatic adversary whose rhetorical
effectiveness has not vet been measured adequately by enough of his
critics. He and Hitler are both right about one thing: there is a ten-
dency in the professoriate to downplay the role of rhetoric in poli-
tics and the ubiquitous importance of the visceral register of culture
to public life, We often love writing more than speech. There is thus
a corollary reticence to working hard enough to counter a rhetoric
organized around authoritarian leadership, militarism, whiteness,
and aggressive national assertion with another mode that draws on
our higher angels to encourage horizontal modes of organization
and an ethos of presumptive generosity as it articulates the differen-
tial class, regional, and urban dangers of rapid climate change.

We both need to learn more abour Trump and to rebut his rhe-
torical style with positive styles of engagement. Bernie Sanders
shined a bright light here, too. For visceral group identifications
do not always and only pass throtigh the filter of a narcissistic
leader, as a few steeped in Freudianism may think, They can also

be mediated by horizontal connections on both the visceral ahd
refined registers of cultural life—connections forged across a va-
riety of associational meetings, church assemblies, blogs, fami-
ly gatherings, classrooms, neighborhood groups, school boards,
tavern conversations, unions, and so on—as we forge reciprocal
ties of presumptive generosity and care 2 Charismatic, pluraliz-
ing, egalitarian leaders support such horizontal connections and

12. If the visceral register of cultural life is ineliminable, and if plural-
ists must find ways to infuse it with presumptive generosity as it simulta-
neously works on the more refined registers of cultural life, the question
of manipulation immediately rears its head. Here is one thing I said about
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infusions in the ways they provide Democratic leadership.’® It.is
possible to improve the internal ethos of the U.n%ted‘States while
coming to terms more nobly with its new cond.ltlon‘ in the worlc.l,
even if the probabilities may point in another direction. Indeed, it

‘is imperative to try to accomplish both together, because failure

to do so risks unleashing the vast military power of' the country
in a series of destructive wars that could be calamltou,s for the
world. Think merely of how climate change—a gathermg ?1211.1-
etary force massive in destructive power—is subject to denl’fxl in
part because those who seek to return to an olfl “greatnes§ are
told that such a return requires the modes of industry, mining,
imperial power, triumphalism, and fossil fuel energy that pow-
ered growth the last time around. o

Trump’s attack upon the media and the pro‘fessorlate is -Stlftle_
gically chosen in this respect. His tweets calling the media “the
enemy of the people” and carriers of “fake .nevvs” n}ust ne\fer be
treated lightly. Above all, this is not a site, if there is any Smf: at
which the Left should seek to “accelerate the contradictions” of
the order to speed up its collapse.* The latter route, however un-
intentionally, is a route to fascism.

this near-dilemma in an earlier essay: “How can one pfarﬂc19atc; 1In such .
strategies without becoming an énvoy of lel]tlll‘al mampulatmn; Iiuppm
a three tiered strategy: You expose the tactics of those who Flon Tt fi}’n- |
selves call attention to them; you introduce counter-strategies of'(t:-u‘ tur ; :
corporeal infusion attached to a more generous vision of public 11‘ e an 3eou
publicize as you proceed how these counterstrateg:ef th{emselveb impmlgl
upon the affectively rich, nonconscious layers of life” William E. Connolly,
“Bxperience and Experiment,” Daedalus, Sum}ner 200?, 74. oeical
13. Romand Coles, in Visionary Pragmatism: Radlc.al anfi Ecologica o

Democracy in Neoliberal Times (Dtlrhmn, N.C.: Duke Umver?:mf Pressil? Itl)é \
effectively charts strategies to generate anew counterresonance mzac]c X
one that works simultaneously oh the visceral and refined registers o
(«“ltu{i 1;fcimcur with the critique of “acceleratiom'slm” advanced by
Deborah Danowski and Eduards Viveiros de Castro in ZZ:‘ he Ei'fds ojlr t‘het on
World (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2017), 50-57. T.hey say, :I‘he accz(ei -e:ig i ot
alists basic intuition is that a certain world, which has already en c. ;T :
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Trump’s goal is to trap the media in a bind: he hopes he can
win if the media evades the charges he makes; he hopes he can
win if they reply simply by correcting the evidence when he end-
lessly accuses them of fake news, The best strategy, perhaps, is to
keep exposing how the Big Lie works, to respond with evidence-
based claims to each Lie as ybu also explain why he pursues it, to
play up dramatically how critical a press free from state control
or intimidation is to a democratic society, and to explore the real
and neglected grievances of those constituencies most tempted
to embrace Trump tweets. Yes, the media often deserves intense
criticism from the democratic Left for jts softness on a neolib-
eral corporate culture, but the Left must also expose and attack
Trumpian intimidation of it. Tt recently seemed unwise to me,
forinstance, when a few on the Left reenforced Trump and Putin
denials of the Putin intervention in the election with statements
that came close to describing this as fake news. The media and
professoriate will both be vicious targets of Trump attacks for
the next four years (at least), as he deflects attention from his
probable collusion with Putin and the failure of his policies to
uplift the working class. It is possible for critics on the Left to
chew gum and walk at the same time, in this case, to hold the me-
dia accountable as you also defend it against vicious Trumpian
assaults that could get worse as his false promises continue to
encounter harsh realities.

I have doted a bit on the working class not because it could
today become the center of a new movement toward egalitari-
an democracy oriented to both pluralism and the new plane-
tary condition. We do not inhabit a Fordist era in which much
of the working class is centered in large factories. That class is
fnow even more dispersed geographically and underorganized
into unions. It is often distributed in small clusters in fast-food

finish ending, that is, fully actualize its inexistence. . . . After the apocalypse,
the Kingdom” (51).
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restaurants, shopping mall stores, janitorial duties, farm work,
small factories, prison work, security assignments, subordinate

. administrative duties, hospital services, and so on. Moreover, its
~ dispersed distribution makes it easier for those outside those cir-

cumstances to ignore or deny its grievances, as they look merely

- at yearly income statistics and fail to register how differences in

lifetime income and an evolving infrastructure of consumption

| ‘make it harder for many with apparently decent incomes to make

ends meet. Its very dispersion, disorganization, and uneven geo-
distribution, however, mean that, intelligently engaged, it could

~ also forge indispensable elements in a vibrant pluralism that has

been on the move for a while without its active involvement, a
pluralism that can also constitute a key bulwark against aspi.ra-
tional fascism. That is why it is wise to appreciate the working
class today as one dispersed minority among others.

If and when we speak to the higher angels of the working class,
we might help to consolidate a vibrant pluralist e'lssenTblage al-
ready in motion organized around several sexualities, diverse re-
ligious creeds, a few class positions, ethnicities, urba.n and rural
locations, and “races”—all assembled in part to realize a better
society and in part to defeat aspirational fascism. -

There is little doubt that such an agenda faces deep difficul-
ties of achievement in the United States, especially with respfect
to speaking to the grievances of African Americans and' Native
Americans. But that does not mean that the difficult drive to a
more egalitarian pluralism should be scrapped in favor of a drive
to a more centered nation. The latter agenda, as fascist perver-
sions of it show, is both more dangerous and filled with its own
exclusionary drives. It meéns, rather, that the struggle must both
be intensified and rendered more creative. It is important to recall

.. again that one hallmark of the early drives to fascism in Europe

was the replacement of real diversity with a fraudulent pIuraﬁfy'
organized from the top down. Another was the tendency of pri-
vate finance, large corporations, and market ideologues to endorse
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a fascist movement once it became powerful.”® To them, the pro-
spective alternatives were worse,

If and as an egalitarian pluralist assemblage becomes mobilized
sufficiently to make impressive advances, it might then strive to
transfigure the existing order into a distinctive kind of democrat-
ic socialism, one that places eeology, egalitarianism, plurality, and
critical responsiveness to new constituencies high on the agenda.

Iwill focus on these issues in the last chapter, without claiming
to give a definitive response to them. But before we get there, it is
imperative to dig more deeply into how affective communication
works and how specific regimes of relational bodily disciplines
can open a constituency to some modes of rhetorical influence and
insulate it against others. I do not claim we will grasp fully how the
interplay between rhetoric and bodily discipline works. T do sug-
gest that an understanding of how broadband pluralism and dem-
ocratic politics can work together also requires attention to how
fascist movements work on the visceral register of culture. For
intense devotees of aspirational fascism may grasp intersections
between the refined and visceral registers of public life better than
some devotees of democracy and pluralism do. Is that because too
many democrats foolishly act as if affective contagion flows only

through authoritarian and fascist movements?

15. We note simply that von Mises, Friedman, and Hayek, all early
theorists of neoliberalism, also accepted fascism at strategic moments as a
way to protect a regime from either democratic socialism or Bolshevism:
von Mises in Nazi Germany, Friedman in Pinochet’s Chile, and, late in life
Hayek with respect to Chile.

Bodily Practicés and Fascist
Modes of Attunement

7 Fascism and Class

In a commanding book titled Social Policy in the Third Reich: The

i Working Class and the National Community, Timothy Mason ex-

plores Nazi relations to the working class duri.ng iFs rise to power
in Germany and, to some extent, after consolidating that power.
He calls manual workers a class rather than a group be(?ause they
stand in a conflictual relation with the owners of capital rather
than being merely one segment in a larger, organic order.

Class conflict was intense from 1918, when Germany lostl the
war, to 1934, when Hitler consolidated power over the regime.
The conflicts between communists and social democr:%ts, on one
side, and Nazis, on the other, involved a lot of street violence, as
Nazism arose during an epoch of “acute class conflict throughout
Western Europe, when relations between capiAtai and iab?ur, 1feft
and right, were the axis of public affairs.”" A highly organized in-

" dustrial working class, indéed, posed the major mode of resistance
o against the rise and eventual domination of Nazism.

Mason does not argue, however, that industrial capitalists be-

camea ruling class after the Nazi victory, with the fascists merely

‘painting a varnish on top of class rule. He is too subtle for that.
" “In broad agreement with Franz Neumann, he says tl?at .the cap-
 italist industrial elite adjusted to fascism to protect its 1f1terest's
- and that the Nazis carried out aggressive war and imperial p?_ll-
~“cies as it decimated Jews, Romani, homosexuals, and labor union

1. Tim Mason,SocialPoIiicy in the Third Reich: The Working Class and :
the National Community: 1918-1939 (London: Bloomsbury, 1993), 284. .

&l
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leaders—in ways that wildly exceeded the necessities of capitalist
maintenance. It was thus a terrible misnomer of history to allow
the phrase “national socialism” to stick, because Nazism actually
turned a new leaf in the rocky histoiy of capitalist regimes. .
Mason also discusses Germany’s “dual state,” in which the reg-

ular state bureaucracy was matched and dominated by Party or-
ganizations monitoring them.? He is well aware, too, of numerous
Party units that paralleled and monitored urban police activity,
labor groups, education, and family life, though he may fail to reg-
ister closely enough the relevance of fascist drives to adjust the
“social pluralism” and “social interests” of that day to the need for

anew kind of pluralism today. He shows how Party controls trans-

formed numerous constituencies into Party-controlled subsidiar-
ies, even those these attempts did not succeed perfectly.

Hitler thought, Mason says, that his rule required him to avoid
repetition of the working-class “stab in the back of 19187 It was
a “stab” because, without the revolt of the working class late in
the war, Hitler contends, Germany would have won, So after being
appointed to office in 1933, Hitler sought to bring the labor move-
ment under full control to avoid a second “stab in the back” Its
leaders must be eliminated until this body—which would become
a “rabble” without its “head”—lost that head. Only then cotild
massive programs of labor reeducation be enacted. Part of the
Mason book is devoted to the task of explaining how this agenda
was resisted passively after Hitler came to rule,

In its first version, then, published in 1978, Mason interprets the
working class to have been subdued by Hitler, but he concludes
that it did not buy actively into the regime’s aggressive imperi-

2. The phrase dual state, I believe, was coined by Max Fraenkel in The
Dual State: A Contribution to the Theory of Dictatorship (1942; repr., Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2017). The dual state was one in which the Nazi
Party organized parallel units to monitor diverse constituencies, localities,
and state institutions. So rule by the Fithrer and rule of law became progres-
sively fused, allowing the regime to draw on traditional norms of obedience
to the law to sustain itself,
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1 alism, intense racism, or death camps. Did Mason’s c.ounterldeal
i of collectivism spawn gaps in his reading of the relation l_aetwleen
' Nazism and the responses of some segments of the working class
" to it after the Hitler takeover? Did these 1de£.lls ‘_cernpt some .to
 switch allegiance, under pressure, from an ege-ahtarlan community
" to a racial Volk community? If so, are oither 1de.als and prz.u:tlc?es
" better suited to inoculating a regime against fascist temptations?

‘Well, when Mason returned to reap}?raise his o*::vn s‘ct;d}ifq twel(\iri
years later, he found it to have been ins;ghtfu.l but “deeply z]wved .—
‘Working-class movements had resisted Nazism, but afteli t he ef
feat of its leaders in the mid-1930s and the ext}“eme escalation o
racist rhetoric, demands, and policies, a portion of that class—

- particularly in rural areas and small towns—did l.)econ?e' active
= supporters of the movement. The Nazi drive to anti-Semitism, on
= Mason’s first account, had been “a matter of insignificance to the

German Working Class,” meaning that they did not join into the

- movement with enthusiasm.? He now notes, however, how')v the
" new, aggressive “social racism” had crossed class boundaries by
b

the mid-1930s. The “Nazi eugenics” that had Vil.iﬁed Jews, ho;no—
sexuals, Romani, and the mentally ill, as it assocx.a_ted labor lea er;
and communists with them, also “erected a Posmve stereo.ty‘[‘JE o
the useful, worthy members of the commuruty.’."1 It was thl'S z;)t-
tery” of good German citizens in the name <.)f racial commun(lityr— 3_/
contrast to those vehemently defined as vile, jcreacherous, eg,eflllﬂ
erate, and scum—that Mason now says functioned as a p.rower
force of conversion to varying degrees across classes. Nazism now

. both flattered those defined to be Aryan and made them eager to
i avoid falling into any of the degenerate categories. That combina-

. C
‘tion allowed the regime to promulgate its own “classless soc1et¥ :
one in which true Germans could be united in racial commonlallty
reaching across the socinl hierarchy. The Nazi image of a class-

3. Mason, Social Policy, 278.
4. Ibid., 282.
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less society was designed to displace the images of collectivism
advanced by social democrats and communists.

But what encouraged Mason to underplay the class transcen-
dence of Nazism in the first version of the book, particularly since
some theories of “totalitarianism” had recorded this phenomenon
before his study came out? Arendt provides one example here, as
Mason himself now notes in the appendix to his book. Writing in
the 1950s, Arendt explores how Nazism aimed at a classless soci-
ety in which the retention of hierarchy was to be transcended by
“classless” identification with the racial Volk.

Here is what Mason says about this issue in the later appendix:
“approaches and theories have their emotional foundations, and
I have always remained emotionally, and thus intellectually, para-
lyzed about what the Nazis did and what their victims suffered.”s
This stark and honest statement could doubtless be interpreted in
a few ways. Certainly it includes regret that he had not penetrated
to the core of the class distribution of the social phenomenon he
sought to help ward off in the future. I also sense it to manifest a
belated admission of how the social ideal that consumes a think-
er infiltrates into the modes of explanation offered. It may indicate,
specifically, how Mason’s ideal of communitarianism had inhibited
him from appreciating deeply enough the multiclass attractions of

Nazism once the Marxist ideal of collectivism had been defeated.

Mason belatedly acknowledges a feature of political thought to
which genealogy must attend. The ideal one harbors slides into
the explanatory work one does. And, sometimes, you must work
on recejved explanatory assumptions and ideals together upon en-
countering unexpected events. The advent of fascism is one such
event. This issue may make a difference to the work on Nazism by
Neumann and Marcuse too.

A more “thorough” account of the attractions of Nazism—if
there can be such a thing as a thorough account—would explore

5. ibid.
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the role that Jews as bankers, store owners, merchants', and 50
" on, were constrained to play as the “face” an exploitative capi-
._ -talism displayed to struggling workers and the mid.dle cl?ss, the
subordinate place Germany held in a European 1mper.1a1 sys-
tem in which other states had already exploited co]on_les out-
side Europe, American participation in colonialism _ztbrf)ad and
genocide and endocolonialism at home against Amen‘nchans and
African Americans that both brought immense suffermg to both
and provided testing grounds for techniques anfi practices later
rolled into fascist regimes,® the rampant inflation after World
War I that devastated workers in Germany, the devastations of the
Great Depression, and other things yet. Others have p1‘1rsued these
themes effectively. Though, as Karl Polanyi reviews in The Grefzt
Transformation, numerous fascist movements were launched in
response to the grimness of the Great Depression, and only a few
succeeded. o
It is important to note, additionally, how difficult it is to assess
the sentiments of the working class after Hitler took power. Here
is one thing Hitler himself said about the takeover of young boys
who were drawn into his crganizations: “These boys join our or-
ganization at the age of ten and get a breath of fresh air for the
first time; then four years later, they move from the Jungvolk to the
Hitler Youth and then we keep them for another four years. And
then we are even less prepared to give them back into the hands

6. This is one of many virtues to be found in Hannah Arendt, The
Origins of Totalitarianism, Part I1I (New Y9r1(: Harcourt, 1?68), where iﬂm
reviews how imperial powers tested techniques and Practlces. of co!om
power in foreign territories eventually brought back into Fhe 1mpeleal
centers themselves. The American treatment of }‘\mermdlans promde§ one
compelling example. The original text came out in 19?1. Alex Bard'er, HJ;I
Empire Within: International Hierarchy and Its Imperial Laboratories (h ew
York: Routledge: 2015), extends this account. He shows how many tf:c.. -I' P
niques of power, discipline, and surveillance Foucault explores in Dzsgzp irte
and Punish, trans. Alan Sheridan (New York: Pantheon Books), were first H
tested in colonial hinterlands before being brought back to the home fron'f. _
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of those who create our class and status barriers, rather we take
them into the Party, into the Labor Front, into the SA or the SS,
and so on?’

It is not easy, then, to assess how spontaneous, imposed, or ma-
nipulated the growth of support for Nazism was. Mason saw that.
Nonetheless, this fact might encourage us to dig more deeply into
dimensions Mason himself did not emphasize: the role of relation-
al bodily disciplines in predisposing some constituencies to fas-
cism and the possible relation between the social ideals competing
for attention at one time and the susceptibility to fascism, Classical
liberalism, communism, social democracy, and Nazism competed
for primacy after World War I in Germany, What would have hap-
pened if multifaceted, egalitarian pluralism had been actively on
the agenda? We will tap in to the question of bodily attunements
in the remainder of this chapter and turn to the potential of a (cor-
rected) pluralist ideal to counter fascist ideals of the ruthless self
and the aggressive nation in chapter 3.

Group Psychology?

What encourages specific constituencies, when a situation is
fraught, to embrace fascist appeals? Some theorists may respond
to this question by generalizing the risk of negative affective con-
tagion too radically. They may focus on the issue of fascist conta-
gion, as they should, but risk losing sight of the positive modes of
affective communication a democratic, pluralist culture requires
to sustain itself across multiple differences. Avoidance of the es-
sential ambiguity of affective communication, if pursued too far,
can itself become tethered to austere ideals of politics. These aus-

7. Quoted in Robert O. Paxton, The Anatomy of Fascism {(New York:
Vintage Books, 2004), 143-44. This book is admirable in several ways, in-
cluding for its ability to grasp how working-class support for Nazism grew,
even though there continued to be more passive resistance within this class
than within several others.

Bodily Practices and Fascist Modes of Attunement 37

tere practices, in the face of historic shocks, can boomerang back

1o foster fascist movements. Thus drives to a politics of austerity—
classical liberalism, individualism, and neoliberalism may provide
“diverse candidates for such a designation—can inadvertently open
'a window to fascist contagion when an austere program joined to
_the demand for mass apathy runs into a crisis it is not resilient
“enough to manage. Such a combination can spawn a disaffected

segment of the populace vulnerable to fascist appeals during a de-

_pression, deindustrialization, or intense refugee pressures in the

wake of a civil war or drought. Indeed, a pluralist ideal itself di-
vorced from economic egalitarianism can do so too, as we shall
explore in the next chapter.

Marcuse, in that early essay noted earlier, issued such a charge
against the classical liberalism of his day—a mode of liberalism that
looks a lot like the neoliberalism of today. He may, however, have him-
self responded to the dangers of mass neglect, austerity, and coldness
by underestimating the signal importance democratic, egalitarian
pluralism can play in both warming up life and insulating it from fas-
cist infusions. Certainly no social ideal rises entirely above such dan-
gers when disruptive events roll in fast. But there may well be signifi-
cant differences between social ideals on this score,

Do we need a positive theory of mimetic communication that
both helps to counter such dangers and opens the door to a gen-
erous ethos of engagement between multiple constituencies as it
does? My sense that this is%so encourages me to pass through and

“beyond Freud’s admirable attempt to think crowd contagion in
quasi-universal terms, as he}, for the most part, seeks a social order
that rises above the politics of affective contagion. The tight rope to
“walk in this domain may thus be more delicate than even Freud’s
balancing act suggests.
In Group Psychology and the Ego, published in the restless year
" of 1921, before the Hitler nfiovement had become extremely po?v ‘.
erful, Freud rehearses theéfimpressive theory of crowd contagion”
advanced by Gustav Le Bon:
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“The most striking peculiarity presented by a psychological group is
the following: Whoever be the individuals that compose it, however
like or unlike be their mode of life, their occupations, their character
or their intelligence, the fact that they have been transformed into
a group puts them in possession of a sort of collective mind which
makes them feel, think, and act in a manner quite different from that
which each individual of them would feel, think, and act were he in
isolation.” And as Le Bon also says, “the individual forming part of a
group acquires, solely from numerical considerations a sentiment of
invincible power which allows him to yield to instincts which, had
he been alone, he would have perforce lost under restraint”*

Crowd contagion is said by Le Bon to be both a mysterious anhd
a powerful force. Set aside for the moment how you might resist
attractions at, say, a Trump, Mussolini, Hitler, Palin, or Le Pen ral-
ly. Think, first, of sports, musical, protest, religious, or comédic
events to which you were mildly predisposed before you arrived
and then found yourself completely carried away with crowd fer-
vor. As I'was the first time I heard the Talking Heads in a concert.
Now we are talking. Such crowd formations, says Le Bon, draw out
instincts that otherwise would simmer in the background. Freud,
in his engagement with Le Bon, pounces on the word “instinet.

I will, to elaborate Le Bon and Freud a bit, portray an instinct
to be an unconscious, purposive tendency to action that can be ac-
tivated by a social trigger.’ A young woman who looks a lot like
your mother when she was young might call up something that
leads you, say, to stare a trifle too long as she sits nearby. An uncan-
ny relation between trigger, instinct, and behavior, Or simmering

8. Freud, Group Psychology, 7, 9.

9. The question of how instincts can be socially incorporated even if
there is no master list of basic or primary instinets with significant speci-
ficity is explored in William E. Connolly, Facing the Planetary: Entangled
Humanism and the Politics of Swarming (Durham, N.C.: Duke University
Press, 2017), chapters 2 and 3. The place of creativity is addressed there too,
So when we explore Theweleit’s account of soldierly disciplines that foster
the “armored male,” it will be important to bear in mind how unconscious
instinets, once incorporated, carry along with them mini modes of agency
and capacities to join other instincts in creative productions.
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resentment against a rising minority that challenges the historic
" experience of white entitlement might be intensified in a crowd
- setting by a leader who stokes it relentlessly with an inflammatory
~ speech. Here the leader and crowd together amplify a shared set of
“anonymous instincts. But how did the instincts themselves, hover-
“ing below conscious attention, come into being? Is it time for some
" heavy theory lifting?

- Freud thinks he has a better theory of instincts than Le Bon. The
~theory in this specific book, at least, locates the organization of in-
stinctual life first in patriarchal family life and more deeply yet in
-the inheritance of archaic memory traces that are too fragmentary
 to take the shape of explicit recollections. Repression thus plays a
- key role in shaping instincts, in governing them, and in setting them
“up for release.

Some who resist Freudian theory may be tempted to relinquish
the theme of unconscious instincts at this point in favor of reducing
the world to the play of diverse “social interests” or, alternatively,

" pursuing a rational order in which collective deliberation replaces

" or rises above such appeals. Another route to a revision of Freud,
however, is to emphasize the importance of unconscious instincts
to individual and collective life, to contest his general theory of their
basic origin and shape, and to explore the fraught relation between
the organization of cultural dispositions and the formation of in-

- stincts. Now instincts are acknowledged to be real, but their cultural
specificity depends to a significant degree upon bodily disciplines

- and rituals specific to a régime or constituency. Those consolidat-

- ‘ed can then be activated through affective contagion. That is pretty

~much the approach adopted by Klaus Theweleit, to be considered

‘shortly. Retain instincts; reconfigure Freud’s theory.

Freud contends that psychoanalytic theory is superior to both

" rationalist theories that underplay the potential power of instincts,

" crowds, and the Fiihrer pf‘inciple and to theories of crowd behavior

 that fail to come to terms with the generic structure of instinctive

:. life. Le Bon, in short, poses the right issues in Freud’s view, but he -

_'needs a deeper theory of the origin, role, and power of instincts. -
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What, then, is the group mind? Well, Freud says, “Le Bon him-
self shows us by way of pointing to its similarity with the mental
life of primitive people and of children,”® We see how Freud’s ac-
count already expresses an element in an imperial perspective—
the purported need “primitive” peoples have to receive tutelage
from more advanced countries. The general theory has already
hit a stumbling block, as such generic theories often do. Freud
then resists the idea that there is an intrinsic “herd instinct” that
opens people to horizontal influences of affective contagion; at
least he insists that such a social instinct “is at least not primary in
the same sense as the instinct of self-preservation and the sexual
instinct”" Others think that the very acquisition of desires and
language draws even more fundamentally upon multiple modes
of affective communication: a mother smiles at her child as she
speaks; a partner cuddles it; an aunt laughs infectiously; siblings
make it giggle with mimetic stunts; a neighbor speaks to it in a
singsong voice, and so on. The “primary instincts,” or living impe-
tus to action, may be even more plastic than Freud tended to think.

Freud’s theory of ego formation (at least in this book) is that it
emerges for men out of negotiation of the Oedipal triangle. But
the “successful” male remains haunted by unconscious instincts
forged out of the problematic relation to the memory of the father
in a patriarchal order. That can become one source of the self’s
hypnotic response to a “narcissistic, authoritarian” leader during
a period of crisis. Such a leader must “paint in the most forcible
colors, he must exaggerate, and he must repeat the same thing
again and again”? We are thus quickly brought to the threshold at
which diverse characters as Hitler, Mussolini, Le Pen, and Trump
enter the scene.

We have only walked to the edge of the Freudian theory of
suggestibility, even though there are already counterthreads that

10. Treud, Group Psychology, 13.
11. 1bid., 65.
12. 1bid., 14.
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‘ould be pulled and tugged almost against his wishes. Marcuse
“does the latter in Eros and Civilization, for instance, and so have
“feminist authors, such as Judith Butler, Margaret Mahler, and
Victoria Pitts-Taylor.® But for Freud, the power of the leader-
hip principle during a crisis is grounded in two interdependent
ources: the general structure (putatively) of the patriarchal fam-
ly, with its Oedipal triangle, and an archaic heritage inscribed in
civilization as such in the “memory traces” of a male despot who
dominated the “primal horde”
Women are not discussed as subjects, either at this point or
“hardly anywhere in the book under review, only as actual and
potential objects. One drive of the theory is to articulate how
he emergence of both horizontal connections and ego strength
* among men is precarious.
" How, again, did the ego and horizontal connections (“group
- psychology”) arise? “One can imagine only one possibility: the pri-
- mal father had prevented his sons from satisfying directly sexual
" mpulsions. He forced them into abstinence and consequently the
- emotional tie . . . ; he forced them, 5o to speak, into group psychol-
ogy. His sexual jealousy and intolerance became in the last resort
the causes of group psychology” The sons forge horizontal con-
nections out of shared rage against a despotic father who excludes
- them from sexual pleasure. Kill the tyrant, only to be plagued by
guilt for killing the one who had also provided horde unity.
Men carry memory traces of both the Oedipal conflict and ruth-
less dominance of the narcissistic brute in the primal horde. Such
" traces are too incomplete; to take the shape of explicit recollec-
* tions, but when the traces resonate with fraught situations and

13. See Herbert Marcuse, Eros and Civilization (Boston: Beacon Press,
" 1955); Judith Butler, Antigone’s Claim (New York: Columbia University .
Press, 2002); Victoria Pitts-Taylor, The Brain’s Body: Neuroscience and -
- Corporeality (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2016). Margaret Mahler‘,
* whom I have not read, is discussed extensively by Theweleit in his own -
" revision of Freudianism. : oo
3 14. Freud, Group Psychology, 72.
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the demands of a narcissistic leader, they readily spawn aggressive
crowd behavior.

I am not, by the way, wary of the idea of memory traces itself
Instincts surely find expression in such traces, and they do reso-
nate in individuals and crowds I am wary of this theory of how
they are (and must ba?) org'mlzed I am critical of the idea that
we retain memory itraces of a primal horde, both because such a
notion seems improbable (even though Augustine also identified
primal traces of an original sin stuck in the memory bank of hu-
mans) and because it explains fascism in ways that may too se-
verely limit the exploration of democratic options to it."¥ Freud
overexplains the power of the leader, making an alternative ethos
of politics that could ward off temptations of attraction to it seem
rare, To him, perhaps, the best cultural agenda is to strengthen
“the soft voice of reason” enunciated by an elite, whereas I suspect
that such an agenda can create fascist reactions to it in the wake
of a major crisis or two. The fragility of things forms a background
to the theory of multifaceted democracy I embrace—particularly
during the era of the Anthropocene—but receptive, horizontal
modes of affective communication across diverse constituencies
help to render such an ethos resilient.) Better, a broadband ethos

15. In The Emotional Tie: Psychoanalysis, Mimesis, and Affect (Palo
Alto, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1993), Mikkel Borch-Jacobsen attacks
Freud’s critique of hypnosis and affective communication on the grounds
that it misunderstands modes of horizontal communication, overplays the
logic of necessity in the fascist leadership principle, and gives too much
duthorlty to Freudian therapists to lead followers out of this mess. His
examination of horizontal connections is valuable, in my view. However,
he identifies Freud’s theory as itself containing fascist tendencies. That is
too much to take with respect to a man who had to escape the regime that
enacted the Holocaust.

16. Texplore these issues in The Fragility of Things: Self-Organizing
Processes, Neoliberul Fantasies, and Democratic Activism (Durham, N.C.:
Duke University Press, 20013). The focus there is on intersections between
the fragility (for us) of self-organizing nonhuman processes and democratic
culture. This book, T believe, resonates with an earlier one by Judith Butler,
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“of pluralism supported by positive interinvolvements between af-
fective communication and ideological work is needed.

Am T expressing “resistance”? Freud does regularly introduce

“axioms that he knows many will resist initially, in part because
-'fthey sound outlandish and in part, he thinks, because of denial
“of an uncanny sense they alteady have of them. He then supports
the axioms by showing how they explain things that would oth-
“erwise remain mysterious. In this case, the axiom of the primal
“horde helps to explain the power of a narcissistic leader. So when
‘he says that “even today members of a group stand in need of an
“illusion that they are equally and justly loved by their leader, but
:_ the leader himself need love no one else, he may be of a masterful
“nature, absolutely narcissistic, self-confident and independent,””
“heis contending that this condition reveals how powerful the ap-
; parently outlandish theory of the primal horde is in fact.

A bit more ambiguity—that is a bit more appreciation of plural

# possibilities simmering in the generic situations characterized—
“appears when Freud asserts in an appendix, “But it was by love
“ for their mothers and sisters that the mob of brothers was, as we

have seen, driven to parricide. One of the reactions to the parricide

" after all was the institution of totemic exogamy, the prohibition of

any sexual relations with the women of the family who had been
tenderly loved since childhood.”® Here, at least, you note how ten-

" der love and warm intersubjective attachments are in play prior
“ to the two primal events recorded—the Oedipal triangle and the
- killing of the primal father. You may suspect that Freud’s portrayal

© of primal events generalizes them too broadly and situates them

too deeply. Freud was too impressed by the social life of great apes

* ‘and insufficiently so by different processes of sexuality, child rear-

i ‘Precarious Life: The Powers of Mourm'ng and Violence New York: Verso, :
'2004). Who is deemed worthy of grieving and why is a key question 111f01rn- T

‘ing this protean text.
17. Freud, GroupPsycho]ogy, 71,
18. Ibid., 94.
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ing, and horizontal modes of affective communication in the life of
bonobos. Indeed, the latter paleontological studies were probably
not yet available to him. Females have far more power, autono-
my, and standing in the latter kind of regime. No patriarchal male
dominates all erotic pleasures or governs all intimate ties.

The putative strength of Freud’s theory of instincts and mass
suggestibility resides in its ability to explain how the process of
ego formation is haunted by instinctive attractions to a narcissistic
leader. The weakness of the theory resides in its overdetermiria-
tion. That is, in generalizing the processes under review, Freud
may understate how many resist such attractions and how alter-
native modes of child rearing; the breadth, blending, and diver-
sity of kinship ties; education; modes of work; gender relations;
sexual relations; political participation; and military life play in
forming relational selves, in opening them to modes of affective
communication, and in insulating them from mimesis grounded
in narcissistic leadership. The tendency of the theory—though we
have noted at Jeast one countertendency—is to disavow the posi-
tive power of affective communication because the silo theory it
supports renders us primarily alert to its dangerous potential. It
thus seems wise to consult another perspective that both address-
es the power of fascist contagion under harsh circumstances and
suggests a route to alternative modes of association and affective
communication,

With those who say that Freud does deal with these social is-
sues adequately elsewhere I will not dissent too vociferously, But
I would want that claim to be assessed against the reading in what
follows of how specific bodily practices help both to organize the
shape of instincts and to define specific attunements to affective
contagios.

The Selectively Armored Body

In The Civilizing Process, Norbert Elias reviews a series of histor-
ical shifts in normative bodily practices that arose among privi-

Bodily Practices and Fascist Modes of Attunement 45

leged classes in Europe between 1300 and 1800. During the early
:period, polite people were told not to throw gnawed bones back
_: onto the table but, rather, behind them on the floor; loud farting
:in public settings, it was said, was impolite and would make oth-
“ers compare you to an animal or peasant; strange men who found
: themselves sleeping together in the same bed at an inn were ad-
“vised not to talk too much before falling asleep; dinner napkins,
“it was said, were not to be used for blowing your nose during the
common meal.
- Alist of bodily norms that seems crude to us joined to a blunt set
of comparisons to peasants and animals. It was not as if there were
‘no norms, then. Indeed, men and women who were too fastidious
“in their dinner habits, dressing gown practices, control of belches
‘and passing wind, refusals to share a bed at an inn, and so on, could
“be subject to ridicule. But the norms wired into bodily practices
-did not enact as strong separations between public and private,
" self and other, humans and nature, bodily display and inner bodily
! -: organization, as those practiced later. For example, the later intro-
" duction of knives, forks, and individual plates for dining separated
. eating from other aspects of nature more than had eating at a com-

‘mon table, and so did the subtraction of the entire animal from the
‘feast table and the introduction of distanced, polite terms such as
_pork and beef to describe meat rather than naming directly the
‘animal from which it had been wrested.

Freud’s theory of instinctive organization, from the Elias point
-of view, rests more upon: a set of modern, European normative
bodily relations than he had appreciated. That theory might not
> work so well for bodily practices and social instincts organized in
* the rustic Europe of 1300.° To put it another way, the organic im-
: petus to desire promulgated by Elias is more plastic in its potenti-
:alities than that posited by Freud’s theory of primary instincts and

19, See Norbert Elias, The Civilizing Process, vol. 1, trans. Edmund :
Jephcott (New York: Urizen B_ooks, 1978). i
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generic family relations. Hence he must pay closer attention to
historical shifts in the organization of instincts. In Male Fantasies,
a two volume text first published in Germany in 1978, Klaus
Theweleit professes a debt to Norbert Elias, as well as to Gilles
Deleuze and Félix Guattari, Michel Foucault, and Luce Irigaray.
He examines bodily ciiscip‘iings and rituals that attracted men to
fascist movements in Germany of the 1920s in particular, both pre-
disposing them to viclent acts on behalf of a racialized Volk and
priming them to receive shots of adrenaline from the Fiihrer in the
making. The bodily disciplines of a select group of soldiers do car-
ry them to a place rather close to that Freud had grasped through
failures of the Oedipal complex and the inheritance of primal trac-
es from horde life. And Freud had devoted a brief chapter to the
organization of the Catholic Church and armies to illustrate his
theory of identification with the leader. But the route Theweleit
traces is more invested with specific bodily practices and rituals
than Freud had emphasized. It focuses on the variable relations
between specific modes of bodily discipline and the emergence of
instincts. It explores how fascist dispositions to ruthlessness are
formed.

We can anticipate the study Theweleit attempts through his re-
view of the organization of one aristocratic ballet in the early mod-
ern period. Yes, the choreography of the ballet in question rep-
resents the subordination of aristocratic women to the king, the
eroticization of these women to men lower on the hierarchy who
find them to be unavailable, the domination of men over women
in each class, and the domination of human beings over the earth,
itself represented to be feminine—an ideology represented in the
roles and rhythms of a dance.

Ves, yes, yes. But more is involved, too. The tight choreography
of male and female bodies enacts an intensive, rhythmic organi-
zation of muscles, movements, brain activities, eye contacts, and
hormonal secretions that fold specific relations of authority, ex-
oticization, and subordination into bodily habits, instincts, and
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routines of desire.® The dance choreography induces “streams of

desire” that exceed the powers of representation.”

- Viewers, too, do not merely watch the representations.

Simulations of these bodily movements are folded, if prior suscep-

tibility to them is operative, into the bodily practices and modes

of relational attunement of viewers during the performance. To

see is to touch and be touched, as we note more definitely when

we recall that the eye evolved out of an organ of touch and still re-

tains traces of that capacity. Think of the haptic image organized,

for instance, when the skin of a vibrant young dancer is conveyed

to viewers, who invoke tacit memories of having caressed supple
skin in the past. The recent discovery of mirror neyrons in the
1990s reenforces Theweleit’s account of the injection of ballet
choreography into the sensorium and instinctive tendencies to ac-
‘tion of enchanted viewers. The effects are hypnotic.

~ Qur gaits, hormonal secretions, rhythms of conduct, tacit
rules of ‘eye contact, facial habits of expression, skin dilation or
tightening, memory layered modes of perception, and relational
‘presumptions convey such disciplines into habitual modes of re-
sponse. The socialization of instincts. The young girl in a 1950s
movie looks down demurely when she encounters a man of power
and authority. So does the throwback virgin in Fifty Shades of Grey
(2015), lightly biting her lower lip as she summons the courage
to ask the imposing young tycoon hovering over her demanding
questions during the first interview. His bodily responses antici-
“pate embraces that could ai}rive later. So does the coterie of young
‘women who take messages and usher visitors into his suite with
its sweeping views of the city.

20. For a thoughtful study of how other styles of dancing bot.h express
elational generosity and fold such dispositions into the habitus of the

ancers, see Erin Manning, Always More Than One: I ndividuation’s Dance .

(Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2013). ) i

21. Klaus Theweleit, Mal¢ Fantasies, vol. 1, Women, Floods, Bod:,es,

" History, trans, Stephen Conway (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota

ress, 1987), 317. ;
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The viewer notes the sexual tension, of course, but one may be
less attentive initially to how a neoliberal choreography slides ef-
fortlessly into the demeanor and expectations of viewers who had
not previously built up resistance to it. The latter film, in particu-
lar, conveys an exciting neoliberal economy based upon the con-
quest of nature, hubristic male agents riding its crest, incredible
rewards available to risky investments, public applause for acts of
philanthropy by the rich, university administrations buying into
the larger system to cultivate a donor class, women teased into
subordinate roles to enjoy such privileges, and barely noted class
divisions between movers and shakers at the top of the high-rise
buildings and those stuck on the lower reaches of that hierarchy.

Fifty Shades of Grey is The Fountainhead sexed up and adjusted
modestly to a new age. Its economy of burdens and entitlements is
curated through a choreography of movements, looks, presump-
tions of authority, risk, and desire more than through ideological
articulation. The sexual tension concentrates the focus on one is-
sue, as the scenes tacitly convey neoliberal attitudes and expecta-
tions about the structure of the economy.

The male tycoon and philanthropist does show signs of vulner-
ability; those signs are to be absorbed into womanly sympathy for
the tough features in his background, as you help him bolster his
rule over several spheres of life. The burdens of a class society in
a neoliberal culture never come up for review, unless you wonder
about that driver and those assistants, the workers who made the
building, the tycoon’s twelve cars, and the urban noise distribut-
ed to commoners when he hovers over the city in his helicopter.
“Will she accept sexual bondage or not?” becomes the overt ques-
tion as an entire image of social life slides effortlessly into bodily
modes of attunement.

When I was nineteen years old, working as athletic director at
a summer music camp in Northern Michigan, several counselors
from a big college football program and T hung out together. I had
played football in high school, replete with its rituals, authority
routines, modes of bodily attunement, specific athletic skills, and
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jouts of ribald humor; they were still immersed in intense ver-
jons of them. One day, a camp musician and intellectual whom I
dmired pulled me aside to say, “They may have to walk that way,
ut you don’t; it is at odds with the rest of your being” After in
urn blushing, getting irritated at the intrusion, and beginning to
hink, I checked out the unconscious rhythm of that stride. It was
ssertive: “I’m a nice guy, but don’t mess with me too much” It
was also wired in from a few years of imitating the strides of old-
r players. Gradually, I reworked that gait some, doing so to alter
fy self-presentation a bit as well as to adjust the mode of self-
organization embedded in it. A minor change, no doubt, almost
nothing. But it did convey to me an initial sense of the intimate
ntersections between bodily ritual, self-performance, instinct
formation, and relational expectations. Since college and profes-
“sional football today provides one of the sites at which neofascist
practices are rehearsed and observed in America, as images of mil-
" jtary aggression and competitive sports form an almost seamless
intertext, the example is perhaps not altogether trivial. Walk the
“way you seek to think and feel; allow new thoughts bubbling up to
find expression in the style of your gait, the tone of your voice, and
the tilt of your head. It is the work back and forth between bodily
demeanor, thinking, and articulations that counts,

Theweleit is interested in the bodily drills and behavioral de-
“mands of soldierly German males, from just after the defeat of
Germany in World War I through the consolidation of German
Nazism. Many of the former organized the Freikorps, the “free”
soldiers who provided the vwlent cutting edge of the Nazi move-
ment in its violent street ﬁghts with social democrats and com-
munists for rule during the difficult days of the Weimar Republic.
Examining novels and éliaries written by several soldiers re-
fufning from defeat, he found a strange vacuity in their talk about
wives and other women. The woman was not to be named but to
be grasped in subordinate, functional roles as mother and wnfe :
Other women were often defined as sluts and whores, sometimes
to be used in a predatory, 'violent way, more often to be: deﬁned




50 ASPIRATIONAL FASCISM

as “scum” to express contempt and, above all, the fear of giving
into the viscous, fluld elements not entirely dried out in the inte-
rior of the soldier male. These insistent representations of worhen
reflected the bodily organization of the soldierly male. The drills,
battles, and experience of devastating wartime defeat combined
to shape and define soldierly males as machines of vengeance and
ruthlessness.

The military cadet enters an academy with a strict, aggressive
hierarchy. He is instructed to obey the whims of those above him
and to exercise whimsical control over those below. Refusal of ei-
ther assignment brings physical punishment: beatings, demands
to carry out arduous exercises to the point of exhaustion, and so
on. The whimsical character of the orders prepares the cadet in-
stinctively to accept blind obedience. “The cadet never receives
instructions; he recognizes his mistakes only in the moment of
transgression from the reactions of others who already know the
score . . . ; each newcomer thus necessarily repeats the mistakes
of his predecessors, who in turn recognize and welcome the ap-
parent opportunity to treat their successors as they themselves
have previously been treated”? In drilling for combat, the body
is repeatedly pushed to exhaustion amid the demand that it con-
tinue past that point. Organized ruthlessness toward oneself and
selected others becomes the order of the day. Punishment often
takes the form of doing woman’s work, to underline how puny the
punished one is and how subordinate women must be in a mili-
taristic world. “And little by little the body accepts these painful
interventions. ... It receives them as experiences of satisfaction.”®

Eventually the successful cadet finds “any kind of solicitous
care quite intolerable”®* The element of softness and fluidity,

22. Klaus Theweleit, Male Fantasies, vol. 2, Male Bodies,
Psychoanalyzing the White Terror, trans. Brica Carter and Chris Turner
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1988), 145.

23, Ibid., 2:150.

24. Ibid., 2:151.
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which many had experienced as boys with mothers and friends,
~is drilled out of them. But not entirely eliminated. The “woman”
“inside now becomes an anxiety leaders tap as they transfigure the
“ embodied fear of feminine fiuids into the production of a machine
- of male aggression in the service of the lieutenant, the nation as
“racial Volk, and the Fithrer—all communicated through concen-
“ tric spirals of mimetic authority. One man, one troop, one harsh
- rhythm of action, one Fithrer. The troop produces “an expression
of battle and of a specific masculinity”** This is an alpha mascu-
* linity hungry for violence against external and internal foes of the
* Volk; it is primed to be inspired by affective dictates from military
* leaders and the Fithrer.

- When Hitler, in a scene many have seen, takes off his hat to walk
" between two lines of tightly assembled troops who have been in-
- spired by him for an hour or two, he is in effect fucking the troops
in the aggressive style they must themselves adopt with respect to
their targets of vilification. Be raped to do rape, either to women
- or to other constituencies said to be inhabited by the lascivious
characteristics lurking in “woman.”

Hardness, ruthlessness, and obedience to arbitrary authority
are the orders of the day; these instincts now become set in the
cast of the male jaw; the rigidity of his stance; the sharp salutes
_repeated endlessly; the visceral agitations set off by a bloodred
" flag and black swastika; the tightness in the back of the neck; the
* determined gait; the butt of a gun ready to bring down on Jews,
© commies, homosexuals, or social demoerats; the shouts of “Heil!”;
- and a variety of other bodily prompts that link merciless behavior
against the enemy to resistance against indispensable remnants
of softness, vulnerability, or care circulating in the self. These are
. the “molecular intruders w;ho must be dispensed with.”* Better,
‘perhaps, these are remnants that must not be destroyed entirely

25. Ibid,, 2:155.
26. Ibid., 2:183.
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in soldier males so that they can be first tapped and then funneled
into militant obedience to the Fiithrer.

Perhaps this is a pertinent place to note a near-paradox: a con-
centrically ordered culture deeply engrained with obedience
to law—the rule of law—can, under conditions of stress, become
transfigured into a culture in which regular people become too
adjusted to the law of rule. Under conditions of stress, habits of
untrammeled obedience can be transmitted from one domain to
the other. As we shall see, one of the virtues of multifaceted de-
mocracy js that it contains productive tensions that work against
such transfigurations.

It must be emphasized in ways that Theweleit does not always
do that these drills and disciplines help to generate preliminary
tendencies to purposive action, not iron determinants. One set
of trained, engrained, instinctive purposes might be qualified by
others; those bearing them may also encounter more refined judg-
ments that inhibit, encourage, or amplify them. The drills, bodi-
ly demeanors and group pressuves make a difference but do not
settle everything. For example, drives to violence might encoun-
ter opposing feelings, propelling a soldier down a suicidal path,
as happens often enough. Or, once you escape that regimenta-
tion, you may work tactically on some of those bodily instincts,
doing so to modify a few of your own tendencies to action. That
is why Michel Foucault, for instance, made so much of “tactics of
the self” bodily tactics by which you work upon some engrained
tendencies to loosen or alter them. Anyway, the tendencies them-
selves vary in the degrees of ambivalence and definition in them
among people subjected to the same drills; as they become synthe-
sized unconsciously in relation to clusters already there. Instincts
as purposive tendencies.

One way to emphasize this peint is to say that those who have
been injected with the disciplines of armored males may find such
tendencies (instincts) ignited through crowd contagion when they
encounter a leader with the rhetorical brilliance of Hitler, whose
adult life was devoted to pulling such tendencies in one direction

Bodily Practices and Fascist Modes of Attunement 53

rather than others. Hitler’s rhetorical powers were aided by such
bodily practices, and the practices spurred crowds to new heights
of response. The speeches and training resonated together. Hitler

*. rehearsed often and carefully to devise specific bodily gestures apt

to solicit the most intense crowd reactions.
1 am reviewing this study of male fantasies during the Hitler era

" as I write in Weimar, Germany, in summer 2017. Weimar is a beau-

tiful, cosmopolitan and artistic town today; it also once spawned

" huge crowds in the main Platz on more than twenty occasions as

Hitler delivered magnetic speeches to open wounds and ignite
the faithful while standing on the balcony of the Elephant Hotel.
I recently ate at that hotel. Perhaps the throngs were magnetized
by speeches such as the following, delivered at the Sixth Party
Conference. It may make sense to simulate the rhythms, intona-
tions, and exclamations as you read to better feel the punches de-
livered during this speech:

And because the German nation has made a proud assessmert of its
racial values, and with courage and daring has demanded a leader-
ship for the Reich and the people, more and more of the people have
joined this leadership and placed themselves at its service [Heil(]. ...
A nation is never made up exclusively of its truly active fighters.
Thus greater demands will be made of them than of the millions of
their national comrades. . . . They must take the oath, “I shall fight!”
[Heilt] . . . Its doctrine will not change, its organization will be as
hard as steel, its tactics will be supple and adaptable, and in its en-
tirety it will be like a holy order [Heil, Sieg Heil, Sieg Heill].¥

Those men of steel rivet the fantasy of the alpha male to the steel
of an aggressive nation as a holy order. The spirituality of fascism.

The “armored male,” in the ideal case, has now become simul-
taneously an attacking machine and a funnel into which flows the
contagion of fascism. Horizontal influences magnify those con-
nections. But presumptive receptivity to horizontal bonds of care
for diversity, to the extent the regime succeeds, are knocked out

27. Ibid., 2:414-15.
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of the hormonal secretions of armored males. Those who express
vulnerability and softness are placed under suspicion. For the na-
tion as Volk is “the opposite of mass, femininity, equality, sensuous
pleasure, desire and revelution”?® That is why republican defens-
es of the nation as a mere regime of constitutional procedures are
more apt to envage soldierly male’ than to attract them; such artic-
ulations devalize and demean the virile entity the latter fantasize.
We may now glimpse a bit more closely how pursuit of either a
benign nation or egalitarian collectivity at odds with multifaceted
pluralism can be vulnerable, under conditions of stress, to a hos-
tile fascist takeover. Devotees of the nation pursue a concentric
weorld in which a series of ascending circles acquires the shape of
an expanding cone, so that circular commonalities of family, lo-
cality, region, nation, and Western civilization resonate back and
forth to forge a benign unity engraining people with the virtue of
obedience to each circle and to the whole.?” Fascist movements

28. Ihid., 2:277.

29. Ttis rather easy to see how a concentric iinage of the nation is suscep-
tible to n hostile takeover. What about egalitarian communism? One problem
here is that this ideal is stated so often in vague and generic terms, as can be
scen in the dialogue between Alain Badiou and Peter Engelmann in Philosophy
and the Idea of Communisim (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2013). In response to
Engelmann’s skeptical questioning—he had been imprisoned in a Stasi camp—
Badiou is vague. He projects a horizon of community and equality with no
historical references, except for a whisper of connection to the Paris Commune
before its defeat. But the latter was local, and the communist projection is
extremely broad in it territorial coverage. The generic suspicion by Badiou
of institutional mediations, a politics of pluralization, and a broadband ethos
of pluralist engagements is at issue here. Is the media to be protected from
the regime? Are a plurality of identities and interests projected? How do they
relate? Without the Iatter mediations, 4 communist movement is susceptible to
a hostile fascist takeover during a period of stress; with them, the need for insti-
tutional specification becomes imperative, Badiou rejects historical compari-
sons to the Soviet Union, for example, because it did not pursue a pure enough
ideal. Many neoliberals do the same thing when their practices are treated by
others as the sources of depression and of fascist temptations. Multifaceted
demacracy, by contrast to the collectivist horizon of Badiou, poses a regulative
ideal replete with mediations, tensions, and resiliencies.
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seek to transfigure or invert such a quest into a highly aggressive
formation of authoritarian unity, with fervent families, localities,
and regions funneled into a bellicose Party and the Party funneled
into a Fithrer as the consummate figure to whom total obedience
is owed. Fascists seek a hostile takeover of either national unity
or a unified collectivity. Each ideal, during a time of duress, might
make it more difficult to avoid such a takeover. Multifaceted de-
mocracy is less amenable to such a takeover, with its assemblage of
diverse constituencies, its diverse satisfactions available to each,

_its multiple institutions with different degrees of autonomy, its

qualifications of concentric culture, its active ambivalence toward
obedience, and the affirmative ethos of engagement it negotiates
across constituencies and within institutions.

A closely related point is that during a crisis, the fascist Right

" is typically more brutal and relentless than the Left, certainly

than the democratic Left. This was proven during early Nazi of-
fensives against opponents when the outcome was still uncertain.
This drive to brutality is due in part to the harsh bodily drills and
disciplines injected into fascist males. That relationship, in turn,
teaches us why a culture of multifaceted democracy must find ex-
pression in both the bodily disciplines and public articulations of
many so that an ethos of presumptive generosity and care across
multiple differences is sustained, Such virtues must be pursued
before fascism becomes consolidated, because it may be too late
after its consolidation.

That may mean, too, that when a fascist movement does arise,
the most promising way to respond is to form a militant plural-
ist assemblage to oppose it, working upon affinities of spirituality
across creed, social position, age cohort, region, and identity to
consolidate the assemblage it. A pluralist assemblage is not high-
ly susceptible to a takeover, and it is well equipped to resist at-

.. tempts at one, in part because it does not assume the circular form

so amenable to a takeover. Pluralist modes of resilience, however,
work poorly if sharp economic inequalities push some constitu-
encies out of the assemblage. It is this last condition that devotees
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of pluralism themselves do not always appreciate sufficiently. We
will address these features of multifaceted democracy in the next
chapter. P

Back to the armored males, because they can'provide such im-
portant catalysts to a fascist takeover. The tendency to ruthless-
ness of armored males finds additional expression in terse phrase
clusters such as “that is settled then, problem solved, anyone
else?7% Such phrase clusters function as aggressive verbal short-
hand, because the highest mode of communication of a fascist is
violence—as in the self-report in which a soldier said, “T made it
clear with my fists that we were now in absolute agreement.””!

Those jarring phrase clusters simulate the dogmatism and vio-
lence they seek to consolidate. They may also help those outside
the circle to understand the attraction of such clusters to adamant
supporters of a leader like Donald Trump, including the raucous
celebrations erupting at Trump rallies when a protester is roughly
ushered out. “Aren’t my rallies funf” Trump loves to blurt at such
moments. In aspirational fascism, definitive assertion takes prior-
ity over extended justification. Anyone who has been under the
province of a tough football coach, rigid teacher, sadistic drill ser-
geant, authoritarian boss, or punitive parent knows that.

Of course, the production of armored bodies does not suffice
to produce fascism. But to the extent such types are sprinkled
to varying degrees among several constituencies, devastating
events and aspirational leaders can get a fascist movement roll-
ing, That is why it is probably not the best idea to look at only
one set of large historical circumstances that have fostered pow-
erful fascist movements in the past to seeif they are in operation
today. After all, the first occurrences of fascism were unique in
history. In Germany in the late 1920s, Marxists both expected an
economic crisis to arise—when others did not—and anticipated

30. Theweleit, Male Fantasies, 2:272.
31. Ibid., 2:293.
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that the structural position of the working class in the capital-
ist system meant that communism would triumph after the cri-
sis hit. They were correct on one count and wrong on the other,
partly because fascism was a new thing and partly because the
theory tethered the working class to a structural theory of polit-
ical determinations. Theweleit loosens readings of structural de-
terminations as he probes volatile intersections between bodies,
movements, and politics. Politics is seldom reducible entirely to
the structural setting in which it occurs.

Theweleit thus acknowledges that his bodily genealogy of one
set of extreme soldierly practices does not explain why so many
others were so responsive to the fascist mix of implacable rhetoric
and street violence at a key juncture—and it must not be forgotten
that only a large minority embraced the movement until after the
Nazi takeover. But he “hypothesizes” that less radical modes of
discipline sprinkled in families, schools, factories, gendered rela-
tions of desire, and the Lutheran Church of the day made notable
contributions to fascist contagion. He thanks his father, a nice man
and a fascist, for the harsh beatings delivered to him as a boy that
helped him to feel how fascist temptations work and later encour-
aged him to dissect the bodily practices that encourage the attrac-
tions. I suppose I should thank my football coach, the parents of
friends who regularly dispatched harsh punishments to them, and
the gentleman who advised me to work upon that teenaged gait.
Those earnest evangelicals who pressed so relentlessly to push me
to accept conversion at a church camp when I was twelve years
old deserve a bit of thanks, too.

Large events that incite distress and disturbance may vary his-
torically in tone and severity, with rapid climate change providing
one implacable force today that was not even operative as a recog-
nized force by sociocentrists of any type in the 1930s. But the types
of bodily discipline in play make a difference too. The complex
conjunctions between leaders, historical disappointments, shock-
ing events, constituency affiliations, and selective bodily disposi-
tions may or may not coalesce into a successful fascist movement
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at a pivotal historical moment. There is an element of real uncer-
tainty here. But to the extent we grasp the role of bodily practices
in promoting visceral attunement to fascist rhetoric and violence
during times of distress, we may be in a better position to devise
counterstrategies,

It could be pertinent to punctuate this reading of bodily disci-
plines and fascist attunements with another mode of contagion. I
have in mind the contagion that periodically sweeps financial mar-
kets and the oblique relations “contrarians” assume to that con-
tagion, What is their bodily demeanor, and what differences and
affinities inform their relations to the investing crowd, by com-
parison to the combinations explored earlier?® I defer that study,
however, to move to questions about possible affinities across dif-
ference between the forces Theweleit identifies and those opera-
tive in America today.

The American Milieu

In 1950, shortly after the Allied defeat of Germany, Italy, and
Japan in World War II, a new study called The Authoritarian
Personality appeared. This study was set in America rather than
in one of the defeated fascist regimes. Emigré Jewish intellectu-
als from Germany played a large role in the study, so one can be
confident that it was done in a context of a concern to avoid here
the outcome they had experienced there. One of its authors was
Theodor Adorno, who later became well known in the United
States as a critical theorist. We will attend in particular to his
findings. The book was widely criticized bybehavioral social sci-
entists at the time for its failure to conform‘to the dictates of a
vision of scientific method they themselvés-had recently inter-

32. For one illuminating study, see Urs Staheli, “Market Crowds,” in
Crowds, ed. Jeffrey Schnapp and Matthew Tiew, 271-87 (Stanford, Calif.:
Stanford University Press, 2006). Several other essaysin that volume speak
to our topic too.
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nalized. Its “Questionnaire,” for instance, was thought not to be
transferrable across cultures in some cases and too suggestive to
those taking it in others. T will bypass those criticisms, because
I take the first to set an impossible standard (yes, you might re-
place “Jews” with “Muslims” in several questions today, but that
points to the role that affinities across differences play in the
study of cultural life), and the second poses risks that the authors
themselves took into account.

The study appeared during a period of rising hubris in the be-
havioral sciences about their capacity to explain and predict. I
also bypass for the moment the prejudicial instincts toward ho-
mosexuality, African Americans, and women that unconsciously
infiltrated the study itself. It was written before a set of feminist,
civil rights, and gay rights movements transformed conventional
attitudes through multifaceted political actions.

Adorno identifies several personality types distributed un-
evenly across classes and genders, even if dominant clusters
are discernible. Some types were resistant to fascism—they are
sometimes called the liberal or democratic types. Other types
could provide potential degrees of support for a fascist move-
ment should one arrive. And, indeed, the neofascist McCarthy
movement was waiting in the wings to take a heavy toll on rad-
ical workers, labor unions; the film industry, the U.S. Congress,
and the academy when the book appeared. Attitudes toward
Jews and “Negroes” by whites were reviewed. The book, unfor-
tunately, does not focus on corollary bodily practices.

The first “type,” the “ci)nventionally prejudiced,” could be
drawn into a fascist movement, but they also possess potential
to be pulled in other directions. The second and third types
exhibit more serious dangers. The authoritarian personality is
rigid, prone to exert severe control over those below it to prop
up its own self-confidence and highly predisposed to obey au-
thority figures above it who demand strict loyalty and obedi-
ence. The authoritarian tyﬁ}e identifies itself to be highly moral,
but that morality is “puniti?ve and projective.” Its morality vents
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“fiyry upon whatever object is available and not too likely to
strike back”®

The third type, the “manipulative” type, stands rather close to
Freud’s narcissistic leader. Indeed, the type offers a textbook an-
ticipation of Donald Trump and several other extremist leaders.
The manipulative type demands’a leadership position and “avoids
psychosis by reducing outer reality to a mere object of action. Thus
he is incapable of positive cathexis”* Authoritarian types are of-
ten drawn to manipulative types through “upward identification.”
The laiter are thus more dangerous the more authoritarian types
there are around. Manipulative types enact “a kind of compulsive
over-realism which treats everything and everyone as an object to
be handled, manipulated, seized by the subject’s own theoretical
and practical concerns.”* Loyalty, to them, is both a key virtue and
a one-way street. Himmler was held to exemplify this type. And
it also reminds one of some of the soldier males whose bodily re-
gimes Theweleit examined so closely.

The study found that after the San Quentin prisoners, who had
also received the “Questionnaire,” members of the working class
in the United States exhibited most traits of authoritarianism. It is
important to emphasize, however, that while a significant minority
in this class displayed such characteristics, innumerable others did
not. This points to a need to find ways to encourage the latter to re-
sist the influence of the former. There are also differences of degree
here that may not have been emphasized enough in the study.

To simply call upon either very authoritarian or manipulative
types to be “more caring” is apt to backfire according to this study,
perhaps because the first group does not experience a hell of alot of
public care coming its way and the second is by bodily attunement
viscerally hostile to an ethos of presumptive generosity across dif-

33. Theodore Adorno et al, The Authoritarian Persondlity (New York:
W, W. Norton, 1950), 233. RN .

34, Ihid., 751

35. Thid., 767.
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ference. The latter feelings of warmth and care express feminine
traits it is organized to chide in others and repress in itself at all
costs. Its own traits are predatory, manipulative, and ruthless.

You can see how the Adorno study and the Theweleit account
of fascist bodily disciplines could be brought to bear upon each
other. Theweleit explores bodily practices that help to foster the
authoritarian and manipulative types.

Another element The Authoritarian Personality brings out must
also be emphasized. Though class and gender tendencies are dis-
cernible in its account, there is a wild card that must be acknowl-
edged. Existential orientations to abstract revenge that attract peo-
ple toward such movements can be forged out of several kinds of
experience: a calamity, failure at work, social isolation, the defeat
of a social movement, the decline of a state, or the intense sense of
being neglected or downgraded for other reasons can draw people
from a variety of social pesitions into affiliation with a fascist move-
ment once the latter has become mobilized and refined its tactics of
recruitment. So the class tendencies and bodily disciplines at work
here must not be allowed to underplay the multiclass potential of
such movements under circumstances of historical stress that breed
existential resentment.

We review first, however, two constituencies in America that
have already tasted severe fascist tactics and controls. Indigenous
peoples first faced white genocidal drives in the nineteenth centu-
ry and many were forced onto “reservations” where repeated de-
feats ended in treaties to be broken again. This history of conquest
deserves to be studied closely.’® As Hannah Arendt and others have

36. See, in particular, William Apess, On Our Own Ground, ed.
Barry O’Connell (Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1992),
in which this early-nineteenth-century Pequot author—wheo is perhaps
the first Amerindian to writé in English—confronts nineteenth-century
white Christians in “New England” who treat his people as inferiors to
be converted or conquered. I examine that text in chapter 6 of An Ethos
of Pluralization and explore how the legacy of the American conquest
poses severe dilemmas for pluralizing drives today. For an excellent study
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explored, some of the practices of control and repression imposed
upon them in the nineteenth century were first exported to other
colonial zones and later carried back to fascist states themselves.
One of Donald Trump’s heroes, President Andrew Jackson, en-
couraged vigilantes in the 1830s to disobey a U.S. Supreme Court
order to recognize Cherokee rlghts to the land they occupied in
southeastern America, until the Chierckee were forced to take a
long, painful trek to Oklahoma. Donald Trump’s recent actions at
Standing Rock continue the Andrew Jackson tradition. They re-
veal how the demand to treat nature only as a field of conquest can
so easily become attached to the demand to treat vilified peoples
as objects of conquest. The dispositions to conquest and ruthless-
ness are fungible.

In White Rage: The Unspoken Truth of Our Racial Divide, Carol
Anderson provides succinct summaries of disparate periods of
white rage against blacks in America, from the period of racial
chattel enslavement to the present. The term rage is revealing be-
cause it points to threatened entitlements, dreams, bodily practic-
es, and binds that help to foster the destructive dispositions.

After the end of the Civil War, itself marked by heated white
race riots against the war in New Yotk City, short periods of prom-
ising progress by African Americans were persistently stalked by
others when white rage again acquired the upper hand. This in-
cludes the dismantling of the Reconstruction through the intro-
duction of Jim Crow and innumerable lynchings of young black
men. The tactics also involved the use of “Black Codes to derail the
very market forces” President Andrew Johnson purported to cele-
brate at the end of the war.¥” Formal celebrations of market forces
by carriers of white rage are often accompanied by use of antimar-

of how endo-colonialism has “blown back” into fascist movements, see
Alexander Barder, Bmpire Within: Interndtional Hierarchy and Its Imperial
Laboratories of Governance (New York: Routledge,2015).

37. Carol Anderson, White Rage: The Unspoken Truth of Our Racial
Divide (New York: Bloomsbury, 2016), 26.
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ket pressures, laws, and illegal acts to maintain racial hegemony,
as they were by Andrew Johnson. There were also the radical le-
gal retreats from Reconstruction by the U.S. Supreme Court. That
is why the neoliberal rhetoric of the last few decades functions
largely as a cover story for white triumphalism.

Another instance of violent retrenchment occurred in the 1920s,
when the Great Migration north of blacks to take up new factory
jobs and educational opportunities was subjected to extreme le-
gal and illegal strategies to slow the exodus of cheap labor upon
which the South depended. The creative tactics enacted to resist
these efforts were impressive, but the attempts themselves both
expressed southern white insistence on keeping blacks in subordi-
nate roles and helped establish precedents and techniques north-
ern states applied against the same constituencies. These soon
arose in cities like Chicago and Detroit, where redlining, ruthless
police practices, and systemic discrimination in education became
rampant. Even the election of Barack Obara in 2008, expected by
many (including me) to improve race relations, exacerbated white
rage in several sectors of life.

Even such a brief review discloses how fascist disciplines,
surveillances, and terror have been applied to Amerindians and
African Americans in the United States for a very long time,
In different ways and degrees, women, Jews, Italians, and ho-
mosexuals can be added to this list. The effects upon African
American and Amerindian life, however, have been particularly
severe and long lasting; such drives can become intensified when
white constituencies sense that the “American Dream” that sus-
tains them is in trouble and perceive no viable counterideal on
the horizon. 5

Let’s also focus for a moment on what effects the exercise of
such modes of discipline, ruthlessness, and terror against mi-
norities has on those assigned to carry them out, such as many
working-class whites threatened by a loss of marginal entitle-
ments, police officers in urban areas, prison guards, white realtors
and housing association members, military personnel returning
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home from imperial wars, and white judicial and elected offi-
cials in states with intense traditions of racism. Those delivering
these repressive practices—though there are exceptions—are apt
to become hardened by the very training, ethos, and harsh prac-
tices deployed to hold the line. What you often get, to different
degrees depending upon the situdtion, is the hardening of previ-
ously cultivated innocence~what Adorno would have called the
conversion of conventional prejudice into active racism. White
rage. Theweleit would understand.

White workers come to feel caught in a squeeze: from one side
they are threatened by neoliberal elites who support unfettered
banking practices, free trade, grotesque concentrations of wealth,
and an infrastructure of consumption that makes it hard to make
ends meet, as they are rendered more insecure by deindustrializa-
tion, harsh labor practices, authoritarian bosses, and severe bank-
ruptey rules; from another side, they feel underrepresented by no-
bie pluralizing movements in the zones of race, sexuality, gender,
and religion. A powder keg is thus waiting to be ignited. The rather
harsh bodily practices to which they are often subjected at home,
in the military, and at work can join with resentments about the
marginal entitlements to which they cling to exacerbate the pur-
suit of ahstract revenge.

The tone and mood engendered recall at least something of
the ethos of vengeance pursued by returning soldiers in Germany
after World War 1. Indeed, working-class Americans who have
returned from the imperial wars of Vietnam, Afghanistan, Iraqg,
and Syria first face harsh discipline in preparation for war, often
undergo injuries and traumatic stress at the front, and then expe-
rience a strange sense of neglect and disaffection upon returning
home. Who wants to celebrate returnees from ill-considered con-
flicts (except Donald Trump, of course, who seeks to pull those
grievances in one direction)? RRR

With few elites and activists to focus on ‘your struggles and
tribulations, your jaw becomes set, your neck muscles tighten,
and you place yourself on high alert to note any insult or over-
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- sight tossed casually in your direction. You react intensely to small

slights, Think of those white veterans carefully placed behind
Donald Trump at his rallies. The tense bodies they once had have
slackened, but the fierceness of those implacable faces has grown
more severe. Such implacable refugees from mistaken, devastating
wars readily become susceptible to narcissistic leaders who speak
in abrupt sentences; identify convenient enemies; utter Big Lies
upon which to hang grievances; and purport to grasp their needs,
feelings, and interests. I would like to thank a few blue-collar
white men in the neighborhoods of my youth for helping me to
recognize such tendencies. The numerous noble resisters deserve
high respect too.

Private white militia in the American Midwest and Far West ex-
hibit an extreme version of such dispositions. They organize bodi-
ly disciplines and military routines to prepare for a day of reck-
oning. Guns play a key role in their identities and the priorities
they carry with them into families, bars, workplaces, churches,
Facebook trolling, and neighborhoods. Some have already partici-
pated in violent events. And tendencies toward vigilante violence
are on the rise.

One day several years ago, my partner and I were riding bikes
in the thumb area of Michigan. I had been paying attention to mi-~
litia organizations springing up here and there after a militia at-
tack. We rode down a deserted road and bumped into a large rural
housing enclave. The entrance was framed by a huge green tractor
on one side of a startlingly high flag pole with a huge American
flag at its top and a large red tractor gracing the other side. Let’s
just ride casually through this neighborhood, the two amateur
ethnographers decided. It’s a free country. Within five minutes, a
large black pickup truck Was tailing us. We speeded up abit, and it
speeded up with us. Then,f facing strictly to the front as we spoke
to each other through clenched jaws, we decided to set a steady
pace until we could wind our way out of that labyrinth and back
onto the country road. Luckily the truck stopped when we turned
right to head down the desferted road at a carefully measured pace,
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leaving the tractors, American flag, housing enclave, and truck
behind, We had no secondary plan if it had turned to follow us
down that desolate road. We were received as white enemies of
the white militia. “Make America Great Again”

We noted in the discussion of “armored males” in pre-Nazi
Germany how repetitive, draconitn discipline can instill aggres-
sive instincts without controlling their exact direction of expres-
sion. Many working-class people in America today are refugees
from a series of destructive wars. For those of us who have es-
caped such trials because the draft has been eliminated, Stanley
Kubrick’s 1987 film Full Metal Jacket provides an insightful ac-
count of how such military practices approach the drills and con-
ditions explored by Theweleit. Set in 1968, it first portrays the
rigors of a marine boot camp on Parris Island—an infamous place
of training—and then places the survivors in Vietnam to face the
Tet Offensive of 1968. Kubrick digs down to show how the drills
are designed to turn marines into killing machines as the recruits
seek to evade the drill sergeant’s constant designations of them as
“ladies” and “maggots.” Here is one chant repeated rhythmically
as trainees trot alongside the drill sergeant: “1 don’t know but I've
been teld, Eskimo pussy is very cold”®

Kubrick does not suggest that all refugees from extreme disci-
pline and wars without fronts respond in the same way to such
drills, arbitrary authority, exhaustion, and insults. Indeed, one
slow learner, selected to be camp scapegoat by the drill sergeant,
finally crosses to the dark side, shooting the sergeant and then
himself; others do become killing machines; a few start wearing
peace signs. “Joker,” the narrator, takes to wearing both a sign on
his helmet announcing himself to be a killing machine and a peace
symbol on his vest. When asked why by a' new commanding of-

38. For a recent update on practices and deaths at Parris Island, see
hitps://wwwwashingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wh/2016/09/29/they
-put-us-through-heli-a-marine-abused-at~boot-camp-explains-why-he
-spoke-out/2utm.terms=.£70537db3{61.
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ficer, he replies, to “represent the duality of man, Sir!” What the
soldiers share across those differences, however, is a heightened
intensity of being that can make them angerous to themselves or
others. The private militia, many urban police departments, nu-
merous security officers, and some veterans groups carry such in-
tensities into domestic life, ready to ignite an ugly movement if
other conditions are right.

During and after the Trump election, there has been an upsurge
of white racist groups prepared to adopt vigilante tactics on the
slightest pretext. So far there is little sign that Jeffery Sessions
or Donald Trump cares about monitoring them or enforcing es-
tablished laws against them. These two instead seek to roll back
recent Justice Department agreements with several city police
forces to reverse the casual ways young black youths have been
harassed and shot by a frighteningly large number of cops around
the country.

Consider, in a slightly more systematic way, how right-wing
publicists of the white evangelical movement in America speak to
civilian “male warriors”—often enough veterans—who feel both
squeezed out of the pluralistic life festering around them and de-
serving of compensatory entitlement for the lives they lead as high
school-educated dudes in an economy that increasingly reserves
decent job security and income for those with high-tech training,
The idea is that the pressures, economic insecurities, tedious work
schedules, military service, and repeated slights that mark their
lives entitle them to special treatment by wives and children on
the home front. That sense of compensatory entitlement, in turn,
can foment white working-class rage against blacks, Muslims,
Mexicans, gays, and feminists if and when such constituencies are
blamed by demagogues for the injuries they suffer. The volatility
of white rage.

It may be pertinent to note how some academics with upper-
middle-class backgrounds skate over binds faced by portions of

the white working class, even when the academics carefully ex-

plore the circumstances of other constituencies in even worse .
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shape. Sometimes they may do so because it is assumed that the
working class will eventually respond to its real class interests;
sometimes because the bearers of working-class resentmeénts
must not be allowed to disrupt the precarious and variable plu-
ralizing achievements of blacks, gays, transgender movements,
women, and religious minorities; Sometimes because it is thought
that working-class men must now accept a diminished role in
Democratic Party politics as the result of demographic changes.
Different routes to different degrees of benign neglect. Other ac-
ademics may slide in that direction because they are so pleased
to have escaped a past that does not appeal to them. I understahd
that last temptation.

At one talk to a gender rights group a couple of years ago, when
1 posed a few issues of this sort, I was more or less told politely by
some that white workers have to accept a new position in a new
world. Well, yes, this class must be brought to terms with several
vibrant pluralizing movements, but, no, not with the escalation of
its job insecurifies, its subjection to authoritarian bosses, its diffi-
culties in getting and holding mortgages, or its declining ability to
send its kids to good schools and colleges in an economy in which
a high school education is not enough.

As such modes of benign neglect are wheeled into place—
punctuated by justified outrage when extremists inside the neglect-
ed constellation take violent action—a set of aspirational fascists has
been savvy at grasping the existential grievances gripping many in
this constellation and attracting a faction of it toward neofascism.
George Gilder, Rush Limbaugh, Bill OReilly, Sean Hannity, and
Ann Coulter have served as leading cheerleaders across several de-
cades of intense media agitation, with each adopting a rhetorical
style bearing family resemblances to that more recently adopted by
Donald Trump.® Several now admire Vladimir Putin as a “strong

39. Ome early study to powerfully capture ¢l _s" '}dj'r»néhﬁsm in mid-
stream, discussing several of the names on my list, is Linda Kintz, Jesus
and the Market (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 1997). Another very
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man,” meaning one who rules through corruption, kompromat, im-
prisonment of his adversaries, and murder of his critics.

They have joined evangelicals to forge what I called in 2005
an “evangelical/capitalist resonance machine”* That machine
encourages young white males to identify upward with males of
economic power, supports white triumphalism and racism, often
identifies America as a Christian nation, defines women to be sub-
ordinate, and has sought to draw the working-class contingent to-
ward a neoliberal image of a market economy—all in the purported
interest of returning to an early period of greatness. Here is the
way I earlier enunciated one manifestation of this complex, con-
centrating on its evangelical instantiation. You may hear its echoes
in recent speeches given by Donald Trump:

The political formula of the Christian right is capped by defining
men to be vulnerable, persecuted warriors in the capital-state sys-
tem. They must receive special compensation for the ordeals they
undergo, if the most creative, godly economy the world has ever seen
is to flourish. Defining (putatively) natural differences between men
as warriors and women as civilizers, George Gilder plays to resent-
ments that many white working and middle class men feel as they
are caught between the success of a traditional male elite and the
more recent entry of professional women into its lower reaches. The
message is that men must receive deference and special compensa-
tions if they are to sacrifice the warrior mentality natural to them
to the higher civilizational imperatives of risky capitalist enterprise
and stable family life. This is the fraught context, perhaps, in which
new intensities of male support for guns, hunting, prisons, military
campaigns, public expenditures for prisons, football stadiums, the
military, and heterosexual hormality are to be placed

recent study charts how the Nazi movement in its early stages drew explic-
itly upon anti-immigrant and eugenic policies in the United States from the
late 1890s until the mid-1920s. See James Q. Whitman, Hitler’s American
Model: The United States and the Making of Nazi Race Law (Princeton, N.J.:
Princeton University Press, 20517).

40. William E. Connolly, “The Evangelical-Capitalist Resonance

 Machine,” Political Theory, December 2005, 869-88.

41. Quoted from Connolly, Capitalism and Christianity, American Style, -
32. i
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Itis not only that 82 percent of white evangelicals voted for Trump in
2016; most white police officers, prison guards, veterans, rural work-
ers, private security workers, and soldiers did too. They also were en-
thusiasts at Trump rallies. During periods of uncertainty, they can be
influential beyond their numbers in church assemblies, police union
meetings, veterans groups, prison guard conversations, gun clubs,
political rallies, neighborhood conversations, hunting parties, factory
talk, nationalist groups, blog and Facebook posts, bar talk, and militia
organizations. During each recent election, working-class factories in
the Rust Belt have been flooded with late-breaking rumors about how
the Democratic candidate would take away all hunting rifles.

As George Gilder asserted explicitly in another iteration of the po-
litical formula sketched earlier, the right-wing rhetoric he enunciates
often taps lightly same-sex attractions among males, demands denial
of such attractions, and finally draws upon the energies congealed to
encourage working-class men to identify upward with ruthless cor-
porate and military figures as visible models of prowess and power.
Theweleit has already delineated how such strategies work.

The situation characterized in that 2005 essay has become more
severe today. Many male warriors have now edged closer to aspi-
rational fascism. More enraged men have become less patient with
neoliberal trade agreements; more belligerent in their critiques of
feminism, Muslims, blacks, Hispanics, academics, homosexuals, and
the media; and more prepared to nudge the neoliberal side of the old
machine consolidated in the early 1980s toward aspirational fascism.

Donald Trump, in his taped conversation about how he could get
away with “grabbing pussy” because he is a celebrity, pulls several of
these sentiments toward aspirational fascism. To him, a vagina is at
once a target of predatory activity, a site of periodic bleeding that of-
fends his demand for an antiseptic life, and a sign of a trophy to be
paraded in front of male supporters as an unattainable object of de-
sire. Spike heels become the order of the day. The parade of objects
of unattainable desire, choreographed carefully, pulls aggrieved men
toward Trump as it transfigures resentment against appealing elite
women into identification with a man who asserts entitlement to
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them. Endless repetitions of such parades are critical, and the media
happily complies with the expectation. This is Trump’s crude revisi-

~ tation of the choreography we encountered in that early modern bal-

let. Free Melania,

Many members of the white working class joined a host of oth-
er men and women in being profoundly offended by Trump’s taped
comments about women. They tapped into one side of that duality
identified by “Toker” in Full Metal Jacket. Unfortunately, however, the
Trump formula does speak to a subset of men. Our forays into a few
affinities across differences between armored males in the early days
of German fascism and white armored males sprinkled differential-

" lyacross classes and regions in America today help us to understand

why.
The difficult task is how to oppose aspirational fascism today as

- you draw a larger section of white working- and middle-class males

into a pluralist, pluralizing, equalizing, and eco-economizing culture
of democracy. Until a real dent is made in shaping a counteragenda,
the dangerous, impulsive Trump may or may not be run out of of-
fice. But the constituencies and energies that call his ilk into being
will continue to fester even if he is run out, ready to be tapped either
to grab the reins of power or to persist as an implacable opposition
to stifle the possibility of positive action by democratic means. Recall
how armed white men suddenly appeared at public events just a few
months after Barack Obama gained office, signaling to Republican
officials entangled with them a belligerent demand to intensify right-

- . wing obduracy in the face of the first African American president.

The task of recasting democracy, egalitarianism, and plaralism

during a period when the aspiration to fascism is on the rise will
- be pursued in the next chapter. In the meantime, we close with one
- more set of quotations from Theweleit that might suggest resonanc-
+ es across differences between armored soldier males in pre-Nazi

Germany, segments of white working-class males in America today,
and the pugnacious, oh so antiseptic bearing of Donald Trump. To
listen again to these comments is to recall how they denigrate both
women and other minorities with whom fascist movements associate =~
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fiuid and messy dimensions of life. Men trained bodily to feel this way
are encouraged to call up traces of “feminine” feelings in themselves,
as a precursor to hardening themselves again against such feelings.
Indeed, the male lead in Fifty Shades of Grey displays that combina-
tion. And so does Donald Trump, Perhaps as we read the quotations
that follow, we can recall how Trump, during the 2016 campaign,
said that Megyn Kelly, the Fox newscaster, had been “bleeding from
her eyes, her nose . . ., from everywhere” when she questioned the
germophobe about the appalling things he had said about several
women. The late June 2017 tweet asserting that Mika Brzezinski,
a MSNBC journalist critical of Trump, was bleeding from her neck
when recovering from plastic surgery adds another example to that
list. Theweleii:

‘When confronted with women, by contrast, their impulse is to
pierce the facade of ferale “innocence” to display the whole morass
of blood and excrement in which they perceive the female womb to
be transformed in sexual intercourse, menstruation or childbirth. ...

In this sense the perception of the “bloody miasma” [from bat-
tle] becomes a form of revenge extracted from the mother as whore
and child-bearer, or from the erotic sister-whore who betrays the
brother. . ..

Similarly, the “empty space” presents the soldier male with a per-
missible vision of the purified body of the devivified “white wom-
an”—a vision stripped of the agitated mass of erotic female flesh, and
its teeming inhabitants.

42. Theweleit, Male Fantasies, 2:279. I should note that I have not
reviewed how Theweleit argues against generic interpretations of fascist
soldiers as repressed homosexuals. He finds Brécht and Adorno, on the
Left, to be troublesome carriers of this disease. The idea is that once you
acknowledge same-sex relations to be healthy aspects of a pluralist and
pluralizing culture, you can see that some armored soldiers were active in
same-sex relations, others were repressed, others yet were involved in het-
erosexual relations, and so forth. No single erotic object marks the fascist
soldier male, Adorne today would surely reset the orientations to race and
gender expressed in Authoritarian Personality.

Democracy, Plurality, and
Class Inequality

Explanation and Evaluation

Is to explain also to justify or excuse? That charge comes up when
people, with understandable impatience, yell that they have heard
enough explanation about constituencies who impose so much
grief on others. It is time for opposition, accusation, judgment, and
conviction, given the injuries the offending parties have produced.
This, indeed, is a risk that explanation runs when it addresses hor-
rific, dangerous phenomena such as imperial conquest, criminali-
ty, murder, homophobia, racism, misogyny, classism, and fascism.
Actually, the risk points in at least two directions. The language
of social explanation is unavoidably loaded with normatively coded
terms of description. For instance, to describe something as a “mis-
take” rather than, say, either as intended directly or as an “accident”
is to explain the behavior in ways that offer some limited mitiga-
tion for what happened. The agent intended to punish an infraction
when in fact the punished party was innocent of the charge. When
we see that language, as the dominant vehicle of social explanation
and interpretation, is saturétted by descriptive terms with normative

- edges—terms such as democracy, fascism, freedom, agency, respon-
sibility, nation, and sovereignty—we can say that one risk of expla-
‘nation is that it can be turned into a mass of accusations whereby

the behavior in question 1s reduced to a list of indictments. That is,
indeed, a risk fascists are all too happy to convert into a defining
principle of political engagement with every group they despise, be
they Jews, Poles, Muslims,?E Mexicans, blacks, homosexuals, the me-
dia, independent women, oir the professoriate, Their favored wol{ds,’ ,
such as scum, parasite, maiggot, and degenerate, convey thin expla:
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nations linked to total indictments. It is nothing to squash a maggot
seen as a threat to the aggressive, untrammeled identity you pursue.
Hitler’s explanation of the German loss in World War I as a “stab
in the back” assumes this shape. It explains the loss as otherwise
unnecessary—a stab—so as to blame labor and to prepare a future
regime to bring labor to heel. ¥

Unfortunately, some purveyors of identity politics today suc-
cumb to a variant of the first risk, though not to such an extreme
degree. They are morally offended by this or that mode of behav-
ior, as they often should be, but then fail to explore how to relieve
the offense without only castigating, punishing, or excluding the
offenders. Identity politics, you might say, confines the ethos of
pluralism severely as it trumps too quickly the hard work of pre-
sumptive receptivity across differences and negotiation with
a moralized politics of accusation. It is critical to identify fatal
threats to pluralism that must be opposed. But a spray gun ap-
proach to accusation and condemnation insulates the accusers
from seeking ways to transfigure antagonistic identity assertions
into an ethos of relational pluralism and pluralization.

The temptation to simplicity in morality is a recipe for Cruelty
it engenders constituency self-conifort at the expense of others
whose injuries and grievances are not heard. It is not, however,
that a pluralistic ethos of politics can or should be open to every-
thing. It must sometimes, as we have noted before and will explore
again, forge a pluralist asserublage of resistance to unitarian drives
to the nation and, above all, to aggressive fascist drives to the in~
ternal and external racism of a ruthless, aggressive nation. These
latter movements intend to decimate pluralism. Protests, town
meetings, electoral campaigns, and, in severe situations, a geneial
strike composed of several constituencies are needed here!!

1. In ¥acing the Planetary, chapter 5,1 exp]ofé how a politics of
swarming could morph into cross-regional support for general strikes
composed of a plurality of constituencies to fend off the worst effects of
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That returns us to the corollary risk of explanation. It is that
explanation, by its terms of articulation, may excuse the offen-
sive behavior explained. That, certainly, is a risk run in this study.
The armored males we have engaged, some may say, are given too
many excuses to be what they are through accounts of the disci-
plines injected into their lives.

One initial way to respond to the second risk is to join others in
calling out blatant forms of misogyny, racism, endo-colonialism,
militarism, fossil fuel infatuation, and aspirational fascism when
you encounter them. Such responses to egregious offenses are
both indispensable and insufficient, however. They are needed be-
cause standards of agency, responsibility, and accountability are
essential to a pluralistic civilization, They are insufficient because
reflective accounts can introduce proposals, say, to overcome the
production of armored males at several sites in the future.

Those of us who pursue an ethic of cultivation—rather than
either a morality of transcendent command or one of intrinsic
obligation—must articulate norms of freedom, obligation, pre-
sumptive care, and responsibility that people who attain a thresh-
old of adulthood can and should meet in pluralistic society. I have
advanced such an articulation elsewhere.? The complexity that
accompanies that project, however, is that agency, norms, and ob-
ligations are now acknowledged to be emergent formations that
could not be unless the agents had been entangled in messy modes
of child rearing, disciplines, wars, affective communications, feel-
ings of distress, shocking ot delirious events, and educational pro-
cesses that enable them to be. The beatings, caresses, subliminal

accelerating climate change. It is easy to see how it can be adjusted to fit the
struggle between pluralism and aspirational fascism.

2. See Connolly, Fragility of Things, chapter 3. That chapter contrasts
the intercoded notions of moral agency, time, freedom, and responsibility in

- Kant with those offered by advocates of an ethic of cultivation inaworldof
becoming. Those latter orientations are those endorsed in this study, though : .- ::

as a pluralist, T also seek engagements with Kantians and neo-Kantians who -
draw from other moral sources. e
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influences, pareatal losses, days of hunger, family feuds, school
instruction, ego ideals, joys, griefs, and shocking events you are
exposed to in life enter somehow into the subject you become.
Perhaps you saw a father who came home from work every day
worn down by drudgery. Perhaps struggling parents left you to
be raised by grandparents in a ¢hallenging setting. Perhaps the
silo life you led within a gated community encouraged generosity
within its confined setting, punctuated by blind neglect of every-
thing and everyone else. If the subject is a thing of this world, each
specific mode of achievement is shot through with some attitudes
and prejudgments in need of work to bring the operative ethos
of intersubjectivity and pluralism into closer accord. Such ambi-
guities in the ethos of the subject, on the reading advanced here,
form part of the human condition.

We can see retrospectively today, for instance, how the valuable
accounts of the authoritarian and manipulative personalities ad-
vanced by Adornoe et al. in 1950 were themselves infected by tacit
attitudes about blacks, gays, and women in need of repair and re-
constitution by those pursuing a culture of multifaceted democ-
racy. That study appeared before the intense political activism of
the 1870s and 1980s pressed people and institutions to reconsti-
tute several extant understandings and norms. The subordinate
standing of women, for instance, is an expectation folded into that
text; breaks in it are treated as shining exceptions rather than new
norms in the making to be embraced. Adorne, if he were alive to-
day, may well call some of these attitudes he adopted “prejudices.”
They can be subject to potential reconstitution because he did not
fall into the deeper morass of either the authoritarian or the ma-
nipulative self.

But what about the latter “types”? A complex issue is in play
here. The very modes of induction by which an authoritarian per-
sonality acquires agency have been infiltrated by destructive af-
fects and tendencies often amplified by the groups in which they
move, while the beings they have become typically carry some
potential to work tactically upon themselves to rework those in-
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stincts. That ambiguity warrants critics in calling the behavior
out and working to inhibit its general expression. But that is not
enough. Those who do so must also attend to institutional disci-
plines and bodily practices that help to draw such tendencies into
being. A complex ethic of relational subjectivity requires its bear-
ers to walk and chew gum at the same time. The issues are bodily,
intersubjective, and institutional as well as subjective and ethical.

In such instances, to interpret is not to excuse, It can be to iden-
tify practices that help spawn the drives to aspirational fascism so
that the fight against it can be better waged on more fronts: family
life, schools, state policy, military training, corporations, police de-
partments, churches, juridical penalties, localities, prisons, elec-
toral politics, and social movements are candidates to be put into
play here,

When such complexities are adumbrated, a few may be tempt-
ed to clear the decks with a simple model of intrinsic morality
governed by a clean list of dictates and punishments. But that re-
sponse encounters severe risks of its own, as we have begun to see.
The authoritarian personality, for instance, views itself to be an
agent of high morality in a world otherwise filled with immoral-
ity. That morality is simple, direct, and punitive: same-sex rela-
tions are wrong and perverts indulging in them must be punished,;
African Americans located low on the hierarchy of work and in-
come deserve to be there; those who are not God fearing cannot
be moral; and so on. In a moralistic morality, fixed judgment and
accusation trump everythifng else.

One key lesson here is that immorality is not merely lodged in
sin or self-interest. It can also be lodged in the very shape your
moral conscience has assumed prior to close, caring, listening en-
gagements with others who are on the receiving end of that con-
science. Even the conscience-driven Immanuel Kant imported
into his morality orientations to race, women, capital punishment,
“filthy desert girls,” and non-Western civilizations that would
make any pluralist blush ‘with shame today. Those conscience-
driven dispositions were riot mere cultural prejudices to be extri-:
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cated from the moral universalism he pursued; they were sewn
into the fabric of the universal philosophy by which he justified
the purity of the “moral point of view,” with its concomitant obli-
gation to assume a linear, long history of “unbroken” civilizational
progress.’

Sometimes it is insufficient to e ashamed of your immorality;
sometimes it is important to become ashamed of some dictates of
morality wired into your conscience. And that conscience often
carries ties of loyalty to the constituencies to which you belong,
Luckily, emergent feelings of care and shame, on one side, and the
shape of official morality, on the other, are not always sewn that
tightly together, so the inflow of new experiences can allow us to
draw upon the former strains to rework aspects of the latter.

The logic of ethical life is inscribed with binds that are not al-
ways easy to negotiate, Pluralists I admire the most respond to
this awareness by construing ethics to be a thing of this world, by
working periodically to expose and counter unnecessary injuries
embedded in the dominant constitution of conscience, by cultivat-
ing presumptive care for the protean diversity of being, by initi-
ating pelitical action to fold injuries heretofore outside the reach
of conscience into conscience itself, by acknowledging the ethical
subject to be an ambiguous achievement itself periodically in need
of selective reconfiguration, by concurring that the presumption
of generosity must sometimes be interrupted through formation of
a militant pluralist assemblage to protect pluralism from a hostile
fascist takeover, and by acknowledging, without deep resentment,
that the basic sources of ethics from which they draw sustenance
are themselves contestable in the eyes of many others.

When a pluralistic culture flourishes, you do not encounter
merely diverse interests and identities; you also work to modify

3. See the dissertation by Adam Culver, “Race and Romantic Visions:
A Tragic Reading” (PhD diss., Johns Hopkins University, April 2015), in
which he shows how Kant’s promulgation of a universal racial hierarchy is
enirenched in some aspects of the moral philosophy he advances.
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* the secular demand that differences of fundamental faith must

always be sequestered in the private realm so that reason can
rule in the public realm. Deep pluralists doubt that such an an-
tiseptic public reason suffices to do the job. Rather, Christians,
Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Kantians, Amerindians, and nontheists of
various sorts welcome a world, if they are pluralists, in which a
multiplicity of ethical sources provides one of the operative con-
ditions of being, William James would call this, perhaps, the first

- step toward deep pluralism. That, too, is a disposition that informs

this study? It stands as one way to counter fascist movements in
which the accusatory mode and defilement of others trump every

. other disposition.®

Democracy and Pluralism

Jean-Jacques Rousseau treated wide diversity to be an enemy
of democracy. A real democracy aims at a community of senti-
ments and obligations to which all, in the ideal case, can agree
when they think about the benefit to the whole and not only their
private interest. Only then can all citizens obey laws that they
themselves have freely made. He eventually came to see that to
approach such a condition, severe social disciplines would be

4. See William James, A Pluralistic Universe (Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1996). A recent study by Alex Livingston carries the
themes and ruminations of James into the resistance to imperialism.
See Livingston, Damn Great Empires: William James and the Politics of
Pragmatism (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016).
5. For areflective defense of democracy against neoliberalism, see
‘Wendy Brown, Undoing the Demos (New York: Zone Books, 2015), I admire
this study in its attention to the: Foucauldian modes of discipline that
accompany neoliberalism and its exploration of neoliberal invasions of
education. However, the image of democracy Brown advances, while egali- -

respect to the intrinsic torsion between pluralism and plLu alization and to
the positive role of affective commumcatlon -

tarian, may not be pluralistic on as many fronts as needed, particularly with -
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needed.® Compmunal democracy is an intense mode of disci-
plinary democracy,

Several ideals of democratic sovereignty are organized around
different variants of such an existential demand, stated either as a
realizable goal or as a regulative ideal to govern democratic poli-
tics even if it can never be realized completely. Several ideals of
democratic coflectivism take this form. Alternative studies expose
a series of ugly disciplines and limits sewn into the fabric of such
ideals, with the demand that the male sit in the seat of authority
as head of the heterosexual family to give it unity often being first
among them and a concentric image of culture in which the nucle-
ar famnily, locality, and nation resondte back and forth, completing
the picture/ .

Franz Neumann and Hannah Arendt both teach, in differént
ways, how pluralism becomes an early casualty of fascism. Hitler
worked assiduously to destroy independent labor unions, and he
soon tracked most major social forums with a party-controlled
organization to monitor and govern it. Police forces, courts, labor
groups, universities, artistic organizations, state bureaucracies,
schools, and youth forums faced parallel units aimed at rooting cut
“degeneracy” everywhere® Even the farily, officially beloved by
the regime, lost much of its internal authority to schools and youth
organizations designated to report deviations to the authorities.
The fascist model pursues the utopia of an aggressive, concenttic

6. For an impressive engagement with Rousseau on this issue, see
Steven Johnston, Encountering Tragedy: Rousseau and the Project of
Democratic Order (Ithaca, NY.: Cornell University Press, 1999).

7. For a thoughtful study that probes this territory, and allied territory
as well, see Bonnie Honig, Democracy and the Foreigner (Princeton, N.J.:
Princeton University Press, 2001).

8. William Sheridan Allen, in The Nazi Seizure of Power (New York:
Franklin Watts, 1984), provides a detailed examination of how several “pat-
allel” Nazi units consolidated rule over one German town, Northeim, during
the early phase of Nazi takeover. He also reviews how the social democrats
put up a good fight until they were dispersed through rumor, terror, arrests,
and rejection by neighbors.

~ age of pluralism in which face-to-face meetings allow people in
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ideal of a racial nation with enthusiastic masses at the bottom, pu-
nitive party organizations in the middle, and an unquestionable

- Fiithrer at the top. The transfiguration of more benign, concentric

images of culture—replete with their own serious exclusions—into

an aggressive, fascistic order.

Neumann and Arendt, however, both had somewhat different
images of pluralism than that projected here. Neumann identified
a pluralism of group interests, with labor and capital dominant

. among them. He thought that this model of pluralism was rickety

and unsustainable as long as deep, structural conflicts between la-
bor and capital built into the capitalist system as such remained
intact. Did he aspire to replace pluralism with a benign model of
collectivism?

Arendt invokes “natality” to appreciate how we enter a world
filled with a plurality of perspectives to be negotiated somehow.

* This plurality exceeds a plurality of “interests” eventually pro-

jecting a diversity of metaphysical assumptions, existential hopes,
and political demands. Fascism, she showed, supplanted such an
evanescent plurality with its own variant of “a classless society”
This was not a classless society of communism with its radical re-
duction of economic inequality and projection of communal har-
mony through the demise of private profit. Fascism was designed
to squash that model of classlessness while siphoning the political
energies it had fomented into an alternative ideal. Fascist class-
lessness retained a sharp hierarchy between capital, the middle
class, and labor while inspiring Aryans to reach beyond such trivi-

- al divisions to the higher unity of a racial Volk. That unity, in turn,
- was to be pursued through relentless attacks on external regimes

and degenerates inside that obstructed racial unity: non-Aryan

" “peoples;” Jews, homosexuals, Romani, Poles, social democrats,
- and communists very high on that list. The latter two were tar-

geted in large part because they were both highly organized and
pursued ideals of classlessness that resisted the racial Volk ideal.
Arendt herself eventually moved toward a more contained im-
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limaited settings to “enact” something new. She searched for rare
settings in which plurality and creativity could meet in politics.®
A noble quest—perhaps designed to protect a vision of pluralism
during difficult times—though it did not grapple closely with the
issue within and across large-scale societies.

Neither Neumann nor Arefdt imagined another important
dimension of pluralism—in fact, Arendt resisted it—that is, ac-
knowledgment of a plurality of agencies of different sorts within
and beyond the human estate through which much of the earth is
composed. During the current age of the Anthropocene, this last
dimension of pluralism must be engaged widely and deeply. So I
very much respect how Neumann and Arendt exposed the fascist
attack on pluralism. But I pursue a wideband pluralism that prob-
ably neither would embrace in all its dimensions.!?

A key lesson to be remembered from both, however, is that fas-
cism is anathema to pluralism in any of its forms and that any de-
mocracy worth its salt must strengthen itself by folding multifac-
eted diversities into it. Good night, Jean-Jacques Rousseau. Good
morning, William James and Judith Butler®

9. See Hannah Arendt, Between Past and Future (Oxford: Penguin,
2006). For a study that is both indebted to Arendt and revises her thinking
in a way suited to the large scale of contemporary life, see Bonnie Honig,
Public Things: Democracy in Disrepair (New York: Fordham University
Press, 2017).

10. For an essay that shows how Neumann became more of a pluralist
in his later work, see Christian Fuchs, “The Relevance of Franz Neumann’s
Critical Theory in 20177 Triple C 15, no. 2 (2017): 637~50, http://www.triple
-c.at/index.php/tripleC/article/viewTFile/903/1025.

11. You might find James, A Pluralistic Universe, and Butler, in
Precarious Life, to inform and complement one another. James advances a
philosophy of time as becoming amid multiple modes of agency, including
humans and nonhumans, to inform multifaceted pluralism; Butler appre-
ciates the role that vulnerability plays in ethical life and in igniting social
movements to support wider bands of plurality in human affairs. I feel
indebted to both.
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The Powers of Multifaceted Pluralism

We will explore soon the indispensable element of egalitarianism.

For now, let’s elaborate a multifaceted image of democratic plural-
ism that is noble in itself and, once tethered to egalitarianism, bet-
ter equipped than other modes to fend off recurrent temptations
to both concentric nationalism and, its extreme cousin, fascism.
Either of those temptations can coalesce into a movement-after
this or that jolt disrupts a regime. You can even say that demo-
cratic pluralism contains frustrations amid its wonders that pe-
riodically foment fantasies of unity and fullness. These are the
limits to which a pluralist order must become adjusted. Pluralism
challenges several quests for simplicity, fullness, unity, purity, and
community, while also resisting calls to market society and radical
individualism.

Let us set periodic elections, court and popular commitment to

. equal voting rights, a strong legislature, and periodic practices of

citizen activism and agitation as at once critical to democracy and
essential to consolidation of its pluralist mode. Several dimensions
of multifaceted pluralism express such conditions and consolidate
them further.

First, a wide range of faiths, identities, interests, and aspirations
form key ingredients in a regime of democratic pluralism. We
speak of the ideal now and not of obvious ways existing regimes fall
below it. A positive ethos of engagement between constituencies,
with each including members with ties to several others, conveys
a delicate balance between asserting the rights and demands of
each and listening to grievances and initiatives of others that had
heretofore been shelved. Such modes of listening become folded
into the public ethos, partly because each constituency needs oth-
ers to push its own agerfda, partly because many allow presump-
tive care for others to be folded into their priorities, and partly
because new movements periodically publicize grievances and
goals previously overlooked by many. Gays need health care for
spouses at their place of work; African Americans in the city often -
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need better schools and work opportunities; many in the work-
ing class need, say, better job security, health care, and working
conditions; women need access to professions previously closed
to them; small entrepreneurs need state subsidies to initiate eco-
friendly ventures; high school graduates need access to dignified
modes of work that allow them to raise families, buy a house, and
send their kids to a decent school; nontheists need opportunities
to express their faiths in the public square; and so on indefinitely.
These diverse claims do not reflect an equality of need, but in a
pluralist order, each can be put into play.

So pluralism is a practice replete with uncertain balances and
connections among diverse constituencies. A general ethos that
incarporates appreciation of the fragility of things is, indeed, one
element conducive to a pluralist order. And, as we shall soon see,
that appreciation needs to stretch out to nonhuman beings and
planetary forces as well as extending beyond the internal dynam-
ics of phuralist politics in a territorial state.

Second, the broad bandwidth of a pluralist ethos is critical.
Such an ethos, set both on the affective register of communication
and more reflective processes, injects powers of critical respon-
siveness and resilience into politics, A positive ethos of pluralist
engagement—in which the virtues of initiating and listening os-
cillate back and forth between constituencies—must find expres-
sion in diverse bodily practices that encourage a constituency to
dilate at some moments and tighten at others, Those invested with
pluralistic sensibilities may work upon their gaits, habits of eye
contact, exposure to unfamiliar experiences, periodic modes of
meditation, and practices of devotion, doing so to pour an affirma-
tive ethos of engagement into the timbre of bodily relations and
refinements of soul. For, as the history of fascism teaches, there is
never a vacuum on the cultural register of bodily demeanor and
affective communication.

Abroadband ethos of presumptive generosity within and across
constituencies is noble in itself; it also provides one of the funda-
mental forces to ward off hostile fascist takeovers when they arise.

~ such examples.
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Recent work on mirror neurons and the proliferation of ol-
factory sensors in different parts of the human organism suggest
how practices of dilation do their work at the visceral level of
being. You prime, say, your dream life before going to sleep, and
the dreams that unfold both ignite different olfactory sensors and
prepare the self to respond in new ways to an issue the next day.?
You expose yourself to unfamiliar constituencies on both the reg-
isters of sensory and intellectual life. Work upon relational bodily
processes paves the way to deepen an ethos of pluralist engage-
ments; it can also, if pursued in a very different style, foster ar-
mored bodies intent on cutting off multifaceted pluralism at the
pass. Police departments, military organizations, private militia,
gun clubs, football teams, college fraternities, and football fans can
be susceptible—to varying degrees—to the latter practices.

Of course, bodily work is insufficient, as can be seen when
practices of generosity within a confined constituency encounter
shocks when others outside the charmed circle express a griev-
ance. The silo lives of the very rich and the narrow school and
neighborhood associations in some white working- and middle-
class zones can easily foster an ethos of confined generosity.

A pluralist ethos of positive engagement is not, though, limited
to the visceral register of cultural life. That would not make its
bandwidth broad enough. It must also find ample expression in
conceptually refined journalistic, academic, church, regional, gen-
der, race, class, and ethnic articulations. It includes an ideological
element. We call upon each pther to listen at one moment, to initi-

. ate at another, and to agitaté at yet another. When there is a decent

fit between the array of bodily practices and conceptually refined

- articulations, the bandwidtfl of a pluralist ethos grows.

12. One suggestive article Liere is Sandeep Ravindran, “Senses in

Unlikely Places,” The Scientist, Summer 2016, 51~58. Jane Bennett is now
preparing a study of subliminal “in-fluences” of multiple sorts that enter
bodily demeanor below the benses and conscious attention that draws on
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The consolidation of a broadband ethos does not mean, of
course, that people easily come to agreement on defining issues
of the day. No political regime in fact provides that guarantee,
though some pretend to do so. The sought result often requires a
combination of negotiation, goodwill, and creativity on the part of
diverse constituents exposed to different degrees of suffering and
privilege. The strange demand to find a guarantee in advance for
sovereignty, public agreement, or rational decision engenders the
temptation to heap contempt upon pluralism, democracy, equali-
ty, and “parliamentarism.” Hitler, as we have seen, held all four in
contempt. Stalin did too. So do Steve Bannon and Stephen Miller.

Politics, by its mode of being, comes replete with real uncertain-
ties. In a pluralist regime, each constituency, as a regulative ideal,
listens to others at some moments and periodically pursues initia-
tives that jostle them at others. Pluralism solicits an ethos of ago-
nistic respect across intersecting constituencies in which several
pursue the possibility of reaching peaceable settlements, Pluralism
is thus an adversary of purity, whether the latter assumes the voice
of moral purity, the concentric nation, radical individualism, or as-
pirational fascism. We, remember, speak of an ideal now, not the
actual systems that break with it in various ways.

The third feature of democratic pluralism stands in a relation of
interdependence and tension with the first. That should not be too
surprising, because multifaceted pluralism consists of relations of
interdependence and tension between facets of several sorts. That
also helps to constitute its resilience, The third feature consists
of periodic struggles for pluralization or becoming that disturb
the intersections between already established constituencies as it
places new pressure on established system priorities,

In an established pluralist order, a loosely defined set of rights
will be recognized, a variety of faiths can anticipate respect, mul-
tiple identities can participate in the public square, and several
constituencies will have interests to protect. But, periodically, a
demand bubbles up to add a new right, faith, identity, or end to
the mix previously subjected to obscurity or abjection. Some of
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these initiatives may require minor adjustments, others a signif-
icant shift in the tone of institutional ethos and bodily practices,
and others yet radical changes in the current system of jobs, au-
thority, education, respect, and freedom reaching deeply into the
organization of economic and spiritual life. These are periods of
danger and possibility to pluralism.

Some pluralists contend that if a new claim to a right, faith, iden-
tity, or public end is to become legitimate, it must have already been
implicit in the register of rights and faiths honored in a constitu-
tion or society that respects persons, Others, like me, contend that
some new rights and identities are neither implicit nor discovered.
They, rather, cross the threshold of legitimacy through a politics of
struggle and real creativity. They rise—through a messy mix of in-
tense political pressure and appeals to subterranean strains of care
in others—from a place below the register of public legitimacy to a
new place on the roster of respected rights and identities.

To say they were already “implicit,” we think, depreciates the
risky political struggles by which new rights and identities are cre-
ated; it undermines appreciation of the role real creativity plays in
politics; it encourages many to place themselves at the front end
of a linear process of civilizational history by which the implicit
has gradually become explicit; and it may engrain the will to obe-
dience too deeply into cultural life, as obedience to the implicit
assumes too much priority over other political virtues of creativity
and struggle.

The notions of progress: attached to a unilateral notion of the
implicit are too linear and confined. Many of us were surprised
in the past as a new claim was met and are apt to be surprised
again. For new circumstances, events, problems, and suffering pe-
riodically generate new squeezes out of which urgent drives for
the creation of new rights, identities, faiths, or ends emerge, that
is, out of which a fork in cultural time unfolds, This is where the
elements of uncertainty, struggle, care, and creativity meet in the
dissonances of politics. And all four meet the possibility of new -
cultural achievements or tmgedy '
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Without an element of uncertainty, real creativity could not oc-
cur, Without an element of real creativity, politics is squeezed out
of life. With both, however, tragic possibility also tracks politics.
Additionally, when the political element is alive and well, consum-
mate modes of explanation bump into their limits. Politics exceeds
the powers of explanation while drawing upon those powers to
explore platforms from which new experiments can be forged.

Consider some recent claims to add new rights or ends in a few
democratic states: the right to doctor-assisted suicide, the right to
practice nontheistic reverence in the public square, the right to
same-sex marriage, the right to reparations for regions that have
contributed the least and suffered the most from climate change—
each is a right that has either been wrested from the body politic
as people listened to a new claim or is now poised on the precari-
ous edge of possibility.

To appreciate the politics of pluralization in this way may also
encourage some pluralists to pour a sense of proliferating possi-
bilities into the very ontology of being embraced. Or so say some
of us, who are so obdurate in our commitment to pluralism that
we pour it into a pluralist onto-cosniology. We think that the pe-
riodic experience of real creativity is critical to freedom and that,
even with its risks, strains of creativity in life help to make it worth
living.

But does this distinction between the implicit and the creative
leave a mixed mode out? Perhaps some of these drives were cre-
ative, while others have been poised in an obscure zone of indis-
cernibility between the implicit and the created. For instance, one
strain in the present might be extrapolated out until it encounters
another heterogeneous strain that coalesces creatively with it.
That, indeed, may be how life itself emerged out of a “coupling”
of two trajectories with different potentialities. The demand for,
say, doctor-assisted suicide in a high-tech medical order may have
emerged out of a series of complex confluences between caring for
dying parents and acquaintances, growing awareness of the ambig-
uous effects of new medical technologies on life, and emergent un-
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derstandings that the old binary distinction between suicide and
death by natural causes obscures a festering zone between those
two blunt categories. A new situation, creativity, and new strains
of care bubbling up together. Or, say, discovery of how carbon
capitalism generates rapid climate change may help to engender
new modes of planetary care and creative intervention in which
carbon-producing states provide reparation funds to regions now
suffering the most from the effects of the Anthropocene.

Debates between partisans of the implicit, the creative, and
zones of indiscernibility between them are apt to continue in a
pluralist society. Some parties to it may demand that the world
itself consist of sharp demarcations so that their demand for rig-
or and definitive categories is redeemed by it. But that begs the
question of whether it does. Other pluralists respect an element
of messiness projected into the world itself. The debate between
such perspectives, if pursued in the right spirit, contributes to
multifaceted pluralism. When a pluralist order thrives, such de-
bates form part of its ethos, even though their cutting edges do
shift over time. Parties to them find it wise to form practical coa-
litions across those divergences from time to time. They practice
a politics of agonistic respect in which people periodically debate
deep things about time, divinity, interspecies perspectivism, and
the degree to which the world itself is legible to our categorical
formations, doing so without immediately demanding that every
such debate be resolved in a definitive way.

One key to the politics of pluralization—in which a new claim
becomes poised at a key moment on a tipping point at which it
could cross the threshold to acceptance or recede into a place of
obscurity or anger—is the bandwidth of a democratic, pluralist
culture. When the bandwidth is broad, people initially disturbed
by a new claim may stret¢h themselves to listen with new ears,
bodily dilations and care. They may become open to inflows of
unfamiliar experience. Perhaps a group of panicked men decides
to work on bodily assumptions culturally wired into their sexual
practices, until they reach'a time, say, when transgender practic- .
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es no longer threaten their capacity to “get it up.” The politics of
pluralization often reaches deeply into relational bodily practices.
That helps to explain the intensity the politics of pluralization can
generate for several on multiple sides of an issue.

The politics of pluralization egcplains further why advocates of
an ethos of pluralism emphasize its connection to the bodily ethos
of being. We know today, for instance, that many whites who tran-
scend racism on the refined registers of reflection feel tremors of
it in visceral zones when, say, encountering young blacks on a city
street. One step on the rocky road to overcoming white triumphal-
ism in the hierarchy of a capitalist society is to work on the visceral
register of cultural life,

One attraction to fascism can arise when people first deny the
importance of visceral processes to life and then fall into a panic
when they encounter an unexpected claim. That is because the
visceral register is often occupied by a set of tacit entitlements
among those who look down upon constituencies below them
on the social hierarchy. This is one lesson Rousseau taught well,
when he grounded the stability of a stratified society in the abil-
ity of those bearing burdens imposed from above to find at least
one other stratum below them to impose burdens upon in return.
Except those on the bottom rung.

There are many things to do if and when you find yourself on
the edge with respect to a live issue that bites into a set of consol-
idated bodily tendencies: go to films that display different habits
of romance or race relations than those tacitly wired into your de-
meanor; join symposia, marches, and protests to support practices
you have begun to think are legitimate but do not yet feel so very
confidently; alter a few roles you practice in work, church, school,
family, or local life to see what differences they make both to the
world and to the solidity of your new disposition. Or, on another
front, immerse yourself in the history of fossil fuel mining; review
the horrendous effects those practices have had on regions outside
old capitalist states and decimated zones within them; inhale the
repulsive smells and devastated vista of an open air coal mining
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field as you study the effects fossil fuel regimes have on the gal-
loping pace of planetary climate change. You address the issue on
different, interfolded registers of being until perhaps a new feel-
ing starts to bubble up. You may soon find that you have become
a supporter of regional climate reparations and mitigations, now
prepared to become more adventurous with others in collective
movements on their behalf.

But must every demand for becoming cross such a magical
threshold onto legitimacy? No, some must be rejected. We have
reached the point, however, at which some defenders of morality
as a set of intrinsic principles reach for their guns. They pretend
that they can show their favored source of ethics to be more de-
monstrable than they can. Moreover, it is often possible to reach
across creedal differences about the ultimate source of moral
judgment and still decide together that child pornography is a de-
structive and unacceptable practice. Some may reach that conclu-

* sion because they find it to follow from intrinsic principles they

endorse. Others may do so after consulting the vulnerabilities of
young children, the care they themselves feel for the vulnerable,
and the dark practices of trafficking that have become so active.

An ethic of cultivation linked to presumptive care for the diver-
sity of being does not always come down immediately on the best
answer. Neither, by the way, does a morality of divine command or
one of Kantian necessity in a world in which contending author-
ities regularly assert themselves to be the final interpreter of its
true dictates. '

So some obdurate plu1ahsts think it is important to balance
those who think an intrinsic morality is the only route to follow.
We do so because we are attuned to an ugly history of moral cer-
tainty: what was heretofore taken to be certain often becomes felt
later to be a set of prejudices with unnecessary injurious effects on

- others installed in bodily practices and cultural regimes that could

be altered. The claim that slavery reflects an unbreakable hierar-
chy of being, that only property owners are qualified to vote, that
women must be conﬁned to the household, that same-sex ma
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riage is an assault on biclogy, that Western civilization represents
the highest peak of human achievement, that you cannot be ethical
unless you accept a progressive image of time—all these have been
supported by appeals to an intrinsic code during some periods. So,
some of us balance the potential dogmatism of intrinsic morality
with an ethic of cultivation designed to contest it. Debates over
ethical sources are apt to be interminable in a culture of broad-
band pluralism, Welcome to the planet earth.

The politics of pluralization tests the boundaries and resil-
ience of broadband pluralism. It coulld not be otherwise, becauise
the tensions between existing balances and a new aspiration dre
often severe. You may be pressed to modify some rights, assump-
tions, and bodily practices to which you are accustomed if this new
right, identity, end, or faith is to be given room in the public square.
Affirmative action in corporate boardrooms, universities, work-
places, local businesses, temples, cities, media presentations, and so
on, may be essential to seed the way for more radical changes yet.
As will become increasingly clear, I think the latter activities have
the best chance of gaining momentiim when a series of significant
changes is made in the position of the working class as a whole,

A thick ethos of pluralization dramatizes elements of unac-
knowledged suffering, uncertainty, and fragility in politics. The
key point to remember, however, is that other types of political
regimes face such uncertainties without containing within them-
selves an ethos well equipped to address them. Classical theoties
of sovereignty are often plagued by this dilemma, partly because
they strive to resclve it in advance rather than taking the pluralist
route.”

This institutionalized tension between pluralism and plural-
ization constitutes a key way to ferid off pressures to transfigure
the rule of law into the law of rule that arises periodically in con-

13. T examine this issue within and across states in “The Complexity of
Sovereignty;” in Sovereign Lives: Power in Global Politics, ed. Jenny Edkins
and Veroniqgue Pin-Fat, 2341 (London: Routledge, 2004).
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centric cultures, When you recall how Hitler took advantage of
strong cultural traditions toward obedience to the law—doing so
to transfigure them into the law of rule—it becomes clear how this
periodic tension between pluralism and pluralization constitutes
a strength of multifaceted democracy. A presumptive acceptance
of authority among diverse constituencies, periodically qualified
in these ways, is less apt to become transfigured into a mass will
to obedience. '
The multifaceted image of pluralism so far advanced could be
said to sit rather comfortably with this or that creed of human
exceptionalism. Several late-modern pluralists, such as Arendt,
Berlin, Shklar, Rawls, Dahl, Keynes, and Habermas, have been di-
verse carriers of such a tradition. An exceptionalist insists either
that species evolution has created a rupture separating humanity
radically from all other beings or that a God has endowed human-
ity with the right to govern the rest of nature. But many perspec-
tivalists, both inside and outside northern capitalist states, have
argued that the capacities of feeling, agency, reflection, and judg-
ment in which Euro-Americans typically take so much pride are
also distributed among other species. The debates between critics
of exceptionalism and its defenders are numerous and cover many
issues. For now it may suffice to say that broad perspectivalism
appreciates a wide distribution of capacities and feelings extend-
. ing well beyond human beings that many in northern states had
heretofore treated as confined to humanity itself. Typically, such
- a sense of human uniqueness was then joined to a stark sense that
northern, capitalist, democratic regimes express the highest ver-
. sion of these capacities among all civilizations, so that Mill, Locke,
' Tocqueville, Kant, Hegel, Marx, and Heidegger could—in their
various ways—set “us” up to be a unique species and the North to
sit at the pinnacle of that uniqueness so far attained in history.*

14. You can call such doctrines carriers of “sociocentrism” and “hu-:
manist exceptionalism.” They have found expression in major currents of -
" the humanities and human sciences in Euro-American life. These trends .
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What happens if and as more cultural pluralists acknowledge
that either the Creator or the fecundity of immanence (or both)
has endowed a host of animals, plants, and perhaps some other
forces with differential powers of agency, feeling, communication,
and judgment? Could such a dif’fe%rential be placed on a single scale
or even expressed through a linear history of progress? Or does an
onte-cosmology of proliferation make more sense here? I it possi-
ble now to place an eccentric tradition in Euro-American thought
(led perhaps by Sophocles, Lucretius, Nietzsche, James, Kafka,
Whitehead, Deleuze, Grosz, Haraway, and Bennett) into closer
communication with longer traditions of broadband perspectival-
ismin other parts of the world?"® Several studies now pursue these
issues with care and urgency. What happens to received notions
of civilization, food supply, eating habits, clothing, tourism, agri-
culture, and faith when such an issue is explored deeply? Does my
attitude to the crocodile, the whale, or the octopus shift signifi-
cantly after I finally acknowledge that the first exercises complex
modes of group communication below the decibel level of unaided
human reception, the second communicates across thousands of
miles in highly sophisticated ways, and the third exercises com-
plex brain functions that scramble exceptionalist assumptions
about how thinking and action must be organized to be thinking
and action? What happens once T consult sensitive studies of in-
terplant communication?

Such issues are proliferating today. No doubt, they disturb many
who wish to save exceptionalism from challenge, But a widening

are, however, counterbalanced by a “minor” tradition in Buro-Ametican life
contesting such assumptions. There has been a surge of exchanges across
the minor tradition in old capitalist states and versions of perspectivalism in
southern regions. For one comparison between Amazonian perspectivalism,
Gilles Deleuze, and Claude Lévi-Strauss, see Eduardo Viveiros de Castro,
Cannibal Metaphysics (New York: Univocal, 2014),

15. Besides the classics noted, see Elizabeth Grosz, Chaos, Territory,
Art (New York: Columbia University Press, 2008), and Jane Bennett,
Vibrant Matter (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2010).
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range of experience and study keeps flowing in, and it seems un-

wise to crawl into a cocoonrto avoid the inflow. For now, it may suf-
fice to say that advocates of multifaceted pluralism explore modes

-and types of nonhuman agency that exceptionalists had cast into

the dustbin of history. Cultural pluralism now becomes invested
with the entanglements of interspecies pluralism. We seek to be-

© come alert to a wider range of interdependencies and fragilities

than exceptionalists had allowed us to encounter. Interspecies
pluralism pursued during a period when the “sixth extinction” is
well under way.

That brings us to the fifth dimension of multifaceted pluralism.
Devotees of multifaceted pluralism are alert to the fragilities with-
in which the practices they honor are set. We know that we peri-
odically have to band together across differences of creed (eg.,

- Christian, Hindu, Muslim, Kantian, Deleuzian, nontheistic, in-
* digenous, and proceduralist), social position (class, age, ethnicity,

etc.), and world region, doing so to forge affinities of spirituality

- that reach across distinctions of creed and social position, as we

protect democratic cultures of pluralism from reductions and hos-
tile takeovers, We know that the quest for fundamentalism, the in-
tensely centered nation, white triumphalism, or fascism can esca-
late during periods of duress. It is just that we do not believe that
centered nationalism or an authoritarian party provides the best
way to respond to such challenges. For the latter risk emulating

~ the condition they seek toéoppose. As T argued in an earlier essay
- on “Fundamentalism in America,” some of the same conditions
- that foster pluralist possibility open up temptations to antiplural-

ist response.’® :

Some people in the pé@st may have missed this element in
my theory, though it has been a feature of it for decades. Why?
Perhaps because some who focus upon the urgent need to resist

16. For earlier discussions of those drives and the urgent need for i
pluralist assemblages to resist them, see Ethos of Pluralization, chapters 3,
4, and 6, and Capitalism and Christianity, chapters 2 and 5. Two reasons to
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hierarchical nationalism quickly conclude that such responses
can only emerge from a highly unified party, class, constituen-
cy, or leader. But those movements produce the silo effect that
is dangerous. So pluralists doubt that a single party, class, lead-
er, or highly centered movement will turn the trick. To critical
pluralists the best way to start i% to pursue positive affinities of
spirituality between constituencies drawn from multiple creeds
and social positions.

Depending on the threat, such a multifaceted movement will
assume a specific shape. If it is to support same-sex marriage,
it may ignite several creedal constituencies to act upon them-
selves, their workplaces, the courts, their localities, and elec~
toral politics—a politics of swarming in which success on a few
fronts may trigger a tipping point. If race relations is the issue,
the response may be to press on several fronts to redress severe
obstacles African Americaus face in the domains of criminal law,
police enforcement, work, education, voting, the professions,
higher education, and corporate life, while si multaneously reliev-
ing some of the conditions that encourage strains of racism in the
white working class, It is to work on class and race hierarchies
together. If the call is to act upon climate change—a grave danger
that some regions have produced the most while others face the
most immediate and severe effects—the critical assemblage must
be cormposed of participants from several regions. The task is to
pursue affinities of spirituality across differences of creed and so-
cial position. Perhaps such an assemblage could inspire a series
of cross-regional general strikes to put intense pressure on of-
fending states, corporations, universities, localities, and churches

attend to the condition of the white working and Iower middle classes are
that these improvements are important in themselves and preconditions
to real improvements in the zones of race relations, sexual practices, and
responses to the dangers of the Anthropocene, For a collection attending
to several of these issues, see Davide Campbell and Morton Schoolman,
eds., The New Pluralism: William Connolly and the Contemporary Global
Condition (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2008).
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- from inside and outside at the same time. Certainly, during the era
of Trump, radical action is needed.
~ Ineach case, multiple nodes of coordination will be assembled
~ (unions, churches, states, international social movements, local-
ities, regions, parties, etc.), but no central coordinator will be in
~command. Indeed, intense jostling for the position of command
can destroy such movements, Effective assemblage movements, in
- fact, may be closer to how human body-brain processes actually
- work than to the treelike models of brain activity many neurosci-
“ entists are now leaving in the dust.
If the most salient threat becomes fascism, once again, the need
“is to work on several sites across multiple constituencies. A mil-
-itant pluralist assemblage is the best way to counter the threat
of fascism, doing so in ways that involve risk and courage as you
avoid replicating the model of political organization the opposi-
tion pursues so relentlessly. You must, in this case too, work on
bodily processes of communication as well as refined modes of ar-
ticulation. For as we have seen, bodily drills form one of the keys
to a fascist movement, joined to the Big Lies, rumormongering,
authoritarianism, and terror that inform it.
Certainly several threats and dangers can feed into one another.
A rapid change in the Antarctic ice cap, for instance, could inten-
sify drives to fascism in several old capitalist states, generating ur-
gent demands to build walls to resist refugee flows; fostering ugly
military temptations; and irfltensifying race, gender, and class con-
flicts. The most dangerous source of fascist temptation today, per-
- haps, arises from the way rapid climate change generates drought,
ocean acidification, denialism, food shortages, water emergen-
cies, refugee crises, territoi;ial rigidities, and war risks. Here too,
a cross-regional pluralist assemblage provides the most promising
mode of response. ? ;
So, five facets of democratic pluralism: multiple constituen-
cies of several types, a broadband ethos of positive engagement
installed in relational bodily dispositions and reflective articul@-'
tions, a periodic politics of pluralization situated in a relation of
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torsion with the representational politics of pluralism, entangled
ties with a plurality of agencies and volatile planetary forces that
exceed the human estate, and periodic formation of militant plu-
ralist assemblages to protect thesé rhizomatic complexes from
hostile fascist takeovers—each facet reenforces the others as it

also periodically subsists in tensidhn with them.

Phuralist intersections (number 6) are also accompanied by a
modicum of litter, noise, precarity, public things, nonhuman agen-
cies, and forces that sometimes careen out of place. Such is the
condition of pluralism, as contemporary pluralist thinkers as di-
verse as Nidesh Lawtoo, Judith Butler, Bonnie Honig, Deborah
Danowski, Eduardo Viveiros de Castro, Jane Bennett, Cornel
West, Thomas Dumm, Jeffrey Isaac, Catherine Keller, Donna
Haraway, Kathy Ferguson, and Edouard Glissant see and feel in
overlapping ways.V

Clearly other elements could be added to this list of intersecting
axioms. Indeed, we turn now to one—number 7—that must be in
play if broadband democratic pluralisim is to flourish,

17. T note important works that play positive roles in the perspective
pursued here: Nidesh Lawtoo, The Phantom of the Ego (Lansing: Michigan
State University Press, 2013); Deborah Danowski and LEduardo Viveiros
de Castro, The Ends of the World (Oxford: Polity Press, 2016); Thomas -
Dumm, “Fhe Problem of “We’; or the Persistence of Sovereignty,” bound-
ary 2, Fall 1999, 55-64; Cornel West, Race Matters (New York: Vintage,
1994); Edouard Glissant, Poetics of Relation, trans. Betsy Wing (Ann
Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1928); Catherine Keller, Cloud of the
Impossible (New York: Columbia University Press, 2014); Donna Haraway,
Staying with the Trouble: Making Kin in the Chthulucene (Durham, N.C.:
Duke Unjversity Press, 2016); Kathy Ferguson, Emma Goldman’s Political
Thinking in the Streets (New York: Rownian and Littlefield, 2013); Cornel
West, Democracy Matters: Winning the Fi ight against Imperialism (New
York: Penguin Books, 2005); and Jeffrey Isaac in recent posts in Public
Seminar, http://www.publicseminar.org/, which have responded to
Trump and threats to democracy, These authors and texts point to modes
of pluralist proliferation at interrelated sites.

italism to itself® So is the cbrollary fact that capitalism, too, fac-

2017), Alex Honneth pursues an‘ideal of socialism that expands the focus
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. Capitalism, Pluralism, and Equality

- Old capitalist states, as we have seen, periodically face the sting of

nationalist, fascist, and neofascist movements, particularly after a
crisis when an old set of entitlements is squashed or placed un-
der intense pressure. Constituencies tempted in such directions

~ can vary from time to time and place to place. My focus will be

on constituency temptations, dangers, and possible responses to
them in the United States, partly because I feel better qualified to
delve into the issue here and partly because the United States is

~ going through a dangerous period for itself and other regions of

the world,

But why focus on the question of equality rather than other pos-
sibilities? Would not some others be easier to pursue? Well, this is
the alternative that holds the best chance of drawing disaffected
workers, families, homeowners, and consumers more actively into
a pluralist assemblage. The other possibilities are apt to perpetu-
ate the uneasy situation in which neoliberal and pluralist each at-
tains hegemony in some domains, as they jointly create conditions
ripe for the emergence of fascist rebellions. Pluralism, democracy,
and egalitarianism need one another if all are to attain the needed
resilience,

The considerations advanced here are informed by another
assumption too: no capitalist order is ever sufficient to itself. Tts
multiple transactions with ‘periodically volatile planetary forces,
such as the ocean conveyor,g glacier flows, drought incursions, s pe-
cies changes and extinctions, and climate change; its troubled re-
lations with historically exploited regions; its entanglements with
distinctive spiritualities inhabiting the intersecting institutions of

. family, temple, education, investment, work, profit, consumption,

growth, and regulation—all these ensure the insufficiency of cap-

18. In The Idea of Socialism, trans. Joseph Ganahl (Oxford: Polity, .
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es periodic encounters with surprising events that must be ad-
dressed: events such as a new war, a resource crisis, the collapse
of an ally, a new social movement, a sudden speedup of a glacier
melt, an emerging climate crisis, the discovery of a new energy
source, a persisting drought, a subprime mortgage collapse, or a
revolt in a previously subordinatetregion. Any structural theory
of capitalism that downplays such diverse elements to gain the
appearance of self-sufficiency is hardly worth the seminar dis-
cussions it generates.

Another way to put this is to say that capitalism finds variable
modes of expression, so that Keynesian capitalism, neoliberal capi-
talism, the capitalism of an evangelical /neoliberal machine, Chinese
one-party capitalism, and fascist capitalism represent merely five
versions that are irreducible to one another. Yes, powerful forces in
each seek to capture work, the state, art, erotic life, consumption,
crime, religion, and investment priorities to serve the goals of cap-
ital, but the variations and degrees of difference between them are
also significant. (Note that T did not say the interests of capital, be-
cause the recurrent history of capitalist meltdowns teaches us that
capitalists often do not know their own interests.)

The generic drive of capital is to capture numerous activities
for profit and control. But different types of capitalism allow dif-
ferent degrees, modes, and sites of capture.’ A multifaceted cul-
ture of pluralism and pluralization provides resources to counter

on economic organization that weakened earlier theories. The engagements
with Proudhon and Marx are very insi ghtful. Families, feminist rights, and
other issues are drawn into the mix. If he also were to emphasize, first, the
essential torsion between established plurality and new drives to pluraliza-
tion, second, the role that affective communication plays in a pluralist ethos
of engagement, and, third, the urgent need today to overcome sociocentric
assumptions in the human sciences, our two perspectives would move
closer,

19. Note, e.g., the study by Lester Spence, Knock ing the Hustle: Against
the Neoliberal Turn in Black Politics (Brooklyn, N.Y.: Punctum Books, 2016).
He charts how several black churches now adopt a neoliberal theology that
weakens urban black political struggles.
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and exceed some of these routes to capture without eliminating

- them altogether. It might even—though such a possibility re-

mains speculative today—nurture energies to exceed capitalism
in the future,

Theorists who construe capitalism to be a more closed or ge-
neric structure sometimes demean struggles through which new
modes of sexuality, religious faith, artistic expression, consump-
tion priorities, renewable energy, and economic collectives are
carried across the threshold of legitimacy. To them, the varja-
tions across diverse modes of capitalism may appear minor, and
every nontotal challenge may even be seen to be a mode of com-
plicity. The options available are now said to be to accelerate the
advance of capitalism in the hope it will collapse, to wait for a
revolution, to buy in to complicity, or to adopt a style of total
cynicism while staying in the game (which amounts to the third
option in a different mood).?* I am not confident such advocates
have measured adequately the insufliciency of capitalism to it-
self, the real value of the pluralizing gains that have been made,
or the risks of fascist takeover during periods of high stress.

Karl Polanyi, in The Great Transformation, originally published
in 1945, glimpsed how capitalism is never sufficient to itself? He

20. For a fine critique of suck positions joined to exploration of
creative openings in capitalist modes of capture, see Brian Massumi, The
Principle of Unrest: Activist Philosaphy in the Expanded Field (London:
Humanities Press, 2017), esp. chapter 2. In chapter 1, however, Massumi
may dilute the double processes supported here. Multifaceted democracy
moves back and forth across several poles: the forged subject and new pro-
cesses of subjectivation; representation of subjects and processes by which
they form and dissipate; representational pluralism and the agitational pol-
itics of pluralization; electoral politics and democratic modes of enactment
exceeding them. In multifaceted democracy, each end point subsists in a
relation of torsion to the other. You do not, for instance, transcend electoral
democracy—that is a route to horror; rather, you generate social movements
that periodically bring new identities, ends, or faiths into being. I am uncer-
tain how far the theme of oscillation puts me at odds with Massumi.

21. See The Great Transformation: The Political and Economic Origiris
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was particularly alert to varying types of social ethos that inhabit
capitalist societies, attending to Keynesian, fascist, and classical
liberal modes. He assumed, however, that the dearth of state mar-
ket regulations that created the Great Depression—with the ensu-
ing explosion and amplification of fascist movements in numerous
countries—would wipe out forever public identification with neo-
liberal capitalism. No one gets everything right.

Jtirgen Habermas later identified, in the early 1970s, the pos-
sibility of legitimacy and motivation crises in Western capitalist
states. He saw how capitalist priorities of private investment,
commodity consumption, the worker as commodity, and techno-
managerial drives were partly dependent on lived orientations to
the future compatible with them. If the spiritual faith in future
capitalist achievement were to wither under the pressure of new
experiences, the order could lose tacit support. It would then ei-
ther face new pressures for transformation or be pressed to extend
disciplines already in place to maintain itself. Beliefs in the future
could collapse, while the institutions that needed those beliefs
continued to plow forward. And indeed, managerial, police, pris-
on, parole, and urban surveillance practices have been extended
significantly since The Legitimation Crisis was written, crowned
by police practices of terror in the United States routinely im-
posed on young urban African American males.

One thing Habermas did not discern sufficiently is how the pri-
vately focused infrastructure of consumption unfolding in several
old capitalist societies was making it increasingly expensive for
members of the working and middle classes to make ends meet,
contributing to their retreat of support for taxes and a welfare

of Cur Time (Boston: Beacon Press, 1975), where Polyani both seeks to show
how economics is embedded in social life and identifies numerous natural
and social contingencies that render such theories incomplete to them-
selves.

22. See Jlrgen Habermas, Legitimation Crisis, trans. Thomas
MeCarthy (Boston: Beacon Press, 1975).
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state ethos. Perhaps this was partly because he inhabited German
capitalism, where state involvement in collective modes of con-
sumption, such as travel, education, health care, unemployment,
ecology, and urban culture, were and are far more developed than
in U.S. capitalism. Perhaps another reason was a tendency in that
text to underplay the partial autonomy of a system of consumption

- from the specific mode of production with which it is entangled.

Be that as it may, the legitimation and motivation crises
Habermas anticipated as possibilities—not certainties—did not
unfold. An unexpected event intervened. In the United States, a

-new alliance between neoliberalism and white evangelicalism was

forged in a way that surprised most secular commentators and cut
the expected “deficits” off at the pass. This new assemblage, which
drew a large portion of white working- and middle-class evangel-
icals into it, helped to change the shape of American politics, cul-
tural struggle, and economic life for the next forty years. Many of
its evangelical participants were later hit hard by the 2008 eco-
nomic meltdown engendered by the adventures of finance capital,
and they have lagged behind several other constituencies in the
recovery.

Today, as we have glimpsed in previous chapters, a dispersed
white working and lower middle class has become restless again,
as it feels itself caught in a squeeze between financial /corporate
high rollers who concentrate wealth and income at the very top
and a Left that supports pluralism even as it diminishes the im-
portance of working-class grievances. This has encouraged many
to support demands to recast neoliberalism in a more explicitly
statist direction (it has always been statist in its support of corpo-
rate subsidies, its readiness to bankroll a recovery after a banking
crisis, etc.); to roll back precarious advances made by gays, blacks,
transgender people, Muslims, Hispanics, and other minorities;
and to assert American military might in the world even more
bluntly. Under the influence of these pressures, neoliberalism e
and aspirational fascism have edged closer together. The fact that -
Republicans (as of July 2017) are unwilling to consider_impeach_ :
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ment proceedings against Trump after considerable evidence of
collusion with a hostile foreign power to shape and invade an
American election represents merely one sign of that slide.

I a way that allows us to hear echoes from an earlier period of
alliance between German private industrialists and an insurgent
Mazi movement, we now face a posdibility that may either be tran-
scended or morph into a distinctive brand of American fascism
irreducible to its predecessors. It would accelerate institutional
racism, tmmigration bans, deportation drives, misogyny, selective
police ruthlessness, the hegemony of one wing of Christianity, and
military bravado while practicing a mode of climate denialism that
its predecessors never had to ponder. It would allow vigilante vi-
olence against vulnerable groups while maintaining a thin veil of
deniability about the state’s support or tolerance of it. A new fas-
cism would retain competitive party elections while accelerating a
host of state and federal practices that discourage poor minorities
from getting to the polls as it draws untrammeled and anonymous
campaign expenditures from the filthy rich. It is already clear (July
2017), from its composition and early tactics, that the Trump Voter
Integrity Commission is really a Trump Voter Purge Commission.
Indeed, this fake issue was probably created to draw attention from
Trump’s refusal to set up a commission to determine how to avoid
repetition in 2018 and 2020 of the massive Russian invasion into
the American election that did occur in 2016. The regime would
collude writh foreign powers to manipulate elections and smear its
opponents while seeking to plug other “leaks” in the ruling buredu-
cracy itself. Tt would retain a privately owned media while cajol-
ing its owners to silence voices crifical of the regime and seeking to
bury the remaining critical voices under its own Twitter and blog
initiatives, It would make even more right-wing court appointments
to insulate its violences, intimidations, corruptions, collusions, and
surveillances from effective legal action. Tt would escalate controls
over schools and universities already under way. It would give into
the standing temptation to mimic the Reichstag event in Germany—
when a dramatic event was either engineered or deployed—to vin-
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- dicate new steps in its drives to mass mobilization and selective

intimidation. It would intensify the drive to bring intelligence and
police agencies under control, as it increased surveillance and in-
timidation of critical citizens. It would extend the neoliberal drive
to entangle finance and corporate capital with state modes of sub-
sidy, support and collusion. And it would strive to keep its base mo-
bilized through the endless multiplications of Big Lies, distractions,
and carefully circulated rumors to keep the defenders of democracy
off-balance. The latter would include escalation of the current prac-
tice of planting disinformation in blogs to incriminate critical jour-
nalists and other critics and drawing kompromat more intimately
into the nerves of American politics.® It would institute a variety
of disruptive acts to disable or divert criticisms of these tendencies,
led by dangerous military adventures. All that (would) be fascism,
American style.

Tt is uncertain what to do in the volatile circumstances we face,
though protests, blog exposés, support of media courage when it
occurs, exposés of how the Big Lie Scenario works, active member-
ship in dissident groups, court challenges, attempts to fold more
beneficent modes of affective communication into the milieux in
which we participate, and intensive electoral organization are all
essential2* But to focus now on one underlying issue, the current
unrest also teaches us (again) that you cannot secure democratic

23. On June 6, 2017, Rachel Maddow reported that she had received
an “official” document that showed Trump’s collusion with Russia. It turned

~out upon close examination to be doctored. Had she used it, she could have

faced the fate that wrecked the ¢areer of Dan Rather in the 2000 election, in
which he innocently reported a doctored document about G. W. Bush, later

- exposed to be false, and was let go by CBS News. There is no proofin this

case about the source of the doctored document, but it bears close inquiry
because implantation of false documents is a tactic of aspirational fascism.
24, In“Toward an Bco-Egalitarian University;” in The Contemporary
Condiiion (blog), July, 2014, I delineate steps to take to press a uni- ;
versity to become a beacon of the sort of practices needed. See http:// -
contemporarycondition.blogspot.com/2014/07/toward-eco-egalitarian :
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pluralism unless and until its active supporters also become pro-
foundly committed to reducing significantly class inequalities of
income, job security, educational opportunity, retirement pros-
pects, wealth, and conditions of work.

A democratic, pluralist Left, treating an egalitarian agenda as
seriously as it does the politics of pluralization, will support ac-
tively numerous interim projects, proceedin g on multiple fronts at
the same time to do so. It will seek to recapture a constituency that
has been pulling away from pluralism, at least in part because it
hasbeen closed out of its advances, It does not suffice to assert that
this constituency does not suffer the most. That could have been
said about some aspects of life in severa) other constituencies that
have driven pluralizing advances in the past without undermin-
ing the importance of those drives. Besides, pundits saying such
things should hesitate unless and until they have tasted something
of the actual conditions of neglect, msecurity and declining enti-
tlement among the constituencies in question.

What kind of interim projects? Egalitarian pluralists must in-
clude and go well beyond sharp increases in the minimum wage.
We can, for example, support laws that set upper and lower lim-
its on income and benefits workers and managers of all sorts
receive. We can propose competitions between corporations in
the same domains, rewarding those that reduce the discrepancy
between the highest- and lowest-income workers the most with
a tax break and then make such changes mandatory for other
corporations in that domain, We can support free tuition in all
public universities, as Bernie Sanders did with great success in
the 2016 Democratic primaries, letting working-class parents
see how their children can now hope to participate in the good
life available in this society. We can join those proposals to ac-
tive support for a stronger class dimension in affirmative action.

-university.html. T agree, of course, that neoliberal forces in the universi-
ty will fight them tooth and nail. But the effort is worth it, partly for that
reason.
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We can detail how the established corporate/state-maintained
infrastructure of consumption makes it increasingly difficult for
blue-collar and middle-class households to make ends meet, as it
also discourages them from supporting tax levels to promote the
public goods urgently needed in this society. We can then work
to recast the shape that public-private infrastructure takes. We
can support a single-payer health system, showing how such
programs are both more inclusive and less expensive than those
now in place. We can set into place legal guarantees so that re-
tirement programs are not curtailed or reduced when a firm fac-
es bankruptcy. We can support massive infrastructure construc-
tion in cities and rural areas and make them compatible with an
eco-friendly economy.

To foster the possibility of success, such objectives and pro-
grams have to be supported with the same intensity by diverse
constituencies as those mobilized on behalf of the noble—and
precarious—advances in pluralization during the last several de-
cades. Moreover, we need to nurture a host of democratic leaders
at numerous sites with charismatic power, leaders who inspire
and support generous, horizontal connections rather than either
ignoring the role of charisma in politics or pushing that silo spi-
ral of pugnacious authority so dear to fascism.

Of course, the financial media, the Republican Party, many
white evangelicals, and Big Donors will cry in shrill voices on the
airwaves every day that such programs are far too expensive and
socialistic. We must show how such cries always become muted
when a Republican big—spénding president, such as Reagan, Bush,
or Trump, is in office, when he demands massive expenditures for
military growth, police budgets, prison construction, territorial
walls, devastating wars, tax breaks for the rich, and corporate/
financial subsidies of multiple sorts while seeking to cut Social
Security and other “entitlements” of poor and low-income peo-

ple that do not touch the real entitlements of the rich. The very o
phrase “entitlement programs” is a piece of fraudulence, designed

to focus critique on underfunded programs for the poor and de-
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clining middle class as it obscures the host of luxurious entitle-
ment programs for the corporate and financial estates.

Moreover, it is not that difficult to devise a progressive tax plan
to pay for the needed programs if you cut back on military, pris-
on, surveillance, and fossil extraction subsidies and if you also
eliminate tax breaks for second mortgages and the most polluting
maodes of agribusiness. The key thing is to link new programs and
tax changes closely together. Along the way, it won’t hurt to publi-
cize how the phrase “national socialism” seriously misrepresents
what German fascism actually was. Tt was fascistic, and it carefully
preserved private ownership of the means of production.

The pluralizing Left—a pluralized “we”~—can also press hard to
reinstate power to a variety of private and public labor unions, op-
posing stringent state regulations that have been brought against
unions even as corporate regulations have been relaxed. It can
propose job training programs for areas that have been hit the
hardest by deindustrialization and automation, even as it reworks
some free trade agreements. The key is to link shifts in subsidies,
taxes, market regulations, and state priorities to improvements in
the life conditions of working- and middle-class constituencies.

Some Marxists—but surely not all~might contend that such in-
terim changes are impossible in a capitalist order or that we must
wait for a communist revolution to occur. But some of these prac-
tices are in place in other capitalist regimes today. And numerous
attempts so far in the history of capitalism to say definitively what
is possible and impossible have been met with surprise, marked
in particular by the emergence of fascist-capitalist movements af-
ter the Great Depression, the partial success of New Deal social
democratic programs in several countries in helping workers and
warding off fascist movements, the rise of the New Left and noble
pluralizing movements, and the formation of a ri ght-wing evangel-
ical/capitalist resonance machine in America in the early 1980s.
The truth is that nobody knows for sure how far such interim pro-
grams could succeed in getting widespread working-class support
if pressed widely and actively. We don’t know for sure, either, just
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how far the defining axioms of capitalism can be stretched and
pulled to promote a more egalitarian, pluralist, eco~friendly world.

Yes, these interim projects will take a lot of heavy lifting, be-
cause, again, several institutional tendencies and power loadings
of capitalism press against those achievements. But that is not
the same as saying that the “logic” of a capitalist structure makes
such an interim agenda impossible. Despite what some hubristic
analysts say, nobody has established such an implacable logic, as
opposed to identifying impressive loadings of power and priority
within the variable uncertainties of capitalism. Experimentalism
and activism are in order here, not certainty and waiting for the
day of revolution.

Capitalism is an inegalitarian regime with several tendencies
to ruthlessness tied to an economy of growth oriented to private
profit. But it is also never sufficient to itself, and even the current
direction of growth can be directed down alternate routes. As has
been revealed at key moments in the past, the character and inten-
sity of social movements, the variable quality of the institutional
ethos, the surprise of new events, and drives to greater inclusion
by a broader range of constituencies, all can make significant dif-
ferences. Thatis why fascism was so fateful for German capitalism,
the New Deal so important to America, the rise of the evangelical/
capitalist resonance machine fateful for a shift in the priorities of
American capitalism, the emergence of Russian cowboy capital-
ism so critical, and the rise of radical movements in the 1960s and
1970s so influential in spurring a powerful cluster of noble, inter-
secting pluralizing movements. Today a cluster of cross-regional
eco-movements may also be poised at a new tipping point.

One thing for sure, advances on these fronts would not suffice to
resolve the long, ugly history of institutional racism with respect
to Amerindians and African Americans. But the class composition
of such changes could provide some relief for portions of those
constituencies, and it might open windows among less hardened
elements of the white working class to respond affirmatively to
new militant and creative movements on these fronts. In fact,:the:




110 ASPIRATIONAL FASCISM

wide class initjatives and those pointing specifically at indigenous
peoples and African Americans must be pursued in tandem, if &i-
ther is to go far. The latter must include initiatives to protect in-
digenous lands and to support their current drives to renewdble
energy; struggles against pernicious state and court efforts to roll
back minority voting opportunitics; programs to rebuild the ur-
ban infrastructure along renewable lines in cities that have been
severely damaged by the combination of racism and deindustri-
alization; massive improvements in urban public education; and
much more. It is when strong initiatives to reduce generic class
inequality meld with the close entanglements of race and class
that a pluralizing, egalitarian culture can make the most advances.

These are also the kinds of changes most apt to curtail peri-
odic support for aspirational fascism in the United States and to
broaden constituency support or tolerance—depending on which
segments are engaged—for more radical shifts in the public in-
frastructure of energy production and consumption urgently
needed during rapid acceleration of the Anthropocene. Success
on the latter fronts, indeed, will both provide more workirg-
class jobs and reduce the flood of refugees waiting in the wings
if nothing radical is done on these fronts. The intensification of
refugee pressure is one thing that creates happy hunting grounds
for aspirational fascisn.

Does Donald Trump secretly believe in climate change and
welcome fascist pressures that will intensify as droughts, glacier
melts, rising oceans, stressed water supplies, power outages, ex-
treme storms, ocean acidification, anti-immigrant sentiment, and
refugee pressures grow? I don’t know. But it would not surprise
me, given his inveterate drive to use Big Lies to support agendas
he pursues for other reasons. What some see as a blind tendency
to stumble into blunders I see as a kind of aggressive nihilism both
organized in some respects and much more primed to stumble in
some directions than others. Indeed, Trump’s ruthlessness with
indigenous peoples—whose legitimate claims to land obstruct his
demands to promote fracking projects that endanger water sup-
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plies and hasten destructive climate change—reveals again how
the conquest of nature and the conquest of vulnerable constituen-

cies are often linked together. The propensities to the conquest of
nature and ruthlessness against vulnerable constituencies, again,
are fungible traits, as the earlier history of such a crossing from
conquering nature to conquering vilified peoples in Nazi Germany
showed so well.?® ‘

So much for a series of possible (though highly difficult) interim
changes to support multifaceted democracy and egalitarianism to-
gether. If and when such interim changes succeed, large questions
will still loom. To respond in a nonrepressive way to the declining
role of America in the world and the immense pressures of climate
change, it will then be necessary to experiment more actively to
advance toward a distinctive type of multifaceted, democratic so-
cialism. Such advances would be inconceivable without success in
the interim programs. But, even then, success may be like trying to
thread an old regime through the eye of a needle. The best hope
to do so is if larger sections of the working and middle classes are
drawn into the agenda, as they find some of their heartfelt griev-
ances addressed. That, anyway, is how it seems to me.

Once advances in the interim agenda are made, the privately in-
corporated growth imperatives endemic to capitalism must then
be both tamed and redirected more radically to adjust to a new
world. That, again, will encounter extreme resistance. But some
measures could start the ball rolling: legally subsidized expansion
of worker, housing, consunier, and farm collectives; a host of role
adjustments in the domains of work, consumption, church life,
teaching, and retirement investments to help nudge the economy

25. For arich discussion of how the large wetlands on the eastern
flank of Nazi Germany were defined in negative ways that paralleled the
definitions of “Slavs” and Jews to be removed from that territory so that P
Germans could colonize it for farms, see David Blackbourn, The Conguest of
Nature: Water, Landscape, and the Making of Modern Germany (New York:
W. W. Norton, 2006), esp. chapter 6, “Race and Reclamation” ..
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elsewhere and to enliven the potential for collective action among
the experimenters; consumer movements to reorganize the infra-
structure in which households are now constrained to purchase
modes of housing, health care, education, culture, energy, food,
and transportation that stretch their budgets to the breaking point;
a significant expansion of organic farms, free-range livestock, and
urban farming; state programs to build and own a renewable pow-
er grid; locally initiated movements to rebuild worn-down hous-
ing, bikes, refrigerators, stoves, pathways, and old furniture; vol-
unteer efforts to place solar panels on the homes of low-income
people to relieve energy costs and support positive responses to
the Anthropocene; a renewed focus on local produce, farmer’s
markets, and slow cooking; and public ownership of energy pro-
duction, mass transit, and banking,

Such vibrant initiatives—several of which are now simmering
in numerous places—could ease consumer budgets and dampen
low~ and middle-income pressure to support corporate demands
for unregulated corporate expansion. This would set the stage for
new public support of state and community programs to curtail
further corporate autonomy, Together they could point toward a
social pluralism with egalitarian promise in which several profit-
driven growth demands are redirected and tamed by locally and
collectively owned entities. They could also help to generate con-
stituencies eager to make further advances on these fronts. They
could point toward a world in which multifaceted socialism is no
longer thought to be an oxymoron.

Creative energies on behalf of ecology, plurality, democracy, and
egalitarianism could bolster and reenforce one another—that is, if
the intetim projects are achieved quickly enough to head off the
worst recoil effects emanating from the Anthropocene, itself pri-
marily an effect of fossil fuel energy, evangelical denial, plutocratic
finance of elections, and neoliberal deregulation.

Lcertainly do not say that people should be optimistic about the
prospects of success. Optimism and pessimism are perhaps not the
key questions to focus on today, anyway. The key question today is
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what kinds of changes might be possible to respond to a historical- "
ly demanding situation, a situation that harbors tragic possibility.

It is possible—even perhaps probable?—that fascist pressures
will intensify under the rocky conditions neoliberals have so ac-
tively promoted from 1980 to the present. But such an outcome,
with its devastating results, is not now locked into inevitability. We
may sit on the razor’s edge of time, as Creon did in Antigone before
he dallied too long to take possible remedial action in response toa
crisis he had helped to foment. Today, multifaceted movements of
democratic pluralism, egalitarianism, eco-renewal, and capitalist
taming are more congruent than opposed, even as there are real
tensions between them. One key to success is to draw a larger seg-
ment of the working class into those noble pluralizing movements
that have inspired so many for several decades.




